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History of The Stroll Of Poets Society 1991 To 2021

In the short time that I have been a member of The Stroll Of Poets Society I have experienced a
variety of impressions, emotions and perceptions. I was enthralled when I discovered that there
was a group where I could share and hear poetry with others. Not having written poetry for
decades, it was a reinforcement for me to take it up again, especially with the possibility of
seeing some of my poems in print again. After I joined the Stroll the next task was to sign up for
a reading which was another step in becoming a part of the poetry scene for me. Completing that,
I could submit my first poem for inclusion in the 2016 edition of The Stroll Anthology. I was
uncertain and unsure what to expect but I decided to check out the Haven only a week before I
was scheduled to read.

From the first Haven reading that I attended at The Upper Crust I was made to feel welcome. I
met a few of the attendees that evening, enjoyed some coffee, some company and some great
poetry. I picked up on the enthusiasm in the response of the audience and was captivated by the
poems that I heard. The next week I returned to the Upper Crust to share my poetry with other
members of The Stroll. Even though I was so nervous that I could not stop shaking, when I
entered I was soon made to feel comfortable by the Haven Crew and people in the audience. As I
read my selected poems I grew more confident as I received hearty applause after each poem.
When I was finished reading I was ecstatic over the response that I received from the audience
and the mic host. I was hooked from that point and have been a regular attendee at The Haven
ever since, including the past couple of years while the Haven has been held on line, via the
Zoom platform, due to the Corona virus.

In the six years since that date I have become involved with the Stroll in a variety of ways. [ have
not only read as a featured reader yearly but also participated in the open mic opportunities
frequently as well. After getting brave enough to sign up for a couple of shifts as the door host
and the mic host I began to get more familiar with the setting and the routine. I then became
involved with the Haven site crew at The Upper Crust. I found it rewarding to help other readers
prepare and perform their works and to become a part of the Stroll community. As I continued to
attend more Haven gatherings, even when I did not read, I got to know more and more Stroll
members and revel in the companionship of all my new friends. Friends, I was so pleased to find,
who also had a passion for verse and sharing their voices and reflections through poetic
expression. I decided to attempt to get a seat on the board of this organization that was becoming
so important to me. To my delighted surprise, after two years as an associate board member, I
became the vice president of the board of The Stroll Of Poets.

I cannot help but feel that it is an honour and a privilege to be in this position when I think about
all of the hard working board members who have come before me. The many years, the many
events, the many members and the many voices who have spoken through this organization
inspires me to promote the legacy and the evolution of the wonderfully compassionate
community that makes up The Stroll Of Poets Society. This year marks the thirtieth anniversary
of the Stroll and as a part of the celebration and recognition of that fact I would like to present an
historical chronical of our group since its origin in 1991. In delving into the historical archives I
have become more connected to the voices of the past and present and desire to record some of
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the echoes for the benefit of the future voices of our group. Viewing, through the archives and
newsletters, [ have developed a connection to those voices and to the seasons of events, politics,
celebrations and sentiments associated with the passage of time. I have been able to hear and
now see and touch the progression of the history of the Stroll.

You will also find, assembled in this document, a compilation of historical newspaper and
magazine articles to present some of the highlights of the past thirty years. These publications
can be found after the historical facts and personal recollections in this work. Unfortunately, the
cutbacks in journalism and the advent of the internet have significantly decreased the amount of
press coverage over the past decade or so. Included in this historical account also are lists of
founding members, past board members, anthology editors, Edmonton Poets Laureate (several of
whom were Stroll members), and deceased Stroll members. I have also invited many Stroll
members to submit a reflection or an anecdote about a memorable occasion which have also
been added to this story about the growth of the Edmonton Stroll Of Poets Society. I would like
to thank all of those members who responded by sending me their recollections.

To start off this wonderful story I would like to begin with an account of the very first stroll and
an insight on the origins of the Stroll, written by one of our founding members, Doug Elves, and
posted in the Stroll Of Poets web site. What a wonderful beginning it was:

A Glance Back at the Birth of the Stroll

As we prepared for another annual Stroll of Poets, several years ago, I thought back to the first
Stroll, to why and how it began; and wondered whether it was still meeting our needs. My needs
as | saw them back then likely were similar to those of all poets.

After several years away from poetry, I had begun composing poems again in the late eighties. I
looked, too, for outlets: especially public readings. There were a few readings here and there
around town. Mostly they were “juried” by what appeared to be very narrow cliques. Getting a
spot on the roster of readers seemed a matter of currying friendship and favour with a host. Many
other poets appeared to be in the same position as I was: outsiders.

The format of a short series of readings organized by a group of women was the most promising
and fairest I had seen: two invited guest poets, augmented by an open stage to a reasonable
maximum number. With a break, the entire program reached to two hours. I was grateful to Ruth
Donovan, Alice Major, Rhona McAdam and the others for that very pleasant and well-promoted
mini-series; so was disappointed to learn that they were not going to continue it. To keep it alive,
I contacted them and found myself reconvening an organizing committee. This time it comprised
Alice, myself, Diane Zinyk and Glen Kirkland. We held a season of a half- dozen monthly
readings in the above format. in general we felt quite good about the series, but the stagnant
attendance figures made us wonder whether there might not be something lacking in our format
or approach. In June of 1991, that series also came to a close.
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Must poetry accept its status of pauper of the arts? What could be done to give it the weight of
public acceptance, and hence an ever-expanding importance? The Fringe brought new audiences
to live theatre, and the Gallery Walk drew new patrons into art galleries. But how to do the same
for poetry . . . ? I mulled over these questions when chatting with Lori White, proprietor of
Afterwords, a second-hand bookshop on Whyte Avenue (long since gone). But of course: there
are several venues on Whyte which could lend themselves well to poetry readings: bookshops
and bistros. Do it all on the same day: it becomes an ‘event” then. Lori was intrigued and
volunteered her shop. I went around the corner to speak to Margo Cross of Athabasca Books, and
she began her long enthusiasm for our event. Down the street to Bjarne’s Books. Bjarne Tokrud
liked the idea. At that point I knew it could fly. I called Ivan Sundal, and his enthusiasm told me
that poets would go for it. He and I convened a meeting on August 23, 1991.

Glen Kirkland, Alice Major, Bert Almon, Ruth Donovan, Olga Costopoulos, Anna Marie Sewell,
Ken Wilson, Ivan and I and met and set a plan for the first Stroll of Poets exactly two months
later. We all worked the phones, contacting every poet we knew.

It was all organized on a shoestring. Most publicity was free; though we charged each venue ten
dollars, which gave us a promotional budget of $110.

Twenty-seven days before the event, we held a general meeting of all the poets, the agenda
including the question of whether to form a society. Near the end of the meeting someone asked
if an anthology could issue from the event. Logic dictated that there was no time to consider it,
but we were poets. Again, several people spread the word by phone to ask poets each to submit a
poem to the publication. Lori’s bookstore was the “post office” where poems were to be dropped
off and picked up. The $690 printing cost was, I think, fronted
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by Tom Trofimuk; and Toni Ford designed the now-familiar page layout of our anthology. With
165 copies printed by Stroll day and another fifty available later, he recouped his money. Most
copies were sold to Stroll members themselves, of course. While we have a few copies of
subsequent anthologies still available, there are none to be had of this inaugural issue; rare and,
within a tiny market, likely quite valuable. Stroll day, October 27, brought a gratifying turnout to
hear the sixty or seventy poets despite the early cold snap. The first “No Bards Barred Bar” took

place after the event, and all of us felt quite drunk on poetic euphoria even before entering the
bar.

In November we applied to register as a society, and spent one Sunday filing slowliy through
Athabasca Books where a cable TV cameraman recorded dozens of poets, each reciting for the
broadcast audiences. Members even reported seeing some clips in subsequent months.

Then came the first “Twelve Days of Poetry,” many of them grouped around themes.
Fortunately, our list of poets extended no further than could be accommodated through the
twelve days; with the finale just like the other evenings, only bigger. Five or six poets performed,

culminating in Mary Howes reciting to the musical background of Guerrilla Welfare. We all got
drunk that night too.

Our first Annual General Meeting took place in March, 1992. Ivan Sundal was duly nominated
and elected President. Plans were set, structures formed, and we were away.
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But growth brings new problems. If we were to fulfill our democratic, inclusive goals, we were
going to have to accommodate many more poets than before. Formulas for reading schedules
were debated, and the issue resolved. One problem threatened to halt the anthology publication,
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however; if we were to print an anthology with each poet again given a full page for poem and
bio, a new physical format was required. We couldn’t saddle staple the binding by volunteer
labour, as we had in the first year. The larger size called for “perfect” binding, which meant a
much higher cost of publication. How to raise the funds for it? With a mixture of excitement and
dread, Ivan and I and a few others launched ourselves into organizing a small fundraiser. “Poets
of the Four Quarters” took place on the summer solstice, during which four favourite poets
recited in the four corners of the 33rd floor observation level of the AGT Tower. The event was
catered with wine and a variety of munchies from our gracious restaurateur supporters, and our
poets recited their last lines as the sun set at 10:06 p.m. The profit came to about $350: not huge,
but enough to leverage the credit of our printer of several years, Ali of Scholastic Printing. We
had also received our first grant from the Alberta Foundation of the Arts, to be used for other
expenses of our season.

The expanding roster of poets created challenges in organizing the Twelve Days of Poetry, as
well. The 1992 event was created around eleven poets chosen from the anthology by the
producers of CBC Radio literary programming in Edmonton. These eleven poets were then each
asked to invite three others to recite on the same evening. The CBD producers attended all
eleven events, selected their favourites, and recorded these at the 12th Day of Poetry.
Controversy erupted amongst the poets who had not been included, for they felt that you had to
be someone’s friend to be selected. The point was valid, so the executive came up with the plan
that we all know by now: blind judging by jurors drawn from the community, and so on. in
retrospect we have often marvelled at how the Stroll year had become a cohesive whole. The all-
inclusive Stroll fed poems to the Anthology, the Anthology fed the roster into the 12 Days of
Poetry, and the first eleven days created, by audience vote, the shortlist for the finale.

The weekly series arose at some point to fill a further need for poets to recite. Again, we
struggled with the issue of democratic selection, and filled the first weekly series roster through a
kind of hockey draft. Each weekly series is constructed in a different way, however, reflecting
the creativity of the year’s executive.

——
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And the writers’ circles continue as well. I wish more members took advantage of them. My own
experience with them was positive, for we all tried to extend the democratic and peer-support
ethic into the round- table discussion.

I wish all Stroll members and executive members much fertility in their imaginations as they
work on the Stroll. To new members: put your own stamp on it; just be prepared to adapt to the
demands of the membership; for events organized with the same individuals at centre- stage and
as arbiters tend to frustrate the poetry community. Better to have a rotating roster of hosts and
styles running each reading.

- Doug Elves, 2005

History of the Stroll of Poets Society

The following Chronological account of events and development of The Stroll of Poets Society
is gleaned from salvaged newsletters, archived magazine and press articles and past Stroll of
Poets Anthologies. It moves forward from Doug’s composition on the birth of the organization
and illustrates how the Stroll became an important and respected voice for the arts community in
Edmonton. The organization was involved in many activities promoting local artistic expression
and development of successful participants in municipal, provincial and federal literary councils
and competitions. Over the years the Stroll has consistently shown a strong support for
opportunities to promote literature and writing among the youth of our city as well. It is my hope
that by capturing the evolution of the group, the bonds of the individuals within it, and
spotlighting the events it has participated in that I can bring forth an appreciation for their
presence in the City of Edmonton.

I also wish to portray the growth of relationships between the Stroll of Poets and the vast number
of local businesses, literary associations, public and educational facilities, media outlets, and
government agencies over the past thirty years. The mutually beneficial interaction has helped to
make Edmonton the vibrant cultural center that it has now become. The events, venues and
festivals staged by and participated in by the Stroll of Poets have helped to establish and are an
integral part of the festival tradition and reputation of our City of Champions.

In the earlier years of its existence the Stroll invited the public to interact by selecting their
favorite poets at venues such as The Twelve Nights of Poetry or slam events, for example. A
great deal of planning was involved for the Stroll of Poets Society to stage the large-scale events
such as The Poets Stroll or The Twelve Nights. Committees, facilitators, and other roles were
designated each year to successfully outline, organize, schedule, and execute the events. Over the
years, as the festivals and the organization evolved, some of these functions were assimilated
into other events while other procedures have been scaled down somewhat as well.

Initially all communications between organizations, the press, and/or Stroll members (including

Newsletters) was conducted through Canada Postal Services, telephone, and even Fax
transmissions. More recently, these methods have been replaced in large part with internet
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communications such as e-mail, web sites, Facebook and other social media formats. This has
significantly affected the roles and responsibilities of the Stroll board members and committees
over the thirty years that The Stroll of Poets has been in existence.

There was also a great deal of support and interaction with the press, and other media such as
television and radio. Much of that has unfortunately subsided with cutbacks and change of focus
for media coverage and change of platforms for media itself. It is much more difficult in some
ways to reach a general portion of the public not specifically inclined to search out events in the
field of arts or literature. Where newspapers and magazines carried items relevant to many
sectors of the community which may then have been more easily noticed by all readers it is now
possible only through specific searches to locate news or announcements for interests outside of
the sensational.

Not incorporated into this history are many of the numerous occasions where the Stroll of Poets
promoted book launches for members of the organization, as there were countless such
occurrences through the years. Although some are indicated, I feared that it would take a lot of
space to include each and every one. Therefore, it is my hope that I have not created hard
feelings by missing many of them. Suffice to say that the Stroll of Poets Society has always been
very supportive of individual as well as collective achievements and promoted those
achievements on all levels. To find more accurate or detailed information please see the
newsletters and/or press clippings corresponding to the dates and events captured in this
historical recollection. Several additional memorable experiences, contributed by Stroll members
have been included after the following write up as a means of highlighting these events and,
through them, the kinship developed amongst the members of the Stroll.

Still, it cannot possibly do justice to the relationships and friendships created between members
of the Stroll and the unending support provided for each other over the years of striving together
to promote their own voices and the collective voices of poets attempting to reach out to the
public. The poetry so often reflected the beauty of our people and landscapes, the problems
plaguing our politics and identity, personal relationships to the customs and cultures of our
community, and the enduring powers of nature and love. It also dealt with fears and frights,
defined hopes and dreams, and struggles for human rights. At times a refuge to its members it
has still been a powerful voice for the arts and enjoyment of fine literature.

1991

So it began, with the Stroll holding readings monthly until June in 1991 at first, and then the first
Stroll event on Whyte Avenue, based on the concept of the Gallery Walk, moving from venue to
venue in October. A group of 65 poets travelled and read at locations starting from Bjanre’s
Books and moving westward to Café Mosaics, then Grabba Jabba, Athabasca Books, Afterwords
Books, Aspen Books, common Woman Books, Varscona Books, Blue Nile Restaurant, and
ending at Edmonton Bookstore. That was followed by a television recording of poetry reading
from Athabasca Books in November and then the first Twelve Days of Poetry began on
December 17" at The Upper Crust Restaurant to finish off that inaugural year. The exceptional
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event was facilitated in several different venues on twelve occasions ending on January 4" of
1992. 1t featured eleven poets selected by the Stroll who would each read, along with three
members which they themselves selected, through the first 11 nights of the event. Four finalists
were selected from these readers to compete on the final evening.

1992

The first Annual General Meeting was held in March of 1992 and Ivan Sundal was elected as the
first President of the Stroll of Poets Society. The annual membership fee was set at $5.00. The
initial board meetings were conducted in the Mezzanine Meeting Room of the Renford Inn on
Whyte. One of the first events organized by the Stroll of Poets was a benefit event held in Vista
33 observation lounge, on the 33" floor of the A.G.T. Tower, on June 18", Called “Poets of the
Four Quarters, it featured Mary Howes, Nigel Darbasie, Molly Chisaakay, and Gerald Hill, four
Edmonton poets, reciting in the four corners of the lounge area. It was hosted by Alderwoman
Lillian Staroszik and sponsored by A.G.T.,Upper Crust Restaurant, Arden Theater, Sweetwater
Cafg¢, Confetti’s and New Asian Village, Café Mosaics, Bullock Catering, and Alberta College
Conservtory of Music.
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As the membership grew along with increased participation, planning carried on through the year
for the next Stroll Festival set to begin on October 4™, A total fifty four poets participated in the
twelve venues that were lined up to stage poetry readings, most of which are unfortunately no
longer around. They included, as some of founding members may recall, places like Mosaics,
Tastevin, Earth’s, Varscona, Athaabasca Books, Campa Java, H McColl’s, Continental, Bjarne’s
Books, Vertigo, Grabba, J. Strauss, Strathcona, Hanratty’s, Courtney’s, L.’ Alliance, and S.
Carrol. It was a great success and made it apparent that there was a great interest in Edmonton in
the sharing of words. It was determined that over 1500 persons attended those Festival events.

The first Stroll of Poets Newsletter was created and mailed out to members in November. It
announced a meeting to be held that month in The Renford Inn in order to plan for the upcoming
12 Days of Poetry. The newsletter also included an analysis of the attendance at all venues
participating in the recent Stroll event. The newsletter was issued from the office of The Stroll of
Poets Society: 103, 10826 — 78 Ave, Edmonton, AB, T6E 1P8.

The 12 Days of Poetry that first full year included forty-four poets, selected anonymously by a
jury of Stroll members, who judged their entries in the first Stroll Anthology, also published that
year. Four poets read on each of the first eleven days. Of those poets a final four were selected,
by the same jury to read on the final, twelfth day, where the winner was chosen.

1993

During 1993 Speakshops and Workshops were introduced and led by Anna Marie Sewell and
Walter Kaasa for members to improve their skills. The Poetry Live Series was staged every
Thursday that year at Latte Café. An outreach program was initiated and successfully
implemented their goals of encouraging groups of people to write and share their words and to
promote interest in poetry in the city of Edmonton. The Alberta Foundation for the Arts and the
Canada Council sponsored twenty outreach poets with $100 grants through this initiative.
Leaflets soliciting participation were once again distributed throughout the city by Stroll
members.

Stroll newsletters became a regular communication to members with 4 issues published during
the year. The first was in March and provided sign up and submission forms for the third annual
Stroll Festival and guidelines for the annual anthology. It also listed details of the upcoming
AGM: $5.00 membership fees were due; submission of forms for the Stroll Festival; submission
of poem and bio for the anthology; opportunity to declare a desire to participate in the 12 Days of
Poetry; nominations and election of the board (recommended to elect a President, Secretary and
Treasurer and a total of eight to ten members). The newsletter was issued from a new office
location of 10503 — 100 Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5J 0AS.

There were two newsletters in August, the first on the second of the month was The Stroll of
Poets News. It offered news on the commencement of regular office hours and planning details
around upcoming workshops and preparations for the Festival. The next issue was The Stroll
Scroll (picked up from the list, or scroll, of participants in the festival) and would remain the
name of the newsletter for several years. It took on a more formal format that reiterated most of
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the news in the previous newsletter. The October Stroll Scroll detailed the schedule for the
Festival and also included articles about the outreach program and the Thursday evening poetry
live events. Those articles were also repeated in the December issue which included details of the
12 Days of Poetry event as well. It also contained a couple of advertisements resulting from
work of the outreach committee. One was from the Grant McEwen Community College
announcing new courses being offered in creative writing and the other was a call for 16 poets to
work in community outreach workshops for an honorarium of $100 each.

In preparation for the Stroll event leaflets were distributed by Stroll members, referred to as
Poetroopers, to advertise it in advance. Opening day was deemed “Beret Day” and Don McKay,
the poet in residence at the U of A and winner of the 1991 Governor General Award for Poetry,
was featured at the opening brunch held at the Strathcona Legion. That year an Open Stage was
managed by Andrew Thompson and the culmination of the Festival was celebrated at the No
Bards Barred wrap up event. Participating poets received a $10 honorarium and an Anthology
for their performance.

Some repeat and many new South side venues were lined up by the busy Stroll board members
that year including Sunflower Gallery, Hanratty’s Teashop, Greenwoods Books, Latte Café, The
Black Dog, Athabasca Books, Mama’s Bistro, Bjarne’s Books, Continental Trust, and Hugh
McColl’s.

The Twelve Days of Poetry once again featured Don McKay on the final Day of the event. The
44 participating readers were selected by Stroll members based on their Anthology entry but the
four readers for that last day as well as the eventual winner were selected, based on their
performance, by patrons that year to add more excitement to the event.

1994

In early March of 1994 the Outreach directive again concentrated on encouraging groups to write
and share poetry and increased their effort to secure funds for developing poets. Thanks to the
directions learned during an initial instructive workshop conducted by Alice Major and Glen
Kirkland, Stroll poets were paired up and completed two visits to a society or group of their
choice. During the first visit the poets read their own work and then conducted a workshop
aimed at stimulating the production of poetry. During the second visit the group participants
presented and discussed their creations.

This effort was mentioned in the first of four ever improving Stroll Scroll newsletters for the year
in March. It included a message from the president, Ivan Sundal at that time, which was to
become a regular feature. This newsletter indicated that the Stroll was receiving funding at this
point from The Alberta Foundation for the Arts and from The Canada Council as well to
encourage the development of poetic events. It announced a new workshop with Don McKay
and Jan Zwicky to take place in May dealing with editing the work of others. An article about the
weekly Latte Café readings included the fact that a grueling new format, known as sweatshops,
were held during this event on the last Thursday of each month. Also in another article it was
mentioned that Vi’s for Pies was holding a poetry reading event on the last Sunday afternoon of

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 14



each month. An interesting new event was also to occur in Calgary in the month of June, it
advertised as well. Calgary was scheduling its first annual Stroll event.

The following Stroll Scroll, in May, included a message from the new president, Candace
Bamber. The evolving Scroll was then including graphics and pictures and looking more
sophisticated with each edition. It began to include a calendar of events, updates on workshops,
retreats and reading series regularly. It became much easier for members to keep in touch with
events and receive updates about activities with the distribution of five newsletters during 1994.
The following events, occurring during the year, were detailed in subsequent newsletters in
August, September, and December.

The Twelve Days of Poetry in January, 1994 attracted four hundred attendees during the first
eleven days and an additional one hundred and sixty in the final day. The Stroll board arranged
for event sponsors, the Canada Council, Alberta Foundation for the Arts, and the Edmonton
Journal that year and it was coordinated very successfully by Anna Mioduchowska along with
assistants Doug Elves and Myrna Garanis. The host for the twelve successive evenings was
Jocko and featured forty-four poets, guest poet, Don McKay, along with Dancer of Poems Debra
Shantz, Voice of Danced Poems Mary Howes, and the Thomas Trofimuk and Kathleen
Henderson Band. The Stroll also presented composer Anna Beaumont performing renditions of
poetry from previous anthologies on the twelfth day.

Seventy-five poets participated in the first Calgary Stroll of Poets on June 5™, sponsored by the
Writer’s Guild of Alberta, along 17" Avenue. Readings took place at several venues along the
strip such as Sandpiper Books, Bagels and Buns, Peppers Deli, Mount Royal Village, Books n
Books, Melrose Café, The Croft, Sandcastles, and Decadent Desserts. A wrap up party, hosted
by Judy Hamill of CBC1010, and poetry sweatshop concluded the day at the Ship & Anchor
Pub.

An invitation to the Stroll of Poets for members to read in the Read Canada tent during the
evenings in August and an anthology proofreading bee was held in the Stroll office that month
also. The anthology was launched in September at Greenwoods Bookshoppe with readings by
Candace Bamber and Alice Major. A voice workshop was conducted by Walter Kaasa in the
month of September. Walter was also featured in the opening brunch for the Festival in October.

1995

The year 1995 saw the publication of five newsletters once again. The May edition carried a logo
for the first time which was replaced by a new logo in the September issue. During this year the
newsletters contained new features about welcoming new members, a feature column, titled the
way [ write, which were submitted by Stroll members, literary magazines and poetry contests on
top of the regular news updates and Stroll announcements. Some of the calls for poetry
submissions were local and some were even foreign. The opportunities were numerous and they
included calls for poetry for Fiddlehead’s Dress Code writing contest (NB), Madame Bull’s
Tavern literary magazine (Edmonton), Rowan Books Christmas Anthology, The Amethyst
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Review’s Vanishing Breeds Contest (NS), the Isabel Miller Award in Celebration of Women in
Art (Edmonton), Autumn Tide Press (Montreal), CBC and Saturday Night Magazine (Toronto),
Global Graphics (California), Wicked Magazine (California), Whiskey Island Magazine
poetry/fiction contest (University of Cleveland), Jottings Magazine (San Jose, California),
Original Creations Magazine (Georgia), Poetechniciens Magazine (England) and The Straits
Times (Singapore).

The fourth edition of the Twelve Days of Poetry was run through the month of January and was
considered another smashing success. It was becoming a recognized and ever more appreciated
event and was well covered by the Edmonton press.

During the first half of the year a new reading series was held on Tuesday evenings at Café
Soleil on Whyte Avenue. It was dubbed Poetry Night in Canada and featured four scheduled
readers from teams that were drafted to begin the season, and an open stage event weekly. The
series concluded in June with a sudden death playoft series where two poets went head to head
with only one advancing to the next round. The last one standing would be declared the winner
but, unfortunately, I could not find any information on who that was.

During the Alberta Book Fair, held March 31 to April 2, that year, the Canadian Author’s
Association sponsored several writing workshop at the downtown public library. A workshop on
writing for a younger audience was conducted by Sheldon Oberman (children’s book award
winner) and Cora Taylor while another workshop on mystery writing was led by Janice Mant.
Alex Mair conducted another workshop on humor and a workshop on publishing your own work
was led by Mary Dawe. Grant MacEwan Community College also staged the April Fools
Literary Cabaret during the festival which presented an event on the main stage which was The
Duelling Presidents. It featured Alice Major, representing the Writers Guild, versus Janice Mant,
representing the Canadian Author’s Association. Other presentations during the evening included
performances by Cora Taylor, Fred Stenson, Nancy Gibson, Shirley Serviss, Sheldon Oberman,
and the Strolling Fools (made up of Stroll of Poets members) as well as Bill Damur on flute and
illustrator Robert Woodbury.

Other events that occurred for the Stroll in 1995 included weekly writers circles, held in the
Idylwyde public library on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. One of these groups was facilitated
by Sandra Mooney Ellerbeck and the other by Jacques Benoit. The Poetry Festival, again staged
in the month of September, opened with Di Brandt featured at the Stroll Brunch. The Idylwyde
branch of the public library was beginning to host more events on behalf of the Stroll of Poets
and in October they hosted an event called the Halloween Harvest of Poetry. Ten members
presented a poem during the evening. The launch of the Stroll Anthology occurred December
third that year at City Hall. The Twelve Days of Poetry commenced in December with the first
six events occurring just before the end of the year. The second half of the readings took place in
January of 1996.

There was considerable debate through the year about the possibility of a Stroll poet laureate,

who would be known as the Big Bard, in an attempt to increase visibility of the organization and
improve the quality of poetry (as per their mission statement). The big question and influencing
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factor that arose was democracy versus quality. It was also an aim of the Stroll president,
Candace Bamber, to extend the poetry community and reach out to other poetry organizations.

With the birth of the Stroll web site in 1995 new communication channels began to open up and
the board decided to include an introduction stating what the Stroll was about and who they
were. The site was to also include event schedules, links to other poetry sites, poems by
members, and a system to sell Stroll anthologies and calendars.

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets Society sister group, the Calgary Stroll of Poets featured over 60
poets in various venues (cafes and bookstores) along 17™ Avenue on June 4™ of this year.

1996

The year 1996 began with the final six days of the hugely successful Twelve Days of Poetry
Event for The Stroll of Poets which was coordinated by Jannie Edwards that year. Many of the
venues staging readings that year no longer exist in the Old Strathcona vicinity of Edmonton.
Locations included the Commissary, Buy the Cup Café, Martini’s Bar and Grill, the Upper Crust
Caf¢ and the City Media Club. Shortly after this event concluded five members of the Stroll of
Poets participated in a presentation held at The Princess Theater on the evening that “Total
Eclipse” was screened by reading poems dedicated to a departed one. At the AGM, held that year
at First Baptist Church, Jocelyn Veret was elected as the new president of the Stroll of Poets.

As stated earlier, the relationship between the Stroll and the Idylwyde public library branch was
continually growing and an opportunity was again provided by the branch to stage an event for
Valentines Day called “Heart Beat Poetry”. Of course, the themes of the poems dealt with love
and relationships. The Idylwyde branch also offered the use of their meeting room to the Stroll to
hold meetings for the writers circle groups which extended throughout the entire year. Poetry by
Stroll members was also published in a periodical published by the library titled The Source.

In conjunction with World Figure Skating Championships, being held in Edmonton from March
20™ to the 23", the Stroll of Poets was invited to play a role in the Feel the Spirit Festival held
simultaneously at the “World Village” in the Edmonton Agricom. There, thirty poets read over
three evenings on the theme of the village and the festival, which was “Good Living”. A couple
of months later, on June 8" and 9th, Di Brandt, U of A writer in residence, conducted a writing
workshop at the U of A L’Uni Theatre of Edmonton called Writing Magic. Also, that month the
2" issue of Madame Bull’s Tavern was sponsored and launched by Black Dog Freehouse.

The third annual Calgary Stroll of Poets occurred on June 2™ in restaurants and bookstores along
17™ Avenue once again.

The summer months introduced a new reading venue at Persimmon Deli and a new thematic
structure. The “World Series Poetry” games were played weekly with a different baseball related
category for each event. After Scrub the first night, the following week the name of the game
was Starting Line-up. This was followed by Casey’s Hall of Fame, then Free Agents night and
the season concluded with another Scrub event.
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The Stoll Festival officially kicked off on October 5 but the night before that a special
presentation was organized by Doug Elves to replace the opening day brunch which had been
held in previous years. It was a grand affair, which also served as a fundraiser, with special guest
star staged in the Skylight room of the Strathcona Legion. The featured artist was Merle Collins,
a British spoken word poet originally from Grenada, who performed to a packed house. The
festival commenced the next day and each night wrapped up with the No Bards Barred Bar at the
Strathcona Legion. A musical group comprising Stroll members, called the Poets Unplugged,
also provided entertainment at the bar with acoustical music. Numerous bookstores situated in
Old Strathcona were included in the venues for the Stroll festival. Where have they all gone?
These various locations all participated: Breadstick Café, Alhambra Books, Princess Theater,
Greenwoods Books, The Bagel Tree, Strathcona Books, Black Dog Freehouse, Misty Mountain
Coffee, Athabasca Books, Mama Bistro, Bjarne’s Books, and Orlando Books. There was a total
of 111 poets who performed during the festival.

November was a memorable month for one of the Stroll’s founding members when Alice Major
travelled to England to read her poetry at Leeds University on the seventh. She was honored with
a runner up award in the Stand Magazine poetry competition. Late that month the Stroll was also
invited to participate in the Canadian Author’s Association event at the U of A Education
Building.

The Stroll Anthology was launched at an Emergency General Meeting held on December first in
order that the board could provide information and hold a vote about an important decision. As
there appeared to be a strong likelihood of a competing festival occurring one week prior to the
Stroll of Poets Festival, should the Stroll reschedule their festival for the spring to avoid a
conflict. The “word on the Street” (WOTC) festival, traditionally promoted and held at this time
in Toronto by an Ontario corporation as a part of a National celebration of Poetry, was also
federally funded. The vote was held to gain the confidence of the membership in the Board’s
decision making process. The good news for the Stroll was that, in the end, WOTC decided not
to schedule an event in Edmonton.

1997

A lot of postage was used for a total of seven Stroll Scroll Newsletters that were mailed out to
members throughout the year followed up by six more through the year of 1997.

The Twelve Days of Poetry, organized this time by Marilyn Hooper, initiated the year 1997 for
the Stroll. It was again well received with a total of 600 attendees through the first eleven days
and 225 more on the final day. In total 44 poets read over the 12 events.

The reading series, organized this time around by William Nicholls, returned and ran from
February through to the end of May at Block 1912 European Café. With another different angle
this year, each week ran on a different theme which were decided upon by the membership from
entries submitted at the end of the year before. The first was Leaps not Taken and was
subsequently followed by Parents and Children, Funny eh?, the blues-the spirit, Play Things,
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Fools Night, Stars of the University, Green, Her/His Name, Heroes and Holy Innocents, Poets
read favorite poets, Pop, and then observations on the opposite sex to conclude the series. The
writers circles also continued at Idylwyde, to start the year and continued throughout, held on
Tuesday evenings, facilitated by Reineke Gerding-Lengle, and Thursday evenings, facilitated by
Sandra Ellerbeck. A pair of writing courses were also offered at Grant MacEwan Community
College, City Center Campus, during the first months of the year. One of them was led by
Theresa Shea and centered upon A Sense of Place: Poetry and Region. The other course was
Writing the Short Story conducted by Dianne Linden.

The 1997 AGM, convened at St Anthony Teacher’s Center on March 22, brought in a new set of
bylaws for the Stroll of Poetry Society, replacing the original bylaws utilized since 1991,
reorganizing the size and the structure of the board due to the growth of members and events. It
also welcomed in a new president in Anna Mioduchowska for the upcoming season. Anna also
became the first member to take on the role of archivist for the Stroll.

The Calgary Stroll of Poets ran a subdued version of their Stroll Festival at a single location on
June 8". Along with poetry readings, a Sweatshop event was coordinated by Judy Hamill at
Michaelangelo’s Workshop Café.

Calls for poetry submissions, advertised through the Stroll Scroll, included Edmonton’s
Snowapple Press Anthology “Undercurrents”, Hamilton’s Mekler & Deahl Publishers request
for Chapbook manuscripts, and Rowan Books of Edmonton had two calls, the first being for
poems to be included in a new series of Volumes of Verse and the second was a call for poetry
by women who had experienced forms of depression or isolation.

The Stroll of Poets also solicited poems to be submitted electronically in order to be published
as an e-poem on their developing web site. These poems would also be archived by the

National Library of Canada. See Magazine included poetry by Stroll members in its volume 176
April edition focused on renaissance of the Spoken Word.

On October 5™ the Stroll Festival commenced with an opening brunch featuring performance
poet, playwright, and actress Sheri-D Wilson. This year’s festival was organized by Marilyn
Hooper, who arranged for a repeat of Dean MacKenie and the Jupiter Trio’s performance of
Alan Ginsberg’s “Howl” during the festival, She also lined up the five venues which staged the
events each day which included Alhambra Books, Athabasca Books, Bagel Tree, Breadstick
Caf¢, Greenwoods Bookshoppe, Misty on Whyte, Orlando Books, and Traveller’s Antiques.

Immediately following the festival Alberta Book Fair Society held their Book Fair, which this
year became known as “The Word Is Out”, in the old Strathcona bus barns. The Stroll manned a
table, among many other book stalls, where they also sold anthologies calendars. Visiting authors
and poetry readings were highlighted throughout the fair.

The fall and winter of 1997 saw the reading series continue on Tuesday evenings at the Upper
Crust. It was coordinated by Virginia Gellese. A Fall poetry workshop was sponsored by the
Stroll and conducted in the Heritage Room in City Hall. The workshop was entitled “Travelling
with the Muse”. It was organized by Louis Munan, who divided it into three sessions: Part A was
led by Alice Major, Part B was hosted by Bet Almon, and part three was facilitated by Doug
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Barber. November 30" saw the launch of the Stroll of Poets Anthology at City Hall and drew a
crowd of 100 people.

The Twelve Days of Poetry ran from December 27 until January 17. Stroll of Poets presented
readings at several different locations again. The started out at Station X Café for the first 3
nights, Grounds for Coffee for the next 3 nights, La Boheme for evening 7,8 and 9, Sariena’s
Caf¢ for the next 3 nights, and the Hellenic Cultural Center for the finale on the 120 evening,
where the 5 audience favorites read on the last night. Another great event to end another great
year for the Stroll.

1998

The Stroll of Poets Society membership swelled to over 200 during the year 1998. There was a
need for an increase in volunteers, coordinators for the multiple events, writing circles and
workshops, help for anthology and newsletter production (five printed during this year) as well
as administration requirements. During the early months of the year several calls for poetry
submissions provided opportunities for Stroll poets to enter poems for consideration. Other
Voices called for poems with an Alberta theme for their tenth anniversary issue, “Extreme
Alberta”, to be published in that spring’s edition. The Canadian League of Poets, out of Toronto,
called for manuscripts of 15 to 24 pages for a Canadian Poetry Chapbook Competition. Rowan
Books put out an early call for submissions to be considered for a 1999 anthology on the topic of
depression and/or isolation, particularly for among women. The Stroll of Poets also continued to
publish member’s poetry electronically on their website. The location of the web site at that time
was http://www.ccinet.ab.ca/stroll

January saw the conclusion of the Stroll’s Twelve Days of Poetry with the final day held at the
Commissary Bistro and Deli on this occasion. The coordinator, Doug Elves, also arranged for
entertainment to be provided by Local artists The Rault Brothers Rhythm and Blues Band.
Almost immediately afterwards. a workshop was scheduled for January 16™ and 17™. Sessions
were led by Ted Blodgett, Shirley Seviss, and Gerry Potter. On top of meeting every third
Thursday evening at Idylwyde Library, the writers circle began to hold a day time meeting on the
third Tuesday as well. Thurday sessions were led by Gordon McRae and Andrew Thompson
while the Tuesday groups were hosted by Jennie Frost.

Opportunities continued to expand for Stroll members with further workshops, courses and even
a consultation process offered through the Writer in Residence program at Grant MacEwan
Community College. At that time the writer in residence was Alice Major (from February 17" to
April 30™) and she provided the consultations and also presented some of her poetry during an
event staged at the college on February 23™. During that time an editing course was also hosted
by Nancy MacKenzie on consecutive weekends during March through Continuing Education and
held at the Edmonton Public Schools Boardwalk location. For adventurous poets a slightly more
remote offering, advertised in the newsletter, was a writing course offered at the Art Institute of
Guatemala in the city of Antigua, This course ran from March 28" to April 6™ and was instructed
by Merna Summers. Another workshop, on producing a chapbook, was organized for April 25™
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and was organized and taught by taught by Ivan Sundal, Myrna Garanis, Jocko, and Anna
Mioduchowska. Workshops were again made available in the middle of September by
coordinator Louis Munan. On the 12" Anne Le Dressay and Ted Blodgett were the facilitators
and on the 13" Gerry Potter and Sheri-D Wilson were the facilitators of the courses held in the
Heritage Room of City Hall. The topics of these workshops revolved around poetry in the
everyday, poetry in the exotic, and poetry in the performance.

The Stroll AGM occurred on March 21* and one of the actions passed in that meeting was to
increase the membership fees to $10 for the upcoming year. Other events staged during the year
included a special reading presentation at Sariena’s Café, organized by Louis Munanon on May
21%. This event featured Australian poet Jan Owen accompanied by Mary T MacDonald and
Jocko who read as well. The Stroll Festival occurred in October once again in most of the same
venues it was staged in the year before. A new location this year was the International Hostel.
The Strathcona Legion hosted the opening Brunch in the Griffin Room and the main attraction
was poet and street musician, Tim Lander, with members of the writers guild also attending the
function.

The Anthology book launch happened on December 12 at City Hall along with a half dozen
Stroll poets reading poetry and a performance by harpist Tracy Brown. The year ended in the
midst of the Twelve Days of Poetry festival which was coordinated by David Hugget that year.
As in the year before, the first three evenings were held at Station X Café, the following three
occurred at Grounds for Coffee, the next three at La Boheme. The events on the tenth and
eleventh days were at Saiena’s Café and the final event was at the Hellenic Cultural Center once
again with entertainment provided by the Rault Brothers Rhythm and Blues Band.

1999

Grant MacEwan Community College once again offered a variety of writing courses January
through April of 1999, although only a few dealt with poetry. This year the Tuesday night
reading series was shifted to the Sugar Bowl Coffee and Juice Bar for January and February. It
moved again to Block 1912 for the month of March and then relocated to La Boheme Restaurant
April. Stroll member, Suzanne Batten, also coordinated a Speakeasy event every Monday
evening at Misty on Whyte as well. The Stroll poetry circle at Idylwyde Library no longer met
due to a lack of participation but a group met at Jennie Frost’s house on three Monday afternoons
during the months of March, April and May and was then also discontinued. Other events
promoted by the Stroll were abundant however. One example would be the May 1* Women’s
Spirit Circles get together to experience women’s rituals across traditions of old world cultures.
Another would be the series of four fund raisers, billed as the Poetry In Motion Coffeehouse was
sponsored by the Baha’i Community in support of the Edmonton Women’s Shelter and WIN
House. A help bank was present at each of the events for donations of pots & pans, dishes,
bedding, clothing, small appliances etc. All events were presented at the Baha’i community
center where entertainment and poetry reading were a part of the evening. The first event was
February 20" with poetry and music. The next was scheduled on June 19" with harpist Marcelle
Labrossiere entertaining along with folk singer and guitarist Roy Agnew. West Jet tickets for two
were given out as a door prize as well. The final show was staged on September 25"
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The 1999 AGM convened March 20" at City Hall once again in the City Room. A new board
was elected with Nancy MacKenzie chosen as the new president. A call was put out for cover art
for the annual Stroll Anthology and it was decided to create a new publicity committee. The
benefits identified for this group would be public relations experience, skill development &
career consultations, recommendations & letters of reference, public recognition & certificates,
free admission to some events, volunteer appreciation nights, personalized media guide, contact
with funding agancies, publication & production credits, opportunities for internships,
introduction to arts professionals, and personal promotional materials.

April, which was National Poetry Month, was a busy month beginning with a special event that
was sponsored by the city of Edmonton this year and commencing that spring. A collaboration
between The Edmonton Arts Council, the Canada Council, and Edmonton Transit brought
Edmonton Transit patrons in touch with the vibrant poetry community within the city by
featuring poetry by sixteen poets on their buses throughout the year of 1999. Although the
deadline for submissions was May 31 the event was launched by Jocko and Tracie Scott through
a poetry slam held at Dewey’s Pub on Campus on April 14" and covered by the Edmonton
Journal and CFRN News as well. As part of the celebration of National Poetry month, Orlando
Books also staged five poetry readings for the Stroll of Poets during the month.

A celebration in honor of the winners of the Modern/Traditional Poetry Contest was held on
April 6™ at La Boheme as a part of the Tuesday night Reading series. This reading featured the
first prize winner, Mary T MacDonald, and one of the second prize winners, Craig Miller. The
poem of the other second prize winning author, Chris Tenove, was actually read by Ivan Sundal.
A special prize was also awarded to a poem by Rebecca Luce-Kaplar for her glosa (which was
four lines over the allowed limit) because it was such a fine example of exploration of a
traditional form. This poem was presented by Alice Major. Honorable mentions also went to
Richard Davies, Ben Murray, and Teri Taylor-Tunski. Then, still in April, on the 23" of the
month, together with sponsor The League of Canadian Poets, the Edmonton Art Gallery staged a
special reading event. Poets from across the country including Patrick Friesen, Rhona McAdam,
and Richard Harrison, were joined by local poets Jocko, Jacqueline Bell, Kath MacLean, Nancy
Mackenzie, and Anna Mioduchowska on this very special occasion.

Another unusual but special occasion occurred on during the summer on July 4™ that year when
two Stroll members, William Nichols and Audrey Whitson, were married with many of their
Stroll friends present at Alberta Avenue Community Hall.

In September “The Word is Out Book Fair” was held at the downtown Edmonton Public Library
on the 19", The event was coordinated by Jenine Dumont and included poetry readings by Stroll
members as well as a table promoting and selling published works of Stroll members manned by
Vanna Tessier and other volunteers that she solicited for the cause. And in Calgary, that month,
the Society of Poets, Bards and Storytellers participated in their Stroll Festival as well. It was
kicked off with coffee, croissants and poetry readings at Annie’s Book Shop in the morning and
then continued at Author Author Bookstore, Razz Barry’s, and Pages Books before moving to
Kensington Pub to conclude the day’s activities with a wrap up party.
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The beginning of October once again heralded the onset of the Stroll Festival beginning on the
third of the month and was coordinated this year by Rusti Lehay. It opened once again with a
brunch in the Griffin Room at the Strathcona Legion featuring special guest Tim Lilburn. Dean
McKenzie and Spiritus provided entertainment during the No Bards Barred Bar and he managed
the sweatshop event at the finale as well. Book sales were also made available during that event.
The scheduled readers presented their poems at various venues such as Isis Books, Orlando
Books, Traveller Antiques/Bjarne’s Books, Alhambra Books, Athabasca Books, Greenwoods
Bookshoppe, and International Hostel. Another reading that month occurred at Idylwyde Library
on the 21%. The special event was billed as “Poetry for Windy Nights”.

The month of December included the Anthology launch and Christmas party at City Hall on the
18" of the month. The year then concluded with the first three days of The Twelve Days of
Poetry Festival on the 28th, 29th, and 30" at Orlando Books. The festival continued into the new
millenia with readers at Grounds for Coffee on the 7th, 8" and 9™ of J anuary, at La Boheme on
the 12", 13™, and 14" and then at the Upper Crust on the 15" and 17" of the month. Day 12 of
the event featuring the finalists and hosted by MC Keysia Jarmicka, from CBC Radio One, was
held at the Strathcona Legion with music provided by Eddie Patterson.

2000

After the success of the Twelve Days of Poetry that anthology from the previous year went on to
become the number 5 best seller in Edmonton book stores in 2000. January also saw the return of
writers circle meetings which were held on Monday afternoons, again at Jennie Frost’s house.
February ushered in the new Poetry Tuesday reading series coordinated by Mark Kozub. A
theme was assigned to each week and the venues alternated each month. During that first month
the readings took place at Block 1912. The four Tuesdays incorporated the themes of Birth,
Valentines Day, Explosions and then Slice of Life. During March the events took place at
Grounds for Coffee highlighting themes like Modern & Traditional, Childhood, Awakenings,
and then Metaphysical. Razzelberries Restaurant and Cappuccino Bar hosted the first reading
during the month of April with a Prairie vs Maritime Showdown. The following Tuesday reading
was a Jazz event held at Yardbird Suite. With the theme, of course, Nature of Jazz. There was
great jazz music, art and poetry readings by Mark Kozub, Shirley Serviss, Richard Davies, and
Dean McKenzie with an open mic session afterwards. The final two Tuesdays of April, the
readings occurred in the Centennial Room at The Stanley Milner Library with the theme of the
third week being Re-birth and the last one was The End.

The initial workshop of the year was coordinated by Pamela Young and scheduled for February
19 at Norquest College. The workshop was called The Music of Poetry, The Poetry of Music,
thus dealing with the blending of poetry and music. It was conducted by Dean McKenzie. The
Espressivo Poetry Contest “Lines from the Heart” concluded a week later with an Espressivo
open stage event at Oliver Music. A mix of music and poetry based on the theme of love was
performed during the event cosponsored by the Stroll and Oliver Music. Other reading series
events included “Grounds for Jammin” hosted by Mark Kozub on the last Saturday of each
month at Grounds for Coffee, which included comedy, music and dancing, along with the poetry
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readings. Friday nights at Razzelberries was folk night and also often included a poetry open
stage along with the folk music.

The Stroll AGM was held on March 18" in City Hall and another new president was elected to
head up the Stroll of Poets Board. Mar Kozub, the Alberta Beatnik Poet, took over the leadership
of the organization. Shortly thereafter the stroll figured in a spoken word CD which was released
at the end of the month. Tupperware Sandpiper issue 3 was devoted to the writers and musicians
who collaborated on the production. The disc included a total of 22 tracks.

During April, which was National Poetry Month, the Stroll of Poets arranged an online poetry
workshop called “Poetry Exchange”. Poems sent in by Stroll members were forwarded to
established poets who replied with feedback on the submitted poem. The Stroll of Poets in
conjunction with The League of Canadian Poets conducted a Poetry Relay Contest which also
concluded in April. Poets, randomly placed in groups of five, each contributed 2 or 3 lines to a
poem which was then passed on to the next group member via e-mail. The winning entries were
published in the Stroll newsletter and also read at the Canadian Poets League’s “Rites of Spring”
event on April 6™. The team of Nancy Mackenzie, Myrna Garanis, Gordon McRae, Catherine
Patrick, and Jannie Edwards and the team of Diane Buchanan, Dean McKenzie, Jocelyn Verret,
Dianne Bennet, and Rusti Lehay actually ended up in a draw so both the of the teams read during
that evening and also had their poems published. The result of another contest was also published
in the April edition of People’s Poetry Letter and cited on The Literary Network web site. That
was the 3" annual International People’s Haiku and Senrya Cantest which called for submissions
referencing people such as themes of human nature or human condition.

What began as Summer Tuesdays at the Backroom Vodka Bar with Stroll poetry readings and
entertainment by the Raving Poets was such a hit that it was held over for the rest of the year.
The group consisted of Mark Kozub (the Alberta Beatnik), Thomas Trofimuk, Randy Edwards
and somebody called only Mysterio. Each Tuesday the best poet was selected by the audience
and invited to read on August 31* at B Scene Studios. At that performance the readings were
burned on to a CD along with accompanying music. The disc was released at a showcase of the
Raving Poets on September 12" where a new logo for the Stroll of Poets was also revealed.
The CD was given air time on local radio stations CJSR and CKUA as well as coverage on A
Channel’s Wired and a documentary aired on the Bravo Network gaining the Stroll some
excellent exposure. Also during the summer of that year, Alice Major was named president of
the League of Canadian Poets, while her book, “Tales for an Urban Sky, was named to the
Literary Network’s Top Ten Poetry Books. Her fourth collection of poems, “Corona Radiata”,
would also be launched in December, later that year.

A busy Fall that year began on September 15" with The Word is Out Book Fair, produced by
David Hugget, where Stroll members had the opportunity to join in poetry readings and sell their
publications. The University of Alberta offered several writing courses at that time through the
Faculty of Extension, one of which was led by the Stroll’s Jocko. That course, Poetry Crossfire,
dealt with the poet’s relationship with the public audience. Opportunities for poets to share their
works also arose ay various other venues through the fall of that year. On the first Saturday of
each month Paris Market offered a reading series. Luna Loca held an open stage for spoken word
and music every Sunday. The Olive Reading Series took place on the second Tuesday evening of
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every month at Martini’s Bar and Grill as well. There were numerous calls for poetry by
publications competing for submissions at that time as well. Harpweaver publishers, from Brock
University, was requesting poetry manuscripts while Poetry Kit Magazine, People’s Poetry
Letter, Grain Magazine, Oolichan Books, and Cambridge Writers Collective were also all
seeking submission of poems. Online, 701 Magazine, Qwerte, and Poetry Podium were taking
submissions of poetry as well.

The annual Stroll Festival commenced on October 1* with the opening brunch featuring Jeffrey
McDaniel, from California, on this occasion. Strathcona Legion hosted this event as well as the
No Holds Barred Bar after hours which provided entertainment, poetry sweatshops and book sale
opportunities. The festival was extended to a full week this year with venues presenting readings
daily including special guest Clifton Joseph, from Toronto. In celebration of the year 2000, the
focus of the daily reading events was 2000 years of Poetry and they shifted to a different era and
hosted in a different venue. Day 1, on Sunday, the focus was, of course, The Stroll of Poets. The
next day, the format was a poetry Slam dealing with poetry based on the era B.C. On day 3 the
format was Vogon Poetry and the era was 1A.D to Beuwolf with the following day focused on
1 to 14" century poetry called eXeXeX Poetry. The Thursday event, which was day 5, was on
the time period of 15™ to 18" century poetry. Friday, it was 19" century poetry and the theme
was to be Poetry Sports while 20" century poetry was the focus for the final day held at The
Stanley Milner Library Theater. The other venues which hosted readings throughout the week
were: The Naked Cyber Café, Trader Antiques & Bjorne’s Books, Orlando Books, Athabasca
Books, Greenwoods, Alhambra Books, and International Hostel.

The annual Stroll Anthology was rolled out at a book launch held once again at City Hall. The
newsletter distributed this December was the first issued with the new logo for The Stroll of
Poets Society. The Twelve Days of Poetry did not start until January of 2001 this time around.

2001

The Festival kicked off the year 2001 for the Stroll on January 4™ and it was decided to use a
predetermined panel of judges from outside of the poetry community to judge the poetry during
the readings. The jury was made up of: 1). Donna Rollie, Municipal Advisor, Alberta
MunicipalAffairs, 2). Nancy Critchley, Creative Director, Shandwick Intemational, 3.) Sandhano
Schuhze, Artistic Director, Northem Light Theatre. 4.) Gordon Mclure, Business Services
Advisor, Alberta Municipal Affairs, 5,) Michael Phair, Councillor, The City of Edmonton. 6,)
Peter Brown, Host of CBC's RadioActive. 7,) Lori Nagy, Communhy Investment Advisor,
ATCO Gas. The venue for the first eleven days was Grounds for Coffee & Antiques with the
final day moving to the Sidetrack Café. There were mixed reviews following the event about
using a bar to highlight the poets although the exposure was significant.

Some of the readings scheduled that spring included a Valentines event at Naked Cyber Café
which featured erotic and XXX poetry. The following week The Songs of the Street Art
Foundation staged a coffeehouse and poetry night at the Bissel Center presenting music and
poetry. The readers who were present read poems that were entered in a contest and would be
included in an anthology to be sold by Our Voices vendors. Open stage readings were a part of
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the Paris Market Reading Series which was scheduled for the first Saturday of each month. The
event included scheduled readers, who were paid an honorarium of $10.00, and had an open mic
as well. The Olive Reading Series continued on the second Tuesday of every month at Martini’s
Bar and Grill and Luna Loca also maintained their open stage every Sunday. During February,
March, and April CBC radio aired a variety of Albertan poets and artists in its program called
Midday Express.

Opportunities to submit poetry were abundant during that time. Advertised in the Stroll Scroll
were such publications as Stanzas, out of Maxville Ontario, who called for long poems, Prairie
Journal, in Rhode Island, and Broken Jaw Press from Fredericton, New Brunswick. There were
other submission requests from Descant, in Toronto, West Coast Paradise Publishing, out of
Sardis B.C. and Prairie Fire from Winnipeg. More local calls came from LIbEIl, a publication in
Edmonton, Snap, seeking prairie based poetry, and Filling Station, out of Calgary. At the same
time, the Stroll of Poets was announcing that they wanted poems from Stroll members only for
the first edition of proposed quarterly chapbooks. The Chapbook would be titled “Orphans of
Silence”. Springboard.ca was also looking for poems to be used in a new website producing
electronic greeting cards for all occasions.

The AGM, held again in the Heritage Room at City Hall on March 24", saw the re-election of
Mark Kozub as the president for the upcoming season.

On May 1* the Backroom Vodka Bar was the site of a simultaneous launch of Phil the Cowboy
Poet, otherwise known as Phillip A Jagger, and Volumes I and II of “Tongue Circus”, produced
by the Alberta Beatnik, otherwise know as Mark Kozub. The two CD’s, billed as thrills of verbal
gymnastics, sold for $10.00 each and included recordings of the previous stroll by the Raving
Poets Band, The Alberta Beatnik, Thomas Trofimuk, Gary Lee, John King Farbro, The Revy
Man, Phillip Jagger, and more. A few days later, on May 4™, the Bistro Trio, including members
Louis Munan, Adriana Davies, and Paul McLaughlin, launched Prarie Themes and Dreams with
a reading for three classes at Oliver School.

Courses and contests were also a part of spring in 2001. The University of Alberta Faculty of
Extension offered two courses in the month of June. One of them, Fishing with the Line, was
instructed by Daphne Marlatt and dealt with using energy of variable line length and format in
writing prose or poetry. The Second course was called Accidental Verse and the instructor was
Marilyn Dumont. It was an introductory poetry workshop. Passager Magazine, published in
Baltimore invited poets to enter their Five Senses Prose and Poetry Contest and Synchronicity
Magazine, from Calgary, also ran a poetry contest. The Ontario Poetry Society (TOPS)
conducted a contest for the best Haiku, the best free verse, and the best thyming poetry with
winning poems to be published in their We Are TOPS Newsletter. The Alberta Poetry Festival
Society also held a contest for the best TANKA poem (5-7-5-7-7 syllables per line in a stanza.
The winning poems in this contest would be published in an anthology printed by Inkling Press
and also burned on a CD.

Six Stroll members were randomly selected to participate in a project with the Society of

Northern Alberts Print Artists (SNAP) starting in August. The poets, Kathy Fisher, Ryan Baier,
Gordon McRae, Ellen Wells, Alison Nicholls, and Shirley Serviss worked with artists from
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SNAP who provided images for the poets to write accompanying poetry. The theme for both art
forms was Consciousness of Time. Backroom Beats open stage at the Backroom Vodka Bar ran
an open stage once a week throughout the summer months and was concluded with the
production of a CD of readings by the weekly winners of the best poet of the week as chosen by
the audience. Those poets were Kathy Fisher, Amir Ghahary, I’'m, Gary Lee, Chandra Pederson,
Kevin Solez, Gabriel Motshega, Vivek Dasoar, and Rob Pue.

In September the U of A Faculty of Extension again offered two writing courses. One was a
repeat of Marilyn Dumont’s introductory poetry course, Accidental Verse and the other was on
writing Haiku poetry instructed by Bruce Ross and extended over 8 Thursday from September to
December. The Peace Talks was the name given to the weekly open stage at the Backroom
Vodka Bar, carried over from the summer and held from September through December. It also
featured entertainment by the Raving Poets.

On the same night that the Stroll Festival kicked off at Yardbird Suite with the Raving Poets,
Alice Major launched her latest book “Some Bones and a Story” there as well. The Festival
extended for a four day period and the main attraction was the Weekend Walkabout on Sunday
to wrap it up. Several Calgary Stroll members travelled to Edmonton to join in the events and
revelry as well. Friday night was celebrated with poetry readings and art exhibition at SNAP
Gallery. Saturday had an extensive schedule of events with Poetry for Kids staged at the Stanley
A Milner Library and Poetry by New Canadians at Grounds for Coffee during the day, and then
Poetry and Dance at Paris Market in the evening. This event featured poetry readings by David
Huggett, Richard Davies, Shirley Serviss, and Peter McPhee. The organizer of Toronto’s Scream
in High Park Poetry Festival as well as dance performances. EatLard Fudge, Calgary poet Steve
Gillespie, along with accompanying dancers stunned the crowd and it kept getting better. Next
up was Phillip Jagger with an accompanying dance troupe. This was followed by a chilling
performance where dancers read a poem by Mark Kozub during their routine. Delvina Greig’s
sexual rant was the next act and the evening’s entertainment finished up with the circle poems of
Kevin Solez which had the audience in a clasped circle during the rhythmic, twitching, sexual
recital. Sunday was the day of the Stroll after a morning brunch starring Bert Almon, one of the
founding members of the Stroll of Poets Society. With the attendees from Calgary the functions
had over 150 participants. The festival was celebrated with the No Bards Barred Bar once again
that evening which included a poetry survivor show. Coverage of the festival was quite extensive
with articles in See Magazine, the Edmonton Journal, the Edmonton Examiner and footage on
CFRN-TV, CBC-TV and the A Channel.

The Stroll was invited to participate in a Sixties Exhibit at the Provincial Museum with
musicians and poets presented on four occasions. The first was scheduled on Novembern17th
and included Gary Lee and The Alberta Beatnik with the second show held on November 30"
featured Gordon McRae and Kathy Fisher. The next two programs were held in February and
March of the next year and the poets in those shows were Alison Nicholls and Dean Mckenzie in
one and Myrna Garanis and Gail Sohat in the other.

From December 5™ to the 8" a Special Christmas promotion offered poets a chance to read for a

cause. With a donation to the foodbank or Our Voice at the “Art from the Unknown Show” poets
could not only read a poem with a social justice theme on stage but they could also add the poem
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to the poet tree on display through the event. The Stroll of Poets Anthology launch occurred at
City Hall on December 9™. Also, in December the Bistro Trio performed and read once again in

249

“Love at Timothy’s”to the delight of patrons at Timothy’s Restaurant.
2002

The 2002 edition of The Twelve Days of Poetry was coordinated by Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck
and was again staged at Grounds for Coffee through the first 11 days with a full slate of readers
for the audience to choose the daily best poet winner from this year. The four finalists came
down to Mary T McDonald, Gail Sobat, Thomas Trifinuk, and Mark Kozub who read on the
final evening at the Winspear Theater.

On Valentines Day, The Bistro Trio was invited to do two shows at Il Forno Restaurant. There,
they read and performed sentimental, funny, and lusty love poems, mostly written by other poets
but some originals as well, to a delighted audience.

The spring of 2002 involved several members of the Stroll in conducting or instructing several
workshops and courses. Running on January 29", February 5™ and 12", Gina Varty led a
workshop through Metro Community College called “Discover Your Creative Soul” held st
Harry Ainley School. It dealt with expression through writing, drawing and/or dance. Gina also
conducted a workshop February 27" and March 6™, also at Harry Ainley, on Reading to an
Audience. The focus was on keys to lifting words from the printed page. February 23 was the
date for a workshop collaboration by Phillip Jagger, Mark Kozub, and Myrna Garanis, of the
Stroll, along with Lynnete Bondachuk of ESPA on Creating Chapbooks and CD’s. A contingent
of Stroll Poets shared the teaching of a course o Poetic Observation- the fine line between poetry
and art at The Muttart Conservatory on March 9". Gary Lee, Anna Marie Sewell, Ruth Ann
Donovan, and Christina Towers presented instructional direction on the relationships between
nature/art/poetry. Also in March, on the 16™ & 17", Shirley Serviss led a workshop called
“Inviting the Truth” at Grant MacEwan Community College. It dealt with turning historical
events into various literary forms.

There were also a few contests publicized by the Stroll that spring. New Poetry Magazine
requested poetry submissions with winners to be published by Thought Wave Publishing and the
Broken Jaw Press, out of New Brunswick also called for entries in their New Muse Awards
Contest. Locally, the Writers Guild of Alberta teamed up with the Canada Council of the Arts,
Edmonton Transit, Edmonton Public Library and Pattison Outdoor Advertising to repeat the
“Take the Poetry Route” competition, displaying selected poems on Edmonton buses and transit
stations, again this year.

On March 1% the Raving Poets were in action once again at the Citadel Zeidler Theater for a
specially organized 90 minute performance and poetry reading event during the Edmonton ATA
Convention. The quartet of Mark and Mike Kozub, Thoma Trifimuk, and Randy Edwards were
joined by John Cmalmers and Kathy Fisher to present their poetry. Interestingly, an account of
Paul McLaughlin reading poetry at Joy Blue Restaurant, while on a trip to Chicago, was included
in the newsletter, indicating that he participated in the “Yammer” open stage event. He indicated
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that the appearance of a Canadian reading in the US was a challenge but that it was well
received.

The Stroll of Poets AGM was held on March 23™ resulting in the election of a new Board of
Directors, with a new president as well in Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck. The group expressed the
tradition within the Stroll of Poets respecting democracy and inclusivity was a significant
accomplishment of the organization. They stressed the importance of continuing the practices of
putting veterans alongside first time readers at open stage events and Stroll Day and the
democracy of the Anthology as examples of why the Stroll was respected by visitors and other
organizations. A decision was made, and proudly announced, to purchase a new P.A. system for
the Stroll as well.

Less than a week later two events took place on March 28", The Writers Guild of Alberta
arranged a fundraiser for the Youthwrite Summer Writing camps dubbed, the Rhymes with
Orange Hall Party, at the Orange Hall. Sheri-D Wilson and “The Dirty Boys Band” provided
entertainment and The Raving Poets were also present that evening. Also occurring on that date
was a poetry showdown, held at O’Byrnes and aired on CBC Radio’s Face Off Challenge,
between Stroll poets Jocko Benoit, Tim Bowling, Marilyn Dumont, Mark Kozub, and Shirley
Serviss. Shirley was awarded top honours in for the day.

April, being National Poetry month, had a full slate of scheduled poetry events, including several
sponsored by The Stroll of Poets Society and Edmonton Public Library. Scheduled readers and
open mic readers were invited to bring their poetry to the Stanley A Milner Library every
Monday and Wednesday night between April 3™ and April 24" Each of those evenings required
poetry of a specified theme. For instance, April 3" was April Fool, while the theme for April 8"
was Dealing with Breakups and for the 10™ it was Love Alberta Style. April 15" featured poems
on the topic of Dealing with Death, the 22" was Youthwrite Night and April 24" the theme wa
Healing. Additionally, on April §th the library hosted a showdown billed as the “Showdown at
the Poetry Corral”. It was a classic Battle of Alberta between 3 poets representing Calgary versus
3 poets representing Edmonton. Then on April 26™ the Stanley A Milner Library also sponsored
a fundraiser for the Bissel Center where a $5.00 donation was required to enter or participate in
the event which was called “Poetry of Victory and DaFeets”. Dancers performed a show based
on interpretations of original works of cutting edge Edmonton poets, Street Poetry, and readings
by winners of the competitive Raving Poet Series from 2001.

Meanwhile, there were other venues holding readings throughout the month of April as well. The
Beat Goes On series was brought back to the Backroom Vodka Bar for the nights of April 2nd,
9th, 23rd, and 30, They also hosted the launch of the book called The 52 Poem by Thomas
Trofimuk on April 16 and then on the 20" they hosted a poetry reading event called The Many
Faces of God. During that evening a variety of Stroll poets read selections of spiritually intense
poems. Alice Major was also featured that night, reading from her book “Bones and a Story”.
The Naked Cyber Café repeated their poetry reading event of edgy, x-rated, LGBTQ?2 verse, this
year calling it the Fetish Party, on April 12". Expression Café also staged a reading event on
April 23" called Write in the Line of Fire which was an exploration of social justice through
poetry. It was hosted by Anna Marie Sewell and Leo Campos.
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May 25™ saw the return of the Stroll to the Stanley A Milner Library where they held a Poetry
Party. By inviting poets, media, sponsors and the public to the affair it was designed to be a
chance to mingle between all parties.

You are invited to the Stroll of Poets Society’s

# Poetry Party A
Tl May 25, 2002 i
o 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. Cr e
appreciation Centennial Room Alberta
Stanley A. Milner Library Poetry

1:00 - 2:00 — Mingle Time
2:00 — 3:00 — Surprise Special Guest Poet and Poetry Showcase from a diverse mix of Stroll Poets
3:00 — 4:00 — More mingling and poetry party celebration hour

Added attractions: Art & Poetry Display — Dance & Poetry Presentation 3‘

Come and be appreciated ~ we value your support et

The Red Deer Word Festival occurred on June 1% with poetry readings held in that city and an
anthology produced from the poems submitted by participating poets. From July 25™ to the 28"
the Festival of the Words was staged in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan where Stroll member, Shirley
Serviss, read from her book “Between the Lines”.

After a relatively quiet summer the annual Stroll festivals occurred on September 7" in Calgary
with poets travelling from Edmonton, St. Albert, Red Deer, Turner Valley, and High River to
join in. It commenced in Edmonton on October 1* and continued until the 4™ of the month. It
was kicked off with the Brunch at the Strathcona Legion, this year featuring Linda Rogers from
Port Alice B.C. Linda was a professor at the University of Victoria as well as a reviewer for the
Vancouver Sun, The Victoria Times-Colonist, Toronto Star, and the Globe and Mail. She was
the recipient of numerous wards for both poetry and fiction. After poetry readings at
International Hostel, Athabasca Books, Orlando Books, Greenwoods Books, Alhambra Books,
Bjarnes Books , and Naked Cyber Café the festival wrapped up once again with the No Bards
Barred Bar at the Strathcona Legion.

During the later months of 2002 the Stroll was invited to participate in a few more events such as
the Halloween Poetry Party held in the City Arts Center on October 31* and featuring the Poetry
Thugs, another venue featuring Youthwrite poets as well as a Youth Funk Rock Band on
November 14", and a Poetry Party held on November 21, The last event of the year was the
launch of the Stroll of Poets Anthology on December 8"

A few other ventures that Stroll members were involved with during the year included a video
production of Terrence Harding’s “I’d Like to Die Just Like This” by Michael Hamm. The
production, about Paris as a lovely paradise, was voted best production at the 2001 ACE Awards.
Some Stroll poets volunteered their time at the U of A Hospital through the Artist on the Ward
Program. Volunteers worked one on one with patients reading literature, helping and teaching
them to write prose and/or poetry and providing companionship. During the year, Alice Major
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had travelled to Australia and while she was there she read her poetry at a couple of venues as
well.

Stroll poets also had the opportunity to submit poems to another four sources before the end of
the year including Grain Magazine in Saskatoon, the Poets Corner Award conducted by Broken
Jaw Press out of Fredericton, New Brunswick, Fiddlehead Magazine, also out of Fredericton,
and Captain of Consciousness Journal in Ontario.

2003

Robbie Burns, aka Doug Barrett, was present at the 2003 Twelve Days of Poetry along with
piper Justin McMurdo and haggis served to all who wished to try for a new twist to spice up the
festival. Readings were staged at La Boheme, City Arts Center, Whitemud Crossing Library, and
Strathcona Legion. Sponsors included CBC, Edmonton Arts Council, Edmonton Public Library,
Greenwoods, The Alberta Foundation for the Arts, Vue Weekly, and Writers Guild of Alberta.
Calgary poets Tanya Dion and Scott Alderson also participated in the festival fun. The finalists
determined after 11 days were Mary T McDonald, Shirley Serviss, Pierrette Requier, Nancy
MacKenzie, William Nichols, Thomas Trofimuk, Joyce Pinkney, Audrey Shield, Audrey
Whitson, Andy Michaelson, Ben Murray, and Ken Wilson. The CBC Face-off Poets were Nancy
MacKenzie, Mary T McDonald, Ben Murray, Thomas Trofimuk, and Audrey Shield.
Participants in the 12 Day CBC finalists Promo included: Michael Appleby, Linda Jennings,
Anna Mioduchowska, Pierrette Requier, and Ken Wilson. Mary T McDonald ended up being the
national winner of the Face-off competition.

ooz
CBC Presents
£ Y The 12

N?{% 2L Daye of

7 Sunday, Jan. 5 at 2 pm
La Boheme Restaurant, 6427-112 Ave.
Di B ana herri i

D
Sandra Mooney Ellerbeck

X7 Sunday, Jan. 19 at 2 pm
‘Whitemud Crossing Library
Shopping Centre, 145, 4211106 St.
Tanya Dion, Anne | 1.

Christina Tower, K S
Host: Faith
Coffee and desserts sold by
i

o

VI Sunday, Jan. 12 at 2 pm
Whitemud Crossing Library
Shopping Centre, 145, 4211106 St.

Tom E C i - Mendh

Anna Mioduchowska, Joyce Pinckney

Host: Myrna Garanis 3
Coffee and desserts sold by : =
Cheesecakes & More . for the Arts coumect
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The Bistro Trio were active on Valentines Day once again. The Spring Reading Series kicked off
on February 22™ at the City Arts Center with featured reader Gary Geddes and on February 24"
the Poet Thugs were featured at the Banned Book Café while Stroll poets were slated to read at
the series until the end of March. The City Arts Center was also the site of two workshops
conducted by Stroll members that spring. From the Stone to the Jewel was a lesson on editing,
refining and proving of the written word, conducted by Bert Almon on March 1%. Wind Eye-
Windows into Writing was awriters circle event conducted by Pierrette Requier on April 26" to
provide a process where participants could playfully find the author within.

The Stroll of Poets AGM was held on March 22™ complete with poetry readings, book
giveaways, and door prizes. At the meeting new president Ivan Sundal was elected to lead the
Board of Directors and Oswald Myer was voted in as vice president.

During the functions of National Poetry Month in April the CBC Face-off Poetry Contest
determined its winner to be Mary T McDonald of The Stroll of Poets Society. The poem that
Mary entered and read was “Conformity Be Damned”. Earth Day was celebrated at Hawrelak
Park on May 4™ and the activities included a reading event which The Stroll of Poets participated
in by presenting poems with the theme of environment during the event.

Near the end of the summer the Calgary Society of Poets, Bards and Storytellers staged their
Stroll Festival in venues along Kensington Road. A bus load of poets from Edmonton travelled
south to join in and also conducted a writing work shop on the trip down to Calgary. The date of
the festivities was September 7". The Edmonton Stroll occurred a month later, on October 5.
The brunch, commencing the festival and again held at the Strathcona Legion, featured a poetry
reading by special guest Shani Mootoo. Shani was the U of A Writer in Residence at that time.
Also presenting during that event was the Stroll’s Mary T McDonald, who read her CBC Face-
off award winning poem and an essay that she wrote, and which was included in that year’s
Stroll Anthology, entitled “How do Poets Stroll”. Participating venues, along Whyte Avenue,
were familiar names like Alhambra Books, Athabasca Books, B-Scene Studios, Travellers
Antiques and Bjorne’s Book, Greenwoods Books, International Hostel, Naked Cyber Café, and
O’Byrnes Irish Pub. As per tradition the event concluded with the sweatshop reading event and
No Bards Barred Bar at the Strathcona Legion.

Shortly after that Ozzie Meyer took over as acting president of the Stroll for the remainder of the
season. The reason for this was that Ivan Sundal and Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck both stepped
down from their positions, as president and past president respectively, when they were awarded
a short-term contract to archive Stroll documents and create a procedures manual for the
organization. This was made possible, largely due to the hard work of Doug Elves, by funding
received through a grant made available by the Alberta Government Community Iniatives
Program.

That fall season The Raving Poets Society organized another Tuesday night Reading Series at
the Backstreet Vodka Bar. Reading poets were accompanied by instrumental music provided by
Jock and the Poetry Thugs. The Stroll Anthology was rolled out at Stanley A Milner Library, in
the Centennial Room, on the 7" of December. Prior to the end of the year the Stroll Scroll also
ran a request for submissions for a poetry contest sponsored by Inkling Press, who would publish
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the winning poems, through Magpie Productions, in an anthology. The contest, The River City
Retro Centennial Project, offered $300 in prize money for poetry written on a variety of themes
looking at the city’s colourful past. Several possible topics were suggested: immigration, floods,
fire, oil, hockey, bridges, jazz, theater, schools, money, mercy flights, garrisons, railroads,
brothels, gold, politics, land, furs, wars, tornadoes, parties, mining, bars, epidemics, logging,

booze and religion — wow, quite a variety!

2004

January 6 was the start of The Twelve Days of Poetry in 2004 and over 1000 people attended
the presentations over those 12 days. Coordinator, Tim Cusack (aka Jack O’Byte or Tim
O’Shanter), along with planning committee members Andy Michaelson, Ivan Sundal, and
Pierrette Requier, carried off a smashing, successful, and popular festival presenting a wide
range of poetry in several venues. Day 1,2,and 3 were staged at O’Byrne’s Irish Pub, day 4 was
held in Steeps Tea Lounge, and day 5 poetry was heard in Whitemud Crossing Public Library.
The readings moved to Stanley A Milner Library for days 6 through 9 and to Martini’s Bar and
Grill for day 10, then back to Whitemud Crossing Library for day 11. The finalists, decided upon
by the panel, then read at the Hellenic Hall on the 12" day to conclude the festival. This year the
festival was sponsored by Alberta Foundation for the Arts, Edmonton Arts Council, Edmonton

Public Libraries, and Vue Magazine.

’S The 12

Days of
%dé% Poye’rry

 January 6 — 24, 2004
Poets selected bya commumty jury
perform in favourite and new
- _exciting venues
Free admission first 11 Days

I Tuesday, sz. 6, 7 p(n \
o' Byrneslnsh Pub, 106 Ave.
David Hugbett,jj

7 Thussday, Jan. 8, 7 pm
O'Byme's Irish Pub, 10616 - 82 Ave.
Andy Michaelsofl, Dcborah Lawson,
Jacqueline %nuth Ronald Kurt

FHcst: Tim Cusade

Vv Sunday, Jan. 11, 2 pm
Whitenmud Crossing Library
Shopping Ctr:, 45, 4211-106 Street
Ben Murray, John Chalmers, Conm@’
Lloydﬂ.( oncorcia L. Mendoga =

Hest: Marihn Hopar

VI Tutsdayjan. 13, 7pm
. Stanley Milner L ibrary, -
7 Sir Winston Churchﬂl Square
M. Jennie Frost. Ra 1
' H

Il(bl Cbﬂsﬂm Tawr
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. = Sir Winston Churchill Square
~Diane Buchanan, Sue Mam;hmn
Andn:—’w Thompson, Paul

Hest: A ey,

VI Thursday, Jan. 15, 7 pm
Stanley Milner Library
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square
Cliff Therou, Anna Mioduchowska,
Faye Francis/ Jocko”
Hast: Shirley A . Seviss

X Saturday Jan. 17, Zprn
Martini’s Bar and Grill, 9910- 109 Street
yceH ncs Ge(ng_,LMetcalf]l

X1 Sunday, Jan. 18 2 pm -
Whltemud Crossmg Libra:
C

T he Grande Finale
X771 Saturday, January 24, 7 pm
Hellenic Hall, 10&3(»116 Street
$10 advance at Greenwoods’Bookshoppe,
7925-104 Street, and Vohatne IT Books,
12455—102 Ave.,, $12 door
e Eleven poets chosen by audience
from previous Days of Poetry give
short readings in two sets.
o Tribute toRobbie Bums, Tim Cusack
e Rault Brothers — outstanding
Rhythm and Blues band, long
regarded as one of Alberta's finest!
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The Stroll of Poets Society had grown to over 600 members at that time. At the AGM Andrew
Thompson was voted in as the new president and Jocko Benoit as vice president to lead the
organization for the next season.

With the evolution of technology, it was decided that the Stroll Newsletter would be distributed
electronically by e-mail in the future.

The anthology for that year was launched on December 12 at the Stanley A Milner Library once
again. It included poems by 113 Stroll members and 2 additional poems by guest contributors.
The first of those was Wendy Morton, Canada’s Poet of the Skies, from Victoria while the
second was Karen Solie, who was the writer in residence at the University of Alberta that year.

2005

The Twelve Days of Poetry, in January of 2005, was staged at Martini’s Bar and Grill for day 10
and then at Whitemud Crossing Library for day 11.

Stroll member Tim Cusack was the winner of the CBC Face Off competition in that year.
New Stroll board of directors president Jocelyne Verret was elected during the AGM that spring.
Alice Majors is named as the City of Edmonton’s first Poet Laureate.

The Reading Series was held on Monday nights at The upper Crust Restaurant.

2006

World Poetry Day was celebrated on March 21 and on that day Steeps Tea Lounge on Whyte
hosted a night of poetry readings by members of The Stroll of Poets, the Raving Poets, Poets Ink,
the League of Canadian Poets, and other organizations.

A new weeklong poetry festival was scheduled for September this year with TELUS, a new
corporate sponsor, signed on as well. Kicking off the festival was Edmonton’s poet laureate,
Alice Major. It also opened with a brand new event, labeled as the Killer Blinks Evening because
all poems were to be less than 30 seconds in duration. At that point the poets would be cut off by
a cacophony of sound produced by an orchestra prompted by a jury timing the authors. Sixty
poets were scheduled to read in the frenzy of words The format was the dreamt up by Myrna
Garanis and Ivan Sundal to create an exciting and competitive atmosphere, and that it surely did.

There was also Concrete Poetry — covering the cement in Churchill Square were poems written
in chalk.
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2007

The Stroll AGM was conducted in the Edmonton Room at the Stanley A Milner Library on
March 25™ where the 16™ annual anthology was also launched. Newly elected president, Julie
Robinson and vice president Jo-Ann Godfrey took over the reins of the Stroll board after that
meeting.

Ted Blodgett succeeds Alice Major as the second Stroll of Poets member to be named as the Poet
Laureate of the City of Edmonton.

The Return of The Killer Blinks fast paced action began another Edmonton Poetry Festival,
which ran from September 17" to the 23™ at the City Arts Center. Activities were under the
direction of Edmonton Poet Laureate, Alice Major, and gave the public the opportunity to hear
the spoken word in several downtown venues throughout the week. Mayor Mandel officially
kicked off the festival with Poetryworld which saw special noon hour performances at Center
Stage to share the works created in the Honour Songs and Poets Across Borders projects. Other
events included a hip-hop night at Grant MacEwan downtown campus and a video poem night at
Metro Cineman called “Open Your Eyes to the World”. Upon completion of the festival a
chapbook was created containing the poems of the 60 poets who participated in the Blinks event.

After the festival concluded the first chapbook containing the poems recited during the Killer
Blinks event was printed by the Stroll of Poets.

A Haven reading was held in an alternate location at Greenwoods Bookshoppe in October.

2008

The Haven reading series featured Jalal Barzanji, the first Edmonton writer in exile, along with
local spoken word artists Anna Mioduchowska, Sherrilyn Jahrig, Ruth Anderson Donovan, and
TDL Turner at the Upper Crust Restaurant on January 21%.

At the AGM once again, a new president was selected with Gary Garrison becoming the new
leader of the organization.

The second annual Blinks event, this year called “The Revenge of the Killer Blinks” was gaining
in popularity as a feature of the Stroll of Poets and this year 66 poets participated in the event
and had their poem published in a chapbook for the second year in a row. It was conducted in
September during the Poetry Festival opening night at the ARTery. The Poetry Festival review
read: The Revenge of the Killer Blinks went off last night as the opening salvo in the war known
as the Edmonton poetry Festival. It was a great night all around with some truly “killer” verse
layed out for all to hear. A great opening night! Thanks to all for coming out and blowing the
place up, and to all the volunteers who made it cook. Join us tonight for Insomnicidal
Kleptomania — An Evening of Experimental Verse. The ARTery, 9535 Jasper Avenue. 7:00pm
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start. Guests include Doug Barbour, Nico Rogers, Joel Katelnikoff, Christine Stewart, Jeff
Carpenter, Michael Gravel, Glenn Robson & Tonguebath, and the inimitable Christian B

OUR BEST RESPONSE YET!

Posted by Michael Gravel on September 9, 2008

The E-Town poetry community’s response to PoFest ’08 has been fantastic! Better than we could
have hoped for! You should all sit down and give yourselves a nice round of applause (or down a
round of boilermakers, if that’s your thing). Despite all odds — zero budget, a late start, some
organizational hiccups, Jeff Carpenter’s Mickey Rourke fixation — this year’s PoFest is looking
like it’s going to be the best yet in terms of participation. Here are some quickie numbers:

e 77 blink readers

o 82 cafe readers

e 25 sweathogs

e Another 15 or so performing on Friday and Saturday nights
e Around 130 poets in total

Not bad for a middling city in a generally anti-arts province and a festival with only a few
sheckles in its whiskey bag (the old Crown Royal bags? Anyone?). On behalf of the org team, I
want to say a giant thank you to everyone who signed up to read and volunteered to help this
little endeavor fly. We owe you hugs and kisses. And some beer. Only two days to go!

2009

The Poetry Festival, moved to April this year to coincide with The League of Canadian Poets
celebration of National Poetry Month, launched with the rapid-fire Blinks event. It also included
hip-hop artists, a poetry slam competition, a zen poetry event, workshops, readings in bars and
restaurants by many, many local poets, and a finale featuring many headliners such as
Vancouver’s C R Avery, a blues, hip hop, and spoken word performer.

“The Return of the Killer Blinks” chapbook resulting from the event staged as a part of the Stroll
Festival this year contained the poems of 67 participating poets in the popular event.

In August a reading by Stroll poets was held at a rarely used venue. Revelations Book and Gift
Co-op hosted Gary Garrison, Nail Maile, Marguerite Redshaw and several open mic readers for
an event.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 36



2010

Sharon Ingraham is voted in to the president role for the Stroll of Poets along with Lorraine
McFaddin as the vice president at the AGM.

Stroll of Poets member Marty Chan is named the writer in residence for the Public Library.
The Edmonton Poetry Festival staged this year resulted in the fourth Blinks Poetry chapbook
called “Blinks in the Belly” and contained the poems of the 47 poets who tried to beat the buzzer
while reading their poem to an audience. The theme of the Festival was “Found in Translation”.
The Haven Reading Series moves from Friday evenings to Mondays in October.

The Raving Poets

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Jump to navigation Jump to search

The Raving Poets was a collective of poets and musicians who held a series of live,
weekly poetry with music events in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. It ran from 2000 to
2010.1
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Origins[edit]

The Raving Poets had several open mic ‘music and poetry’ precedents in Edmonton,
but the actual first ‘music with poetry’ event happened in the summer of the year 2000.

That year, three of the ‘founding fathers’ were board members with the Stroll of Poets
Society, an Edmonton poetry group that hosted two annual reading series. Mark Kozub
was president, Thomas Trofimuk,2 Volunteer Coordinator and Gordon McRae,
Treasurer. The Board was tasked with finding ways to expand and revitalize the
Society, which faced declining membership.

During the May 4th, 2000 Stroll of Poets board meeting, in keeping with the expansion
mandate, three new "Subsidiary Roles" were created, Media Liaison, Liaison with other
Arts Groups and Open Stage Coordinator. Though both Mark and Thomas were
optioned for sharing the role of Media Liaison, it is the Open Stage Coordinator role that
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gave Mark the impetus to start up something completely new — with Thomas sharing the
hosting duties with him.

The new reading series, Poetry Tuesdays ran through February, March, and April 2000.
The Backroom Vodka Bar was used as the venue of choice in two of those three
months. The ad of the March series ran, “Beware the Odes of March, hosted by Phil,
the Cowboy Poet with The Art to Choke Hearts band.” Though Mark and Thomas read
during the March series, neither were part of the ‘band’.

The real beginning happened when this ad was posted in the May 2000 Stroll
newsletter under the heading "More Chances To Be Involved"

"The Alberta Beatnik (Mark Kozub) and Thomas Trofimuk are looking to host &
coordinate a monthly ‘Open Stage’ event down Whyte Avenue, starting in June or July.
(The goal is simple: get new members.) If anyone has a lead on a funky Whyte Avenue
venue that might need the extra business (and might even pay the Stroll a small fee to
boost it), call Mark Kozub at ... ASAP"

“The Raving Poets” began as the name of a reading series, but soon came to be
thought of as the name of the band, and later, the collective of poets and musicians who
performed together on weekday evenings.

On March 23, 2002, Mark, Thomas and Gordon left the Board and the Society for good
during the Stroll’'s Annual General Meeting. From then on, their energies were directed
solely toward the Raving Poets.

Founding Fathers/[edit]

e Mark Kozub,® bass

e Thomas Trofimuk,* keyboards

o Randall Edwards,®® guitar and synth

e Gordon McRae, drums and percussion
e Michael Gravel,2 MC

Notable Poets|[edit]

Michael Appleby, Ryan Baier, Jocko Benoit, Joe Blow (Todd Anstead), Michelle
Boudreau, Natalya Brettle, David C. Brydges, Anton Capri, Dawn Carter, John
Chalmers (Revy Man), Christine Comeau, Tim Cusack, Adriana Davies, Corine
Demas, Trisia Eddy, Bonnie Enes, Tyler Enfield, Kevin Feeley, Kathy Fisher, Delvina
Greig, Corey Hamilton, Margaret Haugen, Jenn Heather, Cathy Hodgson, Michael
Hogan, Alison Hurlburt, S.E. Ingraham, Philip Jagger, Wendy Joy, Chris Krueger, Todd
Kuziw, Jefferson Lavender, Shelley Lawson, Gary Lee, Rusti Lehay, John

Leppard, Mandie Lopatka, J.P. Lorence, Laurie MacFayden,®® Jan Mann, Aaron J.
Marko, Paul McLaughlin (The Middle Poet), Kerry Mulholland, Nerissa, Ubaka
Ogbogu, Nicole Pakan, Roy Picou, P.M. Pilarski,'® Mary Pinkoski, Justin Poulin, Monika
Ptak, Ray Rasmussen, Jadon Rempel, Shima Aisha Robinson, Victoria Rohac, Kelly
Shepherd, Patti Sinclair Adam Snider, c.t. staples, Suzanne Steele, Lara
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Thesenvitz, Mingus Tourette, Deborah Vos, Amy Willans, Francis A. Willey, Rosemary
Wilson, Sheri-D Wilson

The Concept[edit]

The Raving Poets was conceived as an open mic poetry event with improvised musical
accompaniment. As the jazz poet scenes in the 1993 Mike Myers movie, So | Married
an Axe Murdererprove, it was not a new concept. What set the Raving Poets apart was
the incredible variety of musical and poetic styles performed. From the wordsmiths,
everything from Slam and hip-hop to erotica and nature poetry, with generous doses of
politics, confessionals and rants. The musicians matched these forms with equally
eclectic styles, from folk, rock and jazz, through ambient, experimental and

other electronica.

Series[edit]

e Peace Talks, 2001

o The Beat Goes On, 2002

o Pig Poetry, 2003

o Fall of Love, September 23 to November 25, 2003
e  Mumbo Jumbo, A Word Circus, April 6 to August ??, 200441
« Kill Phil, vol. 2, September 7 to December 7, 2004
e Rock the Kasbar, February 8 to April 26, 2006

« Rapture, February 1 to May 31, 2007

e Space Monkey, November 7 to December 12, 2007
e Heart Beat, March 5 to May 28, 2008

e Born to Write, October 15 to December 3, 2008

« Sofa King, April 1 to May 27, 2009

e 9%, October 7 to December 2, 200912

o Sotto Voce, April 12 to ??, 20?7

Venues|edit]

o The Backroom Vodka Bar, 2003—-2006
e The Kasbar Lounge, 2006-2010

Recordings[edit]

o Peace Talks, 8-CD set, 2001

e The Beat Goes On, 8-CD set, 2002

e Pig Poetry, 2-CD set, 2003

e Mumbo Jumbo, A Word Circus, CD, 2004
« The Raving Poets - Remixed, CD, 2007
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« Live at the Kasbar, podcast, 2006

The Roar[edit]

The Raving Poets created a festival, The Roar " which ran for two years, 2006 and
2007, between the demise of the Stroll of Poets “stroll” and the advent of the Edmonton
Poetry Festival.

2011

While the Haven was usually held weekly at the Upper Crust Restaurant on Monday evenings
until March 21, a reading was also held at Greenwoods Bookshoppe on Sunday, January 14"

Once again at the AGM, a new president was elected to head the Stroll board. Naomi Mcllwraith
took over the reins of the organization with Anne Gerard Marshall as vice president.

The theme of the 2011 Poetry Festival was “Get Caught Up” and it kicked off with a night of
African poetry. Also included in the festival events were the Favorite Poem Lift-off, Poetry &
Jazz for a spring afternoon, How to live with a poet, Poetry and Wine tasting, and Poetry and
Mysticism. The affair also restarted the “Poetry Route” (now known as Poetry Moves on Transit)
— poetry on Edmonton Transit vehicles throughout the city. The year 2011 was the first year of
the Blinks with the theme of “Great Blinks of Fire”. The entire event was filmed and published
on YouTube: PoetsHaven - YouTube

In June another member of the Stroll of Poets was named as Edmonton’s new Poet Laureate.
Anna Marie Sewell becomes the fourth Poet Laureate of the city.

2012

The Edmonton Poetry Festival ran in April again with the theme of “Words on the Line”. Stroll
poets listed as headliners by the festival were Douglas Barbour, Jannie Edwards, Alice Major,
Peter Midgley, The Raving Poets Band, Pierrette Requier, Anna Marie Sewell, and Jocelyne
Verret. The schedule of events included Sketching with words — a workshop with poets and
visual artists, Resonance — a poetry and film installation, Queer poetry the first bilingual French
Twist, Short-order poetry on Sir Winston Churchill Square, A poem-and-honey tasting, and
Free-range poetry at the city market.

2013

JANUARY 17, 2013 BY ADMIN
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Edmonton Stroll of Poets — Vision 2013
Title: Edmonton Stroll of Poets — Vision 2013

D

<P
ﬁ' he

3 : ¢ = ° % 3 Location: Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Description: If you are a member of the Edmonton Stroll of Poets, you are invited to Vision
2013, an opportunity to share your perspective on where we are now and where we want to be in
the next three to five years. Your contributions will help keep the Stroll a growing and dynamic
voice in Edmonton’s poetry community.

In April, “Word Nation” was the theme celebrated during the week-long Poetry Festival from the
21 to the 28"™. Poets laureate from across the nation took part in the poetry events. These
included the Stroll of Poets Blinks event, poetry readings, slam poetry, concrete poetry,
workshops, youth events, Indigenous, African, and French events as well as collaborations with
music, theater and visual art. The poets performing during the Canadian Poetry Party week were:

George Elliott Clarke; poet laureate of Toronto, Ontario
Liz Lochhead; poet laureate of Glasgow, Scotland and Scots Makar (national poet of Scotland)
Fred Wah; Canada’s Parliamentary poet laureate

Janet Rogers; poet laureate of Victoria, British Colombia
John B Lee; poet laureate of Brantford, Ontario

Evelyn Lau; poet laureate of Vancouver, British Colombia
Bruce Meyer; poet laurete of Barrie, Ontario

Eric Folsom; poet laureate of Kingston, Ontario

Marty Gervais; poet laureate of Windsor, Ontario

Don Kerr; poet laureate of Saskatchewan

Tanya Davis; poet laureate of Halifax, Nova Scotia

Kris Demeanor; first poet laureate of Calgary, Alberta
Anna Marie Sewell; poet laureate of Edmonton, Alberta
CR Avery; beatbox poet, musical recording star

21 participating venues in the varied presentations included;

City Hall Citadel Theater CKUA Metro Cinema Artery

Stanley Milner Library Three Bananas Café L Espresso Café Africa Center
Crepe Symphony Café CBC Center Stage  Duchess Bakery Daffodil Gallery
Southeast Edmonton Senior’s Center Pavilion Lacerte, Campus Saint-Jean
Koffee Café Nina Haggerty Center Harcourt House

The Faculty Club, U of A Campus  Sutton Place Hotel Audrey’s Books
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Of particular interest was the representation by the Stroll on the Board of Directors and the
Coordinating Team of the Poetry Festival that year.

Board of Directors:

Alice Major — President

Gary Garrison — Vice President

Julie Robinson — Treasurer

Michael Penny, Jannie Edwards, Glenn Robson, Ellen Kart, Ken Davis, and Mary Pinkoski

Coordinating Team:

Rayanne Doucet — Executive Director

Al Rasko — Financial Consultant

Michael Gravel — Web Designer

Laurie MacFayden — Bus Route Coordinator

Julie Robinson — Poets in Schools Coordinator

Joe Gurba — Assistant Producer, Volunteer Coordinator
John Leppard — Sound/Tech Guru, Blinks Coordinator
Marc Nipp — Graphic Designer

During the Poetry Festival events in April, Alice Major was inducted into Edmonton’s Art and
Culture Hall of Fame. Also during that annual Edmonton Poetry Festival of 2013 several Stroll
members were listed among the headliners of the event. They included: Douglas Barbour,
Kimmy Beach, Astrid Blodgett, Alison Clarke, Jannie Edwards, Michael Gravel, Deborah
Lawson, Giselle Lemire, John Leppard, Alice Major, Naomi Mcllwraith, Anna Marie Sewell,
and Jocelyne Verret. The theme of the event was “Word Nation”.

2014

Douglas Barbour, Kimmy Beach, E.D. Blodgett, Jannie Edwards, Gary Garrison, Randy Kohan,
Deborah Lawson, Giselle Lemire, Alice Major, Clint McElwain, Julie Robinson, Shirley Serviss,
Anna Marie Sewell, and Jocelyne Verret were Stroll members who were included among the
headliners of the Edmonton Poetry Festival in April of 2014. The theme for the festival was
“Word Bridges” and events for the week long affair included Poems at City Hall and the
Downtown Farmers Market. Conduit: work by immigrant writers, Creating across Cultures, the
first hosting of Edmonton’s Slam Finals were also staged during the Poetry Festival. The Stroll
of Poets once again staged a Blinks event at the ARTery, this year called “In the Blink of an
Eye”.
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2015

John Leppard is voted in as the new president of the board for The Stroll of Poets at the AGM
that year. Joining him as the new vice president was Marco Melfi.

Another well known Stroll of Poets member was named the new Poet Laureate of Edmonton as
Pierrette Requier took over the roll this year.

The Edmonton Poetry Festival, themed “Poetry Moves” that year, billed these poets among the
headliners of the event that year: David Brydges, Kathy Fisher, Gary Garrison, Shirley Serviss,
Michael Gravel, Leif Gregerson, Giselle Lemire, John Leppard, Laurie Macfayden, Marco Melfi,
Peter Midgley, Don Perkins, Roylin Picou, Pierrette Requier, Jocelyne Verret, and Anna
Zeltserman. Venues also featured poets from across the country and the question: how does
poetry move us? Poetry and politics. Une soirée de poésie décoiffante. A gala evening. Whiskey
and Words from Wise Women. “Gone With the Blinks” was the theme of the Blinks event which
the Stroll of Poets entered into the Edmonton Poetry Festival in 2015.

Two different events occurred on September 12 in which Stroll members were involved. The
John W Bilsland Awards Gala was held at the Strathcona Place Seniors Center where Anne
Lightfoot, Audrey Ruth Shield, Anne Stewart, Michael Mott, and Barbara A Fraser read
selections of their poetry. Also that evening, at the Kaleido Arts Festival, musicians and poets
were invited to participate in a live contest where they were judged on presentation during their
performance, which was limited to 3 minutes duration.

The fall Haven Reading Series opened with an event at The Upper Crust Restaurant on Monday,
September 14™ but readings were also scheduled for Audrey’s Books on a couple of Sunday
afternoons as well. The season commenced with a Laureate’s Challenge featuring Pierrette and
Charlotte Cranston who invited poets to write and read a poem about who you really are or some
of your secrets. Starting that month, Stroll member, Shirley Serviss conducted an 8§ week writing
workshop, running Thursday evenings, at the City Arts Center. The goal of the workshop was to
help writers to transform their experiences into written words in varying formats. At the same
time Shirley was also calling on Stroll members to contribute to the “Artists on the Wards
Campaign”. The objective was to contribute poetry that would be displayed at the U of A
Hospital during Alberta Culture Days. Several Stroll poets (Mary Campbell, Doug Elves, Naomi
Mcllwraith, Wendy Joy, Rusti Lehay, Vanda Ulichi Petrut, Marguerite Redshaw, Kathy Fisher,
and Gary Garrison) were recorded reading their poetry at a Haven event and published on
YouTube this year

A significant honour was bestowed upon Stroll member Madura Katta when she was invited to
read her award winning poem for the UN International Day of the Girl Summit at the UN
Headquarters on October 9™. Another milestone was achieved for Stroll member Richard Davies
when it was announced that his poem “Free” won the prize for poetry in The Alberta Retired
Teachers Association Writing Contest.
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November turned out to be a busy month for poetry in Edmonton. On the 1* of the month
Audrey’s Books staged a poetry reading for Halloween called Dead Poets Haven. Pardon me for
adding that the Haven Reading on November 2™ was my debut with the Stroll of Poets reading
at the Upper Crust along with Dani Zyp, Henry Victor, and Alison Clarke and the mic host was
Mel Huizinga. On the 4™ of the month the Writers Guild of Alberta hosted an evening with Rasp
and the Wine at the Kasbar lounge in Yanni’s which included an open mic opportunity. The
Rasp and the Wine returned to Yanni’s on the 25™ when Stroll member Gary Garrison presented
an evening of his poetry. Other events that month included the Blue Pencil Café, jointly
organized by the Writers Guild of Alberta and the Canadian Literature Center. An opportunity to
schedule an appointment on November 5™ or 6th with Pierrette Requier, Edmonton Poet
Laureate, or Greg Bechtel, BPAA Fiction Book Award winner, to discuss one’s work in progress
was the goal offered as the award. The Alberta Translators and Interpreters offered workshops on
the 7™ and 14" of the month on Literary Translation and another workshop was held on the 29"
of November. That one, “Poetry with Heart — by Heart” dealt with learning skills for by heart
performance, was led by Giselle Lemire, who was Edmonton’s 2013 Poetry Slam winner.

The Writers Guild of Alberta held a Holiday Party on December 4" which featured a reunion of
the Raving Poets and including an open mic poetry reading. The year concluded with a call to
“bring your own event” to the Poetry Festival to be held in the coming spring. Five opportunities
were available to submissions received before January 1*. The festival administrators would
assist with promotion and set up of venue to host whatever event and artists that winning entries
desired to host.

2016

Besides the regular Haven readings, the year began with other venues as well. Starting January
24™ and then also on February 24™ and March 29" Common Ground Café offered open mic
opportunities for poets, story tellers and comedians. Stroll members were also invited to the
Highlands Public Library for a workshop on January 23 facilitated by Stroll member Alice
Major. The workshop, “Poetry Meets Science” dealt with scientific concepts as poetic inspiration
and metaphor for poetic themes.

The Poets on Fire Fundraiser, held at On the Rocks was an interesting affair offering prizes for
poetry stage performances. The first twenty poets to sign up and pay the $20 entry fee were
judged by 5 jury members selected from the audience. The competitors were judged on delivery
and confidence, crowd response and interaction, and on content comprehension. First place was
awarded to Joti Butler, second to Clayton Sanders and third place went to Markus Eymann. A
little later in the month, on February 29™ the Stroll staged a Leap Year Open Mic Challenge. The
challenge was in the request to use these words in creating a poem: New Orleans, sphincter,
trombone, orange, fly, elephant, giraffe, valentine, limousine, philosophy, potato, and mouse — a
challenge indeed. Gary Garrison and Audrey Brooks hosted the occasion.
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Another contest in support of the University of Alberta Hospital was brought to the Stroll by
Shirley Serviss. The poems were to be written about a hospital experience, hope, illness, or
wellness and the winning poems were displayed on the Poetry Walk along the second floor
hallway. Poems were to be submitted to the Friends of University Hospital Poetry Contest before
March 1%. Another memorization workshop, called Poets go Paperless this time. It was
conducted by Giselle Lemire, who ran the Poetry by Heart workshop the year before as well.

The Stroll of Poets AGM was held on March 20" in Room 7, on the sixth floor of the Stanley A
Milner Library. The entire board was re-elected for the upcoming season. The new anthology
was rolled out and the cover design was submitted by Trudy Grienauer that year.

The Stroll announced that the deadline for that year’s Dr. William Henry Drummond Poetry
Contest would be April 4™. The contest was very popular throughout the country and many Stroll
members entered the contest annually with some also winning recognition in the results.
Instrumental in the administration of the contest was stroll member David Brydges. On the 5™ of
April a reading by the group called Borderlines Writers Circle along with Stroll members took
place at Millwoods Library. The group was set up as a mentorship program to assist immigrants
to produce written word English Literature and the theme for the reading was dialogue that
celebrates diversity.

The Edmonton Poetry Festival ‘s theme for 2016 was Poetry Becomes and it ran from the 17" to
the 24th. One event they staged was a venue submitted by Stroll members on April 17" at Zocalo
Café in McCauley during the “Inner City Drum Beats” festivities. Alice Major, Gary Garrison,
Leif Gregerson, Charlotte Cranston, Naomi Mcllwraith, and Pierrette Requier, along with
winners of the Inner City Drum Beats Poetry Contest all read as part of this event. On the next
day, the Stroll hosted the now annual Blinks event cosponsored that year by the Edmonton
Poetry Festival as well. The evening, called “Everything but the Kitchen Blinks”, was hosted by
Trudy Greinhaur who was accompanied by the Blinks Philharmonic. On the 23™ of April, Stroll
members Alla Zeltserman and Peter Midgley read along with Metro Federation writer in
residence Marty Chan, followed by an open mic, in the Fireside Lounge at the Strathcona County
Library. On that same night, Pierrette Requier also took part in an event supporting local writers
at the Highlands Library.

Also taking place during the festival that year were some events sponsored by St. John’s
Institute. On the 22nd “Poetry Becomes Spirit” was the billing for the evening featuring the
group Wine & Wild Women Wordsmiths held at Latitude 53. The following evening St John’s
Institute sponsored a writing workshop with guest Armand Garnet Ruffo. Also, that day, and
evening, YEP Showcase was a presentation of Massawa Café, Poetry Among the Pines was a
special attraction conducted by the River Valley Adventure Company, and three sessions hosted
by Latitude 53. The first event was Poetry Becomes Conscience, while the second was called
Brown, Black and Fierce. They were followed by a presentation titled Poetry Meets — Waiting
Around. The final day of the festival, April 24", was labeled The Café Readings because
readings occurred at several downtown cafes throughout the day.

Fresh Verse, which was held at the Haven Reading at The Upper Crust on the evening of May
24™ that year, included 7 young poets who treated the packed house. The Canauthors Alberta
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Branch extended a welcome to Stroll poets at the Exporting Alberta Award Presentation and
Gala at Holy Trinity Anglican Church on the 27" of May. This was an evening of readings,
fellowship and celebration of the best of 2015 with the Exporting Alberta Awards.

The Writers Guild of Alberta held their “Creativity and Happiness” annual conference and AGM
at SAIT on June 3" and 4" presented participants with a chance to celebrate Canadian Literature,
hone their craft, and network with professional writers. The conference kicked off with a Literary
Pub Night and then closed with the Literary Awards Gala. On the Saturday a workshop with
Richard Harrison was offered on “My Words are in the World — Now What”. During the
workshop examined how poets deal with changing expectations for their work before and after
publication.

Mid-month in June another workshop was available for poets in Edmonton when poets were also
invited to attend the “Third Verb Poetry Workshop: The Art of Connection” at the Union Bank
Inn. This workshop was divided into three parts providing an introduction to poetry as the art of
connection, in-class writing exercises and then concluding with time to share newly produced

poetry.

During the month of July three separate Youthwrite summer camps were conducted to promote
the skills of young writers. Stroll of Poets members Mark Kozub, Barbara North, Janice
MacDonald, and Randy Williams were involved in teaching the courses. July 1% to 3" was Just
Write, held in Edmonton. July 3" to 8" was the Youthwrite Park Experience held in Bragg
Creek. July 10" to 15™ it was Youthwrite River Valley Experience held again in Edmonton.

The summer months provided opportunities for poets to send in their work to two calls for
submissions. The Prairie Journal of Canadian Literature had a July 30th deadline for poems to be
included in their Alberta Muse Issue coinciding with Alberta Cultural Days (September 30" to
October 2"). Greenboathouse Press, out of Vernon B.C., requested poetry manuscripts for
publication the following year to be submitted prior to August 31*. In response to the devastating
Fort MacMurray fire, a call for poetry submissions to be published in a fundraising anthology,
called “Fire and Sky Anthology” was organized by Stroll member David Brydges. Another offer
to share poetry was through the call for poets to share Poetry at Stephansson House on July 10",
Poets who wished to read poems on the theme of Nature were requested to send in a reply with
three original poems by June 22nd. A total of 8 poets would be selected to share their poems on
the historical site of Stephansson House at the end of August. Other poetic activities were also
planned for participants on that day.

During the Fringe Festival Pierrette Requirer hosted a colourful, multicultural, collaborative
event on the 16" of August involving a cast of Musicians, poets, and dancers.

The Haven launch in September called for poets to read poems regarding the Stroll history or
silver or the number 25 in honour of the 25™ anniversary of the Stroll of Poets Society
commencing that season. September 6" was a community open jam session In McCauley with
Gary Garrison hosting musicians, singers, and lyricists in an acoustic jam session. On September
70 a reading, held at Revera Churchill Senior’s Residence, was titled Beauty, Remembrance and
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Old Memories was jointly sponsored by the Stroll of Poets. All authors shared poems in
remembrance of beauty, remembrance and old memories.

The new season saw the start of a new series of courses that would be instructed by Shirley
Serviss. The first was “Running with Pens: Your Life Story” running on Tuesday evenings from
September through to November. Participants would learn the art of transcribing the material of
their life into articles, blogs, poetry or other literary forms. “Writing Your Life ran Tuesday
afternoons during the same time frame. It focused on writing about life stories or memories while
the third course, which was “The Personal Essay: Writing in Baggy Pants”, occurred on
Thursday evenings that fall and specifically taught on the form of essays to write about one’s
experiences. Also running on the first Tuesday of the month, from September through to
December was a workshop with Alison Clarke called “A Trip to the Fantastic”. The creative
writing experience was focused on creating poetry in response to art. The busy month continued
with Tuesday night sessions in Sir Winston Churchill Square with Melle Huizinga leading a
writers circle, sponsored by Seniors Association of Greater Edmonton (SAGE), for 4 consecutive
weeks.

Through Alberta Cultural Days activities included the STArts Fest in St. Albert which scheduled
6WP on the Trails. This event saw pairs of poets stationed at 6 locations along the Red Willow
Trail system read their six word poem. Also, on October 1%, “The Art of the Spoken Word” was
the name of an event staged at the Musée Héritage Museum. 15 spoken word artists were
selected to give a ten minute reading there and paid a $25 honorarium. The 3 word challenge
required that the poets include the words land, market and lineage in their poem (but not in the
title) referencing the exhibit at that time, which was Weiller and Williams Co Ltd: Building a
Livestock Empire. On October 1% the Arts and Culture Council of Strathcona County also held
Words in the Park — Book Fair and Sale in the Sherwood Park Community Center AGORA.. The
festivities there included free workshops, artisan displays, author book signings, prize draws and
interactive games.

On October 21* the CAVA Gallery staged “Climb; A multidisciplinary Show” produced by
Janis Dow, hosted by Pierrette Requier, directed by Giselle Lemire, with music by Braden Gates
and spoken word by Janis Dow. On the 30" of October the Haven moved to Audrey’s Books for
“Measures of Astonishment” which featured a lecture by former Saskatchewan poet laureate.
Glen Sorestad and Dymphny Dronyk, former president of the League and included open mic
spots for poets from the Stroll.

Alice major achieves two more milestones when her book Standard Candles won the Robert
Kroetsch Award for Poetry, as part of the Alberta Book Awards, and is also shortlisted for the
WGA Stephan G. Stepansson Award for Poetry as well as the League of Canadian Poets’
Raymond Souster Award. Secondly, she was named as one of the 25 Influentual Alberta Artists
from the previous 25 years. Another significant accomplishment went to Alison Clarke who was
named 2016 Writer of the Year by the Afro Canadian Heroes Awards.

On November 1* the anthology Fire and Sky, mentioned earlier, compiled by David Brydges,

was launched at the Wood Buffalo Regional Library with musical entertainment provide by
Jamie Gardner and speeches by Guy Choquet, director of the Red Cross Alberta Recovery as
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well as Perry Gillan, Deputy Chief of Fire Prevention. $315 dollars in book sales was raised and
a further 22 copies were donated to the library. Along with Fort MacMurray poets Julia Bennet
and Kiran Malik-Khan Stroll contributors included: David C. Brydges, Mary Campbell, Daniel
Pillar, Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck, Hank Binnema, Audrey Brooks, Kathy Fisher, Marcia
O’Connor, Audrey Seehagen, and Jocelyne Verret, who was also the editor. All participants
enjoyed a rewarding evening of fine poetry, music, and community spirit. The anthology was
also launched in Edmonton at Yiannis Taverna Greek Restaurant on December 15 with readings
by the Edmonton contributors. Kathy Fisher was the Master of Ceremonies and Roylin J. Picou
was a special musical guest for the evening.

The Olive at the Almanac presented Stephen Brockwell and rob mclennan on Tuesday,
November 8 at the Almanac Gastropub & Cocktails. Stephen, hailing from Ottawa, won the
Archibald Lampman Award in 2004 and rob, also from Ottawa, won the John Newlove Award in
2010. This series ran from September to April, on the second Tuesday of the month, since 2000
and offered a mix of emerging and established poetic talent.

Richard Davies offered a workshop opportunity in a session called “Exploring Poetic
Sensability” on November 26™ at the Highlands Public Library. Participants were requested to
share/read a short poem by someone who influenced them to write poetry and also a brief
personal poem that they believe represents their own approach, style or voice. This was followed
by discussion and feedback. Then on October 30" another poetry event commenced at Café
(Center for Advancement of Faculty Excellence) at MacEwan University. The Poetry Installation
was titled “I Don’t Want to Die In the Digital Age/Window of Light and Text” featured works
by Tim Bowling and J. Mark Smith and ran until February.

As part of the Season of Silver celebrations Audrey’s Books hosted featured readers, an extended
open mic, and sales of past Stroll Anthologies on November 27"

Edmonton’s Poet Laureate and Stroll member, Pierrette Requier, performs a poetry reading for
City Council on December 13" with special guests from the Stroll of Poets Society. Coffee and
muffins were served to councillors and attendees after the reading.

2017

The year 2017 started with a workshop that commenced on the 8" of January called “Get Tight
With Rhyme”. It was headed by Jade O’Riley and held, once again, at the Highlands Public
Library. The focus of the course was to introduce participants to poetry forms such as the sonnet,
Rondeau, Rondel, Villanelle, and Triolet. Two other workshops, facilitated by Shirley Serviss,
and held at the Meadows Community Recreation Center, commenced in January that year as
well. From the 24" to 14" of March the Tuesday evening meetings were called “Writing Your
Life” and focused on writing one’s life stories. The other workshop, called “The Personal Essay
— Writing in Baggy Pants” ran from January 26" to March 16™ on Thursday afternoons. The
intent of this course was to assist the participants in transforming their experiences, opinions, and
memories into essays.
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Stroll of Poets member Mary Campbell was teamed up with musical guest Donna Durand at the
Wild Earth Café in support of the Alberta Council for Aging on February 10™. With the musical
accompaniment of Donna, Mary read her poem Rest, Little Mamma, Rest which was a part of the
LitFest of the previous year.

Another workshop was then conducted from February 9™ to March 9" at the Castledowns
YMCA on Thursday evenings. This was another event targeting the involvement of young
writers called “Be a Video Poem Maker”. This writing and film making workshop was intended
to instruct teens to write poems and present them via film media.

In celebration of the Stroll of Poets 25™ Anniversary, dubbed “The Season of Silver”, a special
celebration was scheduled for Stroll members only at the Dovercourt Community Hall on
February 18"™. The gala was called the “Founders Feast” and honoured the amazing folks who
laid the foundation for The Stroll of Poets Society and those who kept it thriving for 25 years.
During that evening affair councillor Michael Walters also read a poem in honor of the
organization.

During that month other occasions involving Stroll members included Joyce Davies at the
Chateau Lacombe on February 21% leading a creative writing course on: What can happen when
you sign up for a workshop. This event was sponsored by the Women’s Canadian Club of
Edmonton. Stroll members also participated in a performance poem event sponsored by
Westcorp Windsor Park Plaza on February 24™. Then on February 25™ Diane Robitelle
conducted a Poetry and Art workshop at the Highlands Public Library. This course was an
exploration of colours and gestures that you can give to enhance your poem dealing with the
relationships of colour to one another and to words. Besides the regular Monday night Haven
readings at the Upper Crust, three poetry readings were held on weekends at Audrey’s Books
during the spring season as well.

March 19" was the date of the AGM and the Anthology book launch for the Stroll of Poets and it
was held at Massawa Café¢ and Bistro that year.

Two poetry contests were advertised by the Stroll that spring as well. The deadline for the annual
William Henry Drummond Poetry Contest was March 31*. The competition, administered by
Stroll member David Brydges from Cobalt Ontario, offered prizes of $300 for 1* place, $200 for
2" place, $100 for 3" place, and $75 for 8 honourable mentions. March 31% was also the
deadline for “Words of Wellness”, the yearly call for poems by the Friends of University
Hospitals. Eight poets would win an opportunity to read their poem on April 19" at the
McMullen Gallery and display their poems in the gallery, located on the second floor of the
hospital. June 22" was the deadline for the annual, Edmonton based, John W Blisland Literary
Awards for Seniors. These were all contests that Stroll members had been active in for some
years at this point.

On April 11" Stroll member Claire Kelley read from her new book Maunder, as part of The

Olive Reading Series, at the Almanac Gastropub and Cocktails. While the month of April was
again the time for Stroll poets to engage in the 30/30 event, writing a poem each day of the
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month according to prompts provided by leader Trudy Greinhaur, it also marked another
National Poetry month. It was celebrated in Edmonton with the Poetry Festival which ran from
the 16" to the 23™ of the month. The theme of the festival was “Horizons/Eskonahkwahk. Stroll
poets among the headlining writers included Bert Almon, Douglas Barbour, Kimmy Beach,
Alison Clarke, Kathy Fisher, Claire Kelly, Laurie Macfayden, and Pierrette Requier.

Coinciding with these dates was the commencement of Stroll writing workshops, once again
conducted by Shirley Serviss, From April 18" to June 6™, she led “Personal Essay — Writing in
Baggy Pants”, on Tuesday afternoons at the City Arts Center. From April 20" until June 8" she
hosted “Writing Your Life” on Thursday afternoons at the City Arts Center.

The Festival Events included an event, billed as Multilingual Horizons, at McLuhan House
featuring the launch of Polyglot Magazine, on Monday the 17", On that evening “Poetry is Life
— Life is Poetry”, the Theatre Dialog hosted a tribute to the lives and poetry of Russian poets and
featured Pierrette Requier reading Anna Akhmatova. The next afternoon, Featured Performer-
Poetry Central had readings in Beaver Hill Park. Later that evening The Stroll of Poets hosted
their Quicksilver Blinks Event in the Mercury Room as well. On Thursday, April 20" a
performance announced as a French Event for the greater public scheduled a free reading called
French Twist: Poésies de tout horizon at the Kasbar. That night, at midnight, CJSR 88.5 FM
Radio with host Michael James aired a special with poetry, musicians and writers which included
several interviews with artists as well. The Yellowhead Brewery hosted “Wine and Wild Women
Wordsmiths” on Friday night. Then on Saturday, April 22™ several more poetry readings were
staged. They were: “Our Planet, Our Poems: Your Work Now” at McLuhan House, “YEP
Showcase” at Massawa Café, “Cutlines: Through the Landscapes of Experience” at The
Almanac (at 1:00 PM) and “The View from Here” again at The Almanac (at 4:00 PM), “Clouds
on the Horizon — Query” at Latitude 53, “11"™ Annual Evening of Poetry” at The Strathcona
County Library, and also “Birds on a Wire” at Studio 96. Sunday also saw many venues staging
readings as part of the festival’s The Café Readings series, one of which was “En Francais”
hosted at Massawa Café. “Beyond Reconciliation” was an event that ran at Studio 96 on Sunday
evening.

Following the festival, on Tuesday, April 25" National Poetry Month Reading in Council
featured Pierrette Requier reading her poem for Make Something Edmonton Mural Project
trilingual City Poem Edmonton — notre ville — péhondn in City Hall and included special guests.

On May 6™ The Writers Guild of Alberta organized Mentorship Celebration event, called
“Three Emerging Voives”, with mentors (established Edmonton authors) introducing three new
voices of emerging Edmonton poets. Marco Melfi, Jacqueline Kwan, and Sherryl Melnyk read
their poems at the Tiramisu Restaurant. Other events that occurred that month included a
gathering of poets to read at Starbucks downtown arranged by Dani Zyp and Karen Lumley as
well as the Stroll of Poets’ annual Fresh Verse, at the Upper Crust readings, offering 8 young
poets 5 minutes each to read their poems and included an open mic session to conclude the
evening.

The 5™ annual Fresh Verse Event was staged by the Stroll at the Upper Crust providing an
opportunity once again for eight youthful voices (under 25) to present their poetry in a five
minute reading. This event was held near the end of the season once again on May31st.
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During June of 2017 other ventures of note included the following. On June 10™ and 11"

“Juxtapositions” was the theme for the Writers Guild of Alberta’s AGM which was held in Lister
Hall at the University of Alberta. Bursaries were available to participants in need to attend the
event which included keynote speakers Yasuko Than and Todd Babiuk. Catherine Owen
conducted a workshop on writing and play, called “Eavesdropping on Mars” about the pleasure
of writing poetry and short stories. An exhibition was staged by Jocelyn Verret and Father
Douglas at Sir Winston Churchill Square on the 22™ to the July 4™, It was called “Conversations
in Pen and Paint” and in bearing witness to the relationship between different forms of artistic
expressions. It featured the art of Douglas in response to the poems of Jocelyne. Leif Gregersen,
named the “Spotlight Writer” for the summer of 2017 by the EPL, also put on a free workshop at
the Woodcroft Branch of the Edmonton Public Library teaching the expression of yourself in
words.

Youthwrite camps were again held during the weekend of June 30" to July 2™ at the Bennet
Center this year. The venue offered young writers to participate in a few days of writing and the
opportunity to network with published authors Mary Pinkoski, Bob Chelmick, Minister Faust,
and Omar Mouallem.

The late spring and early summer months presented poets with opportunities to partake in the
Easy Writers writing group which met on the last Thursday of each month. It was led by a
different participant each meeting. Another writers circle was scheduled by the WGA called
“Borderlines” and paired inexperienced writers with mentors. The group was a multilingual,
multicultural mix designed to encourage English writing.

Calls for poetry contest submissions were made during those months by Dr. William Henry
Drummond Poetry Contest, Prairie Journal, John W Blisland Awards, Glass Buffalo Writing
Contest, and Stephansson House Historic Site. Another opportunity was the Request for Content
requested by Stroll member Daniel Piller for his upcoming book “A Mother’s Love”. Dan sent
out a plea to young mothers and fathers to submit 2 sentence responses to the questions: What
does a mother’s love feel like and In what way do your children show their love for you.

The fringe that year included works by Strollers Gerald St. Maur once again, featuring Mel
Huizinga, as well as a play by Kenneth Brown. It was also announced during that summer that
Stroll founding member and former poet laureate of Edmonton had been given the Lieutenant
Governor’s Distinguished Artist Award for 2017.

During the 2017/2018 season the electronic online Haven sign up page was opened to facilitate
the creation of the Haven schedule for readers as well as mic and door hosts. In conjunction with
this, the Stroll board also created a Haven committee and refined the process of distributing
duties associated with setting up and facilitating the Haven Readings.

After the summer months, on September 7™ The Almanac was the site of the WGA Fall Kick-
off. The full and exciting program included representatives of various literary organizations,
festivals, residencies, and reading series. They included: David Belle (Edmonton Public Library
writer in residence), Gail Sidonie-Sobat (The Writers Union of Canada), Alice Major (Stroll of
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Poets), Sharon Day (Edmonton Public Library), Fawnda Mithrush (LitFest Alberta). Julie
Robinson (The Writer’s Guild of Alberta), Rayanne Doucet (Edmonton Poetry Festival), Jean
Crozier and Caterina Edwards (Finding the Unique), and Heather Dolman (STARFest).

On September 16th , writing, meditation, reflection, and sharing were the activities in the Late
Summer Writing Retreat held at the Horizon village and led by Antionette Voute Roeder. The
Almanac was the site of the Frontenac House 2017 Poetry Launch on September 20", Billy Rae
Belcourt, Laurie Macfadyen, Vivian Hansen, and Lisa Pasold were the four featured readers for
the event. On the 20" of September, the winners of the Glass Buffalo Poetry Contest were
announced and presented their poetry at the Yellowhead Brewery. An evening of song and
spoken word with Donna Durand and Kathy Fisher was an entertaining affair held at Wild Earth
Café on September 29™.

September was also the starting month of a new season for the Stroll reading series with a launch
date of September 18" and a theme of “On the Wing” featuring poetry about birds that frequent
the Edmonton area. Shirley Serviss once again instructed three different Creative Writing
Classes through the City of Edmonton. Memoir: Writing Your Life ran September 19 to
November 7" on Tuesday afternoons at the City Arts Center. Non-fiction: Running with Pens
was held on Wednesday evenings from September 20™ to October 20™ at Clareview Arena.
Writing the Personal Essay: Writing in Baggy Pants ran Thursday afternoons at the City of the
Arts from September 21 through November 9"

What a month of treats for poetry and music lovers in October! The WGA presented an Open
Mic — Read Like the Pros evening at The Almanac on the 5™. On October 13" it was “Memory
and Loss” an evening of poetry and song with poetry by Alice Major, Donna Durand, Pierrette
Requier, Katie Flaherty, Mary Campbell and music by Anne Hurley and Jim Videto was
presented at Woodcroft Community Hall and admission was FREE. The book, Memory and Loss
— A Canadian Anthology of Poetry, was available for sale there for $15.00.

Burning Moon Salon was one of two attractions on the night of October 14", Held at YEG, it
featured Alicia Lake Campbell, Josh Luukkonen, Darien Selander, and Kelly Shepherd with
music by Karen Donaldson Shepherd and required only a Food Bank donation for entry. On that
some night the Wild West Poetry Festival was held in the Kasbar venue of Yiannis Taverna.
Poets from across Canada read with local open mic poets in a competition for a prize for the
wildest read poem. Singer/songwriter Donna Durand, spoken word poet Kathy Fisher and
musicians Anne Hurley & Jim Videto highlighted the entertainment as well.

Audrey’s Books hosted Dead Poets’Haven reading on October 29" featuring an open mic for
opportunity for readers with poems written by or inspired by dearly departed poets.

November 2™ at The Almanac the WGA staged an event with Reading and Discussion on
Finding Your Audience featuring fiction writer Debbie Willis and poet Marco Melfi, who won
the Sharon Drummond Chapbook Award, reading from their work. On the 8" of the month, the
threesome of Laurie MacFatden, Billy-Ray Belcourt, and Kelly Shepherd read from their work at
Audrey’s Books’ Visceral Poetry billing. Calls were announced during newletters that month for
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poets to submit poems for the annual anthology and also for a chapbook, to be published by the
Stroll of Poets, with Magpies as the theme.

Audrey’s Books was once again the site of an Evening of Poetry, on this occasion hosted by
Alice Major and featuring poets Susan McCaslin, Antoinette Volte Roeder, and Randy Kohan
on November 9", Also that evening, The Almanac staged an event billed as Poetry of the Potus
with The Raving Poets Band. The band provided live improv music to accompany open mic
poets reading on the year with the Trump. The following evening, at Robertson-Wesley United
Church, Julie Robinson and Brooke Leifso facilitated a workshop which invited people to a
justice focused effort. “Speak our Words — Explore Through Poetry Workshop” promoted
community building through reflection on current injustices in our society. As well as poetry
reading by Julie Robinson the group also read and wrote poetry on that theme. On November
14™ the Olive Reading Series headlined Marco Melfi and Lise Gaston followed by an open mic
at "Ehe Almanac. Additional poetry readings occurred at Audrey’s Books on November 22" and
26"

The WGA Holiday Party with Marty Chan and Fiddler Daniel Gervais was held at The Almanac
on December 7™ and included poetry readings, music and holiday cheer.

2018

The New Year starts with the Olive Reading Series “Writers in residence evening” at The
Almanac. Featured readers for this occasion are Margaret Christakos (U of A) and Deborah
Willis (MacEwan U).

January 25" sees the launch of sister poetry society Parkland Poets with current Stroll board
member heading it up as its inaugural president.

January 28" is the first reading at Audrey’s Books for that year. The Stroll Newsletter included
an essay by Gerald St. Maur called The Reading of Poetry outlining how to prepare and read
poetry to an audience.

February 1* the WGA presents: Reading and Conversation with Marilyn Dumont at The
Almanac. Marilyn read from her work and facilitated discussion about creativity, identity, and
place. The Olive Reading Series continues at The Almanac with Sharon Thesenon February 70
and then Lizie Derksen and Sharon McCartney on February 13", February 20™ was the date that
the Stroll of Poets launched their newly published Chapbook Magpie Poems in the McMullen
Gallery at U of A Hospital with Rusti Lehay, Myrna Garanis, Julie C. Robinson, Anna
Mioduchowska, and Nancy MacKenzie reading their contributions to the book. February 25™
sees another Haven Series reading at Audrey’s Books.

March 1% the WGA presents: Blast from the Past! At The Almanac, hosted by Mike Gravel. 8
writers share their earliest writing. The readers are winners in their contest where one line was
submitted from the entry poem. The most surprising, descriptive, tender, or off the wall lines will
be selected. Feb 15 deadline. On March 13", The Olive Reading Series, at The Almanac
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Gastropub presented Jumoke Verissimo and readers from their board along with an open mic
session once again. Then on March 15™ WGA Presents: Borderlines Writers Circle Readings
2018 was held at Whitemud Crossing Library hosted by EPL writer in residence, Darrin Hagen.
New work by six multicultural, multilingual writers who completed the Writers Circle Program.
March 18" was the date of the Stroll’s AGM at 3 Bananas Café.

From March 15" to May 9", at the Blue Curve Gallery in the Glenrose Hospital, the art of Janis
Dow was on exhibition and the show opened with Janis reading from her poetry collection to
start the art. A WGA webinair was streamed on March 24" called “Smash All the Rulez”. James
Harbeck discussed the rules of the English language and the effects you can have by breaking
them.

Book launches during the first quarter of 2018 included: Hive by Randy Kohan; Secret Wish of
Dragon H by Llara Stefiuk-Gaudet; The Theater by Guy Chambers; Welcome to the
Anthropocene by Alice Major; Perfectly Beastly by Hugh McAlary; The Air is Elastic by Ella
Zeltserman.

Calls for poetry submissions announce by the Stroll of Poets for the first quarter of 2018
included The Polyglot Magazine. With a deadline in March the winning poems would be used
fro their spring 2018 issue of multilingual art and poetry launched on April 22" during the
Edmonton Poetry Festival. They requested poetry themed on curating our Canadian Literature
Canons or where culture/heritage and language intersect. A Celebration of Poetry at Rutherford
House called for poems based on “Family”. An announcement event would also be schedule for
April 22" during the Edmonton Poetry Festival. March 17 was set as a deadline for poetry
submissions to a Request for Kitchen Poetry by Shirley Serviss on behalf of U of A Hospital.
The poems, to be related to kitchens, were then read and displayed during an art show at the
McMullen Gallery on April 16th.

The thirty poems in thirty days challenge comes around again at the onset of April for interested
Stroll members with Trudy Greinhaur managing the event. The beginning of April also marks
National Poetry month and the coming of another Edmonton Poetry Festival which meant that
the Stroll would sponsor another Blinks event as part of the festival. Year 12 of the annual blitz
of 30 second poems was an eye to eye and word to word show down with the Blink
Philhormanic prepared to rev up and drown out breakers of the time limit. That year the event
was dubbed Made Ya Blink. Much of the pre-festival promotion and ticket sales had been done
through the internet that year.

WGA Presents: Writers in the Hot Seat in conjunction with the Book Publishers Association of
Alberta on April 5™ at The Almanac. The affair is a demonstration of a typical meeting with a
publisher. Strathcona Place Center presented a Poets and Writers Networking event on April 6™
providing an opportunity to meet other writers, network, as well as create and share work in a
poetry slam.

Starting almost simultaneously with the festival are the Creative Writing Courses with Shirley
Serviss. City Arts Center was the location for Thursday evening gatherings from April 19" to
May 24™ for “Playing with Words”, a review of the elements of poetry and what differentiates it
from prose. “The Personal Essay: Writing in Baggy Pants” was held at the City Arts Center from
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April 19" to June 17" on Thursday afternoons. The topic was transforming life experiences into
a variety of personal essays. The “Writing Your Life” course was also held in the City Arts
Center on Tuesday afternoons from April 17" to June 5.

The Almanac hosted another in The Olive Reading Series on Tuesday, April 10 with featured
readers Marilyn Dumont and Loic Mulatris and an open mic session followed. Sunday, April 15™
at Wild Bird General Store. 15 contributors to The Magpie Chapbook read their poems for a
$5.00 donation.

The 2018 Poetry Festival ran from April 22™ to April 29", The theme that year was “Your Voice
Here/Néhiyawétan/Toi.Ta Voix. Ici.” It presented venues such as Multilingual Voices:
Expanding the Canlit Canon, Indigenous voices in poetry and art, a Masterclass with Christian
Campbell, Queer Expressions, and Family Ties.

Highlights of the week were:

Wine and Wild Women Wordsmiths

Family Ties

Queer Expressions

Poetry & Philosophy with Jan Zwicky

Alchemy: Our annual Poetry Party

néhiyawétan

In One’s Own Voice — 4 diverse poets including Christian Campbell, a compelling Bahamian
poet

Christian Campbell’s Master Class

Literary Cocktails — the U of A Press celebrates its new creative titles
The All Star Slam — 8 of Edmonton’s top poets compete

Stroll poets considered headliners were announced on the Festival website: E.D. Blodgett,
Richard Davies, Michael Gravel, Rayanne Haines, Randy Kohan, Laurie Macfayden, Alice
Major, Pierrette Requier, and Jocelyne Verret were in this list.

During the Poetry Festival, on April 22"* the Edmonton Poetry Festival and Sandstone
Weddings presented “A Wedding of Women’s Words & Music with The Giselle Lemire Bridal
Party & Wedding Entertainers Trois Levres Rouges featuring Kathy Fisher at La Cité
francophone.

April 22" was also the deadline for the Dr. William Henry Drummond Poetry Contest.

April 28" was the “Get Your Words Out” 2018 four day WFSC Writer’s Conference at County
Hall Conference Rooms. Heart of the City Mentorship Opportunity with Nasra Adem (Youth
Poet Laureate) application was April 29™.

River Valley Researchers presented a poetry reading in the North Saskatchewan River valley on
Monday, April 30™ The event started out at the University of Alberta Humanities Center then
proceeded to the River Valley for a guided walk, a talk on indigenous history of the area,
followed by a poetry reading by Margaret Christakos, the U of A Writer in Residence.
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Events during the month of May that year included: WGA Presents: Five New Voices at
Tiramisu Restaurant with readings from 5 graduates of their annual Mentorship Program
occurred on May 5™. The next day, Audrey’s Books presented “An Afternoon with the Authors’
showcasing the writers whose work had been shortlisted for the Alberta Literary Awards.
Readers included: Lisa Martin, Sadia Masud, Cynthia Scott Wandler, Jennifer Bowering Delisle,
Kimmy Beach, Billy-Ray Belcourt, Nicole Moeller, and Igpy Kin. Spruce Grove Public Library
Presents: Spring Festival for the Arts on Saturday, May 12", Wednesday Night Writers, set in
motion by Leanne Myggland Carter, have met for 10 years with over 40 participants from
surrounding areas.

Fresh Verse 2018, the sixth edition of this event, featured 8 youth poets and an open mic session
at the Stroll’s Haven Reading Series held at The Upper Crust Restaurant. In June several
Edmonton poets and Strollers staged a fundraiser for the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) called a Poetry Protest to rally against the immigration policies of US President Donald
Trump. Taking part in the reading were Lisa Mulrooney, Adriana Onita, Jaspreet Singh, Julie
Robinson, Peter Midgley, Tyler Hein, Matthew Stepanic, and Luciana Erregue.

Also at this time were numerous calls for poetry or performers for venues. Some of these
opportunities were: Arden Theater in St. Albert requested poets/performers to share their earliest
writing endeavors at “Grownups Read Things They Wrote as Kids” scheduled for June 15".
Stephansson House called for poetry submissions with the selected poets given the opportunity
to read their work on site during the July 15" event “Poetry at Stephan’s House”. The Freewill
Shakespeare Festival requested spoken word artists to participate in stage events during the
festival running from June 21* to July 13", Players at the Fringe was seeking for Bring Your
Own Venue participants to propose works with up to 4 performers reflecting the theme “The
Sound of Words in a World of Sound”, especially in a multi-disciplinary collaboration. The
selected groups would have a chance to perform at The Wee Book Inn during the Fringe
Festival.

The WGA conducted two workshops during the summer months that year. In July it was in the
format of a webinair on the 7". Called Indexing: The Art of Writing Reader Friendly Indexes for
Nonfiction Books it instructed on the creation of proper and useful indexes. On august 12" a
workshop about market needs, trends and publishing pursuits in a course called What Publishers
Want and it was led by literary agent Sam Hiyate. Starting July 22™ and running until October
19™ another exhibition of collaborative work by Jocelyne Verret and Father Douglas, again
called “Conversations with Pen and Brush” , went on display. A reception, with a poetry reading
by Jocelyne took place on August 4™

“Interiors” with poetry by Amy Willans, Cathy Hodgson, Kerry Mulholland, and Laurie
MacFayden was presented by Friends of University Hospitals on August 8" in the McMullen
Gallery. This reading took place amid the art of Gillian Williams and was accompanied by
musician Bev Ross. August 25™ was the date for the 4™ annual version of the Late Summer
Writing Retreat at Horizon Village South. A new venue, Chapters Books, hosted a poetry
reading on August 25" as well featuring poets Ronald Kurt, Jasse Anger, Hannah Hackney, and
Ky Perraun.
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Just before the new Haven season commenced a couple of other poetry events took place in the
beginning of September. The WGA Edmonton Falll Kick-off was held in The Almanac on
September 5. At this yearly planning event entertainment was provided through the readings of
local poets and writers on this occasion. The authors included were Darrin Hagen (EPL writer in
residence), Michael Hingston (Metro writer in residence), John Leppard (Stroll of Poets),
Fawnda Mithrush (LiFest Alberta), Heather Dolman (STARFest), Nicola Brown (Canadian
Authors Association), and Lisa Mulrooney (Parkland Poets). Then, on September 13", Ellen
Kartz was featured in a poetry and prose presentation at The Aviary billed as “The Tenderness of
Stone”. She pleased the audience with poetry, prose, and photographs reflecting her recent trip to
the Himalayan mountains.

The Stroll of Poets Haven Reading Series launched their new season on September 17" at The
Upper Crust Restaurant. Make it Musical was the theme for the evening si poets were invited to
include instruments, bring a band, or come with a painting that inspires you about playing, etc.

A piano-Poem Duet, with Stroll member Diane Robitelle and pianist Zac Bellward was a part of
New Music Edmonton’s See You or Something in September III Show at Holy Trinity Anglican
Church on September 22", Also, on the 22" the WGA aired a Webinar on building a
writer’splatform and finding their audience with Canadian writer Kimberley Grabas. Then on
September 27" the Edmonton Public Library staged an event at Highlands branch called “The
Moon is a Circle, Come Sing — Darrin Hagen in Conversation with Anna Marie Sewell”. The
EPL writer in residence and Stroll poet discussed the spirit of sharing aloud and, after performing
their own work, invited other to share their poems, songs, or reflections as well. The Parkland
Poets Society Reading Series started up again on September 27" as well.

On the 29" of the month the Writers Foundation of Strathcona County hosted its 11™ annual
Words In the Park — Author Fair and Book Sale in conjunction with Alberta Culture Days. It was
held at Spark Gallery and boasted of all things literary. Also on September 29" Spruce Grove
Public Library hosted Poets in the Park in the event tent at Central Park in Spruce Grove. Naomi
Mcllwraith was the feature reader for this event and she shared poems from her book kiyam:
poems which explores the beauty of the intersection between néhiyawéwin )Plains Cree
language) and akayasimowin (English).

A function at the public library Highlands Branch was held on October 11" caledd EPL Presents:
What Makes Poetry. It featured poets Alice Major, Rayanne Haines, Matthew Stepanic, and
Ahmed Knowmadic discussing poetic expression vis a vis traditional versus modern and page
versus stage. Two of these poets went on to start a regular podcast series called Lets Get Lit, A
Drunk Poetry Podcast. It was hosted by Rayanne and Matthew and co-sponsored by wine expert
Gurvinder Bhatia so the show combined poets with a wine sample associated with the spice of
each poet or poetic theme. The program contained reading and discussion of poetry with guest
authors and their first podcast came from The Almanac on October 17™ The last event of that
month was a themed reading at Audrey’s Books called The Dead Poets Haven on behalf of the
Stroll of Poets.

November 30™ was set as the deadline for submissions to a new chapbook to be published by the
Stroll of Poets entitled “Winter Water”.
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Emerging Authors Showcase was sponsored by the Spruce Grove Public Library on November
3" Tt included several Stroll poets who read at the Keephills Community Hall that evening.
Among the readers were Chantal Beaulieu, Katherine Koller, Naomi Mcllwraith, Rayanne
Haines, Shari Narine, and Miji Campbell. The showcase was emceed by Thoma Trofimuk.

The WGA November Members Night, billed as Verse of the Universe celebrated the birthday of
Carl Sagan on November 7" at The Almanac. Sixteen open mic spots were drawn from entrants
to read their poetry accompanied by special guests The Raving Poets. The band was comprised
of members Randall Edwards on guitar, Thomas Trofimuk playing piano, Karen Shepherd
playing the violin, and Michael Gravel as the emcee. On November 14" The Olive Reading
Series,continued at The Almanac featuring readings by Rayanne Haines and Matthew Stepanic.
The 30™ of the month was the deadline for submissions to the Stroll of Poets new chapbook
“Winter Water”.

The 5™ of December was the date that WGA December Member Night was held at The
Almanac. A series of poets read from their work during that evening which was set up to have
the various poets represent demographics of sequential decades. Th representative poets included
Alison Clarke, Charlie Gill, Barbara Grodaes, Joyce Harries, Tyler Hein, Peter Midgely, Anna
Mipduchowska, and Ariana Townsend.

The year closed with calls for applicants for two projects commencing in 2019. A December 14"
deadline was set by the Edmonton Poetry Festival to submit proposals for a Bring Your Own
Venue event for the upcoming festival. Another one was a request, by Stroll poet Kim Blair for
volunteers for her “Portrait and Poetry Project”. Aimed at being a fundraiser for The Stroll of
Poets, Kim asked for 35 to 50 head/shoulder pictures complete with an accompanying poem
about the model. The intention was to produce and sell the portrait pairs with a share of the
profits going to the Stroll. The Inner City Expositors Project was requesting volunteers to assist
with screening and editing submissions from amateur poets, primarily from the inner city, as a
prelude to publication.

Notable during the year was the increase in Haven Reading Series events staged at Audrey’s
Books who continued to be very supportive of the Stroll. They also helped individual Stroll
members with book launches at times. Founding Stroll member, and webmaster at that time,
Doug Elves, stepped down after 15 years of maintaining the Stroll website. Experimentation with
the Stroll logo was evident on several Newsletters that year as well (check out visuals included
later in this document).

There were several books published by members that year (not all launched at Audrey’s). A
sampling of these:

Raising Grandkids by Gary Garrison

Crisp-Maned Bay by Nancy MacKenzie

The Space Between by Antoinette Volite Roeder

Awaken the Wildness Within by Janelle Schmidt

Borderlines Anthology by the WGA Borderlines Writers Circle
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2019

January of 2019 included 2 events put on by the Writers Guild of Alberta. The first was an on
line webinar in the morning of the 21* hosted by Kimmy Beach called “How to Edit Your Work.
That evening, at The Aviary, was January Member Night called Blue Monday. These events
were followed up by another WGA event on February 6™ at The Almanac called Biographies of
Two Alberta Cities.

January 31* was the deadline announced in the newsletter by Shirley Serviss for another Friends
of University Hospitals Annual Poetry Contest, called “Words of Wellness”. As well as an
opportunity to read their work for the winning poetry submissions was the opportunity to have
the poem displayed in McMullen Gallery in the U of A Hospital.

The WGA was staging another Member Night which featured once again a Calgary and an
Edmonton author in the Biographies of Place: Literary Tales of Two Cities on February 6. The
WGA also produced a Webinar on February 21st, Social Media for Writers. To instruct writers
on using platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Goodreads to submit and/or post
poetry, who/how/what to follow, and how to engage with others.

The WGA March Member Night featured several writers in residence from different Alberta
institutions at The Almanac on March 6™. These writers, available to writing communities for

assistance and consultation, included Matthew Stepanic, Rayanne Haines, Wayne Arthurson,
Nisha Patel, Katherine Koller, and Mary Pinkoski.

Woodrack Café was the location of a poetry reading on March 13" called Wild Spaces: 3
perspectives from 3 poets. The readers who were presenting poetry regarding what wild spaces
meant to them that evening were Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck, Ellen Kartz, and Janelle Schmidt.

The Stroll of Poets AGM was held in 3 Bananas Café on March 17", The Anthology was also
rolled out at the meeting.

Readings from the Winter Water chapbook were performed by contributors at the Wild Bird
General Store on March 31*. That day was also the deadline for ICE Imprint submissions for
poets from inner city and homeless to be published in a book later in the year. Commencing the
beginning of April Trudy Greinhaur, of the Stroll of Poets, once again facilitated the 30/30
Poetry Challenge. She provided optional prompts, which participants could use if they wished, to
encourage the poets to produce a poem each day throughout the month of April. All the poems
written would be recorded in a google doc. that she maintained and kept up.

Coinciding with the 30/30 event, as with the year before, The Edmonton Poetry Festival had a
full slate of scheduled events. The theme of the year was “Homeword”. Headlining poets
included Rayanne Haines, Claire Kelly, Ellen Kartz, Peter Midgley, Lisa Mulrooney, Pierrette
Requier, and Anna Marie Sewell.

It was also, once again, announced, promoted and marketed primarily on line. Little or no

information was provided through the press. Numerous events at many venues filled the week-
long festival. In fact, several workshops were also offered on line during the festival. “YouTube,
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On the Other Hand”, which taught how to make content that people want to see and read, was led
by Alexis Hillyard. “Eggshells and Bad Yolks: Embracing Vulnerability as Editors” was a
workshop about embracing the hidden potential of vulnerability in editing practices and was led
by Peter Midgley. Jenna Butler led another course on creating your own words for the places and
landscapes where you live called “Home and Away: Writing Our Lands”. Understanding
musicality and how it affects your words was the focus of a workshop run by Arlene Par¢ called
“Music in Poetry With Arlene Paré”.

On April 20" Audrey’s Books hosted an event presenting many greater Edmonton area poets in
an event billed as “Where Words Come From: A Celebration of Patrick Lane” where the authors
discussed his influence on their writing journey, read from his work, and from their own. The
poets present for the event included Jenna Butler, Peter Midgley, Kathy Fisher, Gail Sidorie
Sobat, Ellen Kartz, and Leanne MC.

The Stroll of Poets and the Edmonton Poetry Festival sponsored and staged “Winking, Blinking,
and Naughty”, their annual Blinks event at The Aviary on Monday, April 22", The Blinks
Philharmaonic ensured that none of the free verse, spoken word or slant thymed performances
went beyond the 30 second time limit by blasting anyone who did. On Friday, April 26", The
Matrix Hotel staged this year’s version of “Wine and Wild Women Wordsmiths. The hotel also
hosted back to back events all the next day with shows called “Homebody”, then “Alive &
Open”, followed by “The Alongside: Poetry & The Architecture of Home with Canisia Lubrin”.
They concluded the day with “Homefront, The Saturday Poetry Party. The final day of the
festival, on Sunday, April 28‘h, The Café Readings filled several venues downtown through the
afternoon while CKUA Studio also hosted “Translating Home” that evening.

During the festival the winners of the Spring 2019 Poetry Moves on Transit winners were also
announced. As a result, Danae Strelau, patti Sinclair, Don Perkins, and Kim Mannix had their
winning poems displayed on the Edmonton Transit buses and recorded in
Edmontonpoetryfestival.com/poetry-route web site.

On May 3", Edmonton poet Randy Kohan read from his book “Hammers and Bells at Audrey’s
Books prior to departing on a reading tour of Russia. Edmonton Public Library, Capilano
Branch, hosted an event with Carissa Halton, Alice Major, and Kelly Shepherd discussing their
writing practices and what it means to write place, on the 9™ of the month. The Stroll of Poets
once again }}lleld their Fresh Verse event for young, emerging poets at their Haven Reading Series
on May 27"

Movement and Text Workshop with Leah McInnes was conducted at the John and Maggie
Mitchell Art Gallery on June 1*. This performative lecture on movement and text guided
participants through a stretching and moving techniques combined with a series of writing and
drawing exercises to inspire conversation about how language affects one’s body. June 24" was
the date of a Poetry Reading at McMullen Library, University of Alberta Hospital. In
conjunction with a display of art by Lauren Crazybul, indigenous poets Naomi Mcllwraith,
Corinne Riedel, Kali Stewart, Sage Giroux, and Daniel Poitras read from their poetry as well.
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During the spring and early summer Richard Davies, of the Stroll of Poets, offered members two
services to help them with publishing their work. The first was a consultation service regarding
collections of poems in terms of publishing considerations. The second service Richard offered
was preface or introduction writing for books that you plan to publish. He provided an overview
of the purpose and organization of the book and also described your poetic sensibility and
uniqueness. He also wrote an essay that was also included in the Stroll Newsletter called “How
do you Know a Poem is Good”. In the essay he suggested that important things to look for
included whether the title grabbed your interest, the look (or shape) of the poem, stanza breaks.
As well as scanning the last word of each line to get the gist of the poem and determine the merit
of the writing.

Over the summer months there were two deadlines for poetry submissions which members could
participate in. July 7" was the last day to send poems in for Poetry at Stephansson House with
the actual reading of the winning poems taking place on July 21* as well. The deadline for
submissions to editors Myrna Garanis and Ivan Sundal for their proposed book “Life of Pie” was
August 15" They requested poems that were sweet, savoury, mathematical, or pie in your face
humorous.

On September 14™ Audrey’s Books was the site of a book launch and author signing event for a
book containing poetry and visual art recognizing the beauty and spirit of the western regions of
Canada. “Vista of the West contained poetry by many local area poets including Doris Daley,
Rayanne Hianes, Alice Major,and Trudy Greinhaur. On that day also, at the University of
Alberta Botanic Garden, a workshop focused on the connection between writing and our physical
surroundings was led by Lisa Martin. The day of walking, reflection, and writing was called
Writing Habitat: A Day of Writing and Reflection.

Oh No! Not another Stroll launch Haven Reading Series was revved up for September 16™ at
The Upper Crust Restaurant again with Anne Gerard Marshall and Alice Major hosting the first
reading of the new season. Starting a short time after that, Shirley Serviss once again instructed
writing courses, offered at the City Arts Center, of interest to poets. On Thursday nights, from
September 26™ to November 19", the content of the course was transforming experiences into a
variety of essay forms. It was called “Writing: The Personal Essay; Writing in Baggy Pants”.
Runnig from October 22" to December 10", on Tuesday afternoons the course was Writing;
Writing Your Life”. The focus of the class was to evoke participants to write, in various formats,
in response to prompts and memories.

During the month of September, the Writers Guild of Alberta was active in presenting several
poetry events involving members of the Stroll. The WGA kick-off event, on September 4" at
The Almanac on Whyte, had a program introducing upcoming literary events for Edmonton so
was represented by poets and authors of local literary groups in a special reading event. Reading
on that night were Fawnda Mithrush (LiFest Alberta), Alicia Chantal and Jessica Coles (Editors
Edmonton), Mary Pinkoski (Regional Writer in Residence), Katherine Gibson (Edmonton Public
Library/Capital City Press), Lisa Mulrooney (Parkland Poets), Amy St. Amand (Bolo Tie
Collective), Wendy McGrath (The Olive Reading Series), and Speaker TBC (Stroll of Poets).
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Alison Clarke shared a bit of her history and ideas on self-publishing in the first of two events
sponsored by the WGA at the St. Andrew’s Center starting on September 27", That event was
billed as “Alison Clarke — An Author’s Journey”. The next evening Alison led a workshop,
called “Alison Clarke — Travelling Different Worlds: The Importance of Setting”, in which she
led participants through an exploration of setting.

During Alberta Culture Days, the WGA sponsored three events, with the first in the city of Fort
Saskatchewan. On September 27", in the Kilograms Restaurant & Café, the event was “Poetry
Sharing Circle with Anna Marie Sewell”. Stroll member and former Poet Laureate Anna read
from her works along with members of the Fort Saskatchewan Writing Club. Two of the events
were scheduled for the next day, on Sunday, September 29" in Edmonton. At the Edmonton
Public Library Strathcona Branch, The WGA, Edmonton Chinese Writing Club, and Canada-
Chinese Friendship Society of Edmonton hosted an event with panel discussion, book displays,
and singing. The discussion centered on cooperation between organizations in providing support
to immigrant writers. The panel was made up of representatives of the organizations as follows:
Dr.Zanyu Zhou (President, Edmonton Chinese Writing Club), Amy Chiu (Former President,
Edmonton Chinese Writing Club), Lisa Mulrooney (Member at Large, WGA Board of
Directors), and Ashley Bilodeau (Bolo Tie Collective). There was also a reading and stage event
in the Calmar Curling Club billed as “Calmar Prairie Players Present: Playwright Afternoon with
Chris McKerracher” on the Sunday as well. It included a one act play, dramatic readings and
staged readings. There were also events occurring in several other communities surrounding
Edmonton during Alberta Culture Days.

The WGA, again, during October, sponsored three events inviting participation by local poets.
“Special Monday Night Write Night with Capital City Press” was a two-part session at Capilano
EPL Branch on October 7. The first half, a mini-workshop titled “The Images Inside”, was
conducted by Wendy McGrath. She led participants through an exploration of the relationship
between image and text. This was followed by a talk by Rayanne Haines on what agents and
publishers are looking for in a manuscript. On the 10" of the month “WGA Edmonton October
Member Night — Writing Groups” presented speakers from some of the local groups, like
Inkhorn Society, Morinville Word Docs, and The Inkblot talking about the formation of writing
groups and/or locating one that may best fit your needs. Then a webinar was conducted on
October 19™ about the process of creating a book proposal. The course was instructed by
Michael Hingston.

On October the 12™ future poet laureate for the city of Edmonton, Titilope Sonuga, and also
Bernd Hildebrandt recited their poetry intertwined with musical accompaniment created by Scott
Smallwood and Shawn Pinchbect at the opening event of Mazuka Music and Art Society called
Thali Ringig. It was a multimedia collaboration with several other musicians and artists taking
part in it at Holy Trinity Anglican Church. Then, at MacEwan University’s “Live at High Noon”,
on October 17", Luciana Erregue-Sacchi (writer in residence, Action for Healthy Communities,
Edmonton) and Peter Midgley (Artistic Director, St. Albert Readers Festival) read from their
recent works and also conversed with Stroll member and former Edmonton poet laureate, Anna
Marie Sewell.
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November 7, 2019 was the date to connect to your inner self and discover what is possible with
Janelle Schmidt as she discussed this through the content of her book “Awaken the Wildness
Within” at the Eleven Eleven Collective in Sherwood Park. Strategies for publishing your book
was the topic, former publicist, Anne Logan presented through a WGA webinar on November
16".

Parkland Poets staged three events through November that were open for poets from the Stroll as
well. Poets from Parkland Poets shared spooky poetry at the Multicultural Heritage Center in
Stony Plain on the 8". They sponsored a Slam Poetry Event with cash prizes at Perks Coffee
House in Spruce Grove on the 22™. Member poems were paired with photographs of Stony Plain
Library Photo Fan Club and sold during the month as well.

During that fall the board members of The Stroll of Poets reached out with an online
Development and Outreach Initiative created by board members Marco Melfi and Josh
Luukkonen. It invited suggestions from Stroll members for activities that could help grow
member’s skills or promote the impact of the Stroll in the community. The board offered to assist
with promotion, advertising and liaising of the selected proposals. The board also formally
created a Haven Crew to tend to all of the components that made the Haven Reading Series
possible. This included scheduling readers, mic and door hosts, and sound equipment
responsibilities. The Writers Union of Canada requested, via the Stroll board, that members
participate in a letter writing campaign to encourage the teaching of Canadian content in schools.
The Stroll of Poets also proposed to publish another chapbook, called “Local Planet”, with
November 30" set as the deadline for submissions by members.

Recognition for Stroll member Anna Marie Sewell came when she was announced as the Writer
in Residence for MacEwan University. Alice Major received an Honorary Doctor of Letters
Degree from the University of Alberta that month as well. To commemorate the award, the U of
A also donated an historic book to the Bruce Peel Special Collections. The book, “Old Spookes’
Pass and Other Poems (1884) by Isabella Valancy Crawford, was the first book by a woman to
be published in Canada. A Celebration was held for her at Audrey’s Books on November 28" in
honor her achievements including the degree that was granted to her, the 11 books of poetry and
essays that she had authored and recognizing her as the founder of the Edmonton Poetry Festival.

Audrey’s Books supported members of the Stroll by hosting Haven Readings through the year
and also promoted book launches for several members. These included “Circle” by Alison
Clarke, “Riverlines: Poems of time and place along the North Saskatchewan River” by Doug
Elves, and “The Eater of Dreams” by Kat Cameron, who all read there on November 24,

2020

At the start of the year a new project was initiated by Gary Garrison called the 20/2020 Trifecta.
Stroll members were requested to participate in a new concept similar to the annual 30/30 poetry
workshop. The objective was to write a poem on or before the 20™ of each month throughout the
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year from January to December. The poems were recorded, and retained, on a google doc for the
purpose of producing a chapbook at the end of the year-long project.

“WGA Presents: Blue Monday” was held at the Glass Bookshop on January 20", Rayanne
Haines and Shawn Hamm were guest speakers discussing their mental health journeys and how
the bearing they had on their writing. The Stroll Newsletter announced a call for poetry
submissions, particularly by BIPOC and LGBTQ2S+ writers, and people from outside traditional
writing communities, for an anthology to be published by Coach House Books. The collection
would be titled “Watch Your Head: Responding to the Climate Crisis” and the proceeds from
sales went to climate justice groups.

Chosen from suggestions by Stroll members to the Outreach and Development Initiative was a
workshop called “Utopia and Dystopia”. This idea was submitted by Shirley Serviss, who also
facilitated the course. On February 22" at McMullen Gallery in the University of Alberta
Hospital, the group gathered amidst the art display, the living wall and the river valley
soundscape. Participants could contemplate ideas of paradise and utopia, as well as societal
inequities and the world ecological and political turmoil, to produce written word formats.
Another workshop, staged by the WGA, invited poets to a Special Write Night Workshop at the
Clareview EPL on February 24™ Attendees experimented with framing and story telling devices
that deviated from structural norms.

The WGA hosted another event on March 4th at Audrey’s Books called “Writing and Alcohol”.
Insights into the drunken writer mystique and support systems for writers in recovery were
offered during one of the WGA’s monthly events. Ivan Sundal and Myrna Garanis held a book
launch at Park Towers on International Pi Day, March 14™ for the “Life of Pie” Anthology. It
contained pie poems from 31 contributors. From March 24" to the 26" Fort MacMurray hosted
the Western Perceptions Writers Festival with special emphasis on, but not linited to, indigenous
writers form the west of Canada.

At this time the Corona virus was sweeping the country and almost every live event was
cancelled, or at least postponed until a future date. Besides the 2020 Edmonton Poetry Festival,
the Stroll of Poets board decided to cancel the live AGM and rescheduled an on line zoom
meeting in its place for June 28th. At that time Stroll president, John Leppard, issued a special
message to the members via the electronic newsletter.

Message from John Leppard
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Hello my friends, %

It is my greatest hope that you are all safe, comfortable and well. 4

We are certainly enduring some turbulent times right now. For those
most dramatically impacted by COVID-19, | am sending an

abundance of virtual good wishes and support. Some members of our

community may be feeling the emotional effects of social distancing

more than others. If you know of a Stroll friend who may be

experiencing such a challenge, please consider reaching out to lend 0O
some support. We are stronger together, my friends, never more so
than now. <
J
s o c 1€’

Along our thirty-year journey we have had challenges and overcame

them, had successes and celebrated them, and always at the heart of our organization continues to be
the poems and poets. These will endure regardless of the length of time needed to heal our world and put
COVID-19 in the rearview mirror.

| am grateful to the efforts of some of our members for providing creative leadership to keep our poetry
flame alive. | encourage you to check out the invitations from Gary Garrison, Trudy Greinauer and our
Parkland Poetry friends, outlined in our newsletter and Facebook page. Please let us know of any on-line
collaborations you may be involved in that may be of interest to other members. We will do our best to
promote and support you. You may contact me atleppardjohn@hotmail.com

The Stroll board is monitoring the ever-unfolding changes this viral event is eliciting. We are confident that
when things stabilize we will again meet and share our verse, face to face and heart to heart. Details on a
future date for our AGM and anthology release will be made available when we have a clearer picture of
what the future holds. We will continue to provide updates in our newsletter and on social media as
needed.

Until then, my friends, on behalf of the board and associates, | wish you peace.

Yours in verse,
John Leppard

Two of the other scheduled events that were delayed are the following two big events.

Two other presentations during the month of March involved several Stroll of Poets members.
On March19th, at The Royal Alberta Museum Amiskwaciy Theater the Writers Guild of Alberta
sponsored a special multicultural, multilingual production showcasing several celebrated
Edmonton female poets and storytellers. Called “She, The River”. Their voices expressed,
through tales of their journeys, what it meant to be in collectively present in Edmonton at that
stage of their lives. The production was also supported by the Edmonton Heritage Council, The
Edmonton Arts Council, Glass Bookshop, Lets Get Lit Poetry Podcast, Glass Buffalo Magazine,
and Lazy Kitten Productions. The powerhouse line up was made up of:

Rayanne Haines: the breath & voice of witches burned at the stake

Titilope Sonuga: the amen to prayers of women reaching for God and here, doing the work
Anna Marie Sewell: the silence between two rivers

Pierrette Requier: a daughter of the wind, une fille du vent
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Laurie MacFayden: writer, painter, dreamer, dancer by the North Saskatchewan River

Alice Major: found and made her place by the North Saskatchewan; 1* poet laureate of the city
Iman Mersal: Egyptian poet who voiced the conflicts with nature within the human heart
Medgine Mathurin: multilingual author who used words to demystify the art of healing

Nisha Patel: Edmonton poet laureate at the time and 2019 Canadian Slam Champion

*#*She, The River was eventually premiered on YouTube on October 15 ##*

At The Holy Trinity Anglican Church, on March 29", Stroll members were involved in another
production called “Life is Poetry; Poetry is Life”. The poetry/play stage production was about
the life and poetry of Nikolai Gumilov, Anna Akhmatova, and Osip Mandelshtam, Russian poets
during Russia’s Silver Age of the early 20" century. The event was directed by Kan Brown and
included a cast made up of:

Pierrette Requier — read Anna Akhmatova

Michael Gravel — read Nikolai Gumilov

Randy Kohan — read Osip Mandelshtam

Ella Zetserman — told the story and read from her own work

Events that could still proceed were primarily those that were planned for or could be adapted to
be hosted on line. The April 30/30 still went on as planned with Trudy Greinhaur collecting the
poetry of participants through electronic e-mails for instance. The 20/2020 Trifectory project
also ran continuously throughout the year. The Stroll Newsletter, of course, continued to be sent
out virtually every week and kept members up to date with board decisions and online events.
Poetry contests, such as the Dr. William Henry Drummond Poetry Contest still carried on as
usual. The deadline for entries was extended, however, to May 1*. The Edmonton Poetry
Festival presented their first on line PoFest Poetry Contest during their 15 Anniversary that year.
The deadline for entries was May 31*.

Calls for submissions began to come in for writing, both fictional and nonfiction, regarding the
effects of the Covid pandemic and associated restrictions on people’s lives and daily routines.
Literary groups, such as The Ontario Poetry Society, and other associations sought such work
including the University of Alberta Faculty of Arts. They produced a collation of these
submissions, called “Stories of Change”, which included reflections on the effects of the
isolation, social distancing, cancellations, uncertainties, etc. It was a virtual presentation in the
form of Word documents, PowerPoint slides, social media material from Instagram, TikTok,
YouTube, and personal blog sites. The sharing of literary forms was destined to continue.
Another opportunity was in the form of a request for submissions of video poetry readings to lan
Ferrier. lan was the curator and presenter of the monthly Words and Music literature program in
Montreal and he was also the judge of this contest looking for “Hope” video poems, to be
received by August 15™.

Parkland Poets began to hold their readings on the zoom platform at the end of March with
members of the Stroll of Poets in attendance on line for that event as well. The WGA also began
to operate through more online webinars and courses through varying platforms such as Zoom,
Google Classroom, and YouTube. Beginning on April 15" and running for six weeks they
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offered “Small Words with Muscle with Vivian Hansen”. In this workshop participants worked
with sound, structure, imagery, and meaning to discover the elements of poetry. On May 9" their
next course was a webinar “Writing Place, Writing Self, Writing History: The Documentary
Poem with RDR. Ryan Cox”. Attendees worked with and through historical documents to
explore and create poems in a documentary mode.

Although the WGA was unable to carry through with plans to host their “Spring Cleaning” Open
Mic event, scheduled for April 1* at The Almanac, they eventually successfully launched their
new Online Reading Series on June 18" with poetry reading followed by Q&A with poet Amy
LeBlanc. The presentation was led by WGA Communications and Partnerships Coordinator
Ellen Kartz. The Stroll of Poets staged their first online open mic poetry reading billed as
“Summer Songs” on June 26" for the reunion of members to reconnect with friends, relax, have
fun, hear poetry and try out the new technology. Two days later, on June 28", The Stroll of Poets
conducted their first on line AGM as the board also could not convene in person with members
in a live situation.

When the winners of the Dr. William Henry Drummond Poetry Contest are announced in July
that year there are several Stroll members included. Administrating the competition annually was
David C. Brydges, winning Honorable Mentions were Max Vandersteen and Lois Hammond,
and Winning Judge’s Choices were Deborah Lawson and Rayanne Haines. July 14" the WGA
Online Reading Series presented Spruce Grove poet Lynn Gale including a Q&A after her
reading. This was followed by two more poetry readings in the next two weeks with Fort
MacMurray poet Dorothy Bentley on July 21* and then Edmonton poet Paul Pearson on July
30", Kat Cl?meron was the next poet as a featured reader on the series getting the opportunity on
August 11"

As the anthology could not be launched live at customarily done at the AGM due to Covid 19 it
was decided to have a distribution, including distancing protocols, at the home of Anthology
editor Deborah Lawson on August 15", Since not all members had the chance to pick up their
anthologies during the summer this distribution opportunity was repeated on October 3™.

The WGA Fall Kick-off was also a virtual affair that year held on September 231, Agendas and
schedules of literary affairs of all sorts were shared by Alberta literary groups. The scheduled
readers were Fawnda Mithrush (LitFest), Shelley Youngblut (Wordfest), Peter Midgley
(STARfest), Alexandra Handley (Calgary Distinguished Writer Program), Meg Braem (CDWP
Writer-in Residence), Alicia and Rhonda (Editors Edmonton), Reps from the Alexandra Writer’s
Center Society, Claire Kelly (NeWest Press), Shaun Hunter and Rosemary Griebel (Calgary
Public Library), Sarah Krotz (Canadian Literature Center), Susie Moloney and Conni Massing
(Edmonotn metro and regional Writers in Residence), Elisabeth Hegerat (Word on the Street
Lethbridge), and Nisha Patel (Poetry Fest).

A cross Canada evening of shared poetry and prose occurred in an on line event called “Identities
Panel” on October 1*'. Dealing with how poetry and prose shape our ethos and how engagement
with female artists informs society’s behavior it consisted of readings and discussions by
Rayanne Haines (also the producer), Canisia Lubrin, Shazia Hafiz Ramji, and Rebecca Thomas.
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In order to reconnect with poetry lovers, The Edmonton Poetry Festival decided to join up with
LiFest from October 15" to 25" in a virtual on line co-festival.

The Stroll of Poets reading series moved on line with the launch of the new season on October
12", Called “Haven at Home” it was scheduled to be presented, via the Zoom platform, every
second Monday until the AGM to be held the following spring. The first two meetings were
entirely open mic sessions in an attempt to accommodate numerous anxious readers.

A weekend event called “JustWrite Online” was presented from November 6" to the 8" offering
workshops for participants to engage with writer Marty Chan, poet Mary Pinkoski, playwright
Darrin Hagen, and writing instructor Karen Hamdon.

A session about the role of arts vs climate change, which was a part of a virtual conference on
climate change organized by Massey College in Toronto, included Alice Major, along with two
other artists, and Canada’s Heritage Minister. Alice presented at this “Massey is Missing
COP26” (the cancelled global conference) panel discussion on preparation to ensure that the next
conference is as productive as possible.

Naomi Mcllwraith was part of a short film produced by Rebeca Sadowski called “The Sash
Maker” which featured poetry by Naomi. The video was available on line December 6 through
“Weesageechak Begins to Dance 33 which was the annual development festival Indigenous
work.

As aresult of the cancellation of live gatherings even book launches had to take the route of
using virtual platforms to announce, preview, and market new publications. During the fall of
2020 these included:

“When Conditions are Right” by award winning authou, Randy Kohan on October 17"

A virtual Launch Party by Stonehouse Publishing, complete with readings, occurred on
November 7" with 5 new books which included Anna Marie Sewell’s “Humane”. The others
were “Rough” by Robin vavn Eck, “Censorettes”, by Eliabeth Frank, “All the Night Gone”, by
Sabrina Uswak, and “Fall of Night” by D.K. Stone.

On November 30™ a CD containing 16 songs and poems by Clint McIlwaine was launched. It
was titled “Love the Land & Us” which was also the name of the song, included on the disc, that
he performed at the Monte Vista Variety Show. On that same date Alison Clarke launched her
new book titled “Phillis” with poetry concentrating on the life of American poet Phillis
Wheatley, who was the first African American woman to publish a book of poetry (“Poems on
Various Subjects Religious and Moral”) in 1778.

Stef Guilly released her 3™ book “Nestle In: poems for hope and inspiration” on December 1
and then presented readings from it on line on December 17" which also invited the audience to
participate in a session combining poetry and self care for rest, relaxation and rejuvenation.

On December 10" Stony Plain poet laureate, Stroll of Poets and Parkland Poets member, Lisa
Mulrooney, launched her new book of Haiku Poetry, called Moments”, on a special edition of
Parkland Poets Society’s Poetry Reading and Open Mic events.

2021
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Gary Garrison facilitated a sequel event to the 20/2020 Trifecta of the previous year with a new
initiative involving monthly poetry prompts to spark creativity and group collaboration. The
name of the 2021 event was “Cures for Eikosienaphobia”. The term, referencing the fear of the
number 21, was the theme for poetry topics for that year.

To celebrate World Interfaith Harmony Week Spiritual Poetry Connections hosted a poetry
reading event co-hosted by Lisa Mulrooney and Len Gierach. It featured readings by Jan
Jorgensen founder of the Lawn Chair Soirée monthly literary series and editor of sitting duck
press from Montreal, and Angie Hall. Of Cree and Stoney ancestry and graduate of Art Therapy
and Spiritual Informed Arts followed by discussion afterwards.

The Stroll of Poets initiated a venture prompting members to send 7 postcards, containing one of
their poems on it, to other participants and in return also receiving 7 postcards from other
participants during the week around Valentines Day. Called “Poetry Postcards for Valentines”,
the idea was to spread a little poetry love around in a fashion different than virtual meetings.
Also, on February 14th, Lisa Mulrooney was one of several international poets laureate invited to
read on Cultivating Voices Live Poetry’s Laureate LoveFest 2021virtual poetry reading webinar.

Two writing workshops were lead by Stef Guilly a short time later. On February 24™ “Love On
Poetry introduced the use of meditation to produce poems resulting from an inner focus on love,
whether of partner, friend, nature, or pets. In the second workshop, titled “Self-Love Poetry, the
focus was on accessing love of self through meditation to reflect on self-care, self-love, shame,
and barriers to self-love. In both workshops poetry was written and discussed among participants
afterward. Stef orchestrated two additional online workshops during the month of March as well.
The second was a repeat of the first held 10 days apart on the 10" and the 20" and were called
“Celebration”. As the title indicated, the focus was on celebration and expression of it.

March 21* was the date that the AGM was held virtually again that year. Janis Dow, the first
new president since 2015 was elected at the meeting. The board collectively agreed to extend the
duration of the reading series for an extra two events to include March 29™ and April 12" in an
attempt to give more members an opportunity to be a featured reader during the year. Since the
anthology could again not be rolled out or distributed to members at the AGM it was again
decided to roll it out at the editor’s home, Deborah Lawson’s house on May26th. It was later
dechided to add an additional date to also make the anthologies available for pick up on August
14%.

An activity selected by board members from the half dozen proposals submitted to the Stroll’s
Outreach and Development google doc solicitations was sent in by Shirley Serviss. The proposed
activity was a writing circle and advertisements went out for a facilitator. Among the several
submissions, the name of Gary Garrison was selected to run the group meetings. The first of ten
weekly meetings was held, via the zoom platform, on May 26" and enjoyed by the ten
participants involved. During the month of April, the annual 30/30 poetry writing event was
again facilitated by Trudy Greinhaur who collected all of the poetry submitted in response to
prompts provided by her on a Google.doc. Submissions were also once again requested by David
Brydges for the annual Dr. William, Henry Drummond poetry contest. The Fresh Verse event for
the Haven at Home Reading Series was conducted on April 26"

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 69



Two other fairly significant member activities took place that spring as well. The Glass
Bookshop and Shelf Life Books joined Armistice Press in sponsoring a virtual book launch for
their first 4 chapbooks. The event was hosted by Anna Marie Sewell and announced the release
of “Sword and Smoke” by Sara Campos-Silvius, “Bone Chips and Gemstones” by Wilda Kruize,
Exaltation” by Adeline K. Piercy, and “Wandering Teeth” by Mackenzie Wiebe. The other
virtual presentation was announced by Keyana the Artist who was a poetry and dance performer.
She staged 4 events through YouTube which were “Poetry Therapy for Teens” on April 9*,
“Story Time for Kids” on the 10", “The Journey: Open Mic” on April 17", and “Meet and Greet
the Author” on the 24" of the month.

During the Heart of the City Festival, which ran on the weekend of June 5™ and 6™, several
virtual workshops and poetry readings were shown amid other dance and music events as well.
“The Best Spoken Word Variety Show’ presented local poets and comics and was hosted by Stef
Alzati. The poets highlighted in the show included Ben Freeland, Donna Durand, Paula Eva
Kirman, Lady Vanessa, KazMega, Sophie Kim, Adele Fontaine, and Shima
Robenson/Dwennimmen. Two writing workshops hosted on line were oral story telling with
Lady Vanessa Cardona and poetry editing led by Nisha Patel.

The Espresso Poetry Collective, a group of Calgary based women poets launched an anthology
during their virtual presentation called “Uncommon Grounds” on June 28", The collection
resulted from workshops initiated by Laurie Anne Fuhr, who read her poetry, along with Linda
Hatfield, Kimberlee Jones, and Sharon Kristie during this event sponsored by Owls Nest Books
and emceed by poet Anne Sorbie.

Poets wishing to contribute to a poem circulated on line by the Wick Poetry Center at Kent State
and the Arizona Poetry Center could add a line or two to “Dear Vaccine: A Global Vaccine
Poem”. The purpose of the project was to promote COVID-19 vaccination worldwide and was
announced in the Stroll Newsletter at that time. YouthWrite Edmonton events were also
announced in the newsletter to invite young writers to participate in the workshops that were
held in the river valley between July 12" and 16™. YouthWrite River Valley I, for 8 — 11 year
olds, taught basic writing techniques and genres. YouthWrite II was divided for 12 to 14 year
olds and for 15 — 20 year olds to teach and discuss writing, ideas, and their work.

On July 1 1" Bob Chelmick of CKUA Radio once again streaed a tribute to pies with song, story,
and poetry. He read poems from contributors to the “Life of Pie” anthology. Among them were
Stroll members Kim Mannix, Patti Sinclair, Anna Marie Sewell, Gary Garrison, Jannie Edwards,
Shirley Serviss, Leslie Dawson, Jo-Ann Godfrey, Anna Mioduchowska, and Robin Smith. Vi’s
for Pies Restaurant also agreed to sell copies of the anthology in house. Shortly after this the
winners of the Dr. William Henry Drummond Poetry Contest were announced and the list also
included a few Stroll members once again that year. Honorable Mentions were awarded to
Brenda Gunn, Kathy Fisher, and Maja Osmangic while S.E. Ingraham won a judge’s choice
award.

A relatively quiet summer did see the Stroll board announce another drive through the Outreach

and Development committee requesting input from members into a google doc in an attempt to
solicit proposals and suggestions for activities to celebrate the 30™ anniversary of the Stroll of
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Poets Society. From the dozen ideas submitted by the extended deadline of September 21st, the
board selected three of them as feasible to pursue during the upcoming year. Ideas on differing
themes, input by three different people or groups, became a combined effort when all agreed to
work together on a common theme for a chapbook of poetry dealing with Strolling. Laurel
Sproule, Neil Meili, and Naomi Mcllwraith agreed to collaborate on this project to assemble a
collection of poems regarding that topic. The second proposal that was approved was submitted
by Kayleigh Cline. Her idea was to request members to send in poems that were written in
response to poems written previously by Stroll members and published in past Anthologies. She
suggested that it be called “Poetry Remix” and that the poems submitted should be published on
social media platforms like the Stroll website and group Facebook page. The third approved
project came from Max Vandersteen who proposed to write up a history of The Stroll of Poets
Society to be available to members on the Stroll website.

In the thirtieth year of Stroll of Poets Society the Haven at Home Reading Series commenced on
September with an entirely open mic event with the theme Wordy Thirty. Whatever could be
associated with thirty was a plausible topic for a poem. The Stroll board encouraged members to
increase use of social media to promote poetry in the community since it was difficult to reach
them via live interaction during the covid restrictions in place.

World Food Day fell on October 16™ and was also the date that contest winners were announced
by Poetry X Hunger for the contest titled “Our Actions are Our Future”. The UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQO), Capital Area Food Bank and poet Rebecca Roach sponsored
the contest and sanctioned the theme of hunger. They also used winning poetry entries in FAO
newsletters and Capital Area Food Bank messages. The Poetry X Hunger website included many
of the poems on their website including several submitted by Stroll members. Instrumental in
liaising this effort with the Stroll was Hiram Larew.

The deadline for another project requesting input from poets was December 15" for the
“Bleeding Heart Art Space — Common Flame Project”. Responding to the light and warmth seen
in others was the theme sought in entries and the winning entrants would be able to use the Art
Space social media platforms to share their ideas, process, progress and final result over a one
month period. A new artist would be highlighted for six consecutive months.

Over the last few months of the year the works of Stroll members were again rolled out in book
launches such as the launch of Jo-Ann Godfrey’s chapbook “Tranquility of Focus in late
September at an invitational reading event. October 15" was the release date of another CD by
Stroll member Clint McElwaine called “Where Music Comes to Play too”. It included music
from songwriters of the Edmonton Uptown Folk Club. A launch of books by several poets and
writers by Wordfest.ca on December 5™ included one called “the rightful skin” by the Stroll’s
patti Sinclair published through Rose Garden Press. Friends of University Hospitals launched an
anthology of poems submitted over the past 20 years on December 17" It was called “Revealed;
the Hospital Experience from All Sides” and contained numerous Stroll member contributions.
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Memories and Tributes by Stroll Members

Ruth Anderson Donovan

Intro: To prime the well for commemorations of the thirtieth year of the Stroll of Poets Society, 1
will share a prose poem that tells of a few lights along the path that led me to this poets’
community, and share some memories of a few of the people and early days of Stroll activities
that stay in my mind’s eye and my heart:

Poetry, Performance, and some recollections of the Early Days of Edmonton’s Stroll of
Poets Society.

The first stage appearance I recall took place on an improvised platform set up for the Christmas
concert at Silverton country school — I think my brother got to play a sheep, while I was given a
joke to tell between acts involving holding Mom’s cheese grater behind my back for the punch
line-- my parents gave me the names of local luminaries to replace the American content

of “Abraham Lincoln was a great man, George Washington was a great man, but here is a
grater.” I was shy and felt like pulling the skirt of the mauve party dress Mom made me over my
face to hide.

Mom sang hymns around home, and I learned early on to sing The Lord’s Prayer, but the only
way I could bear to sing for company was to hide behind the wall that separated our galley
kitchen from the living room. I happily went about making up songs of my own until Daddy
asked me “Why don’t you sing something?”’

At nine I sang in our town’s first music festival and carried the top trophy home across a plank
where our culvert had washed out - my solo performance career went downhill from there. My
first published poem appeared in the Carnduff Gazette Post News, School Vox when I was in
third grade — it rhymed, and told of Pinky the pig, who never grew big, and who won a fine
prize at the fair— the same fair at which my Great Aunt Lillian would win at the turkey shoot —
she was the first poet I knew, and penned and performed clever verses for showers or the town’s
curling banquet.

I memorized all 22 stanza of Longfellow’s poem “The Wreck of the Hesperus” to recite in 4th
grade- ( don’t ask me why). Out town held “Amateur Night”, where people could sing or tap
dance, play the spoons or recite, and win a prize.

In eight grade, I took part in Bryant Oratory — my hands still tremble recalling the tale of King
Tut’s tomb.

We left the farm that I still write about and moved to Saskatoon, I remember Mr. Hunter inviting
writer W.O. Mitchell to read to our English class, and Mr. Wllson, moving me from features to
helping edit our collegiate newspaper in 12th grade, but he’d been a reporter and said I didn’t
want to find myself chasing ambulances for a career— He told me about a 22 volume Oxford
English Dictionary at The University. After studying art and English there, I became a teacher
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too, and it was 8 years after I secured a job in Edmonton that I met other writers, in *84, at a
Writer’s Guild of Alberta retreat at Strawberry Creek. Shirley Serviss invited me to join her
poetry circle, which had grown from a poetry class at the university taught by Bert Almon
continuing to meet at the High Level Diner, and later in one another's homes — that was when I
first met long-time mentor Alice Major.

I remember two years away in London—taking in events at the Poetry Library, and readings by
international poets Joseph Brodsky, and Derek Walcott— Walcott told us : “if you want to get to
know another culture, read its poetry, because nobody writes poetry for money” (He later won a
Nobel Prize). I remember reading above a pub at the Wooden Lamb , and attending Apples and
Snakes Poetry Cabaret, then returning to Edmonton in ’89, when the High Level Poetsdecided to
celebrate ten years together by holding “A Poets Gallery” featuring circle members, and an open
stage in the Members Lounge at the Edmonton Art Gallery. Ernie brought his ghetto blaster to all
three open stages, with music to accompany a repeated recitation of a tribute to his deceased dog.

I recall Alice and Doug Elves working together to continue such readings and open stages at the
public library for a year, which morphed into local poets meeting, around a table at St Anthony’s
Teacher’s Centre, to form a grass roots poetry society to promote spoken word. We decided to
call it The Stroll of Poets Society, because our audience and the poets would stroll from bistro to
bookstore venues along Whyte Avenue, in this once-a-year celebration of the work of local
poets. Sound-poet prof Douglas Barbour riffed off the sounds of a cappuccino machine.

Doug Elves asked the venues for funds to pay each reader $10— for many, this was the first time
they had been paid for performing poetry. I remember Thomas Trofimiuk saying that there had
to be an anthology to document the event, and his putting up the funds to print it—readers each
got a copy, and, for many, it was the first time they had their poetry published. With a $10
membership fee and 65 readers in the first Stroll, I think we broke even. Treasurer Ivan Sundal
would know.

I recall sitting at a table at Faith and Ivan’s, making a schedule with yellow stickies, grouping
the poets who would perform at the Stroll on Whyte, where each reader read twice, and a
distinguished poetry professor could end up reading in a set with a 13 year old. That was also
where we hand-stitched souvenir chapbooks from The Blinks- a riotous winter evening of 30
second poems where Naomi and Audrey banged pots and Garry blew on his didgeridoo to keep
readers on time. At a spoken word workshop with voice coach John Patrick Gillese, I recall
trying to perform a poem about my mother-in-law’s garden, and everyone helping me when I
couldn’t read for tears.

I remember dances after Stroll readings, with Thomas and his band playing , and Kathleen
Henderson singing into a mic. [ remember the “No Bards Barred Bar” at the Southside Legion,
and Jocko (Jacques Benoit ) emceeing its Poetry Face-off, where future Poet Laureate Anna
Marie Sewell first met her husband Doug Barrett; I have a picture in my mind’s eye of Phil
Jagger dropping poems on the floor one by one as he performed, and Mary T. MacDonald, in her
special shoes, happy to be dancing. I remember Mary’s family coming to hear her read at the
spin-off Twelve Days of Poetry competition initiated by webmaster Doug Elves, and listening to
her poem about haunting the British Library after she died—ghost writing. I remember
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performances by group of poets called Spiritus, with English Consultants Richard Davies and
Glen Kirkland, and teacher Dean Mackenzie accompanying on his guitar.

The Stroll community has changed over time— and adapted, alongside offshoots like “The
Roar” at Yanni’s Taverna, complete with musical improv. The Stroll’s on-line journal “e-poem”,
was at one time archived in the digital collection of The National Library of Canada; an agent
from Gage found my “Lament for Via Rail” and asked to publish it in a grade 11 textbook I later
taught from. It showed up in a chapter on poetry and technology alongside a poem by Langston
Hughes.

There are many more chapters to the changing story of the Stroll for others to recount — I’ve
only touched on a few of the many poetry events, workshops, and venues, and wonderfully
varied poets who made up The Stroll’s community. How the Stroll moved downtown on a
Sunday afternoon, as a sub-set of The Edmonton Poetry Festival, and readings moved from a
Stroll weekend during Poetry Month in April, with a double page spread schedule in now-
defunct “See” or “Vue Magazine”, to a weekly reading series Monday nights in the back room at
“The Upper Crust” running from fall to spring, until Stroll readings had to move on-line via
ZOOM for “The Haven at Home”— all changes other poets will recall; I am grateful that poets
continued to gather in the back room at “The Upper Crust” on 109 Street, to share treats and
listen to the lives poets shared through their poetry. I am grateful for “The Haven at Home”,
when we could no longer meet face to face. I wanted to end The Poets Haven a Home season
with appreciation for spoken and written-word opportunities afforded me all my life, and
especially through the Stroll of Poets Society, that helped me to find community through the
practice and sharing of poetry.

2/02/22.

Alison Akgungor

I have always been impressed by the Stroll’s openness and generosity in fostering new poets and
giving voice to newcomers to Canada, including in their own languages.

Gary Garrison’s amazing Leonard Cohen impersonation, complete with hat and guitar on the
occasion of Leonard’s 75th birthday which corresponded with a Stroll night on Sept 21, 2009

Alice Major's very touching family stories in poems which became Memory’s
Daughter (published in 2010)

The November 2011 Stroll night when ice from the first snowfall of the season kept me trapped
on the High Level bridge for 90 minutes with the mike and sound equipment for our poetry
reading. Fortunately we had guest slam poets that night, including Mary Pinkowski, who could
project without a mike.
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Anne Gerard Marshall’s powerful Glosa poem based on a poem of Alice Major, reflecting how
we inspire each other

Listening to Naomi Mcllwraith weaving Cree into the poems which became her kiyam collection
(published in 2012)

The humour and fast-paced fun at our annual Blinks events, including the one in April 2013
when Liz Lochhead, the Makar or National Poet of Scotland was in attendance

John Leppard’s amazing spoken word performances which introduced me to this wonderful form
of poetry.

Shirley Serviss’s humorous and all too truthful poems making us laugh at ourselves.

Diane Robitelle’s very spiritual poetry making words come alive with dance and sometimes art.
Clint McElwaine’s beautiful nature-laden cowboy poetry, sometimes set to music.

Pierrette Requier’s beautiful French poems, personifying the months of the year so vividly.

The magical words of a Nepalese poet transporting us to his faraway world.

Scott Alderson, Calgary
Friday Morning Memory:

From 2001-2005 the Calgary Stroll of Poets and the Edmonton Stroll of Poets were collaborating
on events like "Showdown at the Poetry Corral" at the Stanley Milner library and participating in
each others Stroll day. Groups like the Raving Poets were admired and the executives from both
cities were trying new ways to stimulate interest in the Strolls. One way was the pre-stroll
readings and events. One I recall the most profound was in Edmonton at Paris Market in
downtown. Philip Alexander Jagger was pushing a shopping cart that was modified with
Eatlardfudge(Steve Gillespie) in it. He would stop suddenly and Eatlardfudge would read a
poem, then we followed until they stopped again. Also there was a woman who was well-known
in Edmonton circles( can't clearly recall her name, Delvina I think), she read an original piece
about the Trollup of Saturday Night while removing pieces of clothing. It all wrapped up with
the featured reader(Peter somebody from Toronto). He was amazing. We Calgary Poets were
treated with great respect and given red carpet treatment. Calgary reciprocated and a whole
school bus full of Edmonton Poets attended Calgary's Stroll. In 2002 Edmonton Stroll member
Ken Sutton chose to use my picture for the Edmonton Stroll of Poets webpage. The picture he
took of me at the "Showdown at the Poetry Corral" event. Great times with great people. Thank
you Edmonton, city of my birth, for the memories.
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Hank Binnema

2003?

It was a café on 109 Street: I don’t remember exactly which one now. I had heard a bit
about the Stroll of Poets and its annual stroll. I don’t remember exactly how and where: I know
I had taken a writing workshop with Shirley Serviss, and she had mentioned it.

There was a poetry reading at this café on 109 Street, and cycling in the neighbourhood, I
decided to check it out. I thought I’d quietly slip in a corner, have a drink, and listen
anonymously to some poetry. That was not to be. Almost immediately after I slipped in, a lively
gregarious man introduced himself as Andy Michaelson and we chatted about poetry and I
learned about the Stroll of Poets. I remember nothing else about that day.

Later that year, the Stroll of Poets had a reading at the then-called Centennial Library
downtown. Dianne Buchanan and Paul McLaughlin were two of the poets: the other two I no
longer remember. After the poet reading, I spoke to Oswald Meyer, from whom I got some
affirming and kind statements. It was to be another year before I worked up the nerve to
participate in what was then an annual stroll.

Although the structure, and many of the people involved, has changed over the years, I
have always appreciated the welcome and hospitality from the Stroll of Poets that has now
changed location over to the Poets Haven at the Upper Crust. I have tried to remember when I
saw a new person, to show the same kind of welcome. I have met a number of new friends as a
result. The Stroll of Poets has been a haven for poetry for many years.

2009

It was the beginning of my second year as a board member of the Stroll of Poets. I had
spent a year being the Haven Coordinator, scheduling in a time when although we had internet,
our computer facilities were not quite as advanced as they are now. I had spent most of Tuesday
evenings emailing reminders, rescheduling when there were cancellations, and other assorted
follow-up from the previous night at the Upper Crust.

There was a lot of turnover on the Board that year. There were just two of us, Gary
Garrison and me, returning to the Board that year. My biggest fear was that I would be asked to
be a treasurer; no organization wants me as treasurer. So I was ecstatic that Alice Major
immediately volunteered, in fact, asked, to be treasurer.

We easily got enough new volunteers to sit on the board for the following year. I again
volunteered to be Haven Coordinator, and two people volunteered to assist in that. Anne Gerard
Marshall volunteered to be in charge of being the door host.

A decade has passed since that year, and these are just two of the people who many Haven
participants will recognize as reliable long-term volunteers still contributing their valuable time
to the ongoing running of the Poets Haven at the Upper Crust, now, sadly, but hopefully
temporarily, curtailed due to the ongoing pandemic.
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David Brydges

Thank You for the Homecoming

For thirty years, poets have strolled

through Edmonton’s “people’s poetry palace.’
The Upper Crust creators so down to earth you can
smell apple pie on their breath and an occasional
glass of wine week after week after week.

)

One night a stranger strolled

into the dim backroom where

the action featured four poets.

He had never read in public before
and to this day doesn’t remember what
poem was chosen when he signed up
for the open mic program.

Will dread and phantom danger self-placed
landmines be a blowup blunder?

He remembers looking behind

at the cupboards saying tonight I
literally came out of the poetry closet.

A place dark, lonely, non-intimidating,

and lacking any human warmth.

In other words, a safe, cerebral, neurotic asylum

for a fantasy poet being initiated into realities realm.

After he had finished reading his unknown poem,

applause erupted; smiles flooded the room,

as the buzz of belonging broke itself free.

In a room full of word alcoholics not anonymous anymore.
His tortured tongue unraveled invisible chains.

A little louder voice said, you’ve arrived at a home haven.
After living in that oral orphanage for so long.

Later he would shake hands with strangers, now friends,

learn their names, enjoy their poetry, be featured too.

Generally, feel connected to a literary community for the first time.
An arrival still greeted with gratitude and a hug.
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Tim Cusack

A Stroll Down Stroll of Poets Memory Lane

It began with words. Spoken words in fact. There was a phone call in 1997 inviting me to
participate in a poetry reading with a collective of poets in the greater Edmonton area. I did not
live in the Edmonton area at the time. I was teaching in the rural town of McLennan, Alberta. I
had been writing for several years by this point and loved teaching poetry. I had befriended a
wonderful community member who loved coming to the community school for poetry evenings
that I was running with students. Young at heart but in her early 80’s this wonderful woman
would recite the Cremation of Sam McGee for the students. I would read my original poems to
her. She would ask for printed copies which I readily shared. Little did I know that Carmeline
Kirkland was reading my poems over the phone to her son, Glen!

The call I received, inviting me to join the Stroll of Poets, was from Glen Kirkland, one of the
founding members of the Stroll. He had been hearing my poetry vicariously through his mother.
Glen, a renowned area poet and teacher, would eventually have a hand in helping me get a
teaching job in Edmonton. He was a dear mentor who, through kindly inviting me to the Stroll,
opened doors for me that I value and cherish to this day.

The Stroll was the perfect environment to learn and ply the craft of writing, reading, and
performing the spoken word. I loved traveling to Edmonton for those autumn sessions. I got to
read at so many niche venues and above all, meet so many diverse and talented poets. I was
hooked! When I moved to Brooks, AB from McLennan, I would drive to Edmonton for events;
especially the 12 Days of Poetry events; which is where I cut my teeth on hosting readings. I
participated in the anthology many times and even served as a proof-reader for a couple of years.
Eventually, I moved to Edmonton (via Glen’s advocacy) and was able to give back to the Stroll
by serving on the executive. I fondly recall organizing several spring reading series with Andy
Michaelson, co-hosting 12 Days events, as well as the annual fall readings, and participating in
the Monday evening Haven series.

Through the Stroll I got to cross-pollinate performance styles, largely due to the amazing
opportunities created by the Alberta Beatnik himself (Mark Kozub). I had the opportunity to read
with so many creative, inspiring, and talented individuals at an array of Edmonton venues. It was
through the Stroll that I was able to develop my chops as a performance poet and win the CBC
Poetry Face Off in 2005. I credit my development, growth and efficacy as a poet to the
wonderful community that is the Edmonton Stroll of Poets.

Life moves us along. Situations change. For some time now, I have been away from and even
tried to “quit” poetry in favour of other writing endeavors. The thing is...poetry won’t quit me. I
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still write and who knows, may once again take to the coffee houses, bookstores, pubs, and
airways to send forth my latest pieces. After all, it all begins with words!

Richard Davies

Some misc. memories from the beginning...

Doug Elves in his intro in the 1st anthology remembers correctly.

Individuals were doing chapbook launches more and more.

The old, now gone, Cafe La Gare had weekly readings.

(Thomas Trofimuk engaged readers and poster-advertised the readings himself there.)

Alberta Poetry Yearbook, CBC Radio which covered La Gare readings and poets, and the then-
annual Edmonton Journal poetry competition brought more Edmonton poets out of the weeds.

People helping to coalesce the Stroll kickoff included Glen Kirkland, Elves, Alice Major,
Andrew Thompson, Ken Wilson, and Ivan Sundal.

There was a strong U of A representation along from the beginning: Bert Almon, John King-
Farlow, Doug Barbour, and Gov.-General winner Ted Blodgett.

The venues for the annual Sunday readings including Stanley Carroll Boutique, Hanratty's Tea
Shop, an auto dealer Hugh McColl's, Earth's General Store, a bar Courtney Blake's, Sunflower
Gallery, Princess Theatre, L'Alliance Francaise, Johann Straussa restaurant--Continental Treat, in
addition to several book shops and cafes.

There were strong diverse voices at the beginning: e.g., Molly Chisaakay, Peter Cole, Marilyn
Dumont--First Nations, Nigel Darbasie--Trinidad, Anna Mioduchowska--Poland.

Membership grew with each fall stroll such that, by 1993, The 12 Days of Poetry became the
necessary Christmas version.

For this event, venues in other parts of the city were used: La Boheme, Grounds for Coffee, The
Upper Crust, The Sugar Bowl, Strathcona Legion, The Comisary.

Other special events followed like the Dearly Departed readings at Audrey's and the workshops
given by many poets at libraries.
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Leslie Dawson (from December, 2021 Stroll of Poets Newsletter)

Thirty years ago, at its organizational meeting, Doug Elves suggested the Stroll of Poets name
because it actually was a stroll. It began as an annual event where scores of poets and listeners
strolled down Whyte Avenue, from bistro to bar, from bar to bookstore, poets speaking and
listeners listening to the poets read their works. Ivan Sundal recalls one meeting when someone
pointed out that the word “stroll” was also used to describe “johns” looking for

prostitutes. Others said, not to worry, we’ll reclaim the word for our own.

The Stroll was an annual event for nearly two decades, taking place on the first Sunday of
October. The venues included car dealerships, where one dealer even claimed to have sold a car
at the event. Many poets cut their teeth reading to an audience during the Stroll, including Anne
Gerard Marshall, who read aloud for the first time there. Sixty-five poets read the first year, with
at least two hundred in the audience, says Alice Major. With the exception of the first year,
listeners also voted on their favourite poets, with a winner declared each year. Afterwards, the
multitudes retired? to the No Bards Barred Bar (at the Canadian Legion). Today’s Stroll
activities are “relatively sedate,” says Major, admitting, “we were a lot younger then.”

Because the annual event was a lot of work for just a few people, The Stroll evolved into a
weekly event, with many volunteers, at the Upper Crust Restaurant. Now, during Covid times, it

has transformed into a Zoom meeting called “Haven at Home”. But The Stroll of Poets is not
just a literary trick. It really was a Stroll.

Janis Dow

Some good memories/funny things from my memories of the Stroll these past 5 years:

-Watching Audrey Brooks gather names for her 'found words' poems from the audience.
-Seeing Jean Jacques in a costume, with a flashlight under his chin- with the lights out-
performing a poem about the moon!

-Hugh McAlry's children's poems (not Haikus but another name can't recall)

-Ellen kartz's paperless performances

-John perched on the stage at the 25th Anniversary dinner watching the show

-John's poem about volunteers

-Anne Marshall at the door taking money, counting it and talking to so many people!
-Markus and Josh by the door at the Haven like bouncers

-Alice waving the clear donation box at the beginning of Havens.

-AGM's at the 3 Bananas cafe
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Jannie Edwards

If a group of apes is a shrewdness and a bunch of ravens is an unkindness, what, pray tell, do you
call a collection of poets? An obvious place would be to search poetic form and technique: A
stanza? Nah, too organized. A caesura? Ugh, pretentious. I think it was the Founding Fathers
Doug Elves and Ivan Sundal who came up with the notion of a Stroll of Poets. And truly, the
collective noun became reality. On a designated Sunday in the Fall, small groups of poets would
read in cafes along Whyte Avenue for five minutes each (often over the hiss of milk foamers and
espresso machines). Patrons quaffed coffee and nibbled pastries as they listened and then would
stroll along to the next venue for a different menu of poetry.

Other innovations emerged: a riotous No Bards Barred Bar and poetry sweatshop at the end of
the first Stroll Sundays; then, later, the 12 Days of Poetry event which extended from just after
Christmas Day to Robbie Burns Day in January. Stroll members were invited to submit one
poem to a jury of Edmontonians from all walks--media and sports personalities; politicians;
performing, visual or communication artists; business people who selected 44 poets from the
pool. Selected poets were then grouped in fours to read in restaurants and bars on 11 different
evenings spanning the old and new years. Patrons voted on their favourites and four poets with
the top scores performed at a big gala on or close to Robbie Burns Day. It was at one of these
galas that we had a contest to see who would name the two strolling icons on the then Stroll logo.
As I recall, the winning names for those lovely, zany characters were Zoot and Zaza. T-shirts
were made. I wish I still had mine.

The early days of the Stroll were all about making the road by strolling. The vision was
improvisational, warmly welcoming of diverse voices, ages and poetic styles, and, most
importantly, it was so much fun. One poem from those days that stands out for me is Bert
Almon’s marvel of concision: “Seersucker: Poet’s groupies.” (Forgive errors of memory.)

I am so pleased to see this anarchic, innovative, creative spirit lives on in the Stroll decades later.

Kathy Fisher

I ascend the elegant staircase of Whyte Avenue’s Architectural Jewel in the Crown - The
Princess Theatre. My heart is in my throat. It is 1:00 p.m. and I am overlooking a small group
gathered in the lobby. This is my first public reading of poetry. I am a participant in Edmonton’s
Whyte Avenue-centred Stroll of Poets - then a wildly organized chaos which consisted of two-
readings-per-poet-in-one-day event! Tim Bowling has finished his five-minute set to appreciative
applause. It is now my turn. I have one friend in the audience. The crowd settles to a full silence.
I lean on the bannister, look out at the audience, and start my first poem. In an instant, it seems,
the reading is over. The crowd applauds again. A tall young fellow comes over and wants to talk
about my work. All of a sudden, my interior world has been revealed outside of me, transmitted
and received. I am buzzing - and - [ am a poet!!
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The rest of the day is a wondrous blur - I have another reading in two hours before which I
immerse myself in other’s poems in venues ranging from bookstores to cafes to performance
spaces. That was my initial foray into Edmonton’s eclectic, inclusive, inventive and constantly
evolving poetry community. The Stroll has been the spine of my poetry experience, offering up
friends and allies, opportunities and inspiration.

I moved from Montreal to Alberta in 1987. A university friend who knew I loved poetry
introduced me to a Real Poet - none other than Thomas Trofimuk, one of the founders of the
Stroll. Like so many others I was to meet, Thomas has had a hand in introducing me to the
wonderful poetry community in Edmonton and further, in shaping my poetic and performance
practise, especially working with poetry and music. Through our long association, I appeared on
radio and TV, produced a CD with the Raving Poets Band and countless Mark Kozub poetry
compilations, performed at many special events and honed my skills as emcee while riffing off
the styles of two talented emcees - Mark Kozub and Mike Gravel.

A few moments that stay with me:

My first reading with the Raving Poets Band. We were allowed to do three LONG poems!!
(Soon scaled back to one poem per person per night.) Wednesday nights were a poetry ritual - I
can’t enumerate how many poems I “tried out” on the RP crowd at the backroom Vodka Bar

- and other subsequent venues, over a 10-year span.

Monday nights at The Haven have supplanted our music and words ritual. The experience of
reading out loud proved a fine training ground for poets - we honed our voices and techniques,
and listening skills with one another, just as we do currently with the Stroll.

In early days, pre-Haven at the Upper Crust, there was a semi-curated series of poets drawn from
the Stroll Day to perform typically in the winter. Where else but Edmonton would poetry draw a
standing room only crowd at -30!!

I recall meeting with the late Diane Buchanan at the Upper Crust when the Stroll Board at that
time was floating the series over the year idea. She invited me to scout out the space with her.
That Board was visionary! The Haven at the Upper Crust (pre Covid at least!) has since evolved
as an established Edmonton poetry institution. I still love the way we applaud for first time
readers - that was a practice from the Raving Poets adopted by the Stroll - (I believe).

Not all my experiences were hearts and flowers. In my decades with the Stroll I have witnessed
some intense ups and downs. One summer I returned from time down east and Thomas and Mark
Kozub had started offering opportunities for us to read with live improv music. Highly

addictive! And not universally received as "pure poetry" by some of the old guard. The most
vicious meeting I have ever attended was one where Mark was totally taken to task for replacing
a buzzy mic with decent sound equipment!! He was visionary but boy oh boy - at that AGM
there was horrific resistance!! It totally socked me that peace-loving poets had this snarly side. In
time, Mark’s vision would play out as brilliant but I am afraid he bears scars from that time. He
was a very gentle, able and humble leader, and a very talented bass player and poet

who regularly recorded live readings.
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The make-up of the Edmonton poetry scene has always been varied, one of its strengths.

All ages, backgrounds, education levels and writing levels. Prize-winning poets like Alice Major
still read alongside first time readers. This is one of the Stroll's great strengths - inclusivity and
open curation.

I am so grateful for my long association with the Stroll, for the many times I have been moved,
transported, laughed, cried, emceed and taken the stage. Reading at the Haven is reading to a
fabulous room of fellow poets, friends and astonishingly good listeners. I have one rule for my
own readings - always do something that is comfortable or comforting, and always take a risk -
this is a room that invites and welcomes risk-taking - mostly!

Another misadventure I had in the 1990s was someone, who was by the book religious, took
offence to one of my poems - and tried to get me thrown out of the Stroll altogether - for
blasphemy. I later learned that a special board meeting was convened - and they stood up - brave
souls - for freedom of speech!! I had no idea that my mid-winter reading caused such a
controversy. But the good people of Edmonton - in such an Edmonton way - non-plussed and
democratic - kept to their values and I kept a membership that I had no idea I was at risk of
losing!

Thank you to Stroll Board and volunteers who keep the Stroll alive and vibrant, live and on-line.
To poet regulars and incidentals - please - keep coming back!! (Yes, poetry is one of the
healthier addictions.)

And, when we are finally able to meet in public, I will be front of line to raise a toast to the
Stroll’s glorious past and to the next 30 years - long may the Stroll thrive!!!

Myrna Garanis

Chapeau-etry Contest

This memory/anecdote is from 2005 when Alice Major was Poet Laureate. Among other prizes,
the overall winner received the opportunity for an interview with Alice so that she could produce
poetry lines, an ode perhaps, to the chapeau judged as best.

The “hat” contest had six categories to choose from: Classical/Elegant; Extreme;
Romantic/Lyrical, Medieval, Haiku and Silly. Jurors were Councillor Michael Phair and the
Fine Arts Librarian at Edmonton Public Library, Karen Grove.

Current Stroll members will be familiar with the names of many of the winners: Leslie Dawson
won the Silly Hat category; Anna Marie Sewell won for best Haiku-inspired hat; Jo-ann Godfrey
for Romantic Lyrical; Marguerite Redshaw (now deceased) won for Classical/Elegant (and she
was both);

Naomi Mcllraith must have been a runner-up (I have her photo wearing an outlandish hat), Andy
Michaelson (also deceased I believe) won for best Medieval hat, and the overall winner as well
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as well as Extreme category winner was Clinton Collins. I didn't know him. Contest entry was
open to all

festival go-ers if I recall. There were many small but charming prizes, including Leonard Cohen's
I'm Your Man documentary CD which had just been released. All winners received an “Official
Wallet-size Poetic License” as well.

I'm afraid the Chapeau contest was my brain-child, aided as always by willing volunteers. We
didn't have many entrants, surprisingly, but those who modelled their creations were amazing.

Gary Garrison

One thing that stands out for me is when I was Mic Host and Allison Akgungor phoned me
ahead of time to ask me to do something for Leonard Cohen’s 75th birthday. She had just
published a poem in a book created specifically to honour him on his birthday called Leonard
Cohen, You're Our Man: 75 Poets Reflect on the Poetry of Leonard Cohen. Her request inspired
me to write new lyrics for “Bird on a Wire.” While I was on the phone with her, in fact, I came
up with the first few words, “Like a flame on a cake . . .” The night of the Poets Haven, on
September 21*, 2009, when I was the mic host, I brought my guitar, borrowed a black fedora
from someone, and sang the song. It was such a hit that I was asked to sing it again after the
AGM the following March.

Flame on a Cake (to the tune of “Bird on a Wire”)

by Gary Garrison

(Performed at the Stroll of Poets’ Poets Haven, September 21, 2009, to celebrate Leonard
Cohen’s 75™ Birthday)

Like a flame, on a cake
like the rhythm in a song line I’ve deliberately gone to heroic lengths to break,
I have tried, in my way, to be young.

Like a child, run amok,
like a toddler playing with his plastic duck,
I can still scatter words off my tongue.

But I swear, on this day
by 75 years flown away,
that I will celebrate here with you.

I see poets gathered for their weekly read.

This says to me, we all have a need

to say our pieces and write some more,
although we know there’s no money to do it for.
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Like a recluse on a stage,
like a January prairie blizzard rampage,
I have done most everything a poet can do.

When I see myself here and poets all around,

I wish I’d lived 50 years in Edmontown.

Your community here is alive and rich,

even though your provincial government’s a bitch.

Like a flame, on a cake
like the rhythm in a song line I’ve deliberately gone to heroic lengths to break,
I have tried, in my way, to be young.

Jo-Ann Godfrey

The Stroll of Poets Festival started and ended at the Strathcona Legion and in between
there were hourly readings at eight different venues, bookstores and bistros.

One hundred poets hit the streets. At the brunches guest poets were invited.

I especially remember Saskatchewan poet Tim Lilburn whose poetry I still love.

We also had the Twelve Days of Poetry. That's when audience favorites were

invited back to read. It was very special. Jurors such as executive director of The Writers' Guild
of Alberta,

musician/composer of film scores, novelist, creative writing instructor, columnist the Edmonton
Journal,

Honorary Mayor of Old Strathcona, picked the winners. I remember reading at the Hellenic
Hall. I tried

so hard to get a poster if the event with my name on it, but it vanished. I think after the readings,
they

had a random pick of a few names and they got to read too. The feature readers each received
$25.00.

Between 1997-2000 I distributed the Stroll of Poets anthology to the different bookstores in
Edmonton for them to sell, Audrey Books, Orlando Books (1993-2002),

Greenwood's Bookshoppe, Athabasca Books, Alhambra Books and Isis Bookstore. They were
all very accommodating and we were lucky to have their keen interest

In writers and their success. I remember Jacqueline Dumas of Orlando Books, a writer

herself. One of her books that I read, "Madeleine and The Angel", I

thoroughly enjoyed. She did lots of launches for smaller books and displayed chapbooks. I
remember going to the launch of Christina Tower's book entitled,

"Lake at Mile 27 and other poems." It was about her staying at the forest fire lookout. I had just
visited one at Stony Mountain so I was interested in what she
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had to say. Sharon Budnarchuk of Audreys books was equally helpful. On time I had extra
copies of a book I was published in and she agreed to sell them for me.

I just remember these people the most, but all the people were all lovely to deal with. I liked that
job but it was just that we were travelling so much.

John Leppard

I'll be honest with you; this is really hard for me. I've been so immersed in the people and events
associated with the Stroll for the last while, that I find it difficult to reflect on the numerous
moments of wonder that have accompanied this journey. Nothing in particular stands out, and yet
everything does...if that makes any sense. I have experienced the many joys and occasional
frustrations of working with the most passionate, dedicated, smart and fun folks I've ever been
around. I love the moments spent with my community but ask me to single any one of them out
as more luminous than the others... and I draw a complete blank. So, I do apologize that I am not
going to able to contribute anything to this valuable project. Instead, I will celebrate its unveiling
and count it, yet another, moment of wonder.

Deborah Lawson
PROOFREADING Bees are Tougher Than Most Other Bees!

As editor of the Stroll of Poets Anthology for the past eight years, I’ve collected more than a few
wonderful memories. But perhaps the most dramatic occurred in 2015, my first year on the job.

Each year, after all the poems have been submitted, edited, and laid out as they will finally
appear in the anthology, the editor assembles a group of volunteers for the Proofreading Bee.
Since 2015, the number of participants has ranged from eight to 21. This Bee is generally held in
February, and the date is set well ahead of time, usually in December or early January—Ilong
before anyone knows what the weather will be like in far-off February.

The venue of choice for the Bee has been the Percy Page building, where the Stroll of Poets has
its office (staffed by the accomplished and always-marvellous Ellen Kartz, with whom I’ve had
the monumental pleasure of working for all eight years—and that’s another wonderful story in
itself?). But back to 2015 ... When the chosen date rolled around, Alberta pulled one of its
famous one-day blizzards. And a furious squall it was! I live only a couple of kilometres from
the Percy Page building, but it took me 45 minutes to drive there, most of it in first gear of my
ancient, five-speed VW Golf.

That was the year only eight people showed up. Everyone entered the room shivering and snow-

encrusted. But the prize of the night went to Anne Gerard Marshall. As she was on her way, for
some unknown reason her car just “quit,” and another driver compounded Anne’s initial car

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 86



problem by turning it into a fender-bender. Fortunately, neither she nor the other driver was hurt,
and Anne had factored in plenty of time for the extra-slow drive she figured was ahead of her.
What she hadn’t counted on was getting into an accident. And, as many of you know, Anne
doesn’t carry a cell phone. We had no way of knowing why she was late, but after about 10
minutes we decided to go ahead without her. When she finally arrived, about half an hour late,
we learned that not only had she arranged for the tow-truck driver to take her vehicle to the
appointed repair shop, but—secure in the knowledge that she could get a ride home after the
Bee—she’d also persuaded him to deliver her to the Percy Page building.

A lot of people would have just thrown up their hands in frustration, decided it was too late to
bother, and gone home. But, as Anne’s long and faithful history as doorkeeper at the Upper Crust
has shown, I should have known better than to count her out. She, along with Randy Kohan,
Karen Lumley, Naomi Mcllwraith, Janet Smith, Robin Smith, Laurel Sproule, and tdl turner,
made “The Proofreading Bee of 2015 the most memorable of my tenure as editor—so far!

PS: I may have taken a few liberties in the relating of this story ... but not many!

Nancy Mackenzie

I have a poem that I'd like to share. It was written for David Huggett who
for a long time helped to coordinate the 12 days of poetry. His presence at
all of these 12 days for years was appreciated!

Viaticum

— the passing over to eternal life
for David Huggett

Spring melt on the boulevard

between Highway 2 north and south
yields a proud concoction of lab and collie
tail wagging, stick-carrying, trotting.

We’re heading north, home from the last weekend skiing.
At 120 kilometres per hour I glimpse the dog

and wonder how he’ll cross one side of the road

or the other.

Glimmers of old spirits this weekend

when skiing at Sunshine.

In blue sky schussed by brief blizzards
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an intimate presence took shape
as my daughter clamped boots into bindings behind me
and I reached for skis propped on the lodge’s deck.

Alpine sun and stillness flashed around us

with grey snow masks on Goat’s Eye.

Days after his death, David may not yet have left Earth.
Some part of his song, wind along the aspens

a memory fluted through

David with his old leather jacket

the organizer’s voice at Stroll of Poets

board meetings

the successful advocate at readings.

David and his apologetic smile,

handing readers the board’s white envelope of cash.

This afternoon, angling home, another reward:
I saw an eagle on the snow

beside an open gift of water;

araven’s shadow on the ice;

and a spirit or a memory —

neither one

nor the other; we were heading north

from the last weekend skiing.

There are a couple of other people I'd like to mention. One is Jean
McKenzie, who recently passed away. She did two of the anthology covers and also took part in
the Stroll, for decades.

The other is Dean McKenzie, who gave a great performance of Alan Ginsberg's Howl at one
Stroll finale - at the Strathcona legion, and who also was very generous with his praise and
support of poets, often calling up individuals after their reading to tell them how wonderful their
readings were.

Also submitted by Nancy Mackenzie:

Jean Carmichael McKenzie
August 1, 1931—December 9, 2021

For decades, Jean was a member of the Stroll of Poets, and she created the artwork for two
anthology covers. The sketch of the reader on the 1997 cover shows me! Jean is the reason I
joined the Stroll of Poets. When she invited me to come, she said, “A bunch of us get together
and stroll to different venues to share our poems and have a lot of laughs.” She certainly made
me laugh, every time we were together. When I went to the historic Carmichael home in
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Strathcona, where her grandparents had lived, and where she’d grown up and raised her children,
I was made very welcome and offered the opportunity to look through some of her art folders. Of
course, her house was full of her paintings, and the many sketches were a delight. The cover for
the 1997 anthology depicts the feminine in sensuous detail.

For me, and many others, Jean was like a mother. She’d grown up knowing my mom and her
family and my dad and his family—all from the South Side. Her husband, Red, was friends with
my dad from the time they were in Kindergarten together, until my dad passed away in 2018.
Red is a treasured friend to me and continues to share his vast horseman’s knowledge with me.
He’s been in the Thoroughbred racehorse business since he was young—first as a jockey, then as
a trainer, and he’s still training today.

Her bio from an earlier anthology reads: Jean McKenzie is a grandma, artist, poet, and racehorse
owner whose family goes way back in Strathcona’s history...She studied at the University of
Alberta, Banff, Red Deer College, Sutton Art, Montaigut, France. She enjoys celebrating the
feeling of life forces and form with pigment of paper or canvass and hopes the viewer can share
this joy.

Jean received her BEd in 1954 and a BA in Art History in 1959. She was an elementary school
teacher for 29 years, two of which she spent teaching in for RCAF families in Metz, France. She
was principal at Argyll, King Edward, and Mill Creek elementary schools. In 1978, she obtained
an M.Ed, and in 1982, a Graduate Diploma in Art Education, which included Early Childhood
study in England and art research in New York and the Orient. A collage painting entitled
“Educator of the 60s” showed in the International Delta Kapa Gamma Art Show in Chicago in
1978.

Jean’s many travels—from riding camels to the pyramids and sphinx in Egypt, to watching
bullfights in the scorching Spanish sun to flying down the Nile to Thebes and Karnak, to touring
art galleries and museums in the British Isles—amassed a huge collection of photographs, which
she shared with classes of students.

Each time we talked on the phone, or were together at poetry readings, art shows, or the

racetrack, Jean would end our visit with a lengthy blessing upon me and my family. I know that
blessing deeply, as she is deeply missed.
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Stroll of Poets

Stroll of
Poets

The 1997 Anthology

1997 and 1998 Stroll of Poets Anthology Covers by Jean McKenzie

A poem, written by Jean in 2018, follows.

The Courtyards
by Jean Edith McKenzie

As I, aging Jean, looked outward to a bird’s

playground view of the courtyard, I melted

with love and heartthrobs for those who passed

through my life. I pictured them frolicking

among the snowy shrubs and flowers, riding upon the wooden
pieces sculptured from birds and animals

which graced the pathways.

Some stopped to whisper Christmas poems to each other
and laughed as real-life problems faded away.

Life is, after all, the continuation

of childhood expanding into adulthood. Then into
peacefulness and the long rest.
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I’d like to have lingered at each step,

in the courtyard of my mind, and bring joy

to others I might meet, with smiling, healing hands
they would walk with me. Along my way

forwards, with some who will divide and share

with me, on my way towards a heavenly home forever.

August 2018

Alice Major

My initial contribution to the first Stroll of Poets was to tell Doug Elves, who had come up with
the idea: “This will never work, Doug. It’s hard enough to get people out to one reading, never
mind ten of them at once.”

How wrong I was. On October 27, 1991, I was trotting along Whyte Avenue with my pack of
four poets. We had just read at Aspen Books to a nice audience draped around the bookstore’s
shelves and sitting on the floor, and we were only one of fiffeen such quartets who were
performing at the bookstores and coffee shops in Old Strathcona that afternoon. Sixty poets
sharing their work with attentive audiences at an array of bookstores, most of them now, sadly,
gone: Common Woman Books, Varscona Books, Bjarne’s (amid the antique leather editions and
ancient maps on the walls), Athabasca Books and Afterwords. Or there were the cafes: Café
Mosaics, Blue Nile, Grabba Jabba.

I read my 10 minutes of poetry along with Ivan Sundal, Kathy Kostyniuk and Michael Cenkner,
then we consulted our program schedule printed on a sheet of bright yellow paper and decided
individually which reading we wanted to take in next. Later, we’d reconvene for our quartet’s
second reading of the day.

Afterwards, we put our jackets back on and headed back out into the bright autumn afternoon—
at least, I think it was bright. The memory blurs with all the other Strolls in those first 15 years.
Sometimes that Sunday afternoon might be briskly windy, unexpectedly balmy, or snow-squally.
Whatever the weather, the shows went on. And on.

Clint McElwaine

I think I have been a member of the Stroll for about 21 of the 30 years. Although I have
never been a member of the board I have helped out whenever I could as Mic Host, door host
and with some fund raising. My very first fond recollection was a break through in getting my
work published. After hearing me Gerald St Maur suggested I publish with CDs which I did with
his company Magpie Productions, Inkling Press. This also led to a lasting friendship with Gerald
and Edna. Many other friendships with Stroll members followed. Being heard at the Stroll
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opened many doors for me and resulted in several gigs which I enjoy. Examples include The
Hurting and Cheating part of and Edmonton Poetry Festival event, opening the show for the
Indie group Cold Water Road during their Edmonton concert, events for our homeless
community, being a feature reader or performer at other poetry organizations, and many others.
Al this was packed into a few months as I spent half of the Stroll seasons down in Arizona.

That being said, by far, the most important part was the Monday night havens either as a
reader or supportive audience member. It became almost like a family for me with many more
lasting friendships. I recall getting supportive notes from dozens of Stroll members when my son
passed. And they really helped. It was organized by Anne Marshall who has become my most
speciall friend. We have a tradition of reading together at the Haven which will continue on
October 18th.

I also enjoyed and valued the process of building a library of Stroll members work
including yours. And as many Stroll members are also artists, [ have built a collection of their
work as well.

I realize this has been more about the ambiance of the Stroll rather than events and
milestones but I hope it will be of help to you in some small way.

Naomi Mcllwraith
A WANDERING POET DECIDES TO STAY IN EDMONTON

This soul was a wandering poet who thought she had to go to far away where all the good poets
went to study. But in 1998 she was in Camrose, Alberta studying English literature when her
professor, Dr. Anne Le Dressay, won a spot in the 12" Night of Poetry. This wandering poet
came into Edmonton with a few of her friends one evening to the Hellenic Hall near the Royal
Alexandra Hospital where, as it happened, the wandering poet was born. She’d never been to a
12™ Night of Poetry before, and the image remains fixed in her mind more than twenty years
later. The hall is dark, and she can see a lightly-lit stage far away from where she and her friends
sit. In the middle of the stage on a stool within a small circle of light sits a lone poet offering
gifts of love and light to the audience. In the previous couple of weeks over the course of eleven
nights, four poets each night shared their words — that’s four poets each night...forty-four poets
all tallied. From the forty-four poets, four are chosen to read on the 12" Night. It’s hard to recall
all the poems she heard that night, but Maya Angelou once said, “At the end of the day people
won’t remember what you said or did, they will remember how you made them feel.” So this
wandering poet figures she can cut herself some slack if she doesn’t remember the poems. She
does, however, remember how she felt that night — alive, excited, intrigued, hopeful, awed.

Soon after that 12 Night of Poetry, this poet became a member of the Edmonton Stroll of Poets

and decided to stay in Edmonton rather than go to New Brunswick to study poetry. Since then,
she has remained alive, excited, intrigued, hopeful, and awed by the many poets whose words
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and ways have always welcomed her and always made her feel good. She knows how good she
feels when in the midst of these poets. And they’ve made her laugh until she cried, like the time
when versifier Gary Garrison got all dolled up in a long red skin-tight dress to fit snugly over his
lean six-foot-plus frame and then breathed heavily into his nearly-six-foot-long booming
didgeridoo for one of the many Blinks! events. These were hilarious evenings of 30-second
poems read by frantic poets who were scared to get blown off the stage by the Blinks
Philharmonic Orchestra if they went an inch or an iota past 30 seconds. The invention of two of
Edmonton’s Finest Founders — Myrna Garanis and Ivan Sundal — the Blinks! kicked off the
Edmonton Poetry Festival each year and included not only poets but an esteemed orchestra of
players of the didgeridoo, flutes, fiddles, tin whistles, rattles, harmonicas, cowbells, tinker bells,
spoons, forks, knives, pots, pans, bike horns, fog horns, and other instruments of that ilk. The
parameters put onto poets to get on the stage and get off the stage 30 seconds later and somehow
insert a poem in between were a thing to behold. And oh the freedom and hilarity and laughter
that these 30-second restraints unleashed in the many poets who’ve Blinked several times over
the years!

In some of the loneliest times of my life, the Stroll of Poets’ community has lifted my spirit such
as when my father was so sick, then palliative, then passed away, and I was trying to write my
thesis to honour him and my Mom. Alice Major invited me to her poetry circle fifteen or sixteen
years ago, and I remain a member to this day. Diane Buchanan, who passed away a few years
ago, also invited me into her poetry group. And Shirley Serviss first approached me in the open
space between the Second Cup coffee shop and the Milner Library so many years ago when she
heard me read a poem about cucumbers; as is Shirley’s beautiful way, she encouraged me to
continue my exploration of néhiyawéwin — Plains Cree, the Indigenous language that my father
spoke even though he was not Indigenous and one of the languages that my maternal ancestors
spoke. And Anne Gerard Marshall has helped me laugh when it seemed laughing was not
possible. I’ve known Don Perkins since time immemorial — don’t tell him I said that! Don, as
well, has generously cheered me along my poetry journey. I feel badly that I can’t name all the
people in the Stroll of Poets who have shaped me as a poet, but I want you all to know the
profound influence you have had on my life. Please know that until the end of time, I will
remember that you have made me feel special.

That the Edmonton Stroll of Poets remains alive and robust in 2022, more than 30 seconds —er, |
mean 30 years — after its formation in 1991, speaks to the vigour and resilience of both this
beautiful and welcoming Stroll of Poets but also to the humanity and humour of the human
beings who breathe life into the Stroll and our poetry community every day.

Good thing this wandering poet decided to come home to Edmonton and listen to the poems
being made here. She’s still listening...
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Marco Melfi:

The Haven Reading Series

- It's hard not to start with the Haven. The Stroll and the Haven are so linked. I think I attended
my first Haven back in 2010, when I was still new to Edmonton. I was impressed there was such
a well-established reading series that welcomed new people and encouraged first-time readers.
That encouragement gave me a boost to write, write more and work at my writing. A decade on
that welcoming spirit continues and really sustains the community.

The Blinks @ the Edmonton Poetry Festival

- I don't have one single memory that necessarily stands out but I wanted to highlight how fun
this annual event was. A night of 30-second poems with a band counting those seconds down,
ready to trumpet, bang or didgeridoo time is up made for some hilarious readings. A poem in
under thirty seconds isn't as easy as it seems! For the many years that it ran, it brought together
many different genres and poets, provided a creative way to introduce people to poetry and turn
people into poets (even if for one night). It also demonstrated collaboration between the Stroll of
Poets and the Edmonton Poetry Festival.

The Founders Feast - 25th Anniversary of the Stroll

- The celebration took place in February of 2017 (if my memory serves me right). It was a nice
event to celebrate and learn about the Stroll's founding, founding members and the community of
poets that has grown since.

The Stroll of Poets Anthology
- While not an event, I think it deserves mention for what it means to the Stroll, the membership
and poets who get to see a poem published for the first time or the 30th time!

Anna Mioduchowska

One of the many gifts Stroll of Poets has offered its members over the years was a chance to hear
a variety of powerful poetic voices, both local and from away. On the list of visiting guests who
graced the Stroll various stages, are poets from as far away as Grenada — Merle Collins - and
Scotland — Tom Pow.

The Stroll’s third season, 1993-94, coincided with the time University of Alberta’s Writer-in-
Residence Program hosted one of Canada’s prized poets, Don McKay. Jan Zwicky, another
accomplished poet whose name has since joined the list of our country’s icons, was also staying
in Edmonton that year. The Board recognized the double opportunity and invited Don to be the
guest reader at the annual brunch, then both poets to lead concurrently running poetry
workshops.

Splitting oneself in two was not an option. I drew Jan Zwicky out of the hat, and spent happy,
intensive hours workshopping under her generous guidance the poems our group had submitted
before the session. I think we were all a little in love with Jan by the end of the day, and my
much improved poem found a publisher soon after. The Strollers in Don’s group were equally
smitten.
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When Don McKay’s stint as WIR was drawing to a close, the Stroll, many of whose members
had gone to see him with their poems, organized a public reading/good-bye party for the two
poets. Both of them submitted poems to the 1993 Anthology.

Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck

My first stroll participation was in 1992 during the 2nd Annual event. I remember reading a call
for poets in an ad in the Examiner community newspaper.

And, what a deal, connect with other poets, share a poem in a café, receive $10.00, plus an
anthology. The place to sign up was a few doors down from the Old Strathcona Hotel.

Doug Elves, Ivan Sundal, and Ken Wilson were busy signing up poets for the event. I didn’t
know at the time that I would one day be sitting on the board with them, brain-storming,
planning, organizing, and being part of continuing to offer poetry to the community.

Back in the 50s, I had been born too late to be old enough to hang out with Beatniks in cafes, but
I had aspired to be a Beatnik at ten years old in 1967 when I dressed up as one for Halloween.
As the years went by, | had some success as a lyricist, collaborating with music compositions.
The songs were recorded, radio played, charted across Canada.

In the 90s, the Stroll gave me the opportunity to share my own voice through poetry.

The Stroll had inspired me so much that [ wanted to give back, to not only encourage other poets,
but to be involved with securing venues, coordinating volunteers, basically, helping where there
was a need.

I started off on the board as Secretary when Anna Mioduchowska was president, and then
continued when Jocelyn Verret had a term. During that time, I also organized and facilitated a
writer’s circle held at the

Idylwylde (Bonnie Doon) branch. The library invited us to do public readings, showcased poems
in their publication,7he Source.

Throughout the years, I took a turn at co-coordinating one of the Strolls, and a 12 Days of Poetry
event. Also, a turn at coordinating an Anthology launch. By 2000 I had had a hand at helping out
in just about every area of the Stroll,

so it seemed a natural progression when it was my turn to be president. I went in with the intent
to encourage the spirit of camaraderie, and tagged the line: "May the Stroll Stand Strong."

Doug Elves, one of the founders, who was treasurer at time, confirmed for me that I was on the
right track when he said, “Sandra is the Stroll Shepherd.”
Also, I created an acrostic of sorts that was another encouragement at the time,

Success
Together
Rewards
Overall
Literary
Longevity
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There were many highlights throughout the years, one was when a group of Edmonton strollers
traveled on a rented bus to participate in the Calgary Stroll. A few regulars from Calgary had
attended
our event and had invited us to join them. Everyone who was on the bus has a story to
tell. Another highlight was when Michael Walters, during his presidency led us on an adventure
to create an opportunity for inner city poets.

Throughout the years, every Stroll of Poets brunch, wrap up party, and every 12 Days of Poetry
Event had highlights.

There were many mentors throughout my time in the Stroll of Poets Society. As already noted,
Doug Elves, Anna Mioduchowska, Ivan Sundal, Jocelyn Verret, Michael Walters, Ken Wilson.
And, the following:

Ruth Anderson Donovan, Jannie Edwards, Tom Emmens, Myrna Garanis, Jocko, Ron Kurt,
Rusti Lehay, Alice Major, Nancy MacKenizie, Ky Perraun, Pierrette Requier, Shirley Serviss,
Anna Marie Sewell, Thomas Trofimu, Mary T. McDonald, Gary Garrison, and many more.
Some not only comrades in poetry, some became close friends.

Mary was a mentor in many ways, to many. At 80 years old she had her first book published. Her
second, at 85. Mary was part of the “Living Room Circle,” and when it was hard for her to get
out, we met in the boardroom at the lodge she was living in: McQueen Lodge. She had
appreciated that the group kept the heartbeat of her poetry ticking.

“It was not only an honor, but a joy in 2003 to work with lvan Sundal to compile the Stroll
Archives.”

I carried with me all that I learned from the Edmonton Stroll of Poets to my role as a Literary
Representative for the St. Albert Cultivates the Arts Society, to do what had never been done, to
cultivate poetry within the St. Albert community.

Throughout the years I have resurfaced from time to time. I also took on the challenge to
participate in the Twenties Aplenty: 20/2020 project created and hosted by Gary Garrison.
Prompts stretched the mind, heart, and spirit at the time we all exited a world we once knew and
entered into an uncertain one, controlled by the pandemic. Gary had also been (maybe still is)
part of a writer’s group that I was part of with various Stroll members: “In the Living Room
Writer’s Circle” hosted by Alice Major.

Congratulations to the Stroll of Poets for 30 years of making an impact in the community, as
noted on the website, “We are a warm and friendly grassroots organization, we create a
supportive community of artists

that welcomes members of all ages and all levels of experience.”

May the Stroll Stand Strong!

In poetship, Sandra
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Marcia O’Connor

Although I'm a recent member of the Stroll of Poets I would like to share memories of my initial
experience therein. I don't remember the formal poem that I read for my first contribution to the
Stroll, but this addendum really captures the immediacy of the experience.

I had been attending the readings for several weeks and the possibility of challenging myself to
read during open mic was becoming more of a certainty. Prior to the initial reading, I would
arrive late, and leave immediately when the session concluded. I always refused the proffered
chair and remained standing near the pocket doors at the back. I felt as if I was my own social
experiment in forging social contact centred around something that had, up until then been a very
private experience. In time, my reservations slipped away and I regularly contributed my

poems and forged a few friendships. I began to actually look forward to facing my demons and
bonding with the sea of faces before me. I remember the palpable murmur of response when |
tapped into a universal acknowledgement of a creatively coined sentiment.

The Stroll of Poets has opened many gateways of poetic exploration and expression and
strengthened my ability to bond with a variety of people who place faith and hope in the
expression of their ideas. Looking back, it seemed inevitable, but my initiation was sped along
by the palpable sense of acceptance and encouragement that remains the cornerstone of my
experience with The Stroll.

I've been seen in the company of poets recently.
Live ones.

A change, | must admit,

rather than just their printed words.

I've always had those.

This was just their voices in ordinary conversation,
until every one had quietened

and the few selected ones took their turn,
voicing over my pounding pulse,

their poems.

This is what it is like.

Just listening,

hitch-hiking,

transported by others sharing.

It's three hours early

and I'm already dressed.

No one will notice if I don't show up...

What was I thinking?
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Julie C. Robinson
Stroll Reflection

I arrived in Edmonton in 1999 from downtown Toronto where poetry readings went late into the
night. For example, Libby Scheier was scheduled to read at 9:00 p.m. in a small bar and I left at
11:00 that night even though she hadn’t yet shown up, which, of course, she would do,
eventually. Seeking out poetry in Edmonton led me to some later night events with the Raving
Poets Band, but also to the Stroll of Poets, who, thankfully, had afternoon and early evening
readings. I loved the October Stroll Days, the 12 Days—you could win $20!, and I loved going
to the Legion for brunch, poetry, and a poetry-related talk. It was amazing to be with so many
people who were passionate about poetry. I was inspired by the poems I heard, the energy I felt,
as well as by the democratic structure and behaviour of the organization. It was a community in
which I felt I could belong. I gradually became involved in some administrative aspects of the
organization including being a part of the birth of the Haven Reading Series, but more
importantly, I made friendships that have lasted 20 years and counting. Thinking about it now, I
realize the impact the Stroll has had on my life. I would not be who I am now without the people
who embody the Stroll of Poets, what I learn from them, the opportunities they give me to show
myself and to grow. The Stroll isn’t all things to all people, but it is intentionally welcoming and
celebratory. It is as much about people as it is about poetry. I have since never encountered
anything like it.

Shirley Serviss

During the years of the annual stroll we often had a guest speaker at the No Bards Barred Bar to
wrap up the Stroll. I was one of the readers at a participating car dealership and can remember
belting out a poem about the Take Back the Night march. It was the perfect venue to yell out the
chants.

Later on (not sure when) a panel of judges picked poets from the anthology to read at an event
called the Twelve Days of Poetry held during the Christmas season. The chosen poets read in
various venues throughout the city not just in Strathcona where the fall Stroll was held. I
remember a cold winter night at a cafe on 97th street downtown that was so crowded people
were sitting on the floor. Audiences voted and the poets who won the most votes read at the
Strathcona Legion on the Twelfth night. I can remember reading at that and being so nervous
that my teeth stuck to my gums my mouth was so dry.

Alice was also a nervous reader back then and used to have a little shot of liquid courage from a
flask she carried in her briefcase before her turn. Hard to believe now!

We weren’t always as supportive of each other as we seem to have become. I can remember
being asked, “how long do you intend to milk failed marriage and motherhood for your
material?” I wish I’d been quick enough to say, “until the cows come home.” Another time when
I read a poem at the Stroll that I’d written on the plane coming home from San Francisco the day
before, another poet said to me, “I’d never read a poem I’d just written. It’s a bit like bringing
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grapes to a banquet when people are expecting wine.”

I think many of us still use the Stroll to try out new work on an audience. Let them eat grapes!

Gerald St. Maur

Lots of fond memories, though nothing in particular comes to mind. I can go back to the Whyte
Avenue readings in various cafes and bars in the beginning but I have a particular fondness for
the Upper Crust readings and the chats with you and many others. We all learned the huge range
of subjects and styles that our members could present.

Ivan Sundal

The NBBB: a memoir

What do you do after you stroll up and down Whyte Ave, from 1-4 pm, performing or listening
at different café and bookstore venues?

You go for a beer, right?

That’s half of what the NBBB facilitates. The other half involves poetry, games and
competitions.

And what do we call this open-to-anyone post-Stroll event? The NBBB. And how did this name
come to be?

Well there we are: Ken Wilson, Anna Marie Sewell, and I in a Vietnamese café on 7" Avenue
firing out words and phrases in a storm of brains. It went something like this:

Bar for bards

Bards bar

All bards welcome

Bards not barred

No bards barred bar

Eureka! That’s it! NBBB!

We ran this event for years at the Strathcona Legion till they closed their operations at that
location.

I think it would be lovely to reincarnate the NBBB after the Sunday Stroll-type readings.

This was another of my favorite inventions of early Stroll days. I think it was likely the
brainchild of Doug Elves.

We sold brunch tickets ahead of time, which covered the Strathcona Legion's expenses and
profit. The Brunch started at about 10 am the morning of the Stroll, and at about 11:30 we
introduced our special guest reader who then had about 45 minutes on the stage to entertain and
inspire the host of poets to hit the streets and deliver their own gems through the Stroll venues.
A perfect start to the day.

We covered the Guest's expenses and fees with AFA or EAC funding.
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Gina Varty
I remember...

* actually strolling up and down Whyte Avenue on a Sunday in October to go from venue to
venue to listen to poets reading their poems.

* getting paid a $10 honorarium for reading my poems during the Stroll's infancy when
everyone read at two different venues.

* as areader: climbing narrow staircases to get to venues, competing with the expresso machine
at a cafe or two, watching a cat move off a couch to make room for listeners at a used bookstore,
and seeing my name in print in the VUEWEEKLY newspaper as a reader in the Stroll of Poets.

* as a listener: trying to decide three times per Stroll which readers I wanted to listen to at about
ten different venues spread over six blocks or more of Whyte Avenue, and visiting a car
dealership to hear poetry.

* on Friday, February 10, 1995, hearing one of my poems, "Living In The Light", sung by Anna
Beaumont at Cafe Select in Manulife Centre. Edmonton recording artist and club singer, Anna
Beaumont, and collaborator keyboardist Anderw Glover had selected three poems from Stroll of
Poets - The Anthology 1994, and set them to original music

Ken Wilson

I remember the first meeting of the Stroll. Peter Cole had invited me to the meeting. I really
didn’t know what it was about except that it had something to do with poetry. The other people I
remember being at that first meeting included Bert Almond, Olga Costopoulos and Dug Elves. If
I left anyone out I apologize. At the meeting Dug was the planner. He came up with the idea of a
poetry festival. We would get venues to agree to host host four readings. Four or five poets
would read at each venue four times and the audience would move from venue to venue. Bert
Almond suggested it would be boring to read at one venue only. Why couldn’t the poets also
move from venue to venue. We all agreed and from this came the image of a poet walking from
one venue to the next. Then someone came up with the idea of calling the festival “The Stroll.”
After that all the people who were at that meeting were referred to as “The Bricks,” a term I have
never embraced.

Soon after that there was a general meeting was held where a large group of poets gathered to

discuss the festival. The first thing the group wanted to do is change the name. Surely we could
come up with something better. So we had a brainstorming session where anyone could make a
suggestion the we wrote all the answers then had a vote. Some of the suggestions included; The
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Edmonton Strollers, The Edmonton Poets festival, The Strolling poets, and a half a dozen more.
Then we voted and “The Stroll” won by a landslide.

The other thing I remember about that meeting was that Dean McKenzie asked if we couldn’t put
together an anthology of poetry by all of the poets in the Stroll. There was very little time before
the Stroll but with the help of many people and a few late nights it was finished on time. The
books were put together one night using volunteers and a very large stapler. The format hasn’t
changed over the years but the number of poets have. The original stroll anthology published in
October 1991 had only 56 poems . By 2003 the stroll anthology had 132 submissions.
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Stroll of Poets President’s Messages 2012, 2013

A Message from the Acting President of the Edmonton Stroll of Poets - tanisi kahkiyaw
nimiyot6témitik:

Greetings, All my Good Friends,

So much good poetry resounds through the City of Edmonton (amiskwaciy-waskahikan) these
days! The Edmonton Stroll of Poets, an inclusive collective, encourages less experienced poets
to gather with more experienced wordsmiths to share the ancient spoken craft of communicating
ideas, love, passion, and hope through words.

Please join us at the Poets' Haven Reading Series on Monday nights at the Upper Crust
Restaurant on 109 Street and 86th Avenue, just a few blocks south of the High Level Bridge.
Four or five scheduled readers are each allotted 10 minutes to read, and an open mic sign-up
gives unscheduled readers each 2 minutes to read. Readings at the Upper Crust begin at 7:00
p.m., and there is a small fee of §5"00 to cover coffee, tea, and sweets. Before the Stroll of Poets
Annual General Meeting at the end of March 2012, the reading series at the Upper Crust will
continue in addition to four more readings scheduled at Greenwood's Bookstore on 103 Street
and Whyte Avenue. Check out the Stroll of Poets website for the Monday-evening and Sunday-
afternoon reading schedules:

http ://www.strollofpoets.com/

Listen closely for free verse and rhyme, meter and metaphor, paradoxes and oxymorons, similes
and synaesthesia, litotes and hyperboles, a wee bit of irony, and a whole lot of feeling!

In the first quarter of 2A 12, Mary Pinkoski, John Leppard, and Alice Major will each present a
poetry workshop. Watch for further notices about these exciting learning opportunities.

Thank you to the current Stroll of Poets Board of Directors for their confidence in me to serve as
Acting President until the AGM. I was asked to fill in when Sharon Ingraham resigned for health
reasons, and I agreed, provided the Board proceeded according to Stroll Bylaws. At a special
meeting of the Board on 26 October 2011, a motion was made to appoint me as Acting President;
the motion was seconded, a vote was held, and all Board members but one voted in favour of
appointing me. I was the one Board member who did not vote"

We use language because we need to say something to each other, we need to hear each other,
and we need to touch each other. Poetry distills the human experience in evocative images,
sounds, and words. In case you don't know, I greeted you with a few Cree words, a language that
means a lot to me. Though Cree is one of the original languages of this region, there is now an
astonishing array of other languages here. Listen carefully for the beauty of each!

Sincerely,
Naomi Mcllwraith, Acting President (October 2011 - March 2012)
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A Message from the President of the Edmonton Stroll of Poets-Naomi Mcllwraith

tdnisi kahkiyaw omasinahikAwiyiniwdk Alcwa kd-nitohtahkik nihtd-wasinahik Awin 6ta
amish,uaciy-wdskahikanihk-Greetings to all of you who write poetry and who listen to poetry in
this great city of Edmonton! Those first words of my greeting are written in AhiyawAwin-the
Plains Cree language.

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets thrives in the thoughts of so many wonderful wordsmiths, who
deliberate over something important: a poem that has been shaped and chiseled and buffed into a
gleaming jewel.

If you haven't already, consider attending the Poets' Haven Reading Series at the Upper Crust
Restaurant from 7:00-8:45 on Monday nights or at Audrey's Bookstore from 2:00 -4:00 on the
occasional Sunday afternoon. You can find the Upper Crust Restaurant at 109th Street and 86th
Avenue, just a few blocks south of the High Level Bridge. Audrey's Bookstore is located at 107
Street and Jasper Avenue. Four or five scheduled readers are each allotted 10 minutes to read,
and an open mic sign-up gives unscheduled readers each2 minutes to read 1 poem. Be sure to
check out this Stroll of Poets website for a printable schedule of readings at both the Upper Crust
and Audrey's Bookstore: http:ilwww.strollofpoets.com/schediprintout.php

You will be mesmerized by the sheer diversity of voices and perspectives, as poets gather to
share their work in English, French, Italian, Pukhto, Ukrainian, Plains Cree, and other languages.
Poets from as far away as Nepal and India and from as near as amish,uaciy-wdskahikanihk
(Beaver Mountain House-a.k.a Edmonton) read, recite, chant, or sing their words to a receptive
audience.

I am thinking of all the local talent but also of home-grown audiences and supporters, such as the
Greenwood family, who have championed resident poets and authors since their opening in
1979. Sadly, Brad Greenwood passed away this summer, and the Stroll of Poets Board of
Directors, on behalf of the Stroll's membership, offers our sympathy to the Greenwood family
for their loss. We are saddened too by the closure of Greenwood's Bookstore, in the wake of
brother Brad's passing, knowing that our community has one fewer bookstore to frequent.

We also extend our sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Beauvais on the passing of their son, Ryan, this
summer, and to Ryan's girlfriend Erika Luckert. Ryan was one of the Edmonton Stroll of Poets'
newer and younger members, and may his loved ones be sustained by warm memories of him.

To Sharon and Steve Budnarchuk, please know that the Edmonton Stroll of Poets Board of

Directors and Members deeply appreciate your continued support for many years and for
offering your space for our Sunday afternoon readings.
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As I write this on Tuesday, 30 October 2A12, here also is what I read in today's Editorial in The
Edmonton Journal:

..., the continued slide in traditional publishing across the country does not pode well for anyone
who writes books or cares about them. With pressures squeezing the industry, including dramatic
growth in digital reading and self- publishing, continuing to grow, and fewer and fewer literary
presses remaining in play-on Monday two of the world's biggest publishing companies, Random
House and Penguin Books, announced plans to merge-a lot of authors are going to find it harder
to find publishers who are committed to Canadian voices.

With Poets' Haven consistently drawing audiences of approximately 50 every Monday night, it's
clear that there is no lack of local audiences who approve of the literary efforts of local poets.
My good friend Shirley Serviss once said many years ago that poets should try not to worry too
much about getting their words published in a book, and she added that when poets read their
words aloud to an audience the words come to life in a way that they can't on a page. I believe
this to be especially so with poetry.

Such was the case last night at the Upper Crust Restaurant, as yet again 48 people congregated to
hear 4 scheduled and 8 open mic readers. There were poems about poetry, beautiful women,
Pope John Paul's visit in 1984 and a sagging lawn chair, what it means to be Italian in Alberta,
zombies, something about a 5-dollar day and swearing too much, and a whole lot more!

Strolling since 1991, the Edmonton Stroll of Poets has inspired so many local poets in providing
a platform for them to share their finely-honed words. I have seen developing poets gain self-
confidence, and I have seen more seasoned poets mentor and encourage these emerging poets.
Having personally benefitted from this tutelage myself, I am honoured to serve with Allison
Akgungor, Alice Major, Mary Campbell, Anne Gerard Marshall, John Leppard, Marcy
O'Connor, and Diane Robitelle on the 2012-2013 Stroll of Poets Board of Directors.

I want to conclude by acknowledging the audience, for without you to hear our words we poets
would be lost, not knowing to whom we might give our luminous gems. Thank you for showing
us that despite the troubling phenomenon of the loss of independent bookstores combined with
the increasing difficulties in Canadian publishing, poets do have a place in our community and
we do something important with our words as we reflect on life at this time and in this great
place we call home-dta ktkinihk.

Naomi Mcllwraith
3 0 kas katinow 1 -pts im 2012
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Stroll of Poets' President’s Message December 2013
The Wordsmith at Work

Around the backyard fire pit of a Stroll member, seven poets gather to share their carefully-
wrought thoughts. A week past the full moon they weigh their phrases, and deliciously-chosen
words lift as sparks from the wood leap into the sky. Like molten metal, a thin silver of light
hangs suspended in the cobalt backdrop; the poets have brought their words to the fire for further
smithing. The first poet writes of the body's eloquence and a second poet of death as a sharp
plunge or a slow slippage away from the quick. Much-travelled, a third poet describes a
humorous restaurant scene in Agrigento, a city in Sicily. Another poet turns to words from her
faith for hope. One poet brings a welcome male perspective but with the courage to consider a
woman's insights into mothering and grandmothering. The sixth poet ponders the politics of fur
trade marriages and the seventh a healing circle she recently attended.

In many ways a poet crafting her poem is much like a blacksmith at his forge. Just as the
blacksmith gently taps his hammer over the anvil in the final delicate shaping and patterning of
his work, the poet casts her words forth with pure energy: the ear's malleus transmits the
tympanum's vibrations to the incus and the stirrup-shaped stapes registers the pleasing tones. A
well-versed poet inclines her ear toward the sounds of the words, ensuring that they complement
the meaning, and the audience leans in to receive the poem as a well-tempered metaphor. So
textual we've become that we sometimes forget that if there are no ears to hear the words a poem
suffers greatly. But the Edmonton Stroll of Poets' reading series, Poets' Haven, offers a special
opportunity to hear the words that contemplative versifiers gently mould into the finer form we
call a poem.

Emerging from the refiner's fire, a poem is a like a promise because someone cared enough for
long enough to think deeply and write mindfully on an idea. What kind of a promise does a poem
make? At the funeral of Peter Cox, Anne Gerard Marshall's husband of forty-four years, we
heard the poem "Success," by Ralph Waldo Emerson, and, though Emerson crafted his poem
more than a century ago, every time someone chooses to recite it, the words ring true and fresh
and clear. As the words of Emerson's poem rang through the Chapel, we heard the promise that a
poem, like a wisely cast idea, is the right way to say goodbye.

We said goodbye to our dear friend and beloved poet, Diane Buchanan, just a few short weeks
ago at her funeral. The author of four books, Ask Her Anything, Between the Silences, (Unruly
Angels, and the soon-to-be released Horseshoe Moon, Diane hosted a small poetry circle that
was blessed to bring my own ideas to for even more hammering and shaping. At her funeral, her
brother Tony, a lawyer, spoke of Diane's knowledge of her audience, but he also pondered the
value of a poem. Deeply affected by his sister's concern for her subject in Between the Silences,
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Diane's collection about the losses she witnessed as an observer in family court, Tony read this
poem.

Little Girl Lost

He brought her into the courtroom.
She wants to take her home.
Four-year-old Maggie plays
around their feet where they stand

at opposing counsel tables
telling the judge their sides.

Voices angry, bodies tense
they list the reasons why
they can't agree on custody.
The little girl crawls out
from under the tables,

takes Daddy's hand

then reaches across

that hostile space
to grab Mommy's hand

and hangs there lost
in the uncertainty
of the in-between.

Diane Buchanan, Between the Silences

When Tony Richards read "Little Girl Lost," I felt a collective hush in the Robertson Wesley
United Church as my own heartbeat slowed, just as it slows when I hear a prayer.

Even as we can prayerfully and poetically bid someone a final farewell, so too can we
prayerfully greet a person with a poem. I know some people who pray each time a new baby
joins humanity in its headlong race, to where we're not always sure. In this race to somewhere,
this rush to everywhere, there are infinite opportunities to pray. Each prayer is a time to stop, and
in the stopping there is a stillness, a rich occasion to reflect intensely in a poem. And I know
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some people who write poetry each time a baby is born. God knows, and so do we, that a prayer
can't hurt the human race and neither can a poem. Is there any doubt that at those times when it
seems a poem isn't the right thing to do, somehow a prayer is uttered, such as when a precious
friend succumbs to illness and we've nothing left to do but say goodbye as gracefully as we can.
The single act of choosing or composing a poem to honour she who has passed on also appeases
the hurt of those who, in her absence, will carry on. To Diane's family and to Anne's family,
know that our hearts are broken with yours.

A poem offers permission too. At the launch of Poets' Haven on September 9th at the Upper
Crust Restaurant, the poems we heard allowed us to laugh, cry, think, and even dream about
launching into space. With the theme of LIFT OFF!, we revelled in the possibilities of the 2013-
2014 Poets' Haven reading series. More recently, poetry allowed a young woman to remember
sweetly the difference between love and lust at breakfast as the sprig of parsley placed tenderly
in her hair. Not long ago at Audreys Bookstore, several people gathered to lean into the warmth
that poetry offered on a sunshiny cold Sunday afternoon after Saturdays storm. Richard Davies
offered a wonderful workshop on "sound and Image" last weekend, and we’re looking forward t©

Rayanne Doucet's workshop in January and Jannie Edwards, workshop in February.

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets has many to thank for supporting our efforts to keep poetry
resounding through this great city: Audreys Bookstore, the Upper Crust Restaurant, the
Edmonton Public Library, the Edmonton Arts Council, the City of Edmonton, the Alberta
Foundation for the Arts, and the Writers' Guild of Alberta.

Bards have kept their promise to permit us to listen closely and believe fiercely that human life is
so much more eloquent with poetry in it. This message has taken me longer to compose than |
wanted, but as I reflect back over it I am filled with hope and gratitude for the place of poetry in
my life and all the poets who befriend me and refine me. As the blacksmith wields his hammer,
the poet taps out her beat, the ear's tympanum resonates with the rhythm of the malleus on the

incus, and the stapes like a stirrup gives us opportunity to hearken the poet and her work.

Naomi Mcllwraith 15 December 2013
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Annual Reports

2018 ANNUAL REPORTS EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Greetings Strollers;

Thank you for your support this year. Whether you were involved as a board or committee
member, mic or door host, or an engaged Haven audience member, your investment was of
immeasurable value to our community. I’'m pleased to report that it was another successful
season in what has become an enduring tradition of excellence for the Edmonton Stroll of Poets.
As I reflect on the completion of our twenty-sixth year of operation I am gratefully reminded that
what made us still sustains us. We were born to serve poetry and poets in and around Edmonton
and we continue to do so.

The Poets’ Haven continues to grow in popularity providing new and experienced poets an
opportunity to express themselves in a democratic and supportive atmosphere. I am aso grateful
for the efforts of Janis, Susana, Anne, and Marco for their contributions that keep our regular
poetry gig running. I’'m also thankful for their contributions on the board along with Alice,
Naomi, and David. I’d like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for Naomi
Mcllwraith’s incredible long service to our board (12 years!) and to David for his contributions
this past year. We wish them both the best.

I’ve always been impressed with how we’ve been able to hold true to our values and continue to
seek ways to innovate and grow. Maintaining relevance and imagining progress, in an evermore-
connective world, is a challenge we embrace. As always, it is the strength of our membership
that keeps us vital. You’re the heart, you’re the beat, and you’re the thump that keeps us
jumping!

Yours in verse, John Leppard

2019 ANNUAL REPORTS EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Well, my friends, another successful Stroll of Poets year is over and as I reflect on the season a
number of feelings present themselves. I am so grateful for the contributions of our many
volunteers. We are powered by your energy, thank you,. I am also thankful to our supportive
membership, whose financial donations allow us to continue to keep membership costs and
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Haven fees at an accessible level. We truly are the best ticket in town. I shared the sadness we all
felt, as we bid farewell to three long-time members of our community, Vanna Tessier, Max
Foster, and Melle Huizinga. Their unique voices in our choir will be missed.

I felt tremendous pride in the Stroll many times this past season and I’d like to share a highlight.
While testing the sound system for a Sunday Haven at Audrey’s Books, a stranger asked me
what was happening. “Poetry Reading?”” he asked, “I write poetry!” That fellow stayed, and
although extremely nervous, shared a lovely poem he’d just written, at the open mic. When
finished, he was met with applause and smiles that carried him back to his chair. He had just
received the overwhelming support typical of a Stroll welcome. It is my hope that he will accept
the invitation to join our community, but if he doesn’t he will always have that moment of
validation; that moment when he was heard. I’ve never felt more proud of our family.

One more feeling, simply one of joy. We welcomed over twenty first-time readers at the Poet’s
Haven open mic this year. That’s a lot of affirmation for new poets regardless of age or ability.
What we do, we do well my friends, and I can’t wait to see what the next year brings us!

Yours in verse, John Leppard

2020 ANNUAL REPORTS EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Another wonderful poetry season is coming to a close and as we stand at the threshold of our 30"
year of operation I marvel anew at the power of poetry and poets. Certainly, that power would
not manifest without the strength and determination of our many volunteers who sustain its
governance and manage our highly successful Poet’s Haven Reading Series. It has been my
absolute to work with an amazing group of people including the Stroll board and associates, our
administrative assistant Ellen Kartz and anthology editor Deborah Lawson. Their unwavering
support and commitment to the health and welfare of the Stroll and its membership are the heart
and soul of our organization.

This year the board bids farewell to our friend Marco Melfi, who has served as vice-president for
six years. In that capacity he has acted as my sounding board on many occasions. His honesty
and support have been of such immense value to the Stroll. Marco has also served in the capacity
of Haven coordinator all of those six years and under his guidance we modernized the sign-up
process, altered the floor plan at the Upper Crust to accommodate more seating, and have seen
our average nightly attendance go from 38 to 50. But that wasn’t all that he did. He also served
as website manager and communications coordinator, developing our presence on social medi.
When the bord decided that the Stroll should further extend its arms to the community, Marco
took the lead on our exciting Outreach and Development Committee. We are so grateful for
Marco’s dedication and commitment to the Stroll of Poets and wish him all the very best in his
new leadership and poetic pursuits.
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To all who volunteered their time this past season to support the Stroll and the Poet’s Haven
Thank You, so very much. Every contribution is of value and tremendously appreciated!

Yours in verse,
John Leppard

2021 ANNUAL REPORTS EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Greetings friends,

Recently, I witnessed the return of a pair of Canada geese to my neighbourhood. Their
distinctive, joyful call and majestic presence filled my heart with hope. This winter has certainly
been a dark one in so many ways. Last spring, circumstances required that we examine
innovative ways to keep our community informed and engaged. Our leadership group and
membership recognized the growth opportunities inherent in these challenges. Your commitment
to sustaining the heartbeat of poetry has not wavered and I am proud of your courage and
contributions.

Our Poet’s Haven reading series found a new home online. Thanks to Janis Dow and the Haven
team, we have been able to provide a space for poets from across North America to share their
verse in a respectful and supportive virtual atmosphere. We dearly miss the friendly confines of
the Upper Crust Cafg, but are well situated to continue with this format until safe to do so. A
huge note of thanks to Lisa Mulrooney for her patient instruction in the finer points of Zoom
management.

The 2020 anthology made its way into our hands thanks to the tireless efforts of our stalwart
editor Deborah Lawson and her team of volunteers. She offered time, energy, and lovely front
yard to insure that we had a safe and friendly way to acquire our copies. We are so fortunate to
have someone as passionate and dedicated managing this worthy publication.

We are in a sound position financially, due in large part to your generosity as members. You
truly understand the value of what the Stroll seeks to do and your contributions help significantly
in this regard. Many thanks to our fiscal wizard, Alice Major, for keeping us solvent and secure.

The year ahead will be an interesting one. We will be celebrating our 30" anniversary with some
special events. The pandemic continues to create uncertainty as to how and where we may be
able to commune, yet one thing remains certain. We will continue to find ways to celebrate
poetry and poets in the same spirit that started our community flame burning thirty years ago.

In closing, I would like to say that it has been an honour to serve as your president. I think I fell

in love with the Stroll the first time I attended an event. It was definitely love at first mic. Having
the opportunity to work with other dedicated leaders these past few years has been very
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rewarding. Thank you for placing your trust in me and thank you for being the amazing
supportive community you will always be.

Yours in verse,
John Leppard
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-, STROLL OF POETS FOUNDERS
Edited December 31, 2016

At the anniversary committee meeting we discussed the concept of founder. We
determined that it might mean anyone who may have been integral to
establishing the foundation of the Stroll. Some significant foundation stones
were laid in those early years and we want to honor anyone who may have had
an important role in that process.

This list is a work in progress and will be completed following input from those
we know were there at the beginning.

FOUNDERS

Doug Elves
Ivan Sundal
Alice Major
Anna Marie Sewell
Bert Almon
Jocko
Andrew Thomson
Thomas Trofimuk
Diane Zinyk

4 John King Farlowe
Ken Wilson
Peter Cole
Glen Kirkland
Ruth Anderson Donovan
Marilyn Dumont

% Alberta Cole

% Dean Morrison McKenzie
Myrna Garanis
Anna Mioduchowska
Olga Costopulous
Jannie Edwards
Jennifer Eagle
Phillip Jagger
Richard Davies



The Edmonton Stroll of Poets Past Board Members

1991 - 1992

Charles Mandel
Karen Peterson
Alan Demeule
Mary T McDonald
Doug Elves

Glen Kirkland
Dean M McKenzie
Nigel Darbasie
Faye Francis

Ken Wilson
Andrew Thompson
John King-Farlow
Ruth Donovan
Marilyn Dumont
Peter Cole

Ivan Sundal
Myrna Garanis

1992 - 1993

1993 -1994

Ivan Sundal

Doug Elves
Katherine McKee
Merna?

Andrew Thompson
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1994 — 1995

President: Candace Bamber
Treasurer: Doug Elves
Secretary: Anna Mioduchowska
Members at large:

Jacques Benoit

Annette Cannelle

Ruth Anderson Donovan
Paul Matwychuk

Katherine McKee

Tracy Murray

Anna Marie Sewell

Ivan Sundal

Andrew Thompson

Ken Wilson

1995 - 1996

Candace Bamber
Doug Elves
Jocelyne Verret
Tracy Murray

Ilvan Sundal
William Nichols
Annette Cannell
Lyle Weiss

Andrew Thompson
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1996 — 1997

Jocelyn Verret
Sandra Ellerbeck
Ivan Sundal
Ruth Donovan
Lyle Weiss

Doug Elves
Geraldine Matus
Michael Glosel
Paul Pearson
Sandy Sprinkle
Tracy Murray
Don Butler
William Nichols
Andrew Thompson

1997 -1998

Anna Mioduchowska
Doug Elves
Geraldine Matus
Anna Marie Sewell
Michael Walters
Helen Lavender
Louis Munan
William Nichols
Jocelyne Verret
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1998 — 1999

President: Anna Mioduchowska

Vice President: William Nichols
Treasurer: Gordon McRae

Workshop Coordinator: Louis Munan
Newsletter: Nancy Mackenzie
Secretary: Helen Lavender

Marilyn Hooper

1999 - 2000

President: Nancy Mackenzie
Vice-President: Beckie Garber Conrad
Past President: Anna Mioduchowska
Treasurer/Webmaster: Gordon McRae
Secretary: Candyce Neill

Volunteer Coordinator: Jenine Dumont
Members at Large:

Fred Anderson

Pamela Young

Jackie Bell

2000 — 2001

President: Mark Kozub

Vice President: Jocko (Jacques Benoit)
Treasurer/Webmaster: Gordon McRae
Past president: Nancy Mackenzie
Volunteer Coordinator:Thomas Trofimuk
Secretary: Cindy-Lou Prokopy
Beckie Garber Conrad

Ronald Kurr
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2001 - 2002

President: Mark Kozub

Vice President: Thomas Trofimuk
Secretary: Cindy-Lou Prokopy
Treasurer/Webmaster: Gordon
McRae

Volunteer Coordinator: John
Chalmers

Past president: Nancy McKenzie
Helen Lavender

Ken Sutton

Christina Tower

2002 — 2003

President: Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck
Past president: Mark Kozub
Treasurer/webmaster: Doug Elves
Secretary: Ben Murray

Volunteer Coordinator: Ivan Sundal
Workshop Coordinator: John
Chalmers

Ken Sutton

Tom Emmens

Pierrette Requier

2003 — 2004

President: Oswald Meyer
Past president: Ivan Sundal
Secretary: TDL Turner
Webmaster: Doug Elves
Treasurer: Trevor Dekort
Tim Cusack

Michael Appleby

Andy Michaelson

Pierette Requier
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2004 — 2005

President: Andrew Thompson
Vice President: Jocko (Jacques
Benoit)

Past President: Oswald Meyer
Treasurer: Angela Dekort
Secretary:

Members at Large:

Phil Jagger

Naomi Mcllwraith

Sangeeta Zilka

2005 — 2006

President: Jocelyne Verret
Vice President:

Past President:
Treasurer: Doug Elves
Secretary: Julie Robinson
Members at Large:
Pierette Requier

Ivan Sundal

Anna Mioduchowska
Oswald Meyer

Diane Buchanan
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2006 — 2007

President: Jocelyne Verret
Treasurer: Doug Elves
Secretary: Julie Robinson
Members at Large:
Pierette Requier

Ilvan Sundal

Anna Mioduchowska
Oswald Meyer

Diane Buchanan

2007 — 2008

President: Julie Robinson
Vice-President: Jo-Ann Godfrey
Past President:

Treasurer: Michelle Brandt
Secretary: Naomi Mcllwraith
Members at Large:

Ivan Sundal

Julie Robinson

Amanda Lopatka

2008 — 2009

President: Gary Garrison
Vice-President: Michelle Brandt
Past President:

Treasurer: Wendy Joy
Secretary: Naomi Mcllwraith
Members at Large:

Hank Binnema

Jo-Ann Godfrey

Anton Capri

Lisa Guenther
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2009 — 2010

President: Gary Garrison
Vice-President: Lorraine
McFaddin

Past President:
Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Sharon Ingraham
Members at Large:

Hank Binnema

Anne Gerard Marshall
Carlean Fisher

Marcia O’Connor

2010-2011

President: Sharon Ingraham
Vice President: Lorraine
McFaddin

Past President: Gary Garrison
Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Ben Chu

Members at Large:

Anne Gerard Marshall
Marcia O’Connor

2011 -2012

President: Naomi Mcllwraith
Vice President: Anne Gerard
Marshall

Past President:

Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Marcia O’Connor
Members at Large:

Cecelia Hutchinson

Diane Robitelle

Allison Akgungor
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2012 - 2013

President: Naomi Mcllwraith
Vice President: John Leppard
Past President:

Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Marcia O’Connor
Members at Large:

Anne Gerard Marshall
Allison Akgungor

Mary Campbell

Diane Robitelle

2013 -2014

President: Naomi Mcllwraith
Vice President: John Leppard
Past President:

Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Marcia O’Connor
Members at Large:

Anne Gerard Marshall
Allison Akgungor

Mary Campbell

Diane Robitelle

2014 - 2015

President: John Lepperd

Vice President: Diane Robtelle
Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Naomi Mcllwraith
Poets Haven: Marco Melfi,
Anne Gerard Marshall

Social Media Coordinator:
Linda

Papineau-Couture
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2015-2016

President: John Leppard

Vice President: Marco Melfi

Treasurer: Alice Major

Secretary: Naomi Mcllwraith

Directors: Janaan Dekker, Matthew Dekker
Poets’ Haven Coordinators: John Leppard,
Marco Melfi

Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne Gerard Marshall
Social Media Coordinator: Linda Papineau-
Couture

Anthology Coordinator/Liaison: Alice Major
Communications Coordinator: Ellen Kartz
Webmaster: Doug Elves

2016 — 2017

President: John Leppard

Vice President: Marco Melfi

Treasurer: Alice Major

Secretary: Naomi Mcllwraith

Directors: Janaan Dekker, Matthew Dekker
Poets’ Haven Coordinators: Susana Chalut,
Janis Dow, John Leppard, Marco Melfi
Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne Gerard Marshall
Social Media Coordinator: Linda Papineau-
Couture

Anthology Coordinator/Liaison: John Leppard
Communications Coordinator: Ellen Kartz
Webmaster: Doug Elves
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2017 -2018

President: John Leppard

Vice President: Marco Melfi

Treasurer: Alice Major

Secretary: Naomi Mcllwraith

Poets’ Haven Coordinators: Susana
Chalut, Janis Dow, John Leppard, Marco
Melfi

Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne Gerard
Marshall

Social Media Coordinator: Marco Melfi
Anthology Coordinator/Liaison: John
Leppard, David R Crone
Communications Coordinator: Ellen Kartz
Webmaster: Doug Elves

2018 - 2019

President: John Lepperd

Vice President: Marco Melfi

Treasurer: Alice Major

Secretary: Lisa Mulrooney

Poets’ Haven Coordinators: Susana
Chalut, Janis Dow, John Lepperd, Marco
Melfi

Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne Gerard
Marshall

Social Media Coordinator: Marco Melfi,
Josh Luukkonen

Anthology Coordinator/Liaison: Markus
Eymann

Partnership Coordinator, Writers Guild of
Alberta: Ellen Kartz

Webmaster: Marco Melfi

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

2019 -2020

President: John Leppard

Vice President: Marco Melfi
Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Lisa Mulrooney
Members at Large:

Naomi Mcllwraith, Anne Gerard
Marshall, Janis Dow, Markus
Eymann

Associate Members:

Josh Luukkonen, Audrey Brooks,
Max Vandersteen

Poets’ Haven Coordinators: Janis
Dow, John Leppard, Marco Melfi
Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne Gerard
Marshall

Communications Coordinators:
Marco Melfi, Josh Luukkonen
Outreach and Development
Coordinators: Marco Melfi, Josh
Luukkonen

Anthology Coordinator/Liaison:
Markus Eymann

Partnership Coordinator, Writers
Guild of Alberta: Ellen Kartz
Webmaster: Marco Melfi

118



2020 -2021

President: John Leppard

Vice President: Janis Dow
Treasurer: Alice Major
Secretary: Lisa Mulrooney
Members at Large:

Markus Eymann, Anne Gerard
Marshall, Shirley Serviss
Associate Members:

Naomi Mcllwraith, Audrey
Brooks, Max Vandersteen

Poets’ Haven Coordinators: Janis
Dow, John Leppard, Naomi
Mcllwraith

Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne
Gerard Marshall
Communications Coordinators:
Josh Luukkonen, Lisa Mulrooney
Anthology Coordinator/Liaison:
Markus Eymann

Outreach and Development
Coordinators: Josh Luukkonen,
Alice Major, Lisa Mulrooney,
Shirley Serviss, Max
Vandersteen

Partnership Coordinator, Writers
Guild of Alberta: Ellen Kartz
Website Management: Ellen
Kartz, Mike Gravel

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

2021 - 2022

President: Janis Dow

Past President: John Leppard

Vice President: Max Vandersteen
Treasurer: Alice Major

Secretary: Markus Eymann
Members at Large:

Naomi Mcllwraith, Anne Gerard
Marshall, Shirley Serviss, Loren
Marsden

Associate Members:

Audrey Brooks, Thomas Schuelke,
Leslie Dawson

Poets’ Haven Coordinators: Janis Dow,
John Leppard, Naomi Mcllwraith
Poets’ Haven Hostess: Anne Gerard
Marshall

Communications Coordinators: Max
Vandersteen, Loren Marsden
Anthology Coordinator/Liaison:
Markus Eymann

Outreach and Development
Coordinators: Alice Major, Shirley
Serviss, Max Vandersteen
Partnership Coordinator, Writers Guild
of Alberta: Ellen Kartz

Website Management: Ellen Kartz,
Mike Gravel
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30 Years of Anthology Editors

1991: Peter J. Cole, Andrew Thompson, Thomas Trifimuk, Ken Wilson
1992: Peter J. Cole

1993: Peter J. Cole

1994: Katherine McKee
1995: Anna Mioduchowska
1996: Ivan Sundal

1997: Nancy Mackenzie
1998: Nancy Mackenzie
1999: Nancy Mackenzie
2000: Linda Dumont, Nancy Mackenzie
2001: Rusti Lehay

2002: Doug Elves

2003: Darcia Dahl

2004: John J. Chalmers
2005: (Transitional year; no Anthology published)
2006: Ivan Sundal

2007: Julie Robinson

2008: Anton Z. Capri
2009: Anna Marie Sewell
2010: S.E. Ingraham

2011: Audrey Seehagen
2012: Audrey Seehagen
2013: Audrey Seehagen
2014: Audrey Seehagen
2015: Deborah Lawson
2016: Deborah Lawson
2017: Deborah Lawson
2018: Deborah Lawson
2019: Deborah Lawson
2020: Deborah Lawson
2021: Deborah Lawson
2022: Deborah Lawson
2023: Deborah Lawson
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Deceased Stroll of Poets Members

Douglas Barbour
Ryan Robert Beauvais

E.D. Blodgett (2™ Poet Laureate of Edmonton)

Jerry Brown

Diane Buchanan
Anton Capri

Alberta Cole

Maria Dycha

John King Farlow
Maxwell Foster

Luis Hernandez
David Huggett

Melle Huizenga
Fabian Jennings
Marline Kalin

Gordon Kemp

Glen Kirkland

Helen Lavender

Jim Lavers

Fred Marshall

Keith Edward Martin
Mary T. McDonald
Jean Carmichael McKenzie
Dean Morrison McKenzie
Consorcia L. Mendoza
Andy Michaelson
Joy-Ruth Mickelson
Isabel Miller

Louis Munan

Joyce Pinckney
Marguerite Redshaw
Catherine Sewell
Robin Smith

Ken Steele

Vanna Tessier
Moncrieff Williamson

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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2005 —2007:
2007 —2009:
2009 —-2011:
2011 -2013:
2013 -2015:
2015 -2017:
2017 -2019:
2019 -2021:
2021 -2023:

List of Edmonton’s Poets Laureate

Alice Major

Ted Blodgett

Roland Pemberton

Anna Marie Sewell

Mary Pinkoski

Pierrette Requier

Ahmed “Knowmadic” Ali
Nisha Patel

Titilope Sonuga

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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THE STROLL OF POETS PRESS COVERAGE
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Edmonton Examiner, Sunday, October 20, 1991

Call The Talking New

First poetry stroll ready

By Jeremy Bowers

Staff Writer

Local writers are planning to wax poetic
in Old Strathcona as part of a new festival.

Edmonton's first poetry festival, the
Stroll of Poets, will weave its way through
the bookstores and bistros of Whyte
Avenue Oct. 27.

"It's to expose local poets on a larger
scale," says organizing committee member
and native poet Peter Cole. "We want to
have something for people who are primar-
ily interested in poetry."

The festival will highlight 65 city poets'
work, including a special focus on the writ-
ing of five native poets, he says.

Readings will begin every hour on the
hour between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. beginning
at Bjarne's Books, 10005 82 Ave. and
winding westward to Edmonton Bookstore,
8530 109 St. The idea is for the public to
take in a reading at one venue, and stroll

along Whyte Avenue to the next reading.

Cole says it was something area busi-
nesses were excited to get involved with.

"They're quite enthusiastic. I think it was
a good idea to connect it to a strip. We tried
to make it so people really could stroll.”

Another goal of the festival is to bring
poets together to see if there is interest in
forming a non-profit society which could
make the stroll an annual event, says Cole.

"We don't want to make it into some
great, massive Fringe thing. We know that
there's probably a limited poetry audience."

Organizers are also trying to bring closet
poets in the audience out to an open stage
reading at 4:30 p.m.

"We think that most people that would
come to an event like this are poets them-
selves ."

If you're interested in the open stage, call
Ken at 431-0052 or Peter at 436-2488 to
register.



No bards barred
from stroll of poets

LYNNE VAN LUVEN
Journal Staff Writer

Edmonton

Just how big is a
“stroll” of poets, any-
how?

According to Bert Almon, one
of the organizers of Edmonton’s
first-ever poetic equivalent to
the popular art-gallery walks,
Sunday's Stroll of Poets will fea-

ture about “64 poets, by my
count
“There are 32 male, 32

female,” Almon said, “and I'm
told the ages range from 19 to
79. Ethnic groups are well-rep-

resented. At least four writers
are natives
“The whole enterprise has

been democratic and inclusive,”
Almon said, adding that the po-
etry festival, co-organized by
Doug Elves, Ken Wilson, Peter
Cole and Ivan Sundal, has relied
on volunteer labor

Organizers see the event as a
way to present the spoken word
in an engaging and accessible
format

And just how does a poets
stroll work, anyhow?

Starting at 1 p.m. next Sunday,
participants can take in the four
scores of poets reading their
work in 10 South Side coffee
shops and bookstores.

Beginning on the hour at 1
p.m. through 4 p.m., groups of
four or five participating poets
will give 30-minute recitations
and readings. In the breaks
between, the public may browse
in bookstores and grab a coffee
before strolling on to the next
reading

The event culminates with a
No Bards Barred Bar at Yester-
year's Lounge in the Renford Inn
on Whyte, where musician-poets
will perform

Venues participating in the
Stroll of Poets are Bjarne's
Books, Cafe Mosaics on Whyte,
Grabba Jabba, Athabasca Books,
Afterwords Books, Aspen Books,
Common Woman Books,
Varscona Books, Blue Nile Res-
taurant and Edmonton
Bookstore

Admission to all the readings
is free. For more information,
call Doug Elves at 426-1751, Ken
Wilson at 431-0052 or Ivan Sun-
dal at 421-0227

3}
I

Greg Southam The Journal
Poets in motion will include, from left, Vasilis Costopoulos and his mother Olga, Rith Donovan, Bert
Almon and Doug Elves

Edmonton Journal Monday, October 21, 1991

Notes to you . . .

M .

'
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Edmonton Journal Sunday, December 15, 1991
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Edmonton Journal
December 17, 1991

A-MUSED — Candas Jane Dorsey, Michael Cenkner and Andrew Thompson were among the local poets who gathered recently at the
Gazebo in Old Strathcena to “‘invoke the Muse,”" as a kickoff for The 12 Days of Poetry, which begins tonight at 6 p.m. at the Upper Crust
Restaurant, 10909 86th Ave. The poetic celebration, featuring scores of Edmonton poets, runs until Jan. 4 at a number of Strathcona and
Garneau bistros and restaurants. Further information is available from 426-1751.

Poets
cover
all the
angles

Readings set
atop AGT Tower

LYNNE VAN LUVEN
Journal Staff Writer

Edmonton

A storm is brewing in the
skies above Edmonton, and the
poets are in the thick of it.

On this sultry mid-week
evening, they're perched above
the concrete and asphalt of the
city’s downtown ccre, planning
a poetry reading of heightened
awareness.

The event, Poets of the Four
Quarters, a benefit for the
Stroll of Poets Society, is set
for Thursday, June 18 at 8:15
p.m. in Vista 33, the 33rd Floor
observation lounge of the AGT
Tower.

Reading their work in the
“four corners” of the lounge
will be four Edmonton poets:
Molly Chisaakay, Nigel
Darbasie, Gerald Hill and Mary
Howes.

Each will present unique po-
etry from a different perspec-
tive throughout the panoramic
readings, which are scheduled
to end at sunset — 10:06 p.m.

The idea, explains organizer
Ivan Sundal, is that the audi-
ence will have the chance to
“stroll” from one short reading
to another, and listen to poets
at four different locations, each
with a different scenic back-
drop.

Ed Kaiser The Journal

Gerald Hill, Mary Howes and Nigel Darbasie in rehearsal, high above the city

And it should be noted that
Edmonton is a serene green
and charming place when re-
garded from 33 floors up; you
can almost forget about po-
tholes and civic politics.

The idea for the sky-view
reading, says Sundal, origi-
nated with local poet Doug
Elves, one of the forces behind
last year’s Stroll of Poets,
which saw 60 local writers read
their works in a variety of
bookstores and bistros on a
late-October Sunday afternoon.

Money raised by the Poets of
the Four Quarters r i will

cluding work from a new se-
quence of poems, The Lost and
Found Department, “about loss
and reclamation . . . from the
four points of the emotional
compass.”

Molly Chisaakay will present
poems on the environment, so-
cial issues and native culture.

And Nigel Darbasie also
plans to read from work in
progress, including both prose
and poetry.

Sundal hopes to sell the full
complement of 150 tickets for
the June 18 readings.

And, he says, thanks to the

go towards the organization of
this year’s stroll, set for Oct. 4,
and to the anthology based
upon the readings.

Poet Gerald Hill says his con-
tributions to the Four Quarters
readings are intended to “deliv-
er something to the audience,
they are meant to be heard.

“If they were meant to be
read, they'd be different.”

Hill plans to read three
works, 33 Reasons for the 33rd
Floor, Peter Pocklington Sun-
set and Typical Virgo.

Mary Howes says she will be
reading “some new stufl,” in-

e ty s for the
event, organizers hope to keep
the benefit's expenses to a min-
imum.

AGT is donating the space for
the reading, and other sponsors
include Arden Theatre, Sweet-

water Cafe, Confetti’s, New
Asian Village, Upper Crust
Restaurant, Cafe Mosaics and

the Alberta College Conservato-
ry of Music.

The $15 ticket — available at
The Gramophone and Athabas-

ca Books — includes food and
beverages.

For more information, call
421-0227.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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Some like it HOT!
Edmonton Journal, Friday, June 12, 1992 w
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Notes
toyou. ..

Strolling poets take note: there’s
exactly one month left to deadline
for submissions to the Stroll of Po-
ets anthology. Poets planning to
perform at this fall's stroll, set for
Oct. 4., should submit one poem of
their own choice or submit two or
three works and “let the judges
decide.” Poets are asked to re-
member that the anthology is
geared to a wide reading audience,
says organizer Ivan Sundal. For
more submission details, call Sun-
dal at 421-0227; Doug Elves at
426-1751 or Ken Wilson at
431-0052. The 300 anthologies
from the 1991 stroll, Edmonton’s
first, are now collectors items, and
the 1992 event is expected to
involve even more poets and ve-
nues.

Edmonton Journal
Sunday, July 5, 1992

Literary postie brings

poetry to e people

By CATHERINE GIRCZYC
Specialto Neighbors

Doug Elves believes in bringing
poetry to the people.

He's the mastermind behind last
year's first Edmonton Stroll of
Poets, a very successful series of
poetry readings, due to return this
fall.

"Poets have to take the audience
more seriously, and poetry has to be
treated as part of our culture," says
Elves. "That's partly one of the ben-
efits of having events that are novel,
unusual in themselves. People then
see that they can enjoy poetry.”

Since the stroll, Elves has helped
organize other events to bring poet-
1y to the people in bookstores, bars
and bistros.

Elves is "the creator of the stroll
and other imaginative events," says
Ivan Sandul, chairman of the Stroll
Society. "He has a kind of genius for
that. The stroll was quite wonderful
as a community event. Several hun-
dred people came out in the freez-
ing cold to hear poetry.”

A Canada Post employee, Elves
has university degrees in both
Classics and Education. His involve-
ment, through work, in the labor
movement led him to head the
Edmonton Labour Council, a munic-
ipal body of the Canadian Labour
Congress, for four years. The orga-
nizational skills he honed there, he
brought to poetry in the city,

He says, "About two or three
years ago, when I was trying to
renew my interest (in poetry), I'd go
to the odd poetry reading. It was
hard to get in, and the audience was
quite small. We all knew there was
no money in poetry, but if there's no
audience, you give up.

"Finally, I pulled together a
group: Glen Kirkland, Alice Major,
myself and others. We spoke to
Edmonton Public Library officials
about a monthly reading series. For
aloonie, you got to hear the poets. It
drew about 30 people each time."

The concept of the stroll came to
Elves as he was strolling through
Whyte Avenue bookstores. "I went
into Aspen Books and started chat-
ting with the owner. I got the idea
of a Gallery Walk for poets. She
liked the idea. Five minutes later, I
walked into Athabasca Books and
they liked the idea. I tried a few
more and got good responses.”

His poetry group met Aug. 26 and
discussed doing a stroll. Two months
and a day later, on Oct. 27, the event
drew more than 60 poets and 300
poetry fans to 10 venues. Five
venues were open stages, and fea-
tured poets from unpublished writ-

#
|
|

|l

Doug Elves is the mastermind behind a number of poetry-promot-

ing local events.

ers to those who have six books in
print, says Elves.

Ron Kurt, a local poet and a stroll
participant, says, "It was exciting. It
was a community gathering. It was a
joy meeting other poets, sharing
poems, and getting the regular per-
son out there."

Another event, the 12 Days of
Poetry at Christmas, poetry in
bistros and cafes, grew out of the
1991 stroll and was organized by
Elves too. He counted 120 people at
one reading alone.

The Poetic Leap, on Feb. 29, was
another Elves brainstorm. It fea-
tured Mary Woodbury, Candas Jane
Dorsey, and others.

In March, Elves organized The
Work Poem Contest at Courtney
Blake's on Whyte.

Marking the summer solstice , on
June 18, the stroll held a benefit, the
Poets of the Four Quarters, on the
33rd floor of the AGT Tower. Local
poets Mary Howes, Nigel Darbasie,
Molly Chisaakay and Gerald Hill,
read to an audience including hon-
orary patron, alderman Lillian
Storoszik.

The funds raised are for printing
the second stroll anthology. Elves
says of the first anthology, "Twenty-
seven days before the event, we had
a meeting of the poets and a work-
shop. Someone brought up the idea

of an anthology (of the poems)." It got
done.

He finds great satisfaction in see-
ing "poetry reach more people. It
justifies my faith in the potential of
poetry.”

Ken Wilson, another stroll orga-
nizer, says, "Doug is one of those
people who is able to capture your
imagination - to be creative, not
only on paper, but in the way he pre-
sents events and the work he does
on them.

"The idea of the stroll, having
poetry readings at the same time,
was brilliant. He's brought poetry
back into popularity just by the way
he presents it."

The next stroll is Oct. 4, in Old
Strathcona, with each group of poets
doing two shows. The audience gets
a program to see who's reading and
where.

Would-be strollers can submit a
poem and short biography for the
anthology, by Aug. 5.

For details on the Stroll of Poets,
call Ivan Sundal at 421-0227 or write
103, 10826 78 Ave,, Edmonton, AB.,
T6E 1P8.

Last minute joiners can go to
Confetti's Restaurant, 7-10 p.m., Aug.
5 to register. Cost is $5 including a
copy of the anthology.

Edmonton Journal Sunday, August 2, 1992
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® Campa On Whyte hosts
readings that will include some
poets from the Stroll of Poets, this
evening at 7:30 p.m. Other poets
are encouraged to attend or
participate in future readings.
10760 Whyte Ave.

While we're on the subject of the
Stroll of Poets, the deadline for
submitting a poem to the Stroll of
Poets Anthology '93 is June 1. For
information and submission forms,
contact Wordworks (10523 100th
Ave,) or Athabasca Books (8228
105th St.).

Edmonton Journal Sunday, May 16, 1993

Launches, signings and readings
this week:

® Campa On Whyte hosts
readings that will include some
poets from the Stroll of Poets, this
evening at 7:30 p.m. Featured
readers include Philip Jagger, Jay
Springbeard and Robin R. Other
poets are encouraged to attend or
participate in future readings.
10760 Whyte Ave.

While we're on the subject of the
Stroll of Poets, the deadline for
submitting a poem to the Stroll of
Poets Anthology "93 is June 1. For

The Edmonton Journal invites you to take in the

Stroll of Poets

Stroll along Whyte
/

Avenue the afternoon
of Sunday, October 4
and take in dozens of
brief poetry readings in
many of Strathcona’s
favourite haunts:

Hanratty's Tea & Pastry Shop, 10341 Whyte | Bjarne's Books, 10533 Whyte
Johann Strauss Coffee House, 8223 - 104 St. | Campa Java, 10760 Whyte
Courtney Blake's Bistro Bar, 10307 Whyte | Cafe Vertigo, 10443 Whyte
Mama's Bistro & Pizzeria, 10507 Whyte | Strathcona Books, 8217 - 104 St.
Le Tastevin Restaurant, 10843 Whyte | Grabba Jabba Bistro, 8137 - 104 St.
Cafe Mosaics Garneau 10844 Whyte | Hugh McColl's Showroom, 10615 Whyte
Earth's General Store, 10832 Whyte | L'Alliance Francaise, 300 - 10318 Whyte
Varscona Books, 2, 10824A Whyte | Stanley Carroll Boutique, 2, 10309 Whyte
Athabasca Books, 8230 - 105 St.. | Continental Treat Restaurant, 10560 Whyte

Schedules of readings will be available at the above locations.
+ 110 local poets will be featured during the festivities from
1 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.
+ U of A Poet-in-Residence Tom Pow opens the festivities
at 11:30 a.m. at an a la carte brunch at Continental Treat
+ Francophone poets will be featured at L’ Alliance Francaise
at 1:30 p.m.
+ Ukrainian readings will be featured at Le Tastevin at 2:30 p.m.
+ Festivities close at the No Bards Barred Bar with music and
poetry fun at Courtney Blake’s at 5 :30 p.m.

The Stroll of Poets Society gratefully acknowledges the financial
support provided by the Alberta Foundation for the Arts, and the
promotional support provided by The Edmonton Journal and CBC
740. The Stroll of Poets Society supports the aims of the Writers’
Guild of Alberta. For more information call 426-1751.

information and submission forms,
contact Wordworks (10523 100th
Ave.) or Athabasca Books (8228
105th St.).

Edmonton Journal Sunday, May 23, 1993 Edmonton Journal Saturday, October 3, 1992

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 127



author Carol Shields’ being
named to the Booker Prize
shortlist comes a listing in the
September issue of the British
edition of Esquire magazine.
There, in a section called

“Smart Books,” are descriptions
of a pair of Canadian books,
including The Stone Diaries: A
beauul’ul darkly won(ljc n_ovel of
an d
opportunities, detailing the long
life of Daisy Goodwill and her

@ Vanna Tessier will launch s St 2l e

to love.
: he book will be released i
Beyond Bad Times: An B i Sog h i en "
Antho f North Ameri o Stdom tookoniove. x
logy o can Ht o conay: | Stroll of Poets
—_ 1
Poetry on June 27 at Volume II isundersiond  shortstory | ofposts percrm shor readinge
oo shou e | o5 O S
Bookshop from 2-3:30 p.m. Sl twint n tno headed | Bunch win Bon McKay:
. . . . men that give monstrosity a i
Tessier, the book’s editor, will human face.” says Esquire. Seneral's Award 11 am. at the
The strolling poets of Strathcona Legion.
be joined by several of the poets ~ Zmme-timmons  |Grearsions e
b : : versifiers zu:'::'(';?d'g their Books, $10 thereafter.
natura aunt in rathcona.
pu lished in the anthom . The stroll is in its third year, e B it s
and more than 110 poets will Schedule nrnhe 22-Oct. 5
® Campa On Whyte hosts recite their works at an even B
jozen venues — a ers Am
3 that will 3 lm dozen, if you count the opening v Athabasca Books
lm me stroll-brunch buffet with Greenwood's Bookshoppo

Governor General's Poetry Stroll of Poets

poets from the Stroll of Poets, e g i o o B
2 : » a.m. on - 3. - :30 pm
this evening at 7:30 p.m. *“The sirol concludes at 5 pm. o Spomecm

® The prose and poetry Sxening hosted by CEC Alan Canada Counci Explorations
- - - mn. Ea g
reasdmg series contxm;&s June 28 ﬁf m;g;,%%m; Journal
at Strathcona Books o emead Bastanme

Coffeebar, 8217 104th St. w,':&.;?:‘:::"?o"e’"w‘“w

Edmonton Journal Sunday, June 27, 1993 Edmonton Journal Sunday, September 26, 1993

Poetslinberupthelrshmsforseasonalstrol

gurates its own 12 Nights. in the Stroll of Poets in October,” ings begin at 7:30 p.m. (except for
JoumalBootsEditor By the conclusion of the Edmon- says Mioduchowska. “Anyone can the 3 p.m. reading on Dec. 19 at
Edmont tmﬁdml«poetswﬂlhavemddunmthesudlashngsﬂdbmnmdmadmmu

strutted their stanzas, with five of they pay $5 to join the society.” charged; however, “strollers” are
December is the month for the best — as chosen by the audi-  To ensure fairness in its selection encouraged to observe a minimum
countdowns, but poetry lovers ences — appearing at a gala read- of 44 poets, the panel was given the charge in the restaurants.
might be forgiven for taking the ing on Jan. 15 at the City Media unidentified manuscripts of 98 po-  Tickets for the 12th night's gala
time to do the stroll. Club. eummtmsuwdmmemaGmm
A prime literary event begins “We're trying to get poetry out An
this evening with the 12 Days of there in the community,” says Mio-  And the ranking doesn't stop A pamphlet detailing the poets
Christmas, a series of readings that, duchowska, seeing the festival al- there. Each evening, audience readings is available at bookstores
for the past three years, has been most as an out-reach project for will vote on their favorite and public library branches.
ﬂlenamraloﬂ-stmtof'l‘hesuoll the society. to zero in on the selection In the new year, the society
of Poets Society. Poets for the event have been for the gala. — which is funded by a Canada
The reading series, in which four chosen by a far-ranging panel that  “Last year, CBC went to all the CoumlExploraupnsgnnt,and
poets entertain nightly at six city includes See magazine editor Reg readings and made the choices, and Alberta Foundation for the
restaurants, is the only one in Can- Silvester, city alderman Michael not everybody was satisfied,” says — will embark on a series of 1
ada, though festival co-ordinator Phair, actor Jan Henderson, Ed- llmdu:tmsh“ltsmppnsedlobe poetry-writing workshops.
Anna Mioduchowksa says Toronto monton Public Library director fun, not a case of life and death.” “We go out into the public, show
attempts something similar. Penny McKee, and Journal sports ~ Venues for readings are the Up- them what we're doing, then see
And, she adds, next year Edmon- columnist John Short. per Crust, Asian Village, Hello what they're doing, what they want
tonians face the spectre of competi-  “The poets for the 12 nights are Deh.9thtreetBlstmLaBoheme. to do, and how they might accom-
tion with Calgary, as that city inau- chosen from people who take part and The Commissary Bistro. Read- plish it,” says Mioduchowska.

§

3%

eis

Edmonton Journal Thursday, December 16, 1993
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Photo by Peter Sutherfand. Thanks to Bonny Bishop
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Walking the
doggerel

A flock of poets and the propagation of
poetry upon Old Strathcona

by Adrian Lackey

s with poetry itsell, the Stroll of Poets arises

from Inspiration, though the Muse was not

directly involved. *We were inspired by the

success of the Fringe and Gallery Walk (an

annual event in the 124th Street area) to create the

event,” said Doug Elves, founder of the Stroll and

currently treasurer of the Stroll of Poets' Society (A

registered sockety: The annual general meeting is iIn
March).

While the Stroll hasn't matched the success of the
Fringe, it, lke the world d theatre festival
doubled its attendance in the first two years, from 700 to
1,500 people. “It's grown b d ik s,
exchaimed Elves, a poet who poses as a mild-mannered

The third annual Stroll of Poets is set to go Oct. 3with
various shops and eateries around Old Strathcona play-
ing host. The format s thus: A serses of groups of five
poets each will read at each venue for 25 to 30 minutes.
Each poet will read for five minutes at two venues. The
event’s equivalent of a program Is The Stroll of Poets
Anthology "93. It contains one poem by each of the 110

Hugh McColl's Auto Showroom.

Most of the venues seem to be a natural choice. As
Elves says, even before the stroll “readings took place in
book stores and bistros and those seemed to be the
obvious venues, because we don't get 200 people 10 a

Continued...
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In residence at the U of A. This s the caly

ool o event with an admission fee. Allthe other
readings are free!

poetry reading ... not yet.” Other features of the Stroll are the

But what about Hugh McColl's? “They  open stage at Akashik Books (24 p.m.)

The mission statement for The Stroll of Poet’s Soclety (Give
or take a few words..)

performances. M:MRM ﬂ:i:ﬂ Not tha o‘l’:-ﬁ . change
- artists into a : that wants to
oo moonoaiBa SO RSN s rEneT
Monmz::; have it... Even If | wasn't o host, - : of & i b Tover who
a core a one 3
- performance aspect. “It's very much ke  ing away each draft.
e s ooy Syt B e o o i Mot ST TR B ) e e
m“wu&. BT 5 of the first fwo Strolls — notices Mmana.domhymmn objectives. “I'm really interested in doing
him this trait: *] give the society of lot of credit. up and give a 30io, ™ he sald. “Some poets  things, not just standing and reading po-

and the other organizers this is nei- will bring a quality of performance whether  etry, but stretching it and seeing how far
ther good nor bad, it simply is. There wll  While some of the poems are very whim- we went them 10 or not,” he mused. Rwill go.

open .
the Strathcons Legion (10416-81 Ave)  factions — groups — that hept mosty 10 g e i oo b work Mwm_'mﬁ-wwm
at 11 a.m. Featured will be a reading by  themselves, whether by choice or by e ;:‘:dm.“‘

Don McKay, winner of the 1991 Gover-  chance. The thing about the Stroll, in my M:‘-ﬁ.hhw M"“"‘

all poets have 1o have the courage and  Ings, because they are ralsing the voice of
*Proud to be a sponsor of the Stroll of Poets+ desire to express themselves, and to  their people. We don't speak to our reality
present something to an audience.” and there are a lot of dsenfranchised

SunfiRjwer =k
serioundy. then they — in tum — take thelr
: The dream remains

ness. The Stroll of Poets Sockety Is
Poetry can improve as a result of  with ambition. In addition 1o the October
q Q r sudience response, he said. “The audi-  Stroll, the society also puts on The Twelve
ence helps the poet workshop thelr work  Days of Poetry, a bigger festival with
with its feedback. Sence from the crowd  fewer poets during the Chaistmas holi-
mhcbnd}uﬁndll’uuhu days. NMmhm.m
ContempOTOfy A” ” UnIQUe GIHS hth'nz;.oa_h .:: m:;:m-mmmu

Tues - Sat 11-5pm

m&dw&m-ﬂmm for poets as part of the sockety’s long term

hnwﬂ‘w— *Iwant to see City Councll conduct all
facilitated by Walter Kaasa — is held In  of their business in sonnets,” Anna Marie

conjunction with the Stroll “I'm hopingto Sewel . %
#2071 10324 82 Ave 433-5705 Qe inmadowes. S e {0 il

Anna Maria Sewel, the workshop's So what was that line about reach

nizer, “This frees them up for the exceeding grasp? It seems 1o apply.

2 « September 22-October 6, 1993 « SEE POETRY

. See Poet t 22-Oct 1
History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen Y September 22-October 6, 1993 130



STROLL OF POETS FESTIVAL

NO BARDS BARRED BOOK LAUNCH — The Stroll of Poets
Alberta has more of what per capita than any ‘ An!hology, Fri., Sept. 30, 7 p.m.,
oﬂ;mhmmvhn.dwx Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe, free.
take to the of Old Strathcona for the fourth BRUNCH — Featuring Walter Kaasa
Sl Sanh s Faci. performing his selction from the Stroll
The only festival of ts kind in the world, the stroll features live "ng
poetry readings in a dozen Old Strathcona venues. Anthology, Sun., Oct. 2, 11 am.,
wil oad sioctions from o poets o T ot poets by Strathcona Legion, 10416 81 Ave., $10
1to5p.m. at the door.

STROLL OF POETS — A hundred
poets give five-minute readings, Sun.,
Oct. 2, 1-5 p.m. at these locations:
Varscona Books, Sunflower Gallery,
Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe, Strath-
cona Books, Blackdog Freehouse,
Misty Mountain, Athabasca Books,
Mama's Bistro, Hugh McColl's, and
Orlando Books (schedules available).
NO BARDS BARRED BAR — Sun.,

Oct. 2, 5-8 p.m., Strathcona Legion,
10416 81 Ave.. free. cash bar.

Edmonton Journal Friday, September 30, 1994 Edmonton Journal Friday, September 30, 1994

Edmonton Journal Sunday, October 2, 1994

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 131



Stroll of the Poets
wins admiration
from to sea to sea

- Many set to copy Edmonton’s event

lately? You might try today in the
principality of Old Strathcona,
where the 4th annual Stroll of Poets
begins its four-hour promenade.
This, along with its family relation the

P icked a peck of pickled poets

12 Days of Poetry in December, is one of
the festivals for which you almost need
insider’s information. It gets little of the
attention of say, The Fringe or Jazz City,
yet it is an Edmonton entity custom-
made for export.

Until June of this year, when Calgary
inaugurated an off-shoot at the behest of
expatriate Edmontonians who had
performed in our festival, The Stroll
was the only one of its kind in the world.

What's involved is this: 110 poets —
most published, some not — read their
work at the 11 venues each hour in six-
minute spurts, and then rotate to the
next venue up the street.

Venues are as follows: Strathcona

about creative writing.”

The money for the p: has been
provided by the Alberta Foundation for
the Arts and the Canada Council
Explorations program, but because The
Stroll is not officially considered a
festival, it has never benefited from an
influx of funds that would encourage

“We fall between the niches of festival
ding. There's just no program for us

Legion, Varscona Books, S
Gallery, Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe
Strathcona Books, Blackdog Fr

there.

Misty Mountain, Athabasca Books,
Mama’s Bistro, Hugh McColl’s, and
Orlando Books.

Last year, the one-day leisurely blitz of
verse drew 600 people, accounting for a
total attendnnce of 1,500 once you factor
in the t by

The Calgary link is fostered purely
because the festival works well in cities
the size of Edmonton and the City on the

Bow.
“Each year, we've had a person
coming up from Calgary to our Stroll,”

says Doug
Elves, who
conceived

the festival
after seeing
the success of
an art gallery 8
walk in the |5
124th Street
area. “Last
year, three or
four of us
went down
there.”

In fact, one
reason
Edmonton
remains on
the poetry
map for this
verse-on-the-
hoof is

precisely  mrom lem): Vasilis C

Another adjunct to The Stroll is the
annual Stroll of Poets Anthology
containing more than 100 poems by the
performing writers; the ‘94 edition sells
for $10, and had its launch at
Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe this past
Friday, and copies of the book may be
found there, at Athabasca Books,
Orlando Books, and at today’s readings.
The Stroll begins and ends at the
Strathcona Legion. The 1 p.m. brunch
features veteran actor Walter Kaasa
reading selections from the anthology;

tickets are $10 at the door. The No Bards

Barred Bar
kicks off at5
p.m. at the same
location with a

try

“sweatshop”
hosted by

1| Jennifer Wynne

d Webber of CBC.
No plans have
been made yet
for the event's
fifth birthday,
but, says Elves,
“We're open to
suggestions.
There's some
interestina

anniversary

compilation.”
And the

flattery of

because of
Rith Donovan,
the lay of the
land in Old in the Stroll of Poets in recent years
Strathcona,

and the festival image prompted by The
Fringe. “This type of event is
appropriate to a certain size of city,”
says Elves. “I really do think it would
work in Ottawa, but not Toronto.”

For a festival boasting of such success
— The Stroll has spawned not only the
Calgary edition, but the Twelve Days of
Poetry featuring 44 poets in December
and January — the annual budget is
small: $5,000-$6,000 for The Stroll
proper, with another $12,000 for other
programs such as writing outreach
sessions in prisons and seniors homes,
and a bi-weekly reading series.

This past year, for instance, 26 poets
from the rolls of the Stroll of Poets
Society provided instruction in 13
outreaches, in locations ranging from
the Edmonton Penitentiary to the
Edmonton Space and Sciences Cemre.

Bert Almon and Doug Evnbolg: imitation is on

the eastern
horizon. “The
word is slowly
getting out,” says Elves. “I hear the
Saskatchewan writers’ guild is
interested.”
Words on the air

CBC Radio’s The Arts Tonight
broadcasts an
interview with
Robertson Davies next
Wednesday evening,
Oct. 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Davies’ new book The
Cunning Man, features
a cameo appearance
by Dunstan Ramsay,
the narrator of Fifth
Business in the
Deptford 'hl'lloe'

The show also has

Robertson Davies plans for a
retrospective of the work of Alice Munro

scheduled this month, the occasion

“The poets go in pairs to ¢
groups to hold workshops on poetry, lo
get them to write poetry and to talk

bemg the publication of her eighth book,
Open Secrets.

Histambefothe $HaKmMpovVandessieen

stroll of poets

Seventy-five poets will partic-
ipate in the first Calgary Stroll
of Poets today. The poets, all
from Calgary and area, will per-
form in groups of four at 10 dif-
ferent venues along 17th
Avenue and 8th Street S.W. The
stroll, sponsored by the Writers’
Guild of Alberta, will find the
poets marching and reading
between 1 and 4:30 p.m. Each
group will read at two locations.
Venues include Sandpiper
Books, Bagels & Buns, Peppers
Deli, Mount Royal Village (main
floor and lower level), Books ‘n’
Books, Melrose Cafe, The Croft,
Sandcastles and Decadent
Desserts. Judy Hamill of CBC
1010 will host a wrap-up party
and poetry sweatshop at the
Ship & Anchor Pub (534 17th
Ave.) starting at 5 p.m.
— Ken McGoogan

Calgary Herald Sunday, June 5, 1994
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A hundred poets

k& Stroll

give five-minute readings

BLOCK 1812
: OPEN STAGE
INn @ dozen Strathcona venues. 3-4PM.
2 ‘A Hested by
¥ L |/ Start the Stroll with Brunch, Finish the Stroll at the 4310082 =
: , = & Walter Kaasa performing, No Bards Barred Bar F et come t doer
o o YV llam, St ion. 5-8 p.m,, the Legion,
; « e it Legion. 10416-81 Ave. ’ | Ptk
; ! at Athabasca Books \ o the Arts
AP and the Legion till
s § Sl Sept. 28. $10 thereafter Launch
s eV

BUSTY MOUNTAIN ATRABASCA BOOKS

MAMA'S BISTRD BUGH Mcbatl's ORLANS® BOOKS
SUNFLOWER GALLERY |  GREENWOODS' STRATHCONA LATTE CAFFE BLACK BOS 104588-WHYTE Ave. | 8228-105 5t 10S07-WVTE Mve. | 10S15-WHYTE Ave. | 10846-WHYTE ue.
$201. 10320-82 e, | EROKSHOPPE BOOKS 0907 WHTTE e, | FREEROUSE e |
; IS WITEAre. | B217-10850 | 10425 WHYTE _
\ o W Richard Davies Nigel Dabasie Sean MeLean Yar Siavtych
: . w s T. Virginia Gilese Marianne Hang ky perraun Elizabeth Kirilio Frances Bernard
] Nuamsh Asiedu isabel Miller Suzarre oot rginia :
2:00-2:30P.M. m?osnuﬁrﬂ”x{: g& maaa:ma ak Ampem James Thurgood Audrey Whitson oa&J.:h E.t..xu! nﬂ;a!!l W”ﬁmgw Wirrio Lai Jo-Ann Godiray
Etaing Matus Carmen Sulivan Nmnhﬂe&a Tess Wikson i Richwd CA. £ : g
i Merecith Macinnis Myma Garanis Willam Nichols Philip Jagger Theresa Shea
srrie Edwards Paud Matwychuk Ken Wison s Hal Cashman Olga Costopoulos Mary T.McDonakd | Tamemy Dodd Lyle Weis
o Kurt ek o&:w Abod (RO 1 Al Fhowes GeraddHl o | praam Anyay Tom Emmers Guy Tessier DeanMcKenzie | Louss Munan
oaae Coy Valdis Gislason Teacy Mumay Lothar A. Krampol John King-Farlow Jean Car _.8_. Barbara Fraser Alison Nicholls Kath MacLean Wendy McGrath Jening Dumont
ki Peter Cole Vidow Bartce Aliscn Clarke Myriam Hempstock EJB. Yars Balan Paud Benza Innanna Ryang Karla Wolcshyn | Metinda Laramore
Francos A Wiy Sco8 Heyes e e Camen Sy
Undsay
Sandra Mooney Ancrew Thompson | Dean Hamp Paul Pearson Gall Sidonie Scbat
Ehves Ruth Anderson Victor Mio Candace Bamber | Annette Cannel hean Sundal Ellerbeck Jocko Amia Mioduchowsia | Sherri Richie Thomas Trofmuk
oo..oww!;aé Donavan Dowg Barbour Jeerifec Wynne Sert Amon Dianno Linder | ppou) nubaie Swzanne Cole Yar Stavasych Russell Johnston | Isabel Milar
SenMclesn | RchdDaves | Joqueine el Webber Faye Frandis Noamah ASe | iy perraun AockeyWhison | Frances Bamard | T.Viegiia Gitess | James Thurgeod
:00-4: : i Debea Stymoniak | Geraldine Matus Rebacca Luce-Kagier | Ampem Stewart Schwab Cormeia Hoogland | Jo-Ace: Godrey Marfing Kaln Tess Wilson
4:00-4:30PM. el e Carmen Slivan | Nichael Trojan Elaine Matus GordonKomg, | 2o
Wi Lo jooskpwene 5 Richard CA. Beaton Nicholete W1 “

*EACH GROUP PERFORMS TWICEe |
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Che Stroll

Paul
Matwychuk

Paul Macwychuk is
2 post, short story
writer and
<rossword puzzle
constructor
onginally from

Hamilton, Ontario.

His poemsand
stories have
appeared in Secrers
Jfrom the Orange
Cowmch and the
Grammateion. His
crossword puzzles

of Poets

Niagara Falls

(after William Wordsworth's “Nuns Fret Not™)

They fret not at their barrels” narrow room

As they travel over Niagara Falls;

Nor at how they’re thrown against the wooden walls
And feel the purplish bruises bloom;

Nor at the way the falling waters boom

With the sound of a billion bowling balls;

Nor at any of the blackening squalls

Which seem poised to speed them to their doom.
They know no matter how shrill the waters hum,
No macter how the planks begin to shake,

Or how high the plunge from lake to lake,

Or how many leaks they've plugged with chewing gum;
No matter how near 2 drowning death they come,
They know their homemade barrels will not break.

Pack o’ poets

Annual stroll invades Strathcona

BY CHARLIES MANDIL
TH RESEARCH FROM STEPHIN HUMPHRIEY

have appeared in
Dell Chempion
Crossword Puzzles,
the New York
Tines, and USA
Today. He knows
that a three-letter
word for “poctic
contraction™ is
always “o'er,”
“e'er,” or™"

tis”

.Marilyn
Diyemont

Marilyn Dumonc is
a writer, performer
and video-maker
from Edmonton.
She has been
publishing for cight
years and her
forthcoming
collection of poetry
entitled, A Really
Good Brown Girl,
will be published by
Brick Books in the
spring of 1995.

Marilyn considers
poctry performance
an inseparable part
of writing, that
writing is just the
beginning, that
performance is one
more stage of the
poem's completion.
Many of the themes
in her writing
intersect native and
women's issues.

leather & naughahyde

So, I'm having coffce with this treaty guy from up
north and we'relaughingachow crazy "the mooniyaw”™
are in thecity and the coaversation comes around to
where I'm from, asitdoes in underground languages,
inthe obliquewayit does to find out someone’s status
without actually asking, and knowing this, I say I'm
Metis like it's an apology and he says, "mmb," like he
forgives me, like he's got 3 big heart and mine’s
pumping diluted blood aad his voice has sounded
well-fed up'til this point,but now itgoes thin like he's
across the room taking another look and when he
returns he's got “this look,” that says he's leather and
I'm naughahyde.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Dyhn Thomas would bave loved
it. Poets proclaiming in bars
Poets yelling in bookstores, yowl-
ing in cafes, and shricking in auto
showrooms. In fact, more than 100
poets will once again unleash their
verbal verse in south Edmonton,
when the fourth annual Stzoll of
Poets takes place on Oct. 2.

Since it first began four years
ago, the Stroll has become as much
a partof autumn in Edmonton as
falling leaves. For one day, the
poets crowd together in various
restaurants, galleries, shops, and
share their past year's outpur of
poetry.

The format, more or less, is five
poets read at each venue for halfan-
hour and then rocate to the next stage
It creates a kind of happy anarchy in
Old Strathconas, with poets pontificat.
ing everywhere you walk

The quality of the poetry is..well,
democratic. Some poets have seven
books. Others have produced their
first seven poems. All are equally
cager to read their work,

Taking partin the stroll 1s casy.
Prospective poets sign up in ad.
vance. And presto hey, instant
audience!

Surprisingly, in an era when not
many people take time 1o read
poetry, the Stroll attraces a fair
crowd. Last year, ¢lose to 1,500
people showed up for the festival.
That's more than triple the number
who attended the first year.

The Stroll is the creation of poet
Doug Elves, Elves took his inspira-
tion from the 124th Street Gallery
Wallk, an association of are galler
ies that banded together to attrace
clientele through their regular
group shows.

Elves phoned up poets Ivan Sun-
dl, Bert Almon and Alice Majors,
and a festival was born. Well, ac
least a society was formed. Asked
about the socicty-which has a
board, meetings, and procedures=

Mary Mc Donald

Elves says: "It"s not all thatunique,
except for the faceic’s formed from
pocts.”

Elves stresses, however, that the
Seroll is an unusual entity. “Neo
one's doing this kind of thing an-
ywhere. It's a new thing.” As such,
it also comes complete with its
own set of problems.

The Stroll 13 not recognized by
official channels as a festaval, and
so falls through the government
funding net, They receive provin.
cial money, but have yet to sup at
the federal coffers. "Sull, there's a
certain momentum which comes
with being a socicty,” says Elves.

For example, the society has a
databasc with the names of some
200 poets in Edmonton. Plus, it
continues to fund and publish the
annual Stroll of Poets Anthology.
The book, & bargain at $10, coin-
cides with the event every year.

As well, the Stroll tried an out-
reach program on for size this year.
The poets conducted workshopsin
such diverse places as a penitentia.
ry and in senioe’s ressdences.

And come Christmas, there is-
what else?~but the Twelve Days of
Poetry. The 44 poets who read dur-
ing the Twelve Days are the favornites
from the Stroll, picked by a com-
munity jury. To keep things fair,
names are removed from the poet-
1y, and the writing is judged on its
OwWn merts,

Elves finishes grousing about the
Stroll's funding and growth, but
concedes: "It's the usual growing
pains of an organization.”

Even 1o, Stroll lore has already
come into being. Last year, car
salesman Hugh McColl offered up
his Auto Showroom on Whyte
Avenue as 4 venue. One stroller
reported that by the ume the whole
event was finished, McColl had
unloaded a rather pricy vehicle.

To us, that sounds like poetry in
motion.
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BY STEPHIN HUMPHREY

°n the last Monday of every
month there are impromptu
poctry sweatshops at Latee Caffe,
Whyte Avenue's reigning den of
offithewall happenings. If you're
into that kind of thing, the sweat-
shop formar s familiar: four
words stolen from a dictionary
are dropped in some would-be
poet’s lap; it’s then that particu
lar victim®s job to turn out a
poem under a deadline of min-
utes, and then perform the result
for the assorted bohos in the
room. Contestants are marked on
content and performance by the
age-old technique of applause
measurement. Presiding over all
the lunacy is Phil Jagger, the mad-
dest hatter of the bunch. *I'm the
reigning champ,” gloats Phil

Of the various sensitive souls
at Latte Caffe, Jagger is one of
the most familiar — be it as the
“raving stage host™ for Latte's
regular reading series, auteur-
organizer of the Cyberdada Tea
Party happening, or a retiring
tea drinker nestled among man.
ic caffiends. He's cur a figure
in the poetry scene for the lase

S aRarebasos b
L4k

The fool's journey

Performance poet Phil Jagger works the edges

bewilderment and annoyance 1o
rounds of applause. Either way,
his manic energy is impossible 1o
ignore. Years back, he could be
scen (and heard!) screaming bis

“Bands play in here. You get a
different crowd than the book
stores. Poetry readings in Edmon.
ton have grown. I think it's gone
beyond book stores and little ca-

“These guys have a big impact. When

Kurt Cobain sh
Homer died.”

poems from sereet corners. His
multimedia performances have
featured him dangerously husl
ing a teash can, playing 2 human
croquet ball, and — durning his
most recent Cyberdada appeac-
ance in August — he appeared in
a gas mask and monk’s robes,
yerked this way and that by huge
puppetsLOIngs.

“lt bad something to do with
the image of conteol — of being
manipulated by words, sounds,
fear of my words not being heard
in the first place,” says Jagger™1
put on the gas mask primanly
because | wanted people’s atten-
ton. The puppet thing happened
because one of my assistants need-
ed something to do, | could say it

was something profound, but then
ILFES (]

fer.” Jagger, himself recently plied
his trade on open stage night at
the Sawmill. Response was good,
except from the soundman, who
chewed him out for screaming
too close to the microphone
Jagger turns this lecrure around
into an amportant admonition
“Pocts need to learn proper mi-
crophone technique. That's very
important.” To aid in this ven-
ture, there 11 a2 mic available at
Latte for burgeoning performance
poets, Jagger is alsointerested in
setting up a video camera, which
opens up readers to such audio-
vitual avenues as MuchMusic's
"Word Up™ feature. "It"s grear
that anybody can go up and ury
something here. | chink it's im-
portant that anybody can try,
L L -

11t back and consnider.™
Perhaps book literacy
increases media aware-
ness. After all, Magshall
Macluban was an Eng-
lish professor.

Jagger's book will have
the dual tatle
“Generatzon XXXpresio-
Cappucino Angst (one
title upside down, the
other night side up, de-
pending on how you
hold the book). “Gen
XXX:Cap Angnt™ will
cover the territory of “ur-
ban mythos — descnbing
existence, life, pop cul
ture.” Mass media will
be the one of the allegor-
ical dragons he'll be
taking on,

Mythology has been
both fucl and albatross
to Jagger, who has the
(mis)fortune of myth
and allegory as his firss
language, which he then
must work at to make accessible 1o
audiences. “That"s pust how I think
about things. You think of George
going to the store; I think of it as
‘Once upon a time..."” Adding 1o
Lo Ry 2

of

Phil fagger |

1

couple of years. This alkzonully,i
dense epic i1 4 prime example of the |
personal being the mythical. “The
“Fool's Journey” is the joumney of life.
You're dering around, you fi

a poetry, art, or avantsomething
event that hasn't been graced by
his presence, He's sat on the
board of the Stroll of Poets So-
ciety, organized readings at
Strathcona Books, Cafe La Gare,
and, over the last couple of
years, has begun organizing his
own night of multimedia hap-
penings. Now he's coming out
with a book

Jagger has elicited various re-
actions over the years, from

r
:
|

14 - September 21.October 4,

One of Jagger's main concerns
is that his readings have an ad
hoc, spontancous energy, some-
thing just 4s important as content
i a live context. “At a reading,
people are not going to catch
every word. That doesn’t matter
if there's energy there, if there's
an emotional impact.”

Jagger s pleased with Latte's
open atmosphere, with the cof-
fee-quaffing crowds who are both
supportive and participatory.

1994 - 20

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
See September 21-October 4, 1994

Yer, for all his performance en-
ergy and pop culture hipness,
Jagger is releasing a book. This
choice has a certain logic to it,
*The written word gives you some-
thing you can walk away and keep.
The audio-visual goes steaigh to
your dream centre, makes you
more easily manipulated. Dreams
are where you work out how to
deal with reality, where you are in
the universe. TV hits you like a
bull out of a gun; reading lets you

roes, however, are Kurt Cobain,
Douglas Coupland, the spectre of
media, and the hipater bards of the
Beat set, which permeates mose of
his present work.

“Those guys have juse a3 big an
impact. When Kurt Cobain shot
himaself, it was like Homer died.”

“Gen XXXCap Angst™ will ex-
pand on Jagger's expanding personal
myth, “The Fool's Journey™, which
has found its way into his readings,
one way or another, for the pase

Beat poet Allen Ginsberg says, “Come on down to the Stroll of Poets this October, the 2. You'll dig it, Daddy-O!~

on, and then you fall off another
<M. That's life.” A lictle bae fairy
tale, a lictle bie Wile E. Coyote, and
a lotof bard knocks.

The image is quickly discernable
as the tarot card, featurning a merry,
cluckess traveller about to sep over a
precipice, a yappine nipping his
heels. However, Jagger doesn’t want
o dwell on the Rider-Waire implica.
vons. "It's about me. It's not a
meditation on tarot cards; all I can
write about is my own life.”

135



The Gateway, January 17, 1995, Page 15,

Item Aro1501

On the Twelfth Day...

Twelfth Day of Poetry

A bunch of poets with

THE ANNA BEAUMONT TRIO
& SIX GUYS NAMED DEB
City Media Club

January 14

review by SFHayes

I showed up late, since the City Media
‘lub has moved from wherever the hell it
vas before to wherever the hell it is now
5005-103 Street] and I didn’t care enough to
sk directions. When 1 did get there, I dis-
overed the place was packed. There were
rore than you could shake a cat at and
hat's afact. They handed out free berets and
ake goatees at the door, and, as soon as you
ntered, you were obliged to drink coffee
nd smoke cigarettes all night long.

I was struck by an overwhelming urge to
lay shuffleboard.

Of course, the poets were good. My
wvourites came near the end when Ivan
undal and Alice Major took the stage. It
vould not have been poetry without them.
hey are the masters. |
The highlight of the evening, for many,
vas the Anna Beaumont Trio. For those

ynorant few, AB is a local legend: she pex&1

yrformed at the closing ceremonies of the "88

Winter Olympics, she toured Canada in the
musical Beehiwe and then she became the
first, and only, white woman tosing with the
fantastic Supremes.

Well, the Stroll of Poets society commis-
sioned Anna to go through the ‘94 Stroll
anthology, and make songs from the poems
which jumped out at her. She chose about
ten from the 100 or so choices. This in itself
was the whole sucker deal of the night; see,
she kept secret the sources of the songs so us
scholars would stay to be surprised—dig?
We'd spend $10 for a ticket, and then extra
for drinks over the 6 to 7 hours, just to find
out if this one woman liked our poems.
Amazing.

Well, it goes without saying that my poem
was chosen. And why not? My romantic
visions translate into timeless words that
will transcend all boundaries, physical or
social. [t wasa classy honour. Unfortunately,
[ thought her version of my poem was too
upbeat and that all the songs sounded the
same, but yet|am obliged to purchase a tape
of the performance.

Afterwards, there was food for the fren-
zied folks and Six Guys Named Deb played
some great dancehall hits forusto groove to.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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Stroll of Poets

1995 Calendar

” ALITTLE NIGHT
MUSE-IC

The 12 days of Christmas have wound to a close, but there's still
time to take in the 12 Days of Poetry in Old Strathcona.

Hosted by the Stroll of Poets Society, the event features
readings by local poets at coffee shops and bistros and culminates
in a finale at the new City Media Club, 6005 103rd St., Jan. 14 at
7:30 p.m.

Poets Theresa Shea, Dean McKenzie, lvan Sundal and Wendy
McGrath will hold a reading tonight at 7 p.m. in The Commissary
Bistro, 11750 Jasper Ave. There will also be a reading Sunday at 3
p.m. in the Sugar Bowl Coffee Bar, 10724 124th St., with Jennifer
Wynne Webber, Jamie Edwards, Barbara Fraser and Debra
Shymoniak.

Admission is free to the first 11 days of poetry, though patrons at
the bistro readings are asked to observe a reasonable minimum
charge.

|

|

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 6, 1995

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

e CALGARY STROLL OF POETS
Join sixty Calgary area poets, on June 4 fror
1-4 p.m. in Calgary’s second annual Calgary
Stroll of Poets. The poets will walk from cafe
to cafe, bookstore to bookstore and other loc
tions along 17th Ave S.W. where they will rez
from their own work.

Calgary Herald Friday, May 5, 1995

Forty-four writers a-readin’

Fourth edition of Twelve Days a gift to Edmonton poetry fans

here’s a pair of mouthy types

speed-reading — or perhaps

even screaming — their way
across the Stroll of Poets Society’s
newly designed logo.

Since the society’s inception five
years ago, poetry in Edmonton has
taken a decidedly free-footed
approach. When The Stroll of
Poetry kicked off its first one-day
festival back in 1991, the idea was to
rein in what co-ordinator Jannie
Edwards calls the “hub of poetic
activity” that constituted Edmonton
spoken verse.

“Doug Elves, who originated The
Stroll, felt there was poetry going on
in the city, but that it was happening
in groups. And so you had the acade-
mic poets and the coffee house
poets,” says Edwards, now in the
throes of organizing The Stroll’s
Christmas off-shoot, The Twelve
Days of Poetry.

“Doug wanted to bring those
groups together. The idea of a stroll
is that it is literally a stroll, with a
half-hour between readings.”

This year’s fall festival was spread
among 10 Old Strathcona venues,
including pubs, book shops, bistros
and delis, and the Christmas festival
has expanded outside the South
Side locations.

Now in its fourth year, The Twelve
Days runs Dec. 27 and 29, then con-
tinuing into Jan. 4, 5, 7,9, 11, 12, 14,
16and 17.

If you count carefully, you'll see
those dates are missing one of the
12. A finale at the Media Club on
Jan. 20, brings together poets
selected by popular vote from the
previous 11 days.

Sounds a bit democratic, right?
Well, almost.

There was no campaigning among
the society's 140 members for the 4
reading spots in the Christmas festi-

N .,
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val. Instead, poets were chosen by a
disparate  11-member celebrity
panel (including librarian Barbara
Bulat, restaurateur Ernst Eder,
Works Festival artistic director Vin-
cent Gasparie, Celanese Canada
human resources director Gary
Shury, and the Edmonton Labor
Council’s Alex Grimaldi).

“Anonymous copies of the poems
in The 1995 Stroll Anthology were
sent to the selection panel,” says
Edwards. “They were told not to
rationalize or prioritize — just pick
your favorite 44.

“Sometimes, the results are a bit
odd, but that’s the way it goes.”

This year’s Twelve Days will fea-
ture such poets as Shirley Serviss,
Jocko, Bert Almon, Lyle Weis,
Vanna Tessier, Doug Elves and Ter-
ence Harding.

Next to the official Stroll, an event
that captures listeners from venue
to venue, The Twelve Days seems to
be the poetry event in town. Bistros
tend to draw audiences of40 to 50 to
the no-charge readings. And the
12th Day — the only day carrying an
admission charge — easily draws
150 poetry fans. A Celtic Ceilidh fea-
turing High Level-area school prin-
cipal, poet and musician James
Thurgood is scheduled for the cur-
rent Twelve Days, in addition to
readings by the final five.

“We decided to go post-Christmas
with the Twelve Days this year. We
found we weren't getting as good a
turn-out with all the Christmas
preparations people are going
through.”

At the moment, The Twelve Days
is the only event of its kind in
Canada. However, Winnipeg's Di
Brandt, whose Jerusalem, beloved

was shortlisted for a Governor Gen-
eral’s Award in poetry, is eager to
take ideas back to Manitoba at the
end of her tour of duty as the Uni-
versity of Alberta writer-in-resi-
dence.

So, who knows? The influence of
Wild Rose Country could spread
afar yet again. Coupled with the
recent Exporting Alberta program
instigated by the Alberta Branch of
the Canadian Authors Association,
the moves afoot to market literary
culture are becoming as novel as
the writers and the works them-
selves,

Last winter, The Stroll of Poets
Society even engaged the ever-so-
Canadian sport of hockey in a read-
ing series called Poetry Night in
Canada.

“So we're a very unsnooty group,”
says Edwards, herself a poet who is
aware of the sometimes highfalutin
image thrust upon poets and liter-
ary types in general.

As she likes to describe the after-
effects of the image artist Evita
McConnell has concocted for the
society, “We have big mouths, we
like to spout.”
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A wide range of poets perform short readings
in popular Strathcona venves Se pt. 2 4,

Schedule
Bronch: Stiatbcons Legion 10416 - 81 Ave. 11:00 am
Rending by Di B, U of A PoshinResidenc

SR < S

Tickets 58 in advonce of the Legion end Gramapbone Records, S10 of the doo
= Mo Bards Barred Bar: Stofcono Legion 5:00 pm. Admission FREE
Open Stage: (afié Soiel 10360 Whyte Avenve ot 3:00 pm.
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Books Bookshopp G & 10354 Whyte Ave. Froohouse Pizzeria (Alambro) 10640 Wiyte Ave.  Theotre
§728 105 et 10355 Wiyte Ave Coffee Co. 10533 Whyte Ave 10475 Whyte Ave 10507 Whyte Ave Books Lebby
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Soante Wight Temonce Mordng Jeandys WymeWebbor Do Eas Johen Godby Geneviewe Boyer Alzon Nichols Fom Emmens Kae Sok Inazase Fyane
Sackin Gober(cond
3p.m. oy Packeey Bava Le Duessoy Nchok ok Jotwlpns Vet Hacld (erhemon Moz Dougles Vega Gllese Dedea Shymenisk Jocquelies Wilors Jomes Tomgoed
1o Foul Metwychuk Suphen Scwr Myron Hemgatack Foyce Rody Hetton fot 1 BA Margune Hosy Lone B Tim Boweg Gerold M) Loa Bl
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WORLD SERIES POETRY — A weekly series
presented by the Stroll of Poets Society begins
Tuesday, May 14, 7:30 p.m., Persimmon Deli,
10768 Whyte Ave. Starting line-up will feature

poets selected by their peers at the 1996 annual
general meeting of the Stroll of Poets Society:
Alice Major, William Nichols, Moncrieff
Williamson and Paul Pearson. Admission is free,
but please observe a reasonable minimum
charge.

Edmonton Journal Friday, May 10, 1996

o STROLL WITH CALGARY’S BEST POETS
Join other Calgary poets, June 2, 1-4:30 p.m. in
Calgary’s third annual Calgary Stroll of Poets.
The poets will walk from cafe to cafe, bookstore
to bookstore and other locations along 17th Ave
S.W. where thev will read from their own work.

Calgary Herald Friday, March 22, 1996

A bit of poetry s good for the soul. You can expand your mind and stretch out your legs at the
Sixth Annual Stroll of Poets in Old Strathcona this Sunday. More than 100 poets will be per-
forming five-minute readings non-stop at a variety of venues; you can stroll rom place to place
to catch them all.

. Whem: Breadstick Cafe, Alhambra Books, Princess Theatre, Greenwoods' Bookshoppe,
% The Bagel Tree, Strathcona Books, Black Dog Freehouse, Misty Mountain Coffee, Athabasca
é Books, Mama’s Bistro, Bjarne’s Books, and Orlando Books.

-~ When: From 1 to4 pm. Sunday. Schedules are available at the above locations,

Tickets:

Tee
Also, on Saturday at 8 pm., you can hear Grenadian poet Merle Collins in the Skylight
oom, Stratheona Legion, 10416 81st Ave. Tickets are $6 at Orlando Books or §7 at the door.

5 Strol of Poets

Edmonton Journal Friday, October 4, 1996

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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Merle Collins brings her passion for verse to the Stroll of Poets

COVER ance is not necessarily the language that we would use
Ty 10 analyze print. There are certainly things that you'd
Hasm get from print that you wouldn't get from perform-

this as an app
Sm:ilol?oeuulpfeadoulovcr lZvcnnc- By
ldoing this people are forced to move, explore
and search. The mere act of secking out poctry during
the festival is a suiting image for the life inherent in
the medium. It ks definitely more than just words on a
page.

These are some of the ideas which Merle Collins, 2
poet and teacher, hopes to impart on the people of
Edmonton. For lack of a better term, Collins will be
headlining the two days of activity. She hopes not only
to enrich others but, also, to go home inspired by the
people of Edmonton.

'Ibopecoyvcalolandse:xlm

meaning poeuy on the papc and poetry performed, |
am hoping, where the Stroll of Pocts is concerned,
that I can seec a lot of what their methods are. Also,
from my experience as a writer shaped by the Carib-
bean and by the es of living
leewr I have in the world, 1 would have something
to in term of the content of the work and
in terms of the presentation of it | suspect that we'll
be learing from each other.”

Boen in Grenada, Collins has experienced much of

the world. She's taught in Grenada, St. Lucia, England
and is now 2 professor at the University of Maryland.
Although living through out the world affects her
work, it is her homeland which remains her key
influence

Collins found passion for poetry during her studies
for her first univenity degree. While studying English
and Spanish at the University of the West Indies in
Jamaica, she was introduced to authors who hit home o
her roots, Mecting writers who were expressing them-
selves in the context of a Canbbean tradition opened her
up to the world of creating literature. It was also a time
when she began to discover Caribbean literature.

“It's everything that shaped me. | guess it's always
lmpomm 1o any writer. A writer who ls shaped by the

or one in England or one in the

Unucd States. The question of origin and the influenc-
es that went into shaping the writing is always impor-
tant to writers, wherever they are.”

Collins’s poctry uses both English and Creole
languages. It smacks of humanity, relations and a

strong tie to her heri Content is 0 a0y
poet, but Collins also feels presentation should be 2
key focus. Included in her & was six
yemwnhmeAmcan Dnvn. am-hkhw

d d to perf d poetry fused with
African music.

Some may sce a definite gap b«wm poctry, 2
written form of exp and p av
medlum Collins sces (he dMalon more as cvolving

two b g ideals.

“For me, poetry is not only something on the page
but also poctry and presentation. Because of thae, |
lean very heavily ds 2 sort of perfi mode.
1 use some of my dramatic interests.

“The language that we'd use 10 analyze perform.

ance and that you'd get from performance that you
wouldn’t get from print.

“Even while I say it isn’t necessary to bridge the -
£3p, it is something that writers are always struggling
with. Simply because In some situations, like the class
situation, poctry is quite often presented on the page.
So writers, even as they're given to performance, find
themselves unlullng to convey on the page the
I think that struggle is
lhece and pefhap‘ the struggle will continue for a
long time as peoplec move owards find forms, other
than pring, in which to present the poetry. Although
the struggle is there and is going 1o continue, 1 doa’t
think it’s really a question of 2 gap necding 10 be
bridged. 1 think what needs to be done is 10 look for

forms of p of the work.”

1f writing allows Colli 0 express herself, lMl_w
is fair 1o state that xe.aln. allows her to develop
herself. She

courses In creative mumd(:nlbbesnmum,
Collins feels it is not only an opportunity to broaden
others, but also herself. She has taught since 1972 and
finds it a vital part of who she is.

“Teaching has always been an interest. Early on 1
taught high school in the Caribbean. I taught ac the
same level as 1 do now in England. It's been almost a
life-long interest. Throughout I've been interested in

literature, the use of language and discussing that with
students at varfous levels. I get satisfaction from
discussing it with people who are studying it. Also, in
a sense, 1 find when you are teaching you are clarify-
ing all sorts of notions. Not only for the class but for
youml! There's that kind of interchange that bap-
pens.”

History of the Stroll — Max Vanderstesty October 3-October 9, 1996
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Stroll of Poats welcomes
international author :

By Lisa Whittington
Merle Collins strolled a long way

to perform at Edmonton's sixth

annual Stroll of Poets.

Collins’ appearance marks the first
time the Stroll has featured an out- of
town author.

“I was too intrigued not to come,”
says Collins.

“I'm excited to see how the festival *

works and to hear the different

.. poets,” she says..

Originally from Grenada, Collins s

currently a professor of creative
writing and Caribbean literature at
the University of Maryland.

Doug Elves, Stroll Society member
and treasurer, asked Collins to be
part of the Stroll after seeing her
perform at the 1993 Toronto
Harbourfront Intemalional Poelry
Festival.

She was lhe highlight of the
Toronto festival, he says.

Collins is the author of two books
of poetry, two novels and a book of
short stories.

Her writings focus on humanity,
post-colonial Caribbean history and
a longing to return to one's home or
roots.

Collins began her appearance at the

~ Stroll with a lecture on Oct. 4 at the

University of Alberta.
She discussed Caribbean women

writers and performers

Increasingly Caribbean women are
writing about their experiences and
telling their stories on the page, she

- says.

“The situation has changed dramat-
ically. In the 1960s it would have
been hard to find even 10 Caribbean |
women whose work had been pub-

In the. 1970s and *80s publishing

_houses and audiences began to focus

more on the writings of Caribbean
women, she says..

Collins says ideas for poems or sto-
ries usually come to her in the form
of images. $

She says she usually visualizes a
written work before she sets it down !
on paper. - - <t

She stresses the nouon of poetry. as
something beyond written words on
a page.

Performing a poem for an audience
is just as lmpomnt as writing xl shc

“says.

Collins performed to a full house in
the Skylight Room at the Strathcona
Legion on Oct. 5.

She read several of her poems,
including Seduction, The Lesson and
Neighbor's String.

The Stroll of Poets was held Oct. 6.
It featured over 100 poets at 12 dif-
ferent venues.

Grant MacEwan Community College Journalist

October 16, 1996

Battle of the Poets

THEATRE

The 12 Days of Poetry
featuring 44 poets
n coffee shops around Edmonton

Math time. Let's see, now .. .6 limes 12is
2, which at four poets per day is 288. In its
ix-year history, The 12 Days of Poetry has
iven voice to 288 local poets. Well, maybe
ot quite that many —if some of them were
epeat performances. But
plethora of poets none-
heless. One may, in fact,
egin to wonder if Ed-
ronton even has that
\any poets. .or, perhaps
pore significantly, if it has

_—
==z

Myrna Garanis and Jacqueline Bell. Each
subﬁcqucnl day has featured four more
poets...and the crowds have grown as the
days go by.

Hooper explains that The 12 Days of Po-
etry developed as an off-shoot of the Stroli of
Poets, an itinerant poetic adventure taking
place in October. Stroll board-member and
founder Doug Elves “had this vision of wan-
dering poets in Old Strathcona,” Hooper ex-
plains. “Someone told him
he’'d be lucky if he got 20
people.” False prophecy.
Soon, the Stroll was such a
big event that members felt
the need to extend it—or,
more specifically, to select

nough poetry aficiona-
os to fill all those the cof-
e houses year after year.
Vell, if you share such doubts, Marilyn
looper hastens to dispel them.

The Stroll of Poets Society, which organ-
zes The 12 Days of Poetry, has over 200 mem-
rers. And the crowds? “Standing room
inly,” enthuses Hooper, the coordinator of
his unique annual event. “On the first night
{ the festival [December 27], it was minus
05 degrees.. but the Sugar Bowl was just
ucked * Those present on the first day of
poetry enjoyed their lattes in the presence
f local poets Linda Jennings, Ellen Wells,

STROLL o* PO=TS

some of the best Stroll con-
tributors and give them a
stationary position from
which to read their work.

“Poets submit their works anony-
mously to a panel of jurors,” Hooper says,
“which this year included local celebrities
such as Jan Reimer, Terry Wickham and
Walter Kaasa.” The jurors vote on their fa-
vourites, and the 44 best poets are invited
to take part in The 12 Days of Poetry. But
that process only marks the end of the
semi-finals; “Everyone votes on the best
poets in the 12 Days...and the top five get
to read on the final day.” This rigorous se-

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

lection process not only guarantees som¢
seriously good poetry by the 12th day; ¥
also assures that the poetry will appea
to a wide range of tastes and sensibilities
Allin all, one of the safest bets for poetry
this year.

Hooper also stressed that the Stroll o
Poets Society offers many opportunities fo
budding poets to share and stage thei
works. “After the 12 Days, we're launching

a Tuesday reading series, which will include
an open stage.” Novice poets who dare to
take the stage now may well find themselves
strolling along with the best of them come
next October...and then, the titie of All-Pow-
erful Overlord of Poetry will be...at long
last.. within their grasp!

It’s quite a contest. Check it out.

B
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Irish poet and priest tries a U of A refreat

By Bert Almon

hen Michael McCarthy, spiritual

director of the Ushaw Seminary at
the University of Durham, England, talked
to his bishop about sabbatical plans, he
said he would like to spend the time ex-
ploring the connections between spiritual-
ity and poetry~<by writing poems, a new
vocation he had been quietly exploring,
The bishop’s reply was direct: “Wonder-
fult” Most such leaves are given to pursue
theological or counselling studies. But the
bishop was sure that something fruitful
would come of this unusual request. For
more than six months McCarthy has been
at the University of Alberta, writing po-
elry, taking part in classes and becoming
an Edmonton celebrity.

McCarthy, a native of County Cork,
Ireland, decided to go far from the British
Isles: “1 imagined that by crossing geo-
graphical frontiers, expanding psychologie
cal frontiers would be easier.” One place
he investigated was the Banff School of
Fine Arts. That possibility led him to write
Alberta Culture for information about the
province, In reply, the director mentioned
that Edmonton has a thriving literary
scene, with a poetry festival, frequent
readings in bookstores and coffechouses—
and a creative writing program at the Uni-
versity. He inquired here and received a
letter from Pat Demers, chair of English,
offering him office space. “I thought that

Michael McCarthy

was very welcoming,” he says, and he dreams, Irish folklore, imagery of rural
decided to come, He has been a wekome  Ireland, and stories from the Bible to ex-
guest atthe University, where he has been  plore the inner lfe. He has found visits to
happy to talk about lrish poetry with Ven Begamudré, the writer in residence in
Douglas Barbour's modem poetry stu-  the English Department, very helpful in
dents. He has taken a Faculty of Extension  developing his craft. He had planned to go
course on “Writing as a Spiritual Prac- ~ to Washington, D, C. after Christmas to
tice,” from local poet Shirley Serviss. In ~ take a course on poetry and spirituality,
the firstterm he participated inmy ad- bt decided to stay here and pursue the
vanced creative writing course, addinga  practice instead of the theory.

great deal to the class by his wit and in-

sight, and contributing poems that use

golio Mg & POk

§ InEdmonton he has become a celeb-

3 fity in the poetry organization, “The Stroll
of Poets.” He took part in the annual festi
val in the fall, and was chosen on the basls
of his work to take part in a reading in the
annual holiday series, “The Twelve Days
of Poetry,” And by audience cholce he
was selected for the finale of the “Twelve
Days” series, where he was captured on
local television reading and singing a
song, His readings have a dramatic qual-
fty: heuses the full resources of both the
English language and his own voice. He
has just had a poem accepted by a leading
Canadian journal, Queen’s Quarterly, and
his work has been purchased by CBC Ra-
dio for the “Alberta Anthology” Series, He
has put off his departure from Edmonton
several times, but plans to return to Eng-
land in May, where he wants to take up
the life of a parish priest in a Yorkshire
village. If on his return he mentions his
stay here and anyone asks, “Why Edmon:
ton?* he will have much to say in reply.e

e

Dr. Bert Almon is a professar of English at the
University of Alberta and teaches modern
literature and creatioe toriting, He is currently
on leave o complete rescarch for his upcoming
book on writer William Hionphrey.

Foilo, March 21, 1997
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The spoken word bounces back in a high-tech world

BY JULIET WILLIAMS

tmmnkmmmyvmmwmmmm
hip places like ork and LA, think again. Poetry is
mmmmmmmmmmaa
mwmmmmm
on Whyte Ave., book l;n ‘m; Iy nrllcdnlwnh
poetry, CD recordings of spoken word and poetry for sale at
local record stores and, of course, Edmonton’s own Stroll of

Poeuyhnﬂw&l;d'::lundﬁmmmﬁm ml%wnk:.m“k

class any more. is everyone suddenly jumping on “I think that people ¢ to play
the poetry bandwagon? with words and language don't often think of
Muwpemledlhmnhm*mukvuonbu» any formal venues for it. And then all of a sud-
domi It dium and run a close sec- den!hm‘athc&rollolm...pcophplqym
Mm-odﬂmhdl«mdaunummhmm words and language all the time, but no one ever thinks
mmmmkwwma dkmbehgmyhmmuuwmidm
cussion and debate at public readings often gives poets take it anywhere, or perform it. I think the Stroll of
greater imaginative power and insight into thelr own work;

it ks interaction with other human ; playful with language, have a
feeds the psyche, nurtures the soul and reveals the answers knack with words or even phrases, here's a
whmfw.mmmr&lmewbhcm place where you can start trying it out.”

e poetty The Stroll
“People are going back to more substantial sorts of
about things,” local poet Nigel Darbasie. So what is the Stroll of Poets?

The revival of poetry can be seen as a sort of backlash
against the trappings of all things high-tech. Strip our cul-
ture to the bones and you'll find words.

“The fact is, what's in the computer has been put there,
You've got to write programs, you've got to take books and
put them on CD . . . I think people will tum back to older
rommebwkmmdmkmwmnmmwnl
come back, just as there are trends in music. You know,
there is technological overkill, technological oW

Many local poets credit it for rein-
venting, revamping and reviving the
local poetry scene. The Stroll,
which isn't s0 much a stroll as it
is a gathering, was the brain-
child of a few innovative

who wanted
an outlet for their own
poetic expression.
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The Edmonton Journal, Sunday, January 26, 1997 C5

Poetic voices soar
northern ‘mecca’

NORM SACUTA
Special to The Journal

Edmonton

o democracy and poetry mix?

Is that “elitist” art form many

a high school student came to

fear and loathe on the final exam

actually coming into vogue as the
voice of the common people?

- Of course, most of the great poets
of our modern era have always
maintained that poetry is the lan-
guage of the common person. Every-
one from Auden to Eliot, Gertrude
Stein to Erin Moure, has claimed
affiliation of some sort with the guy
and gal on the street.

“Sure, sure,” one can hear the
engineers and geologists in subur-
ban Edmonton say, “I've heard it all
before. Talk to me again when more
than 12 people show up at a poetry

‘Well, oh-ye-

little-faith,%
moment  has
arrived.  Last
weekend, more
than 350 people
shelled out
between $5 and
$8 apiece, and
packed th

co! &
Legion, to hear ¥gREC
the six most
popular poets
in Edmonton read from their work.

This was the finale of The Twelve
Days of Poetry, a reading series that
is an outgrowth of the much larger
Stroll of Poets, the born-in-Edmon-
ton festival held each fall in Old
Strathcona bookstores, bistros and
coffee houses.

The Twelve Days of Poetry offers
the best of that larger one-day festi-
val, with 44 poets chosen to read.
For the finale, those 44 are nar-
rowed down to six, determined by
audience balloting.

This year's favorites were Tim
Bowling, Michael McCarthy, Alice
Major, Shirley Serviss, Glen Kirk-
land and Mary T. McDonald.

“We had complete sell-outs for
the first 11 nights,” says festival
organizer Marilyn Hooper, a board
member of the Stroll of Poets Soci-
ety. “Attendance at the smaller
venues totalled over 600 people,
even before this finale.”

The 44 poets were chosen from
Tha. Mxall_af D,

noto Anthalami nom..

alive and thriving. And Tim Bowl-
ing, originally from Ladner, B.C,
says that his book Low Water Slack
went into a second printing in part
because of the sales generated in
Edmonton from his exposure
through The Stroll.

But what does such praise and the
rapid rise of public interest in live
readings really mean for poetry in
Edmonton? Shirley Serviss, for one,
told me she now writes more for the
performative aspects of poetry, for
how it sounds, rather than how it
looks on the page.

Is poetry adversely affected by the
demands of an audience? Has a
voice developed in the local writing
community, a set of approaches to
language or subject matter, that is
recognizable as a movement? On the
basis of the finale’s six poets, the
answer to both questions is, thank-

, 10, ‘
Mary T. McDonald, for example,
struck me as perhaps the most alive
for an Edmonton audience,
although not as adventurous stylisti-
cally as McCarthy or Bowling.

Her series, the Aunt Ellen poems,
provide a wonderful historical view
of Edmonton in the 1920s and '30s.
loquialisms and turns-

widow,” for example) is far more
important to our city’s living tradi-
tion than any of the buildings in
Strathcona.

Kirkland and Serviss differ from
McDonald in that the poetic ear of
each seems tuned more to the ironic
in everyday speech. One of Kirk-
land’s poems was a conversation he
once had with a plastics salesman in
which the man in question is oblivi-
ous to the irony of his contention
that people “ought to be more like
plastic — tough and reliable.”

The  second
half of the
evening took on a

W more philosophi-

histories.
Bowling’s
Family ~ Feud

amnoulatod an tho lvae Af hic tn

Higtory REAha s RLndlax angsesiesn

e THE WRITER’S GUILD OF ALBERTA
The Fourth Annual Stroll of Poets will be decidedly
sedentary compared to past years. Stroll over to
Michelanglo’s Workshop Cafe located at 1401-11th
St. S.W. for a day long celebration of poetry and
poets starting at 11 a.m. on June 8. A “Poetry
Sweatshop” with Judy Hamill will be held at 4:30
p.m. Call 265-2226.

Calgary Herald Friday, June 6, 1997

Street poets M

return with
second edition

¢ movement unique to

poeti ‘
Edmonton moves into 1ts
sophomore year with the
release of Songs of the Street: Volume

2 of Inner City Poetry.
Few of the poets will be

recognized

by name, admits

Michael Walters, a poet who is the

editor of th
were glean

e collection. 'l‘l}e works
ed from a reading held

last November at the Boyle Street

this projec

paper and

rhythmic

eople who have liv
gf hlardship to come out from these
emotions and put them down on

The $5 boo

An anthology of works
festival will also be available
through Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe,

Orlando Books and A

t has done is allow

get them out. It's a

ic thing for them.”
oD k is%narketed through
the street vendors of Our Vowe.
“1¢'11 be around until all of the
copies sell,” says Walters, adding
that last year’s 1,500-copy edition
sold out before the snow flew. In
Volume 2's first week on the streets,
more than 250 copies were sold.
Next up on Edmonton’s poetry
circuit is The Stroll of Poets on Oct.
5, a festival that has spawned
editions in Calgary and Toronto.
As in the past, venues th}‘oughout
0Old Strathcona will be en_hsted in
the cause for verse, rhyming,

and otherwise.

(@R

e,

| Co-op featuring 21 inner city poets.
“The poems in this book are’gulte

strongly indicative of §truggle,_ says

Walters. “One of the biggest things

ed through lots

orks from the

udreys Books.

— Gordon Morash
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STROLL OF POETS

The eighth annual Stroll of Poets
take place Saturday in Old
Strathcona starting at 1:30 p.m.
Venues hosting poets include
Orlando Books, Breadstick Cafe,
Alhambra Books, Greenwoods'
Bookshoppe, The Bagel Tree, Mis
On Whyte, Athabasca Books,
Travellers Antiques and Internatiol
Hostel.

To gather energy for the stroll, tak
in the brunch at 11 a.m. which wil
feature a performance by guest
reader Tim Lander at noon. Ticket
are $8.50 in advance at Orlando
Books.

Edmonton Journal Monday, September 28 1997

osesarered

Shakespeare and Keats may not have been from
Edmonton, but the city's vibrant literary community showcases
its local talent at this year's Stroll of Poets. It's a “smorgasbard” of
poetry at the annual October stroll this Sunday. Listen to local
poets read and perform their works. Sheri-D Wilson, known for
her innovative and dramatic performances, will be the special
guest poet.

Where: A number of venues in Old Strathcona

When: Sunday, Wilson performs at Smorgasbard Brunch at 10
am. The Stroll goesfrom 1 to 5 p.m. The festivities continue at the
NoBards Barred Bar at the Strathcona Legion, 1041681st Ave.

Cost: Free. Tickets for the Smorgasbard are $8 in advance (avail-
able at Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte Ave,) and $10 at the door:

Histane oS aHl iy B Mands abesn

Book time for
kids’ festivals,
Stroll of Poets

October events put readers
in touch with writers, storytellers

ROGER LEVESQUE
Special to The Journal
Edmonton

urling up in your

favourite armchair

with a good book is
only one way to commune
with the brains behind the
words on a page. This
month publishers,
booksellers and the authors
themselves are inviting you
to connect in person
through a fall festival of
words.

It begins tonight when
the Young Alberta Book
Society holds its annual
Celebration Of Authors
And INlustrators, focusing
on children’s literature.
That's just a teaser for the
group's Chrysalis event
(formerly Young Alberta
Book Festival, running Oct.
14 to Nov. 8) which puts
authors in Alberta schools
and libraries to entertain
young readers.

On Sunday it's time for
the 7th annual Stroll Of
Poets, a day-long series of
readings in various venues
around Old Strathcona that
brings a wide cross-section
of poets and storytellers in
touch with a live listening
audience.

And finally, The Word Is
Out! (formerly the Alberta
Book Fair) hits the Old
Strathcona Arts Barn on
Oct. 26, expanding the focus
to include authors of
national and international
significance. As these
affairs build on past
successes, it seems that
reading is alive and well in
Alberta.

=

The Celebration Of
Authors And INlustrators
to be held this evening
usually brings out around
200 people, mostly teachers,
librarians and parents who
meet to share information
about children's books.
Tonight 20 recent books
will be covered with 16
authors or illustrators
discussing their work,
including veteran authors
like Tololwa Mollel and
Monica Hughes, and recent
newcomers to Edmonton
like Kyrsten Brooker:

(It starts at 7 p.m. in the
McCauley Chambers,
Centre For Education, One
Kingsway Ave.; Admission
for non-members is

50.

Marg Stephen knows the
joy of bringing good books
to children. Apart from
having several well-read
kids of her own, she’s the
executive director of the
Young Alberta Book
Society. Over the past 20
years the non-profit
organization has been
responsible for encouraging
thousands of young readers
and writers.

“When you have the
opportunity to attend one of
these readings and you
watch the expressions on
the kids’ faces, it's just
magic,” says Stephen. “And
the spinoff in reading and
writing is just amazing.”

While Stephen has
noticed an increase in the
number of books being
published for young
readers in Alberta, she is
concerned about how the
industry is holding up
given funding problems.
Alberta publishes some of

the most sophisticated
works anywhere, from
picture books right through
to young adult fiction, and
it's become apparent that
kids also enjoy reading
stories that are centred in
their own province.

The Chrysalis Festival
held later this month will
see 40 authors or
illustrators visiting over
200 schools or libraries
around the province (last
vear there were 577
readings in over 100 towns
or cities around Alberta).
Special guest author Kevin
Major from St. John's, Nfld.,
will also appear at the
Children's Literature
Roundtable here Nov. 5

=

The Stroll Of Poets just
keeps expanding. In fact the
7th annual afternoon of
readings this Sunday will
involve 137 authors reading
in eight venues around Old
Strathcona, all engineered
by about 55 volunteers and
the society’s board.

The authors have ranged
from age 14 to senior
citizens. Each one gets a
ten-minute reading and
everybody gets published in
an anthology of the festival.
Publicist Michael Walters
talks about how the
connection between
authors and listeners has

grown:

“It's really become a
community in a way and
there was a need for that.
People enjoy going out to
read their stuff and to
listen to others read, and it
benefits them all. It
developed from people’'s
need to express themselves,
and performance poetry
has become quite popular
alongside written poetry
There's an extra dimension
there, with more emotion
and the body language of
the people who wrote
| Shag

Walters says the poems
range from occasional take-
offs on the beat poets to
material inspired by family
life, relationships, almost
anything.

Poets earn a $10
honorarium for the
readings but attendance is
free for the public.

This year internationally
known Calgary-born
feature
poet/playwright/actress
Sheri-D Wilson (her recent
collection Girl’s Guide To
Giving Head is from
Arsenal Pulp Press) kicks
off the day at a special
brunch in the Strathcona
Legion (at 10 a.m.,
performance at 11:15;
tickets are $8 in advance
from Orlando Books or $10
at the door).

Stroll Of Poets runs in
four sets starting every
hour from 1 p.m., with five
poets in each set at each of
the following venues:
Breadstick Cafe, Alhambra

Antigues and Orlando
Books. Misty On Whyte will
host an open stage at 3 p.m.

Finally, the No Bards
Barred Bar convenes in the
Strathcona Legion at 5 p.m.,
where Dean MacKenzie and
the jazzy Jupiter Trio will
perform Allen Ginsberg’s
epic poem Howl.

Edmonton Journal Thursday, October 2, 19;9%5
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Smorgasborg of Poets

Stroll of Poets

at various venues in
Old Strathcona
October §

by Don Iveson

What better venue for the Annual
Stroll of Poets than Edmonton’s cultural
nexus itself: Old Strathcona? Poets of all
shapes and sizes will be reading their
work for your entertainment and enlight-
enment this Sunday. Over 130 poets,
young and old, professional and amateur,
will take you to places you've never been,
and take you back to places you forgot
existed with hundreds of original works.

The Stroll of Poets was founded seven
years ago as a non-profit society to give
local poets an opportunity to perform
publicly, and now holds several reading
events each year around Edmonton. Also,
the society publishes an anthology of po-
ems by Stroll of Poets members, the 1997
edition of which will be available at
Whyte Avenue bookstores sometime in
December.

The events will kick off at 11 a.m. this
Sunday with a brunch at the Strathcona
Legion (10461-81 Ave) and a performance
by Vancouver poet Sheri D. Wilson. Her
third collection of poems — Girl’s Guide
to Giving Head (1996, Arsenal Pulp Press)
— has helped to further establish her in-
ternational status. Stroll organizers are
very pleased to have this world-renowned
performance poet to open the “poetry
party” (just a littie bit of alliteration to get
you geared up!)

After the brunch, poets will stroll to
several venues around Strathcona, includ-

ng the Breadstick, the Bagel Tree,
fraveler’s Antiques, and Greenwoods,
Alahambra, Orlando and Athabasca
3ookstores. In addition, there will be an
ypen stage at Misty Mountain Café.

In the evening, the Legion will be
nystically transformed into the “No
3ards Barred Bar,” where Dean Macken-
tie will perform Allen Ginsberg’s pro-
rocative classic “"HOWL” accompanied
sy the Jupiter Trio jazz ensemble.

This year’s Stroll promises to be a
jreat opportunity to hear the work of our
ocal poets, as well as a chance for them
o share with you. Just remember, an au-
lience is necessary for there to be a true
rerformance, so go Strolling this Sundav!

The Gateway, October 2, 1997

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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7th Annual

The ==y

troll

of

OCtS

Sunday, October 5
in Old Strathcona

10 a.m.  Smorgasbard Brunch

Special guest poet Sheri-D Wilson

Strathcona Legion Griffin Room, 10416 - 81 Avenae
Daors asd brunch at 10 a.m., performance at 11:15 a.m.
Advance Tickets $8 available at Orlande Books, 10640
Whyte Ave. until October 4. $10 at the door.

Sheri-D Mim is a poet, playwright and actress known for her scintillating and poetic

presence. She has performed her poetry and ose-woman shows across Casada and the
U.S. Her most recent book is Girl’s Guide fo Giving Head, Arsensl Palp Press.

“She acts. She dances. She writes. But it's as a performance poet that
Calgary-bore Sheri-D Wilson has built her interaational reputation.” - Julia Beane

tpm.  The Stroll of Poets s listed below.

5 p.m. The No Bards Barred Bar at the Stratheona Legion, 10416 - 81 Avesue.
Dean MacKeazie and the Jupiter Trio perform Allen Ginsborg's classic

work, HO W [
Breadstick Alhamb Greenwoods® Misty Athabasca Traveller Orlando
Cafe Books Tha Bagel Jree On Whyte Books Antiques Books
10150 Whyte 10309 Whyte  'O354WIYI® Y0355 Whyte 104588 Whyte  8228- 105St. 10533 Whyte 10640 Whyte

Ave

1PM.

to 1:30

Jocko Karea Press

Tom Ermens Mary Howes Geoff Kaziw Barbara Fraser Piecrette Regeier

Jo-anse Gedfrey Nasey MacKearie See Marcheimer Setan Larcombe Suzanse Cole Phyliss Shoell Madeleica Schiller
Lyle Wais Loais Mesan Linda Damont Taras Torothesks Debbia Shymasiak Kevin Steel Jin Short

Setan Lawion Parels Yoarg Garry Brows Dean McKeazie Harold Cashrean Taeya Disa William Cosmbes
Nichsls Pias Myriam Homstock  Shirley Sarvits Acdrey Whitsen Ross Micdochowrka  Caedyea Neill Backis Garber-Conrad

2P M. A T R

to 2:30

Kan Wilses Jeas McKenzia Vanea Tessier Gordon MeCrae Ah Mei Chesag Joe Rizzute Tosi Owes
Michael Walters Alice Major Asdcow Thompsza  Daerel Yackslic Sige op ot 2:30 p.m.  lan Gough Jarat Hird Rebezes Schalleabcg
Paal Wilson Gerry Detto Pritam Atwal Juse Smith-Jefferies with host Ivas Sundal James Thergood T. Viegisia Gillese
Tasya Emont Chargl Chamberlain  Sally lto Macy T. McDonsld Losis Moras Gesrge Briae Asse €. McLellan Maxwell Foster

Linda Jesaisgs David Hoggett Paal Matwychek Myrea Garasis

T R TR B TRt g 3 PM. I

to 3:30

Meteaife Jr.

Faye Fraseis

Retti Lebay William Nichels

Reth Asdersos-Donovas  Fabisn Jessings Tara Allen Jobs Kisg-Faclow Themas Zavier

Fred Asderson Gina Yarty Asaa Marie Sewall  Joyce Haeries OPEN STAGE Mari Bergen Weady McGreath Tecesce Harding
Philip Jagger Margaret Macriott  Rebecea Traquai Jesine Demost starfeat 3p.m.  Heles Lavender Laarie 0'Shasgheessy  Anse Marshall
Geealdine Matas Doag Elves Doag Sehill Tracy Murray Katby Fisher Jacqaie Bell Piater de Yos

Asse LeDressay Adriease Campball  ~ Karla Walsthyn Su:lr‘t .::::q Glenn vas Sehaliowyk

T T R R T 4 N, e R T U

to 4:30

Joyee Pinckeey Themat Trofimaek Lothar A. Krampol  Richard Davies Carmes Lisdsay Kath Mclean Cheis Ballack
Arsie Wachoas Joyce MacDzaald Johe Zapantis Dasielle Daltsa Asaetle Cansell Christise Kasisick Jim Pateak
Jzed dePester Mary Weodbary Yeleas Brodeky Donald Batler Evita MConsall Kim Sedgawick Jason Olgan
Ruiseke Gerdise-Lesgle  Sherry Barks Johe Clark Mcijan Megla Terry Scorback M. Jessie Froet Raws Sidor
“Lea Glarach Catherine Patrick Maccia O'Corsor Trevor dekart Jasais Edwards Geraldioe Shialds

History of the Stroll — Max V4tfi¥r&efctober 2-8, 1997
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12 DAYS OF POETRY

The 12 Days of Poetry return during the seventh

season of the Stroll of Poets. Between Dec. 27
and Jan. 10, 44 poets selected by a community
jury of well-known Edmontonians will give voice
to the feelings of us all during The 12 Days of
Poetry. Each night four poets recite in a favourite
bistro in town. The audience at each of the first
11 days of poetry is asked to cast ballots for the
two poets they would most like to hear again.
These ballots are tabulated and the five poets
who have the most votes are invited to recite
again at the 12th Day of Poetry, Jan. 17 at the
Hellenic Cultural Centre. This year the poetry will
be augmented again by a poets’ party with local
R&B band, The Rault Brothers Band. Tickets are
$5 in advance at Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte
Ave. Tickets at the door $8. Admission to the
first 11 days is free, but please observe a
reasonable minimum charge.

THE 1ST DAY OF POETRY — Jocko, Jennie
Frost, James Thurgood and Anne Le Dressay,
Saturday, Dec. 27, 7 p.m., Station X Cafe, 7704
104th St.

THE 2ND DAY OF POETRY — lan Gough,
Anne Marshall, Lothar Krampol and Pierrette
Requier, Sunday, Dec. 28, 3 p.m., Station X
Cafe, 7704 104th St.

THE 3RD DAY OF POETRY — Kathy Fisher,
Gerry Brown, Pieter de Vos and Mary T.
McDonald, , Dec. 29, 7 p.m., Station X
Cafe,77041041hSt

THE 4TH DAY OF POETRY — Joe Rizzuto,
Geoff Kuziw, Joyce MacDonald, Ruth Anderson
Donovan, Friday, Jan. 2, 7 p.m., Grounds for
Coffee, 10247 97th St.
THE 5TH GAY OF POETRY — Myrna Garanis,
JermDunom.JoycePhdmey Geraldine
Matus, Saturday, Jan. 3, 7 p.m., Grounds for
Coﬂ‘ee 10247 97th St.
THE 6TH DAY OF POETRY — Toni Owen,
Phyllis Shuell, Jannie Edwards, Carmen Syiva
Lindsay, Sunday, Jan. 4, 3 p.m., Grounds for
Coffee, 10247 97th St.
THE 7TH DAY OF POETRY — Linda Jennings,
Terence Harding, Thomas Trofimuk, Laurie
O’Shaughnessy, Monday, Jan. 5, 7 p.m., La
Boheme, 6427 112th Ave.
THE 8TH DAY OF POETRY — Mari Bergen,
Pamela Young, David Huggett, Richard Davies,
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 7 p.m., 6427 112th Ave.
THE 9TH DAY OF POETRY — Audrey Whitson,
Williams Nichols, Fabian Jennings, Rebecca
Schellenberg, Wednesday, Jan. 7, 7 p.m., La
Boheme, 6427 112th Ave.
THE 10TH DAY OF POETRY — Lyle Weis,
Trevor Dekort, Jo-Ann Godfrey, Anna
Mioduchowska, Friday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m., Sariena’s
Cafe, 10158 97th Ave.
THE 11TH DAY OF POETRY — Sally Ito,
Candyce Neill, Marcia O’Connor, Anna Marie
Sewell, , Jan. 10, 7 p.m., Sariena’s
Cafe, 10158 97th Ave.
THE 12TH DAY OF POETRY — Saturday, Jan.
17, 7 p.m., Hellenic Cultural Centre, 10450 116th
St. Featuring five audience favourites of the first

Edmonton Journal Friday, December 26, 1997

POETRY

Wouldn't you know it

here come the poets
Qld Strathcona site of 12 Days of Poetry

GORDON MORASH
JOURNAL B0oOKS EDITOR

Edmonton

-~ It might seem like the
‘Edmonton literary world's Box-
ing Week sale, but while the
goods arepriced tomove, they
‘are hardly bargain-basement
hand-offs.

The“it” is The 12 Days of
Poetry, the 7th annual post-
Christmas celebration of the
written and spoken word that
begins today and concludes
Jan.17.

This off-shoot of The Stroll of
Poets pulls together 44 poets in
five venues, all of them coffee
housesor bistros.

Thefestival is the only one of
itskind in Canada and, last
year, drew more than 700 people
to hear the poetsread in 15-
minute spurts.

*“We keep outgrowing our
venues,” says Doug Elves, the
co-ordinator of the festival.

' Thefinale itself has been
moved five times since the festi-
val'sinception. Last year’s
stand at the Strathcona Legion,
for instance, drew 250 people.
Because Elves expects atten-
dance torise to more than 300,
the event, which features read-
ingsas well asa dance with the
Rault Brothers, has been moved
to the Hellenic Cultural Centre.

Thefestival is a most egali-
tarian affair. Poets for The 12
Days are chosen from The Stroll
of Poets Anthology by ajury of
nine artistically sympathetic

Preview

The 12 Days

of Poetry
What: Local poetry festival
Featuring: Poets selected by
jury and public ballot
Where: various locations, Old
Strathcona
When: Today through Jan. 17

“The goal is to advance

the popular base of

poetry.”

— poetry festival co-ordinator
Doug Elves

citizens—notall of them poets
or even writers — with the
finale’s lineup composed of five
poets chosen by audience ballot
from the previous 11 days.

Edmonton poetry festival
organizers, grouped together as
the non-profit Stroll of Poets
Society, have seen one of their
children fall into the hands of
would-be imitators. The Stroll,
traditionally held in October,
has been embraced by the Cal-
gary arm of the Writers’ Guild
of Albertafora summer festi-
val. There also have been
enquiries from Halifax and Vic-
toria for alternate Stroll edi-
tions.

The 12 Days, however,
remains an event unto itself, a
homegrown entity that, sofar,

has stayed home.

“Thegoal of the Stroll society
istoadvance the popularbase
of poetry,” says Elves, agreeing
that an expansion to other cities
would seem a logical next step.
“We'd like to see that happen,
but asa volunteer society, we
don’treally have the resources.
At seven years, we're reaching
thestage where we're looking at
more ambitious activities.”

Admission for the first 11
days isfree, though festival
organizers encourage attendees
tohonour at least a minimum
chargeat the venues.

The Jan. 17finale at isthe
only ticketed event; tickets are
available either in advance ($5)
at Orlando Books, or $8at the
door.

The anthology, a collection of
worksfrom the 132 poets partic-
ipating in the 1997 Stroll, is
available at Greenwoods' Book-
shoppe, Orlando Books and
Audreys Books.

Day-by-day times:

B Dec.27(7pm.), 8(3pm.)
and29(7p.m.) at Station X Cafe,
T704104th St.

M Jan.2,3(7pm.)and4(3
p.m.)at Grounds for Coffee,
1024797th St.

B Jan.5,6and 7(7pm.)atLa
Boheme, 6427 112th Ave.

B Jan.9and 10(7pm.)at
Sariena’s Cafe, 10158 97th Ave.

B Thefinale: Jan. 17(7pm.)
at Hellenic Cultural Centre,
10450 116th St.

Edmonton Journal Saturday, December 27, 1997
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Poets praise
power of the
self-published

community in Edmonton,"
Srmummm Mioduchowskaseys when asked
[ aboutthe ffect o The Strll n her
deelsion to publish er ovm
(s earlyeveningona weeknight  colecton, Some Souls Do elln
IatCaIelaGareinOld Flowerpos. “Withoutthe Stroll e'd
Strathoona, place where you'e  only havetheuniversity andthe
ikely tosee young men and womenat  community based there."
anytimesiting with notebooks open, G agres, and otes thetthe
pensposed, waitngfor themuseto  selesf her book, [ drieuththevi
hit 96, aredependent on that audience.
There have bee times whenacafe “The trollisth biggest growpof
Tveentered issofullof twenty- ~ supporters who buy our books”
somethings with open notebooksve  And it maybe nereasingly that
wondered f merely appearingtobea  caims against el publishing hold
Wit ina public way has superseded Lt sway inthecase o Canadian
theard, uualy rivate and slted W%whl?m ' ot Uan, Te Journel
Wtnostybbonigee PO ot oo, Wyme G ko horor st
Appearance has becomethenew  therbooksof S0oopiesandaquiek gl e o e L i S
allmerk o a generation rased on glameatalmmnyedmialbwd
the visual image over and abovethe fttamm
Writen one, But this doesn't mean
i e [itrioution the first obstack
gl
Without talent or i age of easy aceess
attention, Nor ischangeintheway  publishing programs s Caneda
e i 8 e b Only afew, selectlocal bookstores carry works ofocal poets
artistoand writrsof the youngest  separates lgitimate” poetry ;
generation, mhlnhmﬁnm"self“mblmw ecauseoly independen el bookstores
IvecometoLaGaretotakwith ~ Whathasled tothe ncreasein el alkelytocanyther ks,
three wellknownlocal potsabout publishing localy s wel, i the distbution e roblm fcing et
theirforay into selfpublishing. Outof - nabiltyof most ntional pressesto | piblitedwrites. :
the local poery festival The trollof  dequately understand therisecf i W Jocko's A Anarchit Dream,for exampl, s
Poet, hasemergeel a publicitening  local markets. Benoit(vho wrtes | alabefrom Greenwoods Bokstoppeand
and writing audience or poefry that  under the peudonym Jocko) sent is ] OrandoBooks £ ik
may be unprecedented anywhereelse  manuscript, An Anarchist Dream, to ,,‘" John King Farlow,  reired Universty of
inthecomtry Folowingonthis 3 publshers,allof whom refected it -} Aberta ooy profesor and el pet
audience has beenachapbookand  Mioduchowskals rejctions came | ) vhose popularity s een iy estabhed
privatepublishing explosion hat s from presses outside Edmonton, ) by TheSol b een enbeterat
been fedingthat audience. presses shesays faled to understand maretnghis ook, Words e UpLike
Anna Mioduchowska, Myma the potential for tapping into a local Finﬂks.m?ﬂltmntnmdepemt ;
Garanisand Jaoques Benoithave  market Her bookdid finalycatchthe booktore 1 0 Srthona s ook
been known tothe local poery sene aftntion of ocel pubisher Rowan avelableat e Universityof Aerta
sinoe well efore T Stoll of Poets ~ Books, which plans o bringuta ) Bookstoreandat Coles nd SmihBooks n
tegm Aldreewrieshae ooltonol berpoensin efl WesbimmMal
beenpublished extensively withinthe Bt Mioduchowska, whois 00m1mul]xmdepgnden(magame
webof small lterary magazines ~ orignllyfrom Poland, refuses o ; stmmdlgsHUBCmrwﬂlmrryself«
across Canada hatarefunded by the  acoep the legitimacy of one formf published it :
Canada Comei, publshing overanother: n Pland, in Here are ome recentsefpublished. *
But with The Strollof Poets,all et before theall of Communism, Yl s aveabe i Od Sathoonar
three writrs'strategis forreaching - selFpublishing wasthe only kind that from the authors themselves. Look fo thse authars f readings during The Stroll
avideraudiencebeganochange.  actuallyofferedarel thinking, of Poesin Octber.Thisionlya prtal it ver the past e years oherchapbooks ave appeare from Mary
Along with that changehascomea  alternative voice, MacDaonald, Ivan Sundal, Doug Elvesind others:
moreradical and vocirous “PeoplcredisidentsWhenthey 8 The Last Dancing Princss and Other Poms by Fege~ WLjeiso Bavef Corn lkesty Rusell dohmston.
ingistence onthe egitimacyof slf-  selipublish shesays. ‘At onefimen  Fyancis Wén Anarchist Dramby ocko
ublishing Poland youcoudbeavetedoreven W riewith thenlepy Myrma Geranis 0 Some Souls Do Wl n Flwerpos by Anna Miodu
Wi haveastrong coseit peery - ovminga pholocopy machie” W ords Rise pLike Firfsty JoningPetow~~ chomka

Edmonton Journal Sunday, July5, 1998

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

STROLL OF POETS

The eighth annual Stroll of Poets \
take place Saturday in Old
Strathcona starting at 1:30 p.m.
Venues hosting poets include
Orlando Books, Breadstick Cafe,
Alhambra Books, Greenwoods'
Bookshoppe, The Bagel Tree, Mis
On Whyte, Athabasca Books,
Travellers Antiques and Internatiol
Hostel.

To gather energy for the stroll, tak:
in the brunch at 11 a.m. which wil
feature a performance by guest
reader Tim Lander at noon. Ticket
are $8.50 in advance at Orlando
Books.

Edmonton Journal Monday,
September 28, 1998

Poetry in motion

More than 140 poets will be versifying this
Saturday afternoon at the eighth annual Stroll of
Poets. Walkers can check
out poets who will be
reading from their works at | %
venues in Old Strathcona.
Before the stroll there will
be a brunch featuring
Vancouver poet Tim
Lander. After the stroll you
can wax poetic at the No
Bards Barred Bar and
Poetry Sweatshop.

Where: Brunch and bar
at the Strathcona Legion's
Griffin Room, 1041681st St.
Readings at Orlando Books,
Breadstick Cafe, Alhambra
Books, Greenwood's
Bookshoppe, the Bagel
Tree, Misty on Whyte,
Athabasca Books, Traveller Antiques, the
International Hostel and an open stage.

When: Brunch at 11 a.m., Lander performs at
noon. Readings at 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 430 p.m. Bar at 5
pm.

Cost: Brunch $8.50 in advance with tickets
available at Orlando Books. Readings are free.

Edmonton Journal Monday, Oct¢4€y 2, 1998



BY SCOTT LINGLEY Ave

erhaps you recall this classic
pp(r\(-\'llh'“dl' tales the denizen
of a smow-swept northern city
awakes from a night of cerie visita
tions. He runs to his window
we sash and yells to a

“You there, tell
me quickly, what

dxy is n?*

“Why, it's the
Eighth Day 01
Poetry, sir,

o nua—-ll- reply.

l

“Hail your own ¢ab, y'old bas
tard,” says the callow youth

Okay. Maybe the story ksn't that
familiar, but it has a moral lovers
of poetry in Edmonton should bear
in mind. The nn. folk
1 ht you the &

Poets o are

present-
u>‘ lhu ir annual winter event, The
12 Days of Poetry. By the time you  the
read this, there will be few

) soe some of Edmonton’s
versifiers in action,

It all started back in October

he Stroll of Poets in Old

when 144 poets occu-

ous venues on Whyte

d lhny original nmh

‘-uho Ih—n ple »;l-d i of ‘Ju,u pocts
to read, four a night, in one of four
coxy venues starting Dec. 28

The series continues Thursday,
Jan. 7 at La Boheme (6427 - 112

., starting at 7
moves to the Upper Crust (10900 -
86 Ave.) for Jan 11, 12 and 13, also
starting at
charge, but att
respoct the min

Organizer Da

])-nl\\nlulvd for the series come

“Some of |I £ are a
some of them are
of them are world
’uxh school
peopl
on paper,” he s
basis of the Stroll, it's a real
than democratic ongan
can join for five
can read in the
there in Judgment. IU's & way for
poets to stand up in public and get

Prenew

'\
\'
fon. 2, 71, .
vanous locations

V2]

p.m., then

phe 1o take
7 pan. There's no cover
dees should
\ charges.

d Huggett said

Pﬂﬂll'v Dy IllllllllBI‘S

12 Days of Poetry tradition continues

the secure,

fe, emblematic  you stand up

publi

le who like t

will h

those w

place

The 12 Days of
Poetry
7,11,12,13, 16

used to reading their material,
which is a big step for a lot of peo

Huggett knows. whercof h.
speaks. Though he Isn't reading
xm\ ume out, he's appre u.«i
last two 12 Days to

comfo

e who's standi
i, it forces you o look critically at
your own writing. There's nothing
worse than getting
through something
hey, this is really a
But that's \]m reading in public
for you h £

ho dig poe
can’t make the coffee-house scene,
the Twelflth Day of Poetry
Saturday, Jan 16 at the
Strathcona Legion Hall (10416 - 51
Ave.) and features four poets
picked from the pre

friends will pro-
were will be visual

art from the
Unknown exhibition and the event
& emoced by Srdja Paviovic, a for-
mer editor and translator for the

.}"

test his n
and his materi
al in front of an

h oW nlhrf‘ N\lll
hear 2 work
*Every time
you write
something and
you take it out
of your own Nt

ot 1 P

3

3
!
¥

» place and
wd you're the
there reading

halfway
and realizing

“try but

takes

Art from the

respected UK. poetry Journal
Stowe Soup
Tickets for the event are
2

at the «'om
and $5 for \ll.lhl l\ senlors and

Poet Fred Anderson delivers the goods, reading his own
works at Grounds for Coffee Monday night.

fixed Incomes.

Huggett expects attendees Lo
live up to the art form's age-old
reputation for decadence

“Hey, poets are supposed Lo
have wild partics.”

ab i of b 's loftiest

yts. God have mercy on our souls. 1. | stepped over the inert hump of

See Magazine January 7-13, 1999

Poetry hits Edmonton’s mass transit

hile in London several years

ago,  marvelled at the

calculated ability of
literature to follow me wherever I
travelled. Billboards announced new
books.

The £10 notes carried the cricket
scene from Charles Dickens'’s The
Pickwick Papers.

Even the Tube carried verse in the
cars.

Any attempt to dodge books,
reading and hearing about books was
met with abject failure.

Next month, poetry hits the streets
— or at least the street cars of this
city. The Edmonton Arts Council, the
Canada Council, Edmonton Transit
and the City of Edmonton have
conspired to present poetry to the
travelling masses in a program called
Take the Poetry Route,

This is the third program of its
kind in Canada, similar endeavours
having already hit the roads in
Vancouver and Toronto.

Four Edmonton poets will
inaugurate the program: Bert Almon,

Jacques Benoit (a.k.a. Jocko), Shirley
Serviss and Michel Londry. And there
15 @ promise that other poets will be

File photo
reflection
on childlessness, Paradlse, Piece by
Piece, was hlwry regarded

Molly Peacock: her prose

featured throughout the year;

Poetry is almost a way of life for
many literati in Edmonton. With The
Stroll of Poets and The Twelve Days
of Poetry originating here, spawning
readings and anthologies — and
undergoing duplication in several
other Canadian centres — it seems
somehow right to bring it to the bus
routes,

The series will be announced on

Apr: 13 at 11 a.m. in front of City Hall
on a bus (naturally!) with former bus
driver and present councillor Brian
Mason at the wheel, and the poets in
attendance.

It will be but one of several events
during National Poetry Month, an
event that has been on the literary
rosters of the United States for years,
but a first for Canada.

At this early date, Orlando Books
has signed on with poets showcased
in five readings: Nancy Mattson and
Michael Bartholomew-Biggs (Apr: 9);
Dionne Brand (Apr. 14); Pat Jasper
and Rajinder S. Pal (Apr: 23, Canada
Book Day); Jacqueline Bell, April
Miller, Anna Mioduchowska and
Pamela Young (Apr. 29); and Paul
Wilson and Barbara Klar (Apr: 30).

As well, the Stroll of Poets Society
hosts Poetry Tuesdays at La Boheme
Restaurant with winners of The
Modern-Traditional Poetry Contest
(Apr: 6); The Droll Stroll featuring
open-stage humour poetry (Apr. 13);
and Something Old, Something New
with Nancy MacKenzie, Janice
Williamson, Su Croll and Shirley
Serviss (Apr. 20).

April is also the month during
which McClelland & Stewart releases
its high-profile line of poetry, which
this year includes works by Governor
General's Award-winners Stephanie
Bolster (Two Bowls of Milk) and
Lorna Crozier (What the Living Won't
Let Go), Susan Musgrave (Things that
Keep and Do Not Change) and Tim
Liland (7v the River).

Edmonton Journal Sunday, March 21, 1999

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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Also in April, the publisher will
release How to Read a Poem ... and
Start a Poetry Circle, by Molly
Peacock, whose prose reflection on
childlessness, Paradise, Piece by Piece,
was highly regarded.

One of the more interesting
projects, however, will emerge from
this province in mid-April, as a
combined effort between Red Deer
College Press and the Omikron Group
of Toronto.

Carnivocal is a 70-minute CD of
sound poetry compiled by
Edmontonian Douglas Barbour and
Stephen Scobie — sound poets both
who perform as Re:Sounding — from
19 Canadian spoken-word artists,

“It's dedicated to bpNichol because
he was the progenitor of sound poetry
in Canada,” says Red Deer College
Press publisher Dennis Johnson.

“It has everything but dub and rap.
We didn't include that only because
we had to draw the line somewhere,”

Nicholl is included on the CD, along
with Scobie, Barbour, bill bissett,
Stephen Cain, Michael Dean, Paul
Dutton, Claude Gauvreau, Christian
Bok, Penn Kemp, Kedrick James,
Nobuo Kubota, Steven McCaffery,
Susan McMaster, David Penhale,
Gerry Shikatani, Steven Ross Smith,
W. Mark Sutherland and Richard
Truhlar: The price is $12.95, which in
the world of CDs is something of a
bargain.

From buses to CD - whoever said
that poetry had to stick to the printed
page?
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Poetry purposefully strolls with common folk

Democratizing the written word by reading it aloud works for the poet too

recently minted books of poetry

GILBERT A. BOUCHARD PHEUI'EW Major is quick to point out that
BT i én:;ym ts 'MalgamAtwmd. mtfot:mhliramwm her
- giants — jor, what are her own
Edmonton (Wyites of Spring abwaysfnd Milton Acorn, Michael Ondatie, Al personal best and worst memories of
From Dr. Johnson'sLondon Where: Ednonton At Galery Theate ~ OUl What Purdy Guendolyn MacEwan, George  pubicpoeticperformance? The
ot fKeruac's Bk - Wha ot 8. works ata BoweﬂnaPhyﬂisWebnﬂn:éo mC e o o
Edmonton, the institution of : Barbour and Ted Blodgett —emerged  second page.” The best: “Hearing PK.
thempoen'ymdinghasa\dmd. & poetry readings ll bout making. "”Hich poems from the fertle fields of Canadian  Page read a single poem at a League of
quiely culivaingnew audiences  conneetions.nd immediacy —vitl  excie the publicpoety readings andsmall  Poets meeting —just one poem it
gemmﬁoppﬁergemmﬁom " aspects in an artform that'sallabout  gudiences, pmsmblmuon ‘ wassoheaunﬂﬂ,sormv!ngqndl s
democratizing a potentially elitist mmmmﬂ\eEAGandﬂn and which mlsnmmm%wysmmmn mp;mﬂ&MMumnh@w.
: S I ot i e
mﬁmm ImgdeaEa’dianPoets(Whmd ones don't come off of the smmmmmm bmlpoet&mnneBattmoom
Coffechouse and nightclubpoet  Spring eatures poets fromall corners  page. Theres a real rush o~ alsocreated some unique entries into  ordinates an on going “Speakeasy”
edi{ltmsoe] uer(l)t(;hen back ghonaMcAﬁnlm@a;fm reading, hean'ngwhenp P l Wsﬁ?&%m ; m%mtymWym-
15 “What e doing sbrnging _ Harion “Fsariplebeaier lughorwhentheyestll  crpisundprty wktat Nt otydos e Sy
poetry back to wheret belongs .. to  celebrating National PoetryMonth,  And because the creation of  really pushed poetry to themax”)and  provide venuefor local poets to get
the}}ipsters,tothebogmzﬁrsﬁlgad(to Maﬁwmﬂ?m'f poetry is so solitary you need mﬂfmﬂd Mﬂn&mllﬂl theirfirst public exposure, italso
iy mmIeTATR Mepdatomdnpie CRSTICR g e o
Alice Major couldrtagree more  several colectionsof poetry ncluding you. It great to have people “The Strollisnot only uniqueto ot or connections between local |
and gpdits Edmonton'sstrong Latticef the qunwhidl Was come up to you aﬁenva]ds Edmonton, but a real democratizing woxﬂsnmthsand musicians.
of verse n e irst place. “Forme,  only bred i the bone havingbeen ~ CEFIAIN poem you T positive thing,” she continues. artists,” says Batten, whoat % has an
poetryis primarilyoralinorigins, but - raised by a father who regularly —poet AloeMajor  The mpresiverelativesrength of - impresive listof pubished poety 9
wedoaltematemourcutlhtum ! matt]adgopoeng]memmb&ﬂwy mmmn'smmmﬁy hercredlt}l Imntellbﬁ'sgewayg;hy :
between seeing verse on the page arealsoa vil Wri represented at tonight's readi poets in the room are listening, really’
hearing it as a spoken rt form,” says  process. “You can always find out And because the creation of poetryis  performances by five local poets hstemngthatwmethmglschangmc;
the prolific Edmonton-based poetand  what works at a reading, which poems  so solitary, youneed the feedbacka  (Jocko, Jacqueline Bell Kath mﬂlelrwewpomt,mthewaythat '
oneof the organizersof (Wyritesof  excite the audiences, and whichones  reading gives you. Its greattohave ~ Maclean, Nancy Mackenzieand Anna  they create their work.” ‘
Springa major,freeof charge public  don't comeoff of the page. There'sa  people come up to you afterwardsand  Mioduchowska), new membersallto  “Reading poetry aloudaddsa !
poetry reading tonight at 8 pm. atthe real rush toreading, hearingwhen  tell you that they liked a certainpoem  the League and some of thefreshest  dimension to work that youcan't
Edmonton Art Gallery (EAG) Theatre. ~ people laugh or when they're still you read.” members of Canlit culture with grasp on the printed page.”
Edmonton Journal Friday, April 23, 1999
Poets will
POETRY TUESDAYS Strllin
Presented by the Edmonton Stroll of Poets. ;
This week's theme: Full is the Moon. Host: Ken31ngt()n

Tom Emmens. Poets: Myrna Garanis,

Jonathan Meakin, Pierrette Requier and Anne

Marshall.

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Where: Block 1912, 10361 Whyte Ave.

Admission: Free.

Edmonton Journal Friday, February 26, 1999

hurst) area.

The Society of Poets, Bards and Sto-
rytellers will kick off the event with
coffee, croissants and readings at 11

More than 25 poets will participate in
the 1999 Stroll of Poets slated for Sun-
day (Sept. 12) in the Kensington (Hill-

Calgary Herald
Saturday,
September 11,
1999

a.m. at Annie’s Book Shop, 912 16th Ave.

NW.
Afternoon readings will follow:

M 12:30 p.m. Author Author Bookstore,
223 10th St. NW.

M 1:30 p.m. Razz Barry’s on Kensington,

1136 Kensington Rd. NW.

M 3:30 p.m. Pages Books on Kensing-

ton, 1135 Kensington Rd. NW.

M 4:30 p.m. Kensington Pub, 207 10a St.

NW.: Wrap-up party ensues.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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Bus bards aboard!
Poetry hops a ride
on city transit

&
/(

/

g 7,

Ciy

Local poets to connect with commuters ~ [ZEmm
[
PAMELA ANTHONY
SPECIAL TO THE JOURNAL NOXtSlOp: Fm
"
“Being in love with you Yeam to see your poetry in a public
is to abandon the piano: The Poetry Route project is invting
it isto take up the castanefs, the public to contribute poems to the
el Eight il be chosen and made ito
— from Aubade by Michael Londry W’“:"
Published or unpublished are .
,tmmm:wmmm welcome to submit up to two poems, Pat Waisman was part of the
migsermst o ent Stnkkes™ . cnmnitestat st oty o
was onc 7
iy ndlgibarel 3200 e e R L ooty
mashmwﬂlm;:ﬂr:mdsdls mmm says themwemel}?slt') : goI(:ttlztoets
ject which wi man in
poctson ity bus Gty posters” thi ey s o ey Edmowicn e thesloction
serious, dull or inaccessible, the jposty andinteresting.” _“] think this project will strike a
mmgeh%pwﬁm mm%mﬂ?uu chord with the citizens,” she said. “I
tive to the cont available i i :
R hea DA G 0 Edmonton Arts Council (424-2787) m%‘fﬁmmm‘fhmﬁ
things rolling” with obvious glee. and Tix on the Squre. poetry right no think they’
Four local poets paid their fare with appreciate seeing poeiry on the
pubucwg;ﬁmeirm—am mmmdw buses.”
their own locomotive puns.  experiences, publication transit i ici i
(Poet Shirley Servissmadejokes  system “absolutely” makes sense. Wlhhnempoeumspmubhcnsmwmmbma
about the dangers of having poets in “It’s always been my intentionto % Y. g
the “driver'sseat,” and AliceMajor reach people who don't necessarily  initiated by the Canada Council,
amomeedmem?lwf:rtmdm wm?;gm&:m which has also helped kick-start
wasa entries. projectisa way poetry  successfl 3
R on Al e | buk e piists- pRel brogs MVMI YeiEy Horties in Tocoedo
director John Mahon, talkingabout I think poetry can capture what R e
the similarities between the rhythms people are thinking and feeling,and _'There are similar poetry projects in
of poetry and the rhythms of riding  put it into words.” the transit system of Dublin, Paris
mmatgemgmm mwn.saysSu‘svlss,whoagimsmme and London. s
referred to “publi transt readers..1  remariable number of poetry “The Council is always looking for

mean riders... Wait, transit readers
sounds better.”)

Poets, students and word lovers
then piled into an Edmonton Transit
bus to admire the poetry posters that
will be in buses all over the city by
next week. The spring series features
excerpts of poetry by Michael Londry,
Bert Almon, Jocko, and Shirley
Serviss.

- For poets like Serviss, whose work

readings, including the successful ways to bring the arts in contact with
Stroll of Poets events. large groups of people,” said new
“It's pretty exciting to read in front - Canada Council Board member Susar
of 00 poety s, ane s, O™ Ferley who was in Edmonton for the
people are sitting on the floor tohear launch.
?Mdﬁ:mmmsakt “This is a wonderful example of
interest in Edmonton. Poetsare  that [t's exciting, recognizing the
coming out of the woodwork allthe o4 an celebrating their work in a

time. ¢
Edmonton Transit representative  public forum.”

Edmonton Journal Wednesday, April 14, 1999

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Edward Parsons, The Journal

Poet Jocko (aka Jacques Benoit) reads a poem, Memo To the Employees of Mother Nature, on a city transit bus

A Poetry Party

Think, laugh, even cry at the
ninth annual Stroll of Poets Po-
etry Festival. The day starts off
with a brunch and a reading
from Saskatchewan poet Tim Lil-
burn. Then, more than 100 po-
ets hit the streets and break into,
well, poetry in Old Strathcomna
bookstores and bistros.

Where: The festival starts and
ends at the Strathcona Legion, at
10416 81 Ave. The stroll takes
place with hourly readings in
eight different venues on Whyte
Avenue.

When: Sunday. Brunch starts
at11 a.m. Thestrollstartsat 1:30
p-m. with readings every hour
until 4:30 p.m.

Cost: All venue readings are
free. Tickets for the brunch are
available in advance at Orlando
gooks for $8.50 or at the door for

10.

Edmonton Journal
Friday, October 1, 1999
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play goes on and
440f Edmonton’s
finest poets have
decided to con-
trbute a verse or |
two. Drink in the
amosphere  of |
some ofthe city’s
mosteclectic spots |
while dripping §
over the poetic
versesofthe troll of Poets Soiety a they celebrate their inthaan-
nual 12 Days of Poetry estval

This weekend marksthe fourth, fifth and sixth days of poetry,
featuring readings by 16 poetstouching on all kinds ftpics.
When: Today and Saturday 7 pn,; Sunday 2 pm.

Where: Grounds For Coffee, 10247 97th St

Admission: Free forthe irs 11 days butplease observeareason-
able minimum charge atthe hosting venue,

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 7, 2000

Edmonton Journal Tuesday,
September 12, 2000

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Raving Poets
definitely not your
typical poetry reading

GILBERT A. BOUCHARD
Special to The Journal
EDMONTON

The first few moments of Liam Kelly's
poetry reading are deceptive,

He may start off slow and deliberate,
buthis verse builds quicklyintempoand
energy, winning over the small but ap-
preciative crowd attendingarecent Ray-
ing Poets open-mike reading at the Back-
room VodkaBar deepin Old Strathcona.

With a good head of steam now, Kel-
Iy, 24, belts out his intensely referential
political verse to beat the band —in this
case fellow poet Thomas Trofimuk on
keyboards and Randy Edwards on gui-
tar, both straining to keep up.

It's certainly not what most Edmonto-
nians think of when they envision a
poetryreading, traditionallyan art form
associated more with high tea and bis-
cuits than cocktails and bar bands.

“Like I say in one of my own poems: [
ain't afraid to shout it out,” says Kelly, a
University of Alberta Philosophy and
English student, of both his populist
work and the equally populist summer
reading series.

“Some poetry can be elitist — very
thick, like philosophy, where you have
to dedicate a certain amount of energy
to it— but mine is more like rap music.
It's the stuff of the street.”

The dreadlocked Kellyisanatural en-
tertainer so perhapsit’snosurprise he is
oneof eight Raving Poets chosen by pop-

“Tipping poetic chapeau
to the Beat generation

ular demand to hold forth tonightata S8

special poetry jam at the Backroom —

andtobeimmortalizedonaspecial lim- §

ited Raving Poets CD launching tonight.

Anyone at all curious about poetry
should check out the event, starting at
7:30 p.m., says Mark Kozub, poet,mu-
sicianand organizer of the Raving Poets
reading series.

Kozub, president of Stroll of Poets So-
ciety,addsthe CD launchwill also serve
as the semi-official launch of the 10th
anniversary edition of that venerable
grassroots literary festival. This year's
Stroll of Poets expands beyond its one-
daysouthside poeticblitzand features a
week-long series of verse-related hap-
penings that officially kick off Sept. 30.

Beitthe larger Stroll celebration or the
more spontaneous Raving Poets series
— created in honour of Beat Poet-era
readings — Kozub s thrilled with the
sheer range of the work presented, not
tomention the range inthe poets them-
selves.

“It’s not just mellow verse, of course,
butontheotherhandit’s notall edgy po-
etry either,” he explains. “You can have
a19-year-old juxtaposed with a 50-
something poet writing aboutamid-life
crisis.”

POETRY PREVIEW

Raving Poets
Where: Backroom Vodka Bar, 10324
82nd Ave.
When: 7:30 p.m. today

While this range has always been a part
of the Stroll of Poets, the 2000 edition
is the first to reflect that diversity so di-
rectlyinitsevents: everything from the-
atrically oriented Poetry Slam and Po-
etry Sports events, an evening of triple-
Xerotic verse, a special kids poetry af-
ternoon, as well as more traditional
readings by leading Canadian poets like
JeftreyMcDaniel, Sherri-D. Wilson and
Susan Musgrave.

Beyond the sheer entertainment,
Kozub also hopes the festival will help
contribute to a more friendly and invit-

RICK MACWILLIAM, THE JOURNAL
Liam Kelly isn't afriad to shout out his intensely referential political verse.

ing community for Edmonton’s strong
writing community.

“It’sthewholeidea of getting thewriter
out of their home office and creating a
venuewhere they caninteract withtheir
peersand getsome inputand networka
bit,” he continues. “I know I learn so
much at readings.”

Kozub says one of the biggest motiva-
tions behind releasing the Raving Po-
ets CD was to help a handful of bud-
ding Edmonton verse artists promote
themselves. “It’s central to the Stroll's
mandate — getting the word out to the
streetabout poetry. We alreadyreleased
aprint anthology, so it makes sense to
release a CD that reaches an audience
that might not be into reading poetry,”
he says.

“Poetry, live or on CD, is totally lifted
off of the page when the poet reads the
work out loud.”
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Perambulating performers
make poems popular

Stroll of Poets
celebrates tenth
year of roamin’ and
rhymin’

| By DANA McNAIRN

or most of us, coma-inducing
classes spent studying poetry

in high school English were
something we promised ourselves
we wouldn’t endure again. Remem-
ber those long afternoons with a
droning teacher reciting sonnets
and earnest free verse? But what if
you were reintroduced to the
athleticism of poetry
or its raw emotion?
A local group is
celebrating its 10th
anniversary of taking
poetry to the streets and giving it
back to the people. It might be
high time to try poems again.
The Stroll of Poets started out
with a simple premise. Too many
greybeards in academia, says

Thomas Trofimuk, spoiled poetry

for the rest of us. “Poetry in
schools became a dead thing. We
want to make it alive and get it to
the people,” he says. So Trofimuk
and some friends formed a non-
profit society, so local poets could
perform in public venues. Mem-
bership in the society now num-
bers 150 and encompasses a range
of versifiers from teenagers to sen-

ior citizens. The Stroll will see ed out to mock those academic - Vo

poets scattered throughout Old

poetry

preVUE

Strathcona giving readings in
bookstores, coffeeshops and even
the hostel off Whyte.

I left my heart in
slam Francisco

One of the guest poets invited to
the Stroll likes the different ven-
ues. “I'd like to see more readings
in bars,” says Jeffrey McDaniel.
“That’s where the people are.”
McDaniel is an acclaimed Los
Angeles-based performance poet
who has made his mark not only
in slam poetry competitions but
also on the page. (He has two

published collections of his
work to his credit.)
McDaniel agrees
that poetry is
often considered
too highbrow for the
average person and thinks the
advent of slam poetry started to
change all that.

La Gare est finie

"Doing slam is like being in a
punk rock band on tour,” he says.
McDaniel is a veteran of the
scene, having competed in the
1993 National Poetry Slam in San
Francisco and doing Lollapalooza
in 1994. But McDaniel also thinks
the two circles of literary and pub-
lic poetry are starting to mesh.
“It’s a shrinking rift between the
two worlds,” he says. “Slam start-

circles and now it’s respected.” He

adds as further proof of the grow-
ing accessibility of poetry the
readings he’s been commissioned
to give in L.A. subways and the
success of poetry on buses around
the world. “It’s no longer inacces-
sible and disconnected to every-
day lives,” he says.

Trofimuk says it was that same
sentiment that inspired him to
start poetry readings at Café La
Gare a few years back. The success
of that naturally led to the forma-
tion of the Stroll of Poets. He
explains that part of the beauty
and rawness of poetry comes with
taking risks with readings—which
is why the Stroll features such a
mix of newcomers and published
poets. (Stroll members can also
elect to have their poems consid-
ered for inclusion in the annual
Stroll anthology.)

Haiku? You’re welcome!

As for Trofimuk, he says he
aims for the audiences at his read-
ings to have what he calls a
“haiku moment” at the end.
“Right after you're done, there’s
dead silence,” he says. “It takes a
couple of seconds for everyone's
brains to click and then there’s
the applause.” That's how
Trofimuk knows he’s given a good
reading. “Good poetry,” he adds,
“should be entertaining.” ©®

Vue Weekly, September 28-October 4, 2000

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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The Stroll of Poets society kicks
off its 10th annual stroll this
weekendwithabrunchand read-
ing by guest poet Jeffrey Mc-
Daniel. Poets will take to the
streets and cafes of Old Strath-
cona for dozens of readings
throughout the afternoonand the
day ends with a Poetry Sweat-
shop and music.
| When: Festival begins Sunday,
B4 10:45 am. brunch, poetry read-
ings every hour from 1 to 4 p.m.
Poetry Sweatshop and music at

4:30p.m.
{  Where: Brunchand Sweatshop
at Strathcona Legion, 10416 81st

-4 Ave. Poetry readings at various
s | venues throughout Old Strath-

cona.

Admission: Free to all events
exceptbrunch. Brunch tickets are
$8.50 advance at Orlando Books
or $10 at the door.

Edmonton Journal Friday, September 29, 2000

PAGES

1135 Kensington Rd. N.W.

Thursday, Aug. 30, Nils Thompson.
Wednesday, Sept. 5, Kelsang Phutsog.
Sunday, Sept. 9, Stroll of Poets.

Information, call: 283-6655.
Calgary Herald Thursday, August 30, 2001

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

& Apoetsdozen

Scribes will gather once again  Michael Walters.

for the 10th annual 12 Daysof ~ When: Today, Saturday and
Poetry for readingsbymem-  Sunday, 7 p.m. Readings con-
bers of the Stroll of Poets Soci-  tinue throughout the week.
ety. Thisweekend featuresthe ~ Where: Grounds for Coffee
sixth day of poetry today, host-  and Antiques, 10249 97th St.
ed by Fabian Jennings; Satur- ~ Admission: Free, but please
dayis the seventh day, with ~ observe a reasonable mini-
host Liam Kelly; and Sundayis  mum charge at the hosting
the eighth day, with host venues.

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 12, 2001

STROLL OF POETS
Raving Poets Finale. A poetry open
stage with music — best poet of the
night wins $350 cash!
When: Today, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Backroom Vodka Bar, 10324
82nd Ave., upstairs.

Edmonton Journal Tuesday, September 12, 2000
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Tonights a great time for tongues
torun off and join the ‘circus

Performance poets
invite one and all
to recite their best

TODD BABIAK
Journal Entertainment Writer
EDMONTON

The relationship between
writerand reader is quietand per-
sonal, bestlocated in bathtubs or
in bed, at the cabin or on the
beach. The conduit between
writer and reader is paper, the
bound page, marketed and dis-
tributed. Therelationship begins
in a bookstore. Right?

“Performance poetry s differ-
ent,” says Mark Kozub, known
in finger-snapping circles as the
AlbertaBeatnik. “It's notwritten
for the page. This stuff s funda-
mentally public.”

Tonight Kozub hosts Tongue
Circus at the Backroom Vodka
Bar on Whyte Avenue, celebrat-
ing what he calls “Edmonton’s
world-class word acrobats.” The
event features performances by
some of our city’s best perfor-
mance poets, and servesasa CD
release party for local compila-
tions Tongue Circus Volumes &lI.

“Spoken word is a very direct
form of communication,” says
Kozub. “In a spoken context,
people pay attention. It's really
growninEdmonton over the past
year.

“ sometimes can't believe the
number of people who are into
this. It's like when you go to @
fetishshowand you realize, wow,
there reallyare a bunchoffreaks
in this city.”

Oral storytelling has a solid ba-
sis in world literature, from
Homer to Grail legends to First
Nations histories. Performance

Edmonton Journal Tuesday, May 1, 2001

CANDACE ELLIOTT, THE JOURNAL

The Alberta Beatnik, Mark Kozub, hopes writers will come to his party.

poetry today is considerably
more irreverent. “There’s an as-
pect of stand-up comedy, of
provocation. Some poetryworks
really well on paper and bites
when you hear it out loud. This
stuff doesn't”

Tonight thereis a planned line-
up, but like all spoken word
events, Tongue Circus allows for
spontaneous participation. ‘It’s
totally informal. If you have
something you'd like to read, we
absolutely encourage it,” Kozub
says. “At these events, you have
aninstantreadership.”

Most of the performances are
backed up by musicians, which
addsanotherdimension tothelit-
erature. Poets enjoy the compa-

Edmonton Journal Tuesday,

nyonstage. Itcangetlonelyatthe
front of the room, naked but for
aTshirt, jeans and some words.
“Public speaking is the number
one human fear,” says Kozub,
“higher on the list even than
death. We're a bizarre bunch of
thrill-seekers.”

Kozub is also President of the
Stroll of Poets Society, and hopes
to coax writers out of their work-
shops to meet with audiences.

“Asa writerit’s easy to live in a
bubble where youmissoutonthe
feedback.

“Part of our goal is to get these
people out in the public. It helps
create an artistic community.”

The festivities begin tonight at
eight. Bring your message.

December 4, 2001

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

CANDACE ELLIOTT, THE JOURNAL, FILE
Mark Kozub

Peace talks and
pant-dropping

Poets society’s weekly
meetings have helped
many find inner peace

TODD BABIAK
Journal Entertainment Writer
EDMONTON

American and British forces, aided by
the N hAll.iance and other mili-
ups, have ne defeated the
Talibanregime in o .Edmon-
ton’s Stroll of Poets Society feels partly
responsible.

Their Tuesday night Peace Talks at the
Backroom Vodka Bar have been part of
amysterious and intangible force of love
and understanding, or so they claim in
their press release. “It’s really given me
hope for mankind,” says Stroll President
and performer Mark Kozub.

He may or may not be joshing.

“When I first thought of doing this, I
expected a lot of 19-year-old lefty uni-
versity types screaming ‘stop the war,””
Kozub says. “But a lot of people are al-
so trying to find inner peace. Since Sept.
11, i’s been easy to get extremely down
about the direction the world is head-
ing. On the news you see the worst of
humanity highlighted. What we’re do-
ing on Tuesday nights fulfils a human
need to go in the opposite direction, not
to be complacent or cynical.”

Tonightis the final instalment of Peace
Talks, a blend of live music and spo-
ken-word poetry. Admission is free, but
poets and audience members are en-
couraged to bring a cash donation or a
non-perishable food item for the Bis-
sell Centre. Doors are at 7:30, and po-
tential peacenik poets should arrive ear-
ly to get on the performance roster.

If poetry, peace and donating food are
not enough of an enticement, consider
the pants-dropping. Yes, The Stroll of
Poets Society asks one and all to take
their pants off and hand them over to
the Youth Emergency Shelter.

“I don’t know how many people will
actually take their pants off,” says
Kozub. “Maybe they’ll just bring a pair
of pants to donate. ButI knowT'll be tak-
ing my pants off, and I hope others will
too. It’s a way to get intimate with oth-
er poets. We’re naked on stage,
metaphorically. Why not go all the
way?”

Be sure to sport your best underwear.
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“Weeken
Walkabout’

ok by Johw Chalers excopt wbore nosied

. Grace under fire

EPrcs:«km Mark Kozub speaks to CFRN-TV, one of the three TV
hannels that covered the Stroll media launch on Oct. 10 and gave us
dreat coverage on the news, The luunch was the first of many
collsborations for the Stroll, s we hooked up with “Take the Poetry
IRoute™ and the Writer's Guild of Alberta for the kick-off

West coast flavour
[im Lander, visiting poet from Vancouver performed at the Yardbird

Heavenly voices

|
i ‘ : ! | |Alice Major, centre, performed at the Yardbird Suite us part of
Suite with the Raving Poets band. The fabulous Raving Poets guitarist, fihe launch of ber nt\f‘nbnuk. Some Bowes and a s:.],:\-d;g: w;‘s

| [assisted by Jan Streader,left, and Clarice Eckford, right.

Randy Edwards, s in background,

-4 “ , "U’ - ‘m‘(v " 1
Edgy collaboration of Poetry and Dance | “twaga”‘S'gcAPh oo ot A
i d I ({Shirley Serviss was one of six Stroll members who read at the Society
?J;fﬂh;f Poetry & lgnc; n}zh; “}“f’“"’"."‘ Kevin Slez right, |7 Northem Albera Print At (SNAP) gala night to celebrate our
) s perfomance a the Pans Market wirehouse. “culluhornuun.which will result in o book of poems and prints

Edmonton Journal 2001

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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1135 Kensington Rd. NW.

Thursday, Aug. 30, Nils Thompson.
Wednesday, Sept. 5, Kelsang Phutsog.
Sunday, Sept. 9, Stroll of Poets.
Information, call: 283-6655.

Calgary Herald Thursday,
August 30, 2001

ONAF poctry and prints

Tonight at the downtown headquarters
of the Society of Northern Alberta Prirt-
Artists (SNAP), another multidiscipli-
nary project will be launched at a special
poetry reading/print exhibit.

It's a collaboration between six artists
(and SNAP members) and six poets (be-
longing to the Stroll of Poets Society)
who've been tossed together and asked
to produce work that answers to each
other’s processes.

After tonight’s event, a special limit-
ed-edition (25 copies) book will be pro-
duced that will enshrine this unique
artistic experiment.

“This has provided a great opportuni-
tyforthose involved tore-
consider the whole pro-
cess of making art,” says
Steven Dixon, a local
printmaker and one of the
project’s co-ordinators.
“Working this way anoth-
er approach was always
being considered as you
created your work.”

The finished art books
are also being produced
onanarchaic Vandercook
Proofing Press (ahotlead,
hand-fed printing press)
whichnotonly helpskeep
the historical typesetting
craft alive, it also allows

sureien  poetsand artists access to
iret Brooks  the rich “history of print-
edwork,” says Dixon.

“It reminds us that
words are not just blips on our comput-
erscreens.”

Artists involved in the project include
Greig Rasmussen, Sean Caulfield, Akiko
Taniguchi and Tomoyo [haya.

Gilbert A. Bouchard

Edmonton Journal Friday,
October 12, 2001
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7] St. Albert

By Bev Rudolfsen
. Staft Writer

1 If you re having trouble letting
| go of the cheer that came with
days of Christmas, settle in
" for the 12 Days of Poetry festival
in a celebration of the written,
¢ rhyming word.
< Two local poets are featured in
|/ this annual festival, which each
| year offers the juried work of
about 40 writers to all who want
to come and listen. This year,
 Gazette columnist Sandra Moon-
cy-Ellerbeck and Bon Accord
; songwriter Trevor. Dekort take
.. ‘centre stage, along with 42 other
/ ts in the Edmonton-based
[ Fent
The 12 Days of Poetry, which
/ runs to Jan. 20, is organized by

the Stroll of RyeuSocnc(y,ayoup
1 of writers devoted tlgmm
[ local poetry and publishing

; tions in annual anthologics.

» ” ] k joined 10
and Wbmamwmmmmmmamguu “WB"crbec joi

has been reading in
try Festival, which kicked off in Edmonton on ,lhe l;glysmnlmmdlfor

poets

featured at festival

12 Days of Poetry Festlval kICkS off

eshl years. ﬁhmsbc plans to
present readings of haiku, a Japa-
nese form of nature-based poetry,
aswell asa she wrote after
the terrorist acts in the U.S. last
Sept. 11, ‘It was written during
the happening of it all. It's ques-
tioning the action of the terrorists
and our reaction to it." The

Net Superstition, was
mals:e,:ymuomny by CBC
Radio.

See Poetry, page 22

The St. Albert Gazette,
Saturday, January 5, 2002

Continued from page 18

Dekort, 30, has been writing po-
etry since he was 12, and plans to
bring a half-dozen pieces to the
festival. He focuses his wryly hu-
morous observations on the hum-
an condition. “I like to think my
poetry is about people, that you

be able to follow. Poetry should be
about people and not about poetry
itself.”

The first 11 days of poetry Jan.
4 to 19 run at Grounds for Coffee

‘and Anuqueq, 10247- W«S&smid- ~-at it in a new way.

day Jan.
26features a grand ﬁmwup
:tanthe WinspearCenﬁelLCheﬂm!l

gum:sandsmg
their words, which
addsanzwlevdofmtelrwl s:lld

Mooney-Ellerbeck. People should-

'tbel;:%tedorbomdbythe
idea of tal in a poetry per-
formance, she added.

“Poetry speaks to us all because
weallhavethesamefedinssand
emotions, and poetry evokes those
emotions. The majority of us can't
express that and poetry can
expmthatforus.Wbenwehw

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

can shut your eyes and listen and

. thepoetqpmoeﬂamfeehngs if

there’s something buried in there
it comes up and we're able to look

things others don't ne

ponder — we ponder it for them
and give it to them to look at and

 to hold. Poetry is a heart-to-hand

experience.”

Dekort, part of the 12 Days for

thehtfomymxs,lihesthe fact
that he can offer his work to a live
audience, fresh on the hoof. “It's a
rare treat to see literature as it's
really fresh instead of 15 to 20
years from now in a textbook.
This is immediate stuff.”
Cover charge for the grand fin-
ale Jan. 26 is $10 per person. Call
David Huggett at 414-1534 for in-
formation. A 2001 ‘anthology of
poetry from The Stroll of Poets
will also be for sale.

the good doctor calls it .

a genetic propensxty for the
blood to clot too

&wedontreahzewevegot it

until we push our body to the
limit

by doing nothing until we stroke
& i always knew i was a hero
sitting here on my ass
risking death day after day
fashioning poems when others
“were out
- plucking old ladies from burn-
ing buildings
or discovering a cure for cancer
- there ain't no cash or fame in
what i do
but still
i put it on the line for you
- no ifs ands or butts
about it

~Trevor Dekort

Summer Serenity Search-Haiku
- water flowing in

backyard fountain silences

city traffic noise

oil in rain puddle-

tainted water beauﬁf ed
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LITERARY EVENTS

THE 12 DAYS OF POETRY

Presented by the Stroll of Poets Society, each

day will feature readings by four poets.

Audiencg favourites from the first 11 days of
poetry will return for the 12th Day of Poetry.

5th Day, today: Catherine McLaughlin,
Shirley A. Serviss, Madella A. Runka and
Nancy Mackenzie. Hosted by Leo Campos.
6th Day, Saturday: Trevor Dekort, Doug
Elves, Paul McLaughlin and Ruth Galloway.
Hosted by John Chalmers.

7th Day, Sunday: Marilyn Dumont, Sherrilyn
Jahrig, Faye Francis and Pamela Young.
Hosted by Olga Costopoulos.

8th Day, Jan. 17: Darlene Spong Henderson,
Sue Marxheimer, John Leppard and Becky

Garber-Conrad. Hosted by Bert Almon

9th Day, Jan. 19: Rusti Lehay, Naomi
Mdiwraith, Linda jennings and Terence
Harding. Hosted by Thomas Trofimuk.

10th Day, Jan. 20: Anna Marie Sewell, Kathy
Fisher, Mark Kozub and Rebecca
Schellenberg. Hosted by David Huggett.
Where: Grounds for Coffee & Antiques.
10247 97th St.

When: All readings start at 7 p.m. The 12th
Day of Poetry will be held Jan. 26, 7 p.m. in
the Winspear Centre Rehearsal Hall, tickets
$5 in advance at Grounds for Coffee and
Orlando Books, $7.50 at the door.

Info: David Huggett, 414-1534, or Mark
Kozub, 490-1414.

Stroll down poetry lane

Join the Stroll of Poets for the 12th
Day of Poetry, the grand finale of the
society’s live poetry showcase. Lis-
ten to poetry read by its creators, en-
joy refreshments and music by Ed-
| die Patterson and Al Brant.

When: Saturday, 7 p.m.

Where: Winspear Centre Rehearsal
Hall, 9720 102nd Ave.

Tickets: $5 advance, available by
calling David Huggett at 414-1534
or from Orlando bocks. Ticketsatthe
door are $7.50.

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 25, 2002

Stroll among words
at weekend festival

Poets share their witty offerings in leisurely Whyte Ave. event

By Bev Rudolfsen B
Staff Writer 4
Go for a stroll and learn about |8
1e fun side of poetry this week- ?‘
nd as the Edmonton Stroll of
Poets Society invites the uniniti-
ted to enjoy the wonder of
vords.

Poetry gives us the opportuni-
ly to connect people,” said
Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck, a St
Albert writer and president of
the Stroll of Poets Festival. "All
vou need is some words and the
images are painted right there
for you. No plug-ins, no batter-

— S ;
¥ i

ﬁ,‘
i
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The Oct. 6 event features 140
poets, including six from St.
Albert and Sturgeon County,
casually sharing their work with
the public
‘A storytelling’

Last year's event, on
Edmonton's  trendy  Whyte
Avenue, drew about 200 people.
Once the public sees it, they
like it," said Mooney-Ellerbeck.
It's just a matter of getting
them there. Poetry is an art, a
storytelling.”

The 12th annual Stroll of Poets
Festival kicks off Oct. 5 at the
Edmonton Literary Festival at
Winspear Centre. A book sale
{here will be highlighted by

Wik
St. Albert’s Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck (above) and five other
local poets read their work to the public Sunday.  proio oy ken Suee

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 11, 2002 west poet Linda Rogers of
Victoria, B.C., an award-win-
ning contemporary writer.

On Sunday, the poets flood
various Whyte Avenue sites
after a breakfast at 11 am. at
the Strathcona Legion, to which
the public is invited, The free
event begins at 1 p.m. At each of
seven locations, small groups of
poets gather and each read their
work for five minutes. They all
move onto the next venue

lyze poetry is almost to dissect it
and the whole inspiration of it is
lost. People get turned off on
that," said Mooney-Ellerbeck,
who has been writing poetry
since she was a child. She also
teaches poetry and art in
schools and  occasionally
through St. Albert's Profiles
Public Art Gallery.

Pure pleasure

The free-flowing verse offered

work, what jokes work, It's a
way to workshop a poem. It
helps polish that final product,’
said Dekort, who's had some of
his work published in a maga-
zine.

Dekort, reading at 1 p.m.
Sunday at Orlando Books (10123
Whyte Ave) and Mooney-
Ellerbeck, reading at 2 p.m. at
the International Hostel (10647
81 Ave.) are joined by other local
poets. They are: Dean McKenzie

St. Albert Gazette, Wednesday, October 2, 2002
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LITERARY EVENTS

POETRY OF VICTORY & DAFEETS

A fundraiser for the Bissell Centre/Our
Voice Magazine's Songs of the Street
sponsored by The Stroll of Poets Society
and the Edmonton Public Library.
Local poets, dancers and the Raving
Poets Band join forcesin a tribute to
the poor in spirit.

When: Today, 8-10 p.m.

Where: Library Theatre, Stanley A.
Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill

59. ..
Cost: A $5 donation is requested.

Edmonton Journal Friday, April 26, 2002

Calgary Herald Thursday,

September 5, 2002

Poets take works to street

B Alberta poets are all around us. This
year’s Calgary Stroll of Poets features .
nearly 100 writers ready to read their
words to the public this weekend.

On Sunday, amateur and seasoned
poets are reading work at bookstores, .
coffee shops and restaurants in and
around Kensington during the free,
day-long event, which launches from -
Annie’s Book Store on 912 16th Ave. NW.
at10:30 a.m.

It’s expected about 30 of the poets
are travelling from Edmonton, Red
Deer, Turner Valley, High River
and St. Albert.

The event, which began six years
ago with 20 poets, is put on by the
Society of Poets, Bards and
Storytellers.

Stroll of Poets promise to be listener-friendly

MARC HORTON
Joarnal Books Editor
EDMONTON

There might be a John Milton or a T.S.
Eliot walking through Old Strathcona this
Sunday as 140 poetstake tothe streets for
the 12th annual Stroll of Poets.

However, Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck,
who organizes the stroll, wants to make
one thing clear: no one will be asked to
analyse what he or she has just heard.
Unlike high school English, no one is
going to ask you to write a thousand
words on the imagery in Paradise Lost.

“We want everyone to know that the
poems they're going to hear will be ac-
cessible because they deal with everyday

Edmonton Journal Friday, October 4, 2002

issues like politics, relationships, the
environment, whatever,” she says.

“Poetry scares a lot of people, and it
shouldn't. A lot of our poets in the stroll
al;e ugiﬁx{gly, and their poems will make you

Theday beginsat 11 a.m. withabrunch
at the Strathcona Legion. At noon,
award-winning Victoria poet Linda
Rogers will present her work. Advance
tickets are available at Orlando Books for
$10 and at the door for $12. If poetry
buffs only want to listen to Rogers, ad-
mission is $5.

At1 p.m., the poets begin their stroll.

Venues include the International Youth -

Hostel on 81st Avenue, Athabasca Books,
Orlando Books, Greenwoods, The Naked

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Cyber Café on Whyte and 104th Street,
Alhambra Books and Traveller Antiques.

At the top of each hour, five poets in
each venue will be given five minutes to
read their poems before theymove on to
the next reading. Patrons can stay in a
single venue all afternoon or move from
one to the other.

At 3 p.m., there will be an open stage
hosted by Mark Kozub, who bills himself
as the Alberta Beatnik, at the Interna-
tJonalHosteLAnyonemthapoemwill
be invited to read.

Thestroll ends at4 p.m. and will be fol-
lowed at 5 by what Mooney-Ellerbeck
calls a poetry sweatshop in the No Bards
BarredBarinthe Old Suattmna[eglon

mhorton@thejournal.southam.ca

4

160



o PRI o G

N T S TR s VUMY

Vue Weekly October 3 — October 10, 2002

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 161



CBC Presents
The 12

Daye of

[ Sunday, Jan. § at 2 pm
1 Bohense Restaurant, 6427112 Ave.
Diane Buchanan, Shemilyn Jahrig,
Mary T, MeDonakd, Dean MeKenzie

Host: Sandra Mooney Ellerbeck
La Boheme serves branch 10:30-2:00

XI' Sunday, Jan. 19 at 2 pm
Whitemud Crossing Library
Shopping Certre, 145, 4211-106 St
Tanya Dion, Anne Marshall,
Cheistina Tower, Ken Wilkca
Host: Faith Femalld
Coffee and desserts sold by
Cheesecakes & More

CBC's Poctry FuceOff, February 20
evening, 0'Byme’s Irish Pub - some
contestants chosen froe the 12th Day
finalists.

VUEWEEKLY
VI Sunday, Jan. 12at 2 pm ;’
Whitemud Crossing Library @radNE
Shopping Centre, 145, 4211-106 51,
Tom Ensmens, Consarcia . Mendoza, W
Anna Mioduchowsks, Joyee Pinckney 4
Host: Myma Garanis e hAh':',
Cofee and dessrts wld by L
M‘M for e Ary councit

[ vueweky B R

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2003

CITYPLUS

: Skye Hyndman and Celeste Eder, both 7,
happily listened to poctry readirgs.

Vue Weekly January 2-8, 2003

FOCLS

Local poets kicked
off The 12 Days of
Poetry on Sunday
atLa Boheme
restaurant, The
performers have
been selected by a
community jury
to recite their
poems in many
favourite and
new venues
around town.

The grande finale
takes place Jan,
25,at7p.m., at
the§trathcona

Legion,

10416 81 Ave.
The First Day of
Poetry was hosted
by Sandra
Mooney
Ellerbeck.

Edmonton Journal Monday, January 6, 2003
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‘Mr McKenzie’ finds poetlc pulse in daily life

S

whisky-cured, Leonard Cohen-
like voice a bluegn.ss song like

Hewntsf\mmly,sendmg
poems via e-mail almost like
He even had a poem ded-
hmdeiHBﬂlHunterwh:dn
he read — at Hunter’s request
— at the great hockey man’s re-
funeral.

cent
Now 62, McKenzie's at a stage

i oflifewhen he knowsitwon't last

forever, especially with a kidney
ON SATURDAY =522

over
{ last decade.
s S;nn‘:ffhkethnt?ahfe-chmx

er,and inmy caseI putittoacre-
e St
forpoertrl";'lsCch afu,mo"heuyswidmdux:k—

"lrsmxmynwmduybu:my
 Callhim Edmonton’sbeat immortality that 'm hoping for.”
Call him the kid from the McKenzie hishopein
Orjustcall him MisterMcKenzie. his poem Skipping Stone that his
Aftera40-year careerasa. words will make a difference to
zlmlteac'hu.nndind:e it myd}fmhesgone P
‘some serious health problems, ‘protein on your fin- i
DeanMﬁ;’eisenjoyingﬂ:oef i Poet Dean McKenzie reads one of his works.
biggest artistic energy attracts thefirst minutiae of pond
his life. life mal school” after high schoolin terrorism and the destruction of
| He's putting the final touches mdnmsl‘ghdyﬂmdwfua those days. the World Trade Center creating
onhnsseoondCDofh:spoems Andslimebeginsnewonthissub-  Itwas the heyday of Neal Cas- ~ similar fears and needs
donetothemnlba o}) tlest of signs sady, Ken Kesey and Allen Gins- ~ that the threat of nuclear holo-
free-form of yourever having beenatall”  berg, whom McKenzieregardsas  caust created back |
city’s most Itsbeat forthe 21stcen-  the, English-language po- was an. McKen-
Astockymnsllghﬂymem tury, often withmu-  etof the 20th century. z:edldn'thavealoto nmefor
bling Ronnie Hawkins with that ~ sicians like Kent Sangster or “They were existentially very  during!
big grey beard, he reads any- LesterQuitzau, thelatteronboth self-assuredand tryingveryhard mcludedmom m{ws
wluelmanmdh’slq)pym discs. to makea difference tothelan-  M.E. Lazerte high
wordscantouch fiveorsixsouls.  McKenzie had his eyes opened  guage and give people a tool to McKenzie, who says “the Eng-
He'sbeena fixture atthe Stroll of mbmpoarymthe’SOs,whm deal with this post-industrial life lﬂlmdnisﬂlemmryof
Poets and can oftenbe heardat e travelled to San Franciscoaf- o ours,” he says. thelanguageart,” soundslikethe
bars and coffee houses, reading terhisfirstyearofteachingatthe  He doesn't think beat poetryis  English teacher we all wish we
hiswordsorthose of WilliamBut- tenderage of 18—teachertrain- an anachronism. In fact, he says  had in high school.
ler Yeats, or singing in his big  ingconsistedofoneyearof “nor-  ismorerelevant thanever,with  Heinspired hisstudentstowrite

(CANDACE ELLIOTT, THE JOURNAL

poetry, and found some creative
approaches to his art classes,
which he also taught. For in-
stance, one project had his ethni-
cally diverse class use water
coloursto match the pigments of
tl;::é ef&hm and tthi]en they pro-
c to paint the composite
g:;g student, who looked far

Former studems long into
adulthood still call him Mr.
McKenzie, and when one of his
works runs on CKUA or a com-

McKenzie, was that you
mblgdiffuemeaboutbeum
an ex-teacher is that he is edit-
ing hisownwordsall the time, in-
mdofedmngdwmldsofah-

Md(enneednsh:swmdseven

tax

had learned Morse code and typ-
ingand by his teens had travelled
all over Canada because station
agents'families had free accessto

trains.
‘The title of his first CD is Prairie
Hejira, an old Arabic expression
meaning a trip to a safe place.
of his poetry and the spirit of
William Faulkner haunts its

essence.

McKenzie loves to quote
Faulkner upon accepting his No-
bel Peace Prize in 1950, when
he lamented how fear of being
blown up was diverting writers
from exploring the universal
truths of the human spirit.

“His griefs grieve on no univer-
sal bones, leaving no scars. He
writes not of the heart, but of the

mercial with hisvoice-oversruns ~ glands.”

on television, he gets calls: “Mr.

Edmonton Journal Saturday, January 18, 2003
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Foetyfaceof combatan

istafadtogointothe comer

il berimaginationace, e daysf While
1Edmontonpoetaflnahst S
- CBCradio cones sl emce
: thefont dhumgltuism
LIANE FAULDE she didn'have time untl sheret
SLIANE FAULDER . |
Journal Entertainment Writer fromeaching o ealy ok, '
EDNONTON Nowshe dvotesherselforeading
| andwritng, which hs made this prt
., She'sa tiny thing o be competngin ofherfchebestever Evenasherbody
. fllcontact poetry. Nonetheless,at 4, slws down,she felsherslls sharp
. Mary T McDonad finds hrselfa e en,

e, readytofaceoffagainst poetsof “Sometimes i comes quickly, i sanin-
simiar tature, mephoricaly speak spiraion, andsometimest st she
ing, from acros the county. says, decubingher dady routneof writ:
The Edmonton poet, published and N ing But 1 it down and doit anyway.
- proud of it is oneof 12 inalists com- 11 not easy. s aways hard. But it
. peting ina CBC radio contest held to makes me feel good”
commemorate National Poetry Month, 1 Nowshe's orking on  ollectonof
The CBC PoetryFace-Off began eae | poems Heartwood Manor, about ving
thisyearwithpubicdisplaysofprowess maseniors residence. ereisatateof
by 60 combetantscoasttocoat vt onecalled The Dinner Hour:

ingon the theme ofescape. - “Time to put on my floral dress with
Thevworkofhe st onesandingcan o o, e cecolafaentherontape
be heard on the network's Web e ry T McDonal wiabrooch machaneckaceandclp

(cbccaanddﬂonammda] The earrings/advance tothe dining room

Apublicyilldecdewhowalksawaywith  [wantwid! Give me a ield of bt one footatatm/rying o sride nto

ecupbywnngonhne for their - grases/withthesharpodourofleafand - my young-woman walk/but inding

Irymldmgh(% WImghm% msmmyshou/thmgmm
scontrbuton, stars/ Y

8Be Damned, was recorded Feb. 0at - wild vilets/and arobinthat doesn't  She doesn' have many rends atthe

('Byme'spub. t reflctson her moveto ﬂyuﬂdrfm/mu]ngunghupm mdmmbodymmmmdmnd

siseniorsresidence twoyearsago. it Sometimes tha
{ “The surrounding formal gardens  McDonald i pleasedto b one ofthe fedsahttle but McDonald get
seemed) o be picked fom the pagesof - inaits,ustasshews leased when - outa o, She's ctve with Edmonto'

he Summer Seed Catalogue/crls of - hx fistbook ofpoems, Another Endof SaollofPoetrymdlooksfomrdto
nasturtiums/triangles of snapdrag- - heRoad, wes publishedin 1999, Butthe - monthlmeetingsofherpoerywriers
ons/rows of/marigods, all stood iy actofcreating th poetry is moreim- - poup.Poetry, sl sas i riend who
hemming)the boundriesofthe buld- - portant than contets orbooks. That' - isabwaysthere.

ing ecausethe work itselfis what makes - falder@thejoummal.canvest.com
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Prepare for
strolling poets
tostroll ... and

to recite poetry

BILL RANKIN
Journal Entertainment Writer
EDMONTON

“How do poets stroll?”

Shani Mootoo leaves her playful ques-
tion hanging.

She does suggest,
though, that the an-
swer may be as wide-
ranging as the number
of poets who will par-
ticipate in Sunday’s
Stroll of Poets eventin
Old Strathcona. There
are 140 of the word-
smiths registered.

Mootoo is the guest
speaker at the Stroll Brunch, where she
won’t be doing a poetry reading; she’ll
be talking about poetry, “a poetry that’s
off the page.”

Like the spoken-word poets, Mootoo,
who is also a painter and videographer,
believes poetry has to become a more
pervasive influence than is currently
the case, something everyone can par-
ticipate in and appreciate.

“It’s time to take poetry away from the
ivory tower,” she says.

She sees the value of an event such

Mootoo

as the Stroll of Poets as a way of gath-
ering the larger community together to

share their work.

“It brings a real consciousness of po-

. etry, poetry-making and poets as ordi-

nary people who want to read their
. stuff,” she says.
Mootoo was writer-in-residence at the

. University of Alberta two years ago and
. is teaching creative writing in the uni-
. versity’s English department. She re-
. ceived a Giller Award nomination in
! 1997 for her novel Cereus Blooms at

. Night.

Following the brunch, the only tick-

: eted event of the day, the poets will

=stroll, run, skip or scuttle to one of the

- nine venues in Old Strathcona to give
- their five-minute readings. The read-

Zings begin on the hour between 1 p.m.

sand 4 p.m.

» Tickets for the 11 a.m. brunch at the
Strathcona Legion are available at
~Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe and at the

~door. Mootoo speaks at 11:45 a.m. Tick-
. ets for the talk only are $5.

= A full schedule of readings was pub- |

“lished in the current issue of Vue Week-

by

©  The Stroll of Poets Society was found-

‘ed in 1991 to promote poetry. The

~ group organizes two annual poetry fes-

~tivals, publishes an annual anthology,
~and offers other programs such as read-
~ing series and workshops.

~ Italsoholds a 12 Days of Poetry festi-

“val in January. Poets selected during the

“Stroll get a chance to read their work

~again at the January wordfest.

“brankin@thejournal.canwest.com

Edmonton Journal
Friday, October 3, 2003
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Sunday,
October 5

e

140 poets
recite in several
Strathcona venues

The Alberta
- Foundation

Honowing
~for the Arts

Mary T McDonald 28

T Fani i i

with special guest

Shani MoOotoo

Performing at the

Stroll Brunch

11 a.m.

Strathcona L(‘s,lon
10416 - 81 Ave

$10 adv at Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe

$12 door

Mooloo performance only (11:45 am) S5 door

All other performances of the day are free.
Close the day at the No Bards Barred Bar,

5 p.m. Strathcona Legion

Final Schedule nohlished in VUE Weekv (1 2
Alhambra Books  Athabasca Books  B-Scene Studios Traveller Antiques  Greenwoods' International Hostel Naked Cyber Cafe O'Bymes Irish Pub
10309 Whyte 8228 1058t 8212 104 St & Bjame's Books  Bookshoppe 10647 81 Ave 10442 Whyte 10616 Whyte
B : PAGRER te Ui e AT L
' ' 1PM : 1PM e s PR
Julie Nancy Mackenzie M Jennie Frost Kath MaclLean Linda Jennings - Anne Marshall Geraldine Matus John Chalmers
Trevor John Zapantis Adam Dickinson Len Glerach Ben Murray Doug Eves Taras Toroshenko  Madeleine Shiller
Todd Anstead Audrey Whitson Sandra Mooney Vanna Tessier Carlean Fisher Dennis Porsnuk Jo-Ann Godfrey Phillip A Jagger
Patti Sinclair Joy Lardner -Ellerbeck Vince Pallier Jason Hammond Ruth Galloway Cathy L Hodgson ~ Michelie Lambert
Shelley Lawson Fred Anderson Francis A Willey Pat Dungan
R —- e e T 17 FEY e I T T —g
2PM : 2PM
Rusti Lehay Drew Jeffries Michael Appleby Ron Kurt Verret Jean Carmichael Thomas Trofimuk  Paul McLaughlin
Gerald St. Maur Barbara Curry Sherrilyn Jahrig Diane Buchanan Pritam Atwal McKenzie Brenda Love Ivan Sundal
Dennis Rusinak Anna Mioduchowska Therou Pierrette Requier Rique Edgar Gordon Emest Deborah Lawson
Jacqueline Smith  Oswald Meyer Brian Genereux Amy Willans James Thurgood Brotherston MacLennon Myriam Hempsiock
Trisia. Eddy Anne Rix ; Mechede Flynn TO.L. Tumer Catherine Naomi Mcliwraith
R T T R TR T TR Y T R T o Y RPTTC TR TR SR 0 o it 2~ 2
o 3PM . 3PM
June Smith-Jeffries  Audrey Shield Rebecca Schellenberg  Faye Francis Ruth Anderson Richard Davies Ken Wilson
Louis Munan John Sylvestre Dean McKenzie Donovan OPEN STAGE Ken Johnstone Kathy Fisher
Derek Newell Alison Nicholls John Leppard Rawn Sidor Michael Christina Tower Wendy Joy
Jenine Dumont Monica Rosborough  Margaret MacPherson  Karka Woloshyn Mary T McDonald PhiipAJaggor Tracy Murray Concorcia
Penny Hulchison  Heney Victor Beveriey Beckley Nicole Harrison Cheryl Kyle L Mendoza
2 . . 4 PM a _— o » 4m AR b ol
Andy Michaeison  Gina Varty Tim Cusack Joyce Pinckney Tom Emmens David Huggett Dianne Bennett Adriana Davies
Kathie Sutherland  Harold Cashman Shirley A Serviss Seaneen ORouwrke  Myma Garanis Darcia Dahl Gail Sobat Jocko
Andrew Thompson  Marcia O'Connor Tim'Scheybeler Jacqueline Bell Kathryn R Charr Maxwell Foster George Metcalf Jr  Connie Uoyd
Joyce Harries Sue Manheimer Carole-Anne Brown Darlene Spong Don Butler Audrey Seehagen Valerie Zimmel Scott Alderson
Kevin Clulow ¢ Tanya Dion Henderson Lana Phillips McKie Tavia Grabas
WUEWEEKLY @ OCTOBER 2-8, 2003 e
Vue Weekly October 2-8 2003
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NEW TO
ST. ALBERT?

If you are a
newcomer or know
someone who is

call Susan: 459-6818

BRIDES-T0-BE?
MOMS-T0-BE?

Poets stroll to matters of the heart, soul

Annual Whyte Ave. event féatures several St. Albert writers reading their works

By Bov Botkowski

S ey = LTS T
When she came to Canada from
Chile in 1976, Myriam
Hempstock knew she was from
an oppressed society which was
kind to neither the poor nor to
women. In Canada she ran into

W .

W

\

i
:
g
g
g
£

ant A R

Wi W

e
\2,;
-

two poems from her heart, as she
and dozens of other everyday peo-
ple share their work in this year's
Stroll of Poets event in

empst
St. Albert poets in the come-one-
come-all event, including Tim
Cusack, Len Gierach, Andy
Michaelson, Trevor Dekort,

Myrian Hempstock will read two poems about
Strathcona. The St. Albert woman

ing heavily in 1990 out of desper-
aﬁonbecunelmglawlymw

mmmgiwdmuadh\p
>
Hempstock, who marks her

10th year at the Stroll of Poets, mother with no relatives. [ Sunday are about womanhood. ry is very personal, but it's also
began creating poetry after her my child the first totally  an immigrant trying to make ends  about the struggle of women.*
daughter was born. *1 it-  scared. It was my outlet of  meet, | worked as a  The first poem is a small one

%
P g

McKenzie, a longtime musician
and poet, plans to read a piece
ubomtwohm&iendsmdone_
he wrote a decade ago about his
Journey Up The Burke Road. The
afternoon event is as much fun for
the poets as it is for audiences.
Pocts join the Stroll “who blow us The St. Albert Gazette, Saturday, October 4,

away.”

“This is a bunch of hose
bathroom closets g:ﬁ:uw
ers have been full of poetry for 15 |
Mlﬁmm.m

way, it.”

The Stroll of Poets begins at 11
am. the

The Stroll of Pocts allows non-
Writers to sit back and see, per

haps for the first time, .onmnoe special
don't otherwise m:ot;eh“ said su:um Peghﬂl M x
. % ; 0otoo. The
mmmm former presi- poetry readings in the area begin
! 3 2 at 1 p.m., with a No Bards Barred
mwmmryboayeb_emh bar and poetry sweatshop in the
h;.)p;nuuncomanmdbﬁns | legionat5p.m. Here's a lincup of |
2, l_ewblkb'«a\m'mg | m:dinpbybmlpoem
b s Mo | LB o, o Datr
i Mooney Ellerbeck, who is tak- (| Ave). Sandra ““"'x
| el e e Be S B 5
; Hdkﬁmdawpwm.mum Bjarne's Books (10522 Whyte), |
| Stretch, an affectionate ode to her 2 pm. — Myriam Hempstock,
old gym suit, O'Byme’s Irish Pub {10616
The public can cxpect most of | gttt :
w uchmqoffmlobefm Soal%&u:ﬁm, McKenzie; B-
verse, mnkmgrllum&icmﬂy, 4 pm. — Mi
she said. “The poctry s bout con- ol S,
can relate to. It's storytelling.* mmwe uwmjeri'i
See Poots, page 35 _ Bbetkowskid@stalbert greatwest.ca |

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

QRL<CE aOtarmram

166



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2003

Progressive Poetry

It'slucky 13 for the Stroll of Poets. The annual event that features
apack of poets and poetry readings at various locations through-
out Old Strathcona goes for the 13th year in a row this weekend.
More than 140 poetsstationed at eight venues will read and perform.
Participants will meet for brunch and a performance by guest poet
Shani Mootoo in the morning and proceed to the different venues
and readings at one-hour intervals.

When: Sunday, 11 a.m.

Where: Strathcona Legion, 10416 81st Ave.

Tickets: $10in advance from Greenwood Books, or $12 at the door.

Information: 459-4669, or www.strollofpoets.com.

Edmonton Journal Friday, October 3, 2003

NEWLY)

THE STROLL OF POETS
SOCIETY OF EDMONTON
1§ seeking
a) an ArchivistOrganizer/Writer for 3
short-term, intensive contract to com-
pile archives, consult the membership
via focus groups, and write procedural
manuals,
b) a Part-time Current Archivst or
Executive Secretary who will maintain
all financial, membership, meeting and
corrrespondence records of the Society
Full descriptions are viewable at
strollofpoets.com
Please submit applications to
admin@strollofpoets.com
no later than S p.m. Mon. Oct. 27, 2003

162281

Edmonton Journal Saturday, October 18, 2003

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2003

BOOKSHOPPE IS
)ST AN EVENING

FOCUS

Writers recited their works at
the 13th annual Stroll of Poets
in Old Strathcona on Sunday.

2
~

N

Photos: Jimmy Jeong, The Journal

1
Pritam Atwal reads from his work at Greenwoods.

LR

Jocelyne Verrett, above, moves into an expressive phase of her recital.
Julie Robinson, left, delivers her lines at Alhambra Books on Whyte.

Edmonton Journal Monday, October 6, 2003
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‘There is no money in poetry, but then there is no poetry in money, either. — Robert Graves

Somuch for the best laid plans
of mice and ed freelancers.

Ishow up 30 minutes early for
the Stroll of Poets' The 12 Days of
Poetry event, and for the Iffe of
me ] can't see a vacant seat in the
Martini’s Bar and Grill main
room.

Fortunately, Stroll Society
board member Andy Michaelson
and 12 Days co-ordinator Tim
Cusack have more foresight. The
duo arrived even earlier and
grabbed us a table towards the
back of the pleasant mock-Ed-
wardian downtown pub hosting
the tenth of 12 poetry perfor-
mance days.

“There’s a lot of excitement at
the readings this year, and we're
just packing the venues,” says
Cusack of the annual January
event. ‘It must be because it's our
lucky 13th.

“We've had 55 to 92 people per
event and have had to turn peo-
ple away.”

No exaggeration there, The
Martini’s event pulled in more
than 50 poetry fans, overflowing
into the bar’s -
billiards room,

andatleasta g : S35 i

dozen more 7 : :
show up later. UNCVELQUETEICHNIN s abin, ifsa piane... o, s astol of poets:
This outpour- Edmonton’ fromleﬂ,DemsPorstu(,RebeccanIgﬂelberg,
ingof supportis nions George Metcalf Jr. and Joyce Harries.
nosurprise to libraries and bars

folks who've RN tonight at “The Stroll membership boasts
been ollowing have been ringing ﬂmmﬁgl_ mmmmﬁngl“pmu,
the growth of (ORI RVE ST lenicHall.  known published authors ke
the Stroll of Po- : Inaddi-  Governor General's Award-win-
ets. N Itsall partofan e ner Tim Bowling to closet poets
Both Michael- |77 4 annual event by readings who've been writing for years
son;lxlngusack PoetGeorgewler. gives his best the Stroll of Poet t;rlomthg without a venue,” says Michael-
are toun- performance i’ € Slroll of Foets finalists, ~ son.

derline the acces- DRI the finale The range of poetry offered up
sible, grassroots featuresa  atStroll eventsis asbroad asthe
nature of the group. For starters, it's spread out performance by the RaultBroth-  backgrounds and ages of the po-
It's best known for the titular overadozendaysinearlyJanu-  ersrhythm-and-bluesband,and  ets, ranging from traditional
Stroll of Poets festival that takes A aRobbie Burns Day presentation  rhyming verse in a recognizable
place the first Sundayin October ~ And while the October Stroll bythe ever-energeticCusack,a  meterto deeply experimental
across various venuesinand can have up to 200 performing poet, full-time teacher and mem-

atthe festival, and geta poem n Befitting the democraticlean-  ner properly kilted. mi 'ETE H "ISH
the annual anthology.(’}ll‘hezell 2{}?}(,)3 ings of Lhﬂ(e“fgrosltl%detxaudi- a:?df?ufﬁ tt:’b:theh %&

edition weighed in ata encesat events vote it's the vast

135 pages.) fortheir favourite readerofthe  of the Stroll membership and : ;m:m b
The midwinter 12 Days of Poet-  evening, who then goesonto their approaches to poetry that Iﬂnlldlenic‘lllall 14501165t
ryeventisorganizedsomewhat  performatthefinale (andonly  make these events so accessible D Tickels ae $12 2 the door
differently. ticketed) 12th day, takingplace  tothe general public. "
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reads a series of highly entertain-
ing poems about the sexuality

of senior citizens and her
fascination with home design TV
shows.

Meanwhile, 44-year-old oil-
patch electrician Dennis Porsnuk
performs a series of narrative po-
ems set in small-town, blue-col-
lar Alberta featuring SUVs and
pit-stops at McDonalds.

Befitting a reading ina bar,
none of the four poets is overly
precious and lean towards hu-
mourous, shorter verse for their

10-minute segments.

you much more of an atmos-
phere,” says Cusack. “It's much
more intimate and moves you
away from the school-hall vibe
and amplifies the energy of the
poetry.”
According to Michaelson, bar
readings reflect the ancient per-
formance origins of poetry, echo-
ing epic poets like Homer

“Most poets who write from the

Rt!q“ are writingyicraral ctnff

“This isn't poetry that's about
intellectual abstraction. It’s
about action and feelings.”

Gilbert A Bouchard
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- TOM BRAD, Sen

WldPoms«lﬂymmbenMnadooWodmdaynmm.loﬂtoﬂzm.
Mane Buchanan, Paul McLaughlin, Seancen 0'Rourke and Andrew Thompson.

Foetry festival fine,
f short on rhymes

I am not a poet and 1 know it 1 am there-
ore able to come from a place of complete
lgnorance and clarity while attending one of
he 12 Days of Poetry, under way at the Stan-
ey A Milner Library and other poet-friendly
CNUCsS

‘What kind of crowd attends a poetry read-
ng on a Tuesday night in Edmonton in Jan-
hary? Other poets, mainly. The place is
backed. Even Michael Phair can't find a
bhair. No sooner do 1 arrive than | meet a
very nice woman named Shirley Serviss,
who asks, “Are you reading tonight?” All
poems are “read” even if poets have memo-
rized their poems. She thinks I'm a poet be-
kause I'd been seribbling in my notetdok as
f hit by sudden poetic inspiration, which
Lurns out to be true. “Tuming a deaf ear,
turning a blind eye,” are the words | just
wrote, from a conversation overheard just
peconds ago, Eerie.

Serviss is a poet. For how long?

“Oh, all my life,” she says

Of course. Poets are not made. They are
born

1 ask: Do you actually write “poct” in the
box marked “occupation” on forms?

As a malter of fact, yes, she explains.
\Serviss is a part time poet at University hos
pital, dispensing poetry to paticnts with
verses stuffed into pill bottles.

1 am surprised 1o learn that the event is a
competition, not just an exhibition. Ballots
are handed out. We're instructed to pick our
two favourite poets. The poet who gets the
most votes will be invited to read at the
“12th Night” finale Jan. 24 at the Hellenic
Hall). Serviss says it's all for fun, but I sus-
pect many poets take this very seriously. Po-
etic justice

The emcee takes the podium and a hush
falls over an already quiet crowd. Unlike the
library, ironically. This isn't the ideal place
7. sadimo n nunstisatod hy olat.

artfully and uses vivid lines like, “Time
lurched and skidded past him ™ That's sort of
how 1 feel

Applauding poets, I learn, is appropriate.
Ilecﬁrm,: is not.

Next up is Meshelle Flynn, a newcomer to
the poetry scene. An avid traveller who man-
ages to work the words “Regis and Kelly”
into one of her stanzas, she reads several po
ems. They don't rhyme, either. Two deal with
her grandmothers, one for each. Sample
“The essence of that day bas been woven into
me by the golden thread of your heart.™

After Flynn takes her leave, a Robbie
Burns poem called The Fomuicator is read, the
announcement of the title drawing lusty
whoops from a couple of women in the
crowd. Hmm ..

The last competing poet of the evening is
introduced: Naomi Mcllwraith, whose
mother is Metis and father Irish. Much of her
work here is about®earning to speak Cree; I
learn something new: nouns in Cree are el
ther “animate” or “inanimate.” Female pri
vate parts are the former, the male counter
part the Iatter, Mcllwraith says - and here
come the whoops again - though a good deal
of her poems are in Cree, so I'm not sure.

Since one of the scheduled pocts has the
flu, an open stage ensues. A poet named
Paul reads a poem called Bomn To Run that
has nothing to do with Bruce Springsteen
It's an ode to his prize-winning saluki dogs
John, a “new poet,” reads a work whose title
is longer than the m itself It's called
Making Love in the Mid-Afterncon When Time
is Short and Cireumstances Are Complicated
Then he reads it: “A quickie Is tricky.”
Whoops yet again. The poetry scene may be
wilder than | imagined

The last reader is Andy Michaelson, who
would've written “Alberta Justice
spokesman” in the occupation box four years
ago and is now a freclance writer and one of
the organizers of the 12 Days of Poetry. He

k Brenar reads a poem by

The Edmonton Sun January 2004
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-The 12 Days of Poetry
January 6 — 24, 2004

Free admission first 11 Days

I Tues, Jan 6, 7 pm—O'Byrne's Irish Pub, 10616 - 82
u s - Ave.
David Huggett, John Leppard, Tavia Grabas, Joyce Pinckney
Host: Ozzie Meyer

11 Wed, Jan 7, 7 pm—O'Byrne's Irish Pub, 10616

£ an 7, N - 82 Ave.
Linda Jennings, Anne Gerard Marshall, Shirdey A. Serviss, X
Vanna Tessier Host: John Chalmers *

r Thup:.h_n 8, 7 pm—O'Byrne's Irish Pub, 10616 - 82 Ave,
Andy Michs Deborah La . Jacqueline Smith,
Ronald Kurt Host: Tim Cusack

1V Fri, Jan 9, 7 pm—Steeps—College Plaza, 11116-82

»7p s Ave.
Ruth Galloway. Tim Scheybeler, Michael Appleby. i
Darlene Spong Henderson Host: Andy Michaelson

¥V Sunday, Jan 11, 2 pm—Whitemud Crossing Lib.

« ra
Shopping Ctr., 145, 4211-106 Street—Ben Mgrmy, Jorl{n
Chalmers, Connic Lloyd, Concorcia L. Mendoza

Host: Marilyn Hooper

VI Tues, Jan 13, 7 pm—Stanley Milner Libr i

R 3 : ary, 7 Sir
Winston Churchill Square—M. Jennic Frost, Ra\\"n Sidor,
Mecchelle Flynn, Naomi Mcllwraith  Host: Christina Tower

~Days 7 to 11 : Check VUE Weekly Jan 8 Issue ~

X Szftllrday, January 24,—7 pm The Grande Finale

gellemc Hall, 10450-116 Street—S$10 advance at
reenwoods’Bookshoppe,7925-104 Street, and V.

Books, 12433-102 Ave., $12 door —

» Eleven poets chosen by audience from previous Da: f
Po:.:uy give short readings in two sets = 2 s

. ;nbu!e to Robbie Burns, Tim Cusack

* Rault Brothers — outstanding Rhythm and Blues band

3 ED

regarded as one of Alberta’s finest! Come out and tmogic‘!m8

A e
Foundation
for e Arss

"I'he1ZDaysofPoehy'

w% January 6 — 24, 2004
e t3 Free admission first 11 Days

See last week's VUE or www strollofpoets.com for first six days

* esweavon

¢ B
Lamcesn >

cosmcit

Day VII Wed, Jan 14, 7 pm—Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir

Winston Churchill Sq Diane Buch Sue

Marxhei And: Th Paul McLaughlin =
> Host: Andy Michaelson

VIII Thurs, Jan 15, 7 pm—Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir

Winston Churchill Square—CIliff Therou, Anna

Mioduchowska, Fave Francis, Jocko FHosr: Shirley A. Serviss

IX Fri, Jan 16,7 pm-—Stanley Milner Libl’ilry, 7 Sir
W‘mston'(mnlrth‘ill'Sq_uam—Dmald G Butler, Oswald Meyer,

Host: Michael Appleby

X Sat, Jan 17, 2 pm—Martini’s Bar and Grill, 9910-109
Street—Joyce Harries. George Metcalf Jr.. Rebecca
Schellenb Dennis P k Host: Audrey Whitson
XI Sunday, Jan. 18,2 Whitemud Crossing Library
Sho!)ping Ctr., 145, 4211-106 Street—Gail Sobat, Sherrilyn
Jahrig. Jo-Ann Godfrey. Valeric Zimmel g
. Host: Kathie Sutherland
Day XII, The Grande Finale
Saturday, January 24, 7 pm

Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 Street—S$10 advance at

Greenwoods’Bookshoppe.7925-104 Strect. and Volume 11

Books, 12433-102 Ave., S12 door

« Eleven poets chosen by audience from previous Days of
Poetry give short readings in two sets.

« Tribute to Robbie Burns, Tim Cusack

« Rault Brothers — outstanding Rhythm and Blucs band. long
regarded as one of Alberta’s finest! Come out and boogie!

2 % ap
The Amerta ]
A Soc e Aves R Ty

Vue Weekly January 8-14, 2004
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Stroll is a time for words

St. Albert writers shine in juried poetry festival

BY ANNA BOROWIECKI
Staff Writer

Poetry has long suffered from a
stodgy image that can confine it to
dry classroom settings, but the Stroll
Society is attempting to re-energize
poetry into a more clectrifying form
with performance events such as 12
Days of Poetry.

Two St. Albert writers competed
in the 12 Days of Poetry grand finale
and revelled in the applause of
about 275 fans. Darlene Spong
Henderson and Andy Michaclson
were two of 11 readers who bared
their intimate thoughts, flaws and
all, to an enthusiastic crowd at the
Hellenic Hall on January 24.

“I felt energized. It was really a
great experience. I felt connected
and I was getting responses through-
out the reading of my poems. It was
probably because the poetry comes
from my experiences, not some-
thing I read in a magazine. It was a
very fast-paced and energetic
evening,” said Henderson.

Both pocts were amazed at the
variety of reading topics and styles
that ranged from life on the prairies

and parental tributes to loving
grandchildren and learning Cree.

Henderson chose to read four
straight-from-the-heart pieces that
included Homage to Dolene,a trib-
ute to her mother, and Lost and
Found, an anguished poem about
losing two sisters to cancer.“It had a
big effect on people and you could
hear them sucking in the air at the
brutal parts.”

In counterpoint to the darkness,
Henderson added two humorous
works, Under the Black Inky SRy
and Fratos, a poem written as a
rhyming middle-age rap song.
“Eratos, named after the Greek
muse of poetry,is a poem about hon-
ouring women as they get older, not
discounting them. As I read there

-were women in the audience nod-
ding their heads.”

In contrast, Michaelson sets off on
a flight of fancy to the Maritimes,
sharing unforgettable impressions
and memories of a summer’s holi-
day. Newfoundland Suite evokes
images of the brawny, yet gentle
innkeeper of his bed and breakfast
who worried about cod fishing.

And Better Gift details an expedi-

tion that took an unexpected turn.

“My wife and I were going to
watch the sunrise at Cape Spear —
it’s on the eastern edge. The sun rises
at 5:21 a.m. and just as we got there
the fog rolled in. In spite of the fact
we couldn’t see anything, it was a
moving, powerful image and it was a
better gift.” said Michaclson.

Michaelson’s poetic journey ven-
tured outwards to the sea exploring
the survivability of Newfoundland.
Instead Henderson stayed close to
the heart looking inwards at the
fragility of the human spirit.

Although different in nature, both
types of poetry inspired the audi-
ence.

“You go to read as much for sup-
port of other poets as to read your
own works," said Michaelson.

With Spring Reading Series
approaching on the last week of
March, Michaclson encourages
poets to join the society. For a $10
annual membership fee, poets
receive updates on readings, pro-
grams and seminars. Visit their web-
site -at www.strollofpoets.com or
call 4589145.

aborowiecki@stalbert greatwest.ca

The St. Albert Gazette Wednesday, February 4, 2004

Stroll, and two guest contributors — .
Wendy Morton of Victoria, Canadaé

Poet of the Skies, and Karen Solie, alg

writer-in-residence at the Umvasil'fd‘“
_ of Alberta. There will be readings by' '

selected poets, Starts 2 p.m., 1o

in the Edmonton Room of StanleyNH

Milner Library. - 191 Edmonton Journal Saturday, December 11, 2004
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EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS

Presents the weekly havin' a reading series. Scheduled
to read from their original works are local poets
Jocelyne Verret, Pierette Requier, Laurie McFayden, and
Ron Kurt.

When: Monday, 7 p.m.

Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909 86th Ave.

Information; 467-3878.

Edmonton Journal Friday, November 4, 2005

The Calgary Herald Sunday, September 12, 2004
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Poetry festival slated
for September

RICHARD HELM
Journal Books Editor
EDMONTON

A new weeklong Edmon-
ton arts festival plans to
bring poetrytothe peoplein
a big way this fall.

“Wewanttodosomething
that will put Edmonton and

poetryonthe map,” explains
city poet laureate Alice Ma-

jor.

. Themodel for the Edmon-
ton Poetry Festival, slated for
Sept. 18-24, is the Trois-Riv-
ieres International Poetry
Festival, now inits 21st year.
That festival now attracts
more than 100 poets from
around the world, dropping
verseat 375 events through-
out Trois-Rivieres in art gal-
leries, museums, cafes and
bookshops.

“There’s no similar literary
festival in Western Canada
that focuses on poetry,” Ma-
jor says. “The whole com-
munity gets involved. There
are poetry lawn signs, poet-
ry on the mailboxes. And it
brings 40,000 people to that
city each year.”

. Detailed plansare tobere-
‘vealed Tuesday at City Hall
but the Edmonton festival
hopes to welcome poet lau-
reates from across the coun-
try. Canada’s national poet
laureate, Pauline Michel, is

ED KAISER, THE JOURNAL, FILE
Alice Major

expectedto attend. The fes-
tival will include mentoring
for young Edmonton writ-
ers, a poetry-on-the-pave-
ment program for kids at Sir
Winston Churchill Square
and impromptu travelling
poetry performances across
the city.

Organizers have already
cleared one of the hurdles
that hasrepeatedly foiled ef-
forts to get a major book fes-
tival up and running in Ed-
monton. A major corporate
sponsor, Telus, has signed on
for the inaugural 2006
event. The city’s established
poetry players, The Stroll of
Poets and The Roar Spoken
Word Festival, are also on
board.

rhelm@thejournal.
canwest.com

Edmonton Journal Sunday, May 28, 2006
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WKITEK) GUILD UF ALBEKTA
Member night, Celebrate World Poetry Day. Attend a
night of readings from members of the Stroll of Poets,
Raving Poets, Poets Ink, the League of Canadian Poets
and other writing organizations, Open mike — sign up
on site. Come listen or share your words, World Poetry
Day is March 21,

When: Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Where: Steeps Tea Lounge on Whyte, 11116 82nd Ave.

Edmonton Journal Friday, March 24, 2006

STROLL OF POETS

The Stroll of Poets Society opens its first
week-long Edmonton Poetry Festival with a
fast-paced evening of Killer Blinks, poems that
take no longer than 30 seconds to perform.
Sixty poets will run the time gamut, a capsule
preview of the fall Haven Reading Series.
When: Today, doors at 6, blinks at 7 p.m.
Where: City Arts Centre at 10943 84th Avenue.

Edmonton Journal Friday, September 15, 2006

STROLL OF POETS

The Stroll of Poets Society opens the first ever week-
long Edmonton Poetry Festival with a frantic fast-paced
evening of Killer Blinks, poems which take no longer
than 30 seconds to perform. Sixty poets will run the
time gamut, a capsule preview of the fall Haven
Reading Series.

When: Monday, doors at 6, blinks at 7 p.m.

Where: City Arts Centre, 10943 84th Avenue.

Edmonton Journal Monday, September 18, 2006
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STROLL OF POETS

Annual general meeting and launch of the 16th annual
Stroll of Poets Anthology.

When: Sunday, 1 p.m.

Where: Stanley A. Milner Library, Edmonton Room.
Admission: Free admission and refreshments.

Edmonton Journal Friday, March 23, 2007

STROLL OF POETS SOCIETY EDMONTON

The Poets’ Haven Reading Series featuring poetry by
Audrey Brooks, Myrna Garanis, Loraing McFadden,
Juniper Quin and Harold Cashman,

When: Sunday 24 pm.
Where: Greenwoods' Bookshoppe, 7925 104th St

Edmonton Journal Friday, October 19, 2007

POETS' HAVEN

The Stroll of Poets Society present Jalal Barzanji,
Edmonton’s frst writer in exile along with local spoken
word artiss, Anna Mioduchowska, Sherrilyn Jaig,
Ruth Anderson Donovan and TOL Turner.

When: Monday, 7 p.m.

Where; Upper Crust afe, 10909 86th Ave.

Tickets: $5 at the door.

Information: www strollofpoets.com. or call Nic at 422-
8216.

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 18, 2008
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Edmonton Journal Monday, September 17, 2007

THE POETS' HAVEN WEEKLY READING SERIES

The Stroll of Poets Society celebrates the power of the
spoken word with Michelle Brandt, Sherrilyn Jahrig,
Nancy Mackenzie, Juniper Quinn and Ella Zeltserman.

When: Monday, 7 p.m.

Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909 86th Ave.

Edmonton Journal Friday, November 21, 2008
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Citys poetry

Re: “Poetic choice,” Editorial, May
27.

The only thing embarrassing or
controversial about the appointment
of Roland Pemberton (Cadence
Weapon) as Edmonton’s new poet
laureate was the way some local me-
dia assumed that local poets would
be shocked or disappointed.

Edmonton has a vibrant poetry
community in which many diverse
streams of poetry thrive. The Ed-
monton Stroll of Poets, Raving Poets
and the Edmonton Poetry Festival
Society are only some of the active
groups.

The Stroll offers a venue for both
listeners and performers and pro-
motes poetry to the wider commu-
nity. Raving Poets features both mu-
sic and spoken word awesomeness,
as poets perform as the Raving Poets
band improvs behind them. New
readers are always welcome.

At the Poetry Festival in April, there
were happy poets of all stripes (in-
cluding — gasp — some hip-hop
artists!). The festival was launched
with the “Blinks,” in which 60-plus
poets performed 30-second poems
in rapid-fire style. The festival took
place over several days and includ-
ed a poetry slam competition, a zen
poetry event, workshops, readings
in bars and coffee shops, and a finale
featuring many headliners, includ-
ing CR Avery, a blues singer/spo-
ken word/hip-hop performer from
Vancouver. Hundreds of local poets
came together at the festival to take
part and attend events.

To put it simply, poetry in Edmon-
ton is cool. The appointment of
Roland Pemberton as the newest
poet laureate is cool, too. Congrat-
ulations, Roland.

For more information on poetry
in Edmonton, visit www.strollofpo-
ets.com, www.ravingpoets.com, and
www.edmontonpoetryfestival.com.

Wendy Joy. Edmonton

Edmonton Journal Friday, May 9, 2009
History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

READINGS AT REVELATIONS

Be entertained and intrigued by members of the
Stroll of Poets, including Gary Garrison, Neil Meili,
Marguerite Redshaw and others.

When: Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Where: Revelations Book & Gift Co-op, 144 Whitemud
Crossing, 4211 106th St.

Cost: Free.

Edmonton Journal Friday, August 7, 2009

STROLL OF POETS .

The Stroll of Poets Society invites you to celebrate
the power of the spoken word with The Poets’ Haven
Weekly Reading Series.

When: Today and Sept. 24, 7 p.m.

Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909 86th Ave.
Admission: $5.

Information: Nic at 780-422-8174.

Edmonton Journal Friday, September 24, 2010

LITERARY EVENTS

STROLL OF POETS

The Stroll of Poets Society invites you to celebrate
the power of the spoken word with The Poets’
Haven Weekly Reading Series.

When: Fridays, 7 p.m., through Dec. 31.

Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909 86th Ave.
Admission: $5.

Edmonton Journal Friday, October 1, 2010

STROLL OF POETS

The Stroll of Poets Society invites you to celebrate
the power of the spoken word with The Poets’ Haver
Weekly Reading Series.

When: Mondays, 7 p.m., through March 21, 2011.
Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909 86th Ave.

Admission: $5.
Information: Nic at 780-422-8174, or strollofpoets.

com

Edmonton Journal Friday, October 22, 2010
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STROLL OF POETS: POETS' HAVEN READING AT
GREENWOODS

The Stroll of Poets Society invites you to celebrate the
power of the spoken word with a special Poets' Haven
reading at Greenwoods' Bookshoppe.

When: Sunday, 2-4 p.m.

Where: 7925 104th St,

Admission: Free.

Information: Call Nic at 780-422-8174 or visit
strollofpoets.com

STROLL OF POETS

The Stroll of Poets Society invites you to celebrate
the power of the spoken word with The Poets’ Haven
Weekly Reading Series.

When: Mondays, 7 p.m., through March 21.

Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909 86th Ave,
Admission: $5.

Edmonton Journal Friday, January 14, 2011

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Writing community is tight

Re: “Chan closes book as library’s writer-
in-residence; Author forged creative part-
nerships during splendid 12-month run,”
Paula Simons, Dec. 6.

I was pleased to see Marty Chan rec-
ognized for his creative approach to the
writer-in-residence position.

Chan has done a marvellous job and, as
Paula Simons noted, has also promoted
other writers and writing organizations
during his tenure.

1did, however, object to Simons’s descrip-
tion of the Edmonton writing community
as “sometimes fractious” and “faction-
plagued.”

I have been part of this writing com-
munity for over 30 years. I have served
on the boards of the Writers Guild, the
Canadian Authors Association and Other
Voices magazine and [ am currently on the
Poetry Festival board. I am also a longtime
member of the Edmonton Stroll of Poets
and I volunteer at Lit Fest.

Certainly, individual organizations have
had their internal challenges, but I would
describe the writing community as a whole
as supportive and co-operative. The Alberta
book awards, for example, are co-hosted by
the Writers Guild and the Book Publishers
Association.

The Poetry Festival has included events
organized by the Canadian Authors Asso-
ciation, the Stroll of Poets and the Raving
Poets, among others. Other Voices board
members have participated in Writers Guild
and Get Publishing conferences.

The organizations promote each other’s
events and there is crossover among their
members, attendees and volunteers.

v Shirley Serviss, Edmonton
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Anna Marie Sewell, Edmonton's new poet laureate, has been active in the city's poetry community for two decades and also teaches adult literacy.

Well versed in blending cultures

Ascity’s new poet laureate, Anna Marie Sewell
seeks to ‘braid together' many creative voices

FISH GRIWKOWSKY
Journal Staff Writer
EDMONTON

Anna Marie Sewell, an Edmonton
et of mixed aboriginal and Polish
eritage, is Edmonton’s fourth poet
jureate, She officially takes over du-
ies from 25-year-old hip-hop artist
\oland Pemberton Il on Canada
1ay.

Her appointment was announced
Vednesday at City Hall.

Among her mandates for the two-
ear position is “looking at cross-
ultural stuff, because that’s kind
f me — I'm cross-cultural stuff,”
aid Sewell, who is of Mi’kmag/
wnishnabe/Polish heritage.

Born in Fredericton, N.B., the

5-year-old has participated in Ed-
nonton’s poetry community for the
ast two decades and is a founding
nember of Stroll of Poets Society, a
athering of poets. During Edmon-

ton’s Cultural Capital year in 2007,
Sewell oversaw the Honour Songs
project, which underlined the impor-
tance of aboriginal communities as
part of Edmonton’s early history.
She also works as an adult literacy
instructor.

She also calls herself the Bike-nik
Poet during Edmonton’s Bikeology
festival. “It’s kind of a new thing to
have poets laureate for the city —
Ithink it’s a good thing,” she said
before the second-floor gathering
of poets, family and press began. ‘1
remember a bunch of poet cronies
sitting around about 20 years ago
joking, ‘Yeah, we need to be at city
hall” And here we all are.

“And 'm No. 4—whoo!”

Sewell moved to the cityin 1985 to
be with her sister shortly before her
father died. She was nominated for
the poet laureate position by Pamela
Anthony, director of Edmonton Win-
ter Lights Festival.

B Rollie

") Pemberton
" passes the

torch / C4

The poet’s recent work with the
Edmonton Public Library involves
bringing together aboriginal story-

tellers and_ actors to collaborate in

stage readings. ;
“Theideais you can braid together
a community of poets and you see
the continuity doing it,” she ex-
plains. “That's a good theme for a
lotof things that might come up with
this position. If you bring different
voices together, you see what are the
common threads, and you notice all
these neatand interesting things that
give it the colour and the shape.”
Mayor Stephen Mandel was exu-
berantin his praise for Sewell and
the position he helped create, which
pays an honorarium of $5,000.
“We spend millions and millions

and millions of dollars on LRT, on
roads, on recreation centres. And
we do not spend enough money on
todo a betterjob in creating a kind
of atmosphere for people like Rollie
(Pemberton) so they can stay here.
They will attract the kind of other
people who are so essential to the
City of Edmonton.”

During his stint as poet laureate,
Pemberton relocated to Montreal
in pursuit of his music career in
which he goes by the name Cadence
Weapon.

“Iwant to thank the honourable
Mayor Mandel for taking me on this
wild ride,” Pemberton said at the
podium before tallying his accom-
phshmems inoutreach, including

rming for large crowds at the
Olympm “Mybig thing about being
poet laureate was Iwanted to chron-
icle events and create hard copy, a
concrete document about whatit is
tobe from Edmonton.”

Sewell was casual and down-to-
earth during herintroduction, joking
that what she'd really like isa “poet
pony.” Describing her walks through

Edmonton Journal Thursday, June 30, 2011
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the city in beautiful yet critical de-
tail, she noted elements of poetry in
chalk messages outside the Remand
Centre, sad messages of hope.

She anticipates the interactivity of
the position. “I've got some hopes
that the things I plan to do will be
significant in their own way, build
onthe work of all the poets laureate
before me. Itall sets up a nice ground
for something hopefully fresh but
drawn from the same well of ideas.

“I'want to bring things together
to open them up. I work in adult
literacy and I've really seen how
creative writing is a great tool for
people to come into their own. You
know how important writing is for
oursociety— you can't function re-
allywell without it.”

Self-described as an Edmonton “Jif-
er"who “might stray now and then,”
she pinpoints the city’s allure.

“You discover there’s all this really
interesting stuff going on, and that’s
what Edmonton’s about. Why I still
hangaround here. You know, it's not
the weather.”

R g Ty ) st
edmo. i}

On T;viller @fisheyefoto

l.com
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11:30 am-1:30 pm: Short Order Poems & Concrete Poetry
Churchill Square
s 4
[ 11:30 am-1:30 pen: Poetry Central
-( Chorchill Squave
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POETS' HAVEN HOSTED BY THE STROLL OF POETS
Vanna Tessier will share poems fror
hapes
When: Sunday, 2-4 p
Where: Greenwoods' Bookshoppe
POETS' HAVEN READING SERIES
The Stroll of Poets Society invites you
power of the spoken word
When: Mondays (excluding holidays), 7-9 p.m. through
March 12
Where: Upper C
Ticket
Information: Nic at 780-422-8174 or strollofpoets
com

her book

Whyte Ave

eleorate the

10909 86th Ave

at tha donor

‘»
92 dl (ne aoc

Edmonton Journal Friday, February 10, 2012

LITERARY EVENTS
POETS' HAVEN READING SERIES -
EDMONTON STROLL

(RAL 7 ety invites yol
{0 celeDrate the power 0f the Spoken
Readine Saries

When: Every Monday, /-9 p.n

Where Upper Crust Cate. 10909

“OIN A
QUL B

Admission 3
info ! 122-8l

Edmonton Journal Thursday, April 18, 2013

POETS’ HAVEN READING SERIES
The Stroll of Poets Society invites
vou to the poets” haven weekly
reading series.

When: Every Monday until March 17,
7p.m.to9p.m.

Where: Upper Crust Cafe, 10909
86th Ave.

Tickets: $5 per person
Information: 780-422-8174

Edmonton Journal Thursday, January 9, 2014
History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Cast members rehearse Pierrette Requier’s Les Blues des oubliees at L'UniTheatre.

Requier celebrates
bilingual heritage

Edmonton’s poet laureate returns
to language of her heart in new play

LIZ NICHOLLS
EDMONTON JOURNAL
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Les Blues des oubliées
Theatre: L'UniThéatre
Written by: Pierrette Requier
Directed by: Brian Dooley
Starring: Giselle Lemire,
Mireille Moquin, Paul Humby,
Caroline Rouleau

Where: La Cité francophone.
9627 91st St

Running: Oct. 14 to 24
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STROLL OF POETS LOGOS & BANNERS
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2000

December 2016 May 2018

b Happy Canada Day from the Stroll of Poets!
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Qaé%y Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

June 1, 2018 June 29, 2018
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Happy Turkey Day!

October 5, 2018 October 26, 2018
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FROM THE STROLL OF POETS!

December 2020
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October 2021
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STROLL OF POETS ANTHOLOGY COVERS

The Anthology
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Stroll of Poets
Anthology

1. Stroll of Poets Anthology: '

: Edmonton 2007
i Edmonton
2006

2006 2007
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Stroll of Poets
Anthology

Edmonton 2008

2008 2009

Tﬁe Stroll
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2010 2011
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Stroll of Poets 2007 — 2010 Blinks

The Kﬂler | The ReVehge of the
Ehnk < | Killer Elinks

Jo othology of 30-second Poess

An Anthology of 30-second poems From Edmontan’s Stroll of Poets
From Edmonton’s Stroll of Poets 2008
2007
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Great Blinks of Fire

Monday April 25, 2011 The Artery (9535 Jasper Ave.), 7 p.m., doors 6:30

Good Gracious
Ahmed Ali Michelle Labossiere Brandt
Gereen Anderson Jim Lavers
Ruth Anderson Donovan Rusti Lehay
Pritam Atwal Virginia Lehay
Jennifer Balan Connie Lloyd

Jalal Barzanji

Ryan Robert Beauvais
Audrey Brooks

Lyra Brown

Diane Buchanan
Trevor Bykowski
Ernest Chiasson
Alison Clarke

Red Man Dan
Adriana Davies
Leslie Dawson
Janaan Dekker
Angela Dekort
Jennifer Eagle
Jannie Edwards
Douglas Elves

Sheila Firth-Warlund
Myrna Garanis

Gary Garrison
Jo-Ann Godfrey

Joe Gurba

Joyce Harries

Chris Hartum
Tymofiy Hawrysh
Cecilia Hutchinson
S. E. Ingraham
Wendy Joy

Ellen Kartz
Therezinha Kennedy
Chris Krueger

Brenda Love
Shona Macdonald
Alice Major

Aaron Marko
Anne Gerard Marshall
Lorraine McFaddin
Priscilla McGreer
Yukari Meldrum
Marco Melfi
Katrine Nielsen
Marcia O'Connor
Nicole Pakan
Patrick Pilarksi
Juniper Quin
Marguerite Redshaw
Pierrette Requier
Julie Robinson
Glenn Robson
Phyllis Schuell
Audrey Seehagen
Adam Snider
Neha Sonpar
Stuart Sparling
Ivan Sundal

Kathie Sutherland
Rebecca Traquair
Vanda Ulici Petrut
Jocelyne Verret
Ella Zeltserman
Danielle Zyp

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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THE EDMONTON POETRY FESTIVAL

2012

AND THE EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS PRESENTS
IBBLANKS IN THE HEART

OUR QUEEN OF HEARTS
Anna Marie Sewell

TRIPLE BYPASS
Audrey Brooks
Melle Huizinga
Marco Melfi
Diane Robitelle
Virginia Lehay

YOUR BLINKS PHILHARMONIC
Ivan, Naomi, Wendy and Rusti

SWEET HEARTS
Wolfgang Carstens
Deborah Lawson
Rachael Lindley
David McCargar
Edin Viso

PACEMAKER BLUES
Richard Mackie
Janet E. Smith
Aaron J. Marko
Sheila Firth-Warlund
Kathie Sutherland

THE INFARCTIONS
Ivan Sundal

Myrna Garanis
Jo-Ann Godfrey
Marguerite Redshaw
Karen-Ann Selzler

VENTRICULAR VIXENS
Rusti Lehay
Magdalen Balan
Virginia Balan
Jennifer Balan
Gereen Anderson

HEMOGOBLINS
Christine Falk
Ella Zeltserman
Priscilla McGreer
Ryan Willis
Danielle Zyp
Douglas Elves

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

OUR KNAVE OF HEARTS

Jem Roles

BEATIT

Ernest Chiasson
Jocelyne Veret
Diane Buchanan
Leslie Dawson
Shirley Serviss

ATRIAL ARTISTS
Mary Campbell
Scarlett Eyben
Alison Clarke
Katelyn Loshny
Alice Major

HEARTS ON FIRE
Len Geirach
Jannie Edwards
Gary Garrison
Audrey Seehagen
Tymofiy Hawrysh

THE STENT SHUFFLE
Pierrette Requier
Jairus Bilo

Matt Dekker

Liz Maki

Therezina Kennedy

RHAPSODY IN RED
Janaan Dekker
Hugh McAlary
Allison Akgungor
Charissa Vandergrift
Katie McPherson
Katirine Nielsen

THE HEART THROBS
Anne Gerard Marshall
Julie Robinson

Cecilia Hutchinson
Pritam Atwal

David Brydges
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THE EDMONTON POETRY FESTIVAL
AND THE EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS PRESENTS

BLING IT ON BLINKS!

OUR HONORED GEM
Michael Phair

TIFFANYS
Audrey Brooks
Melle Huizinga
Marco Malfi
Diane Robitelle
Cynthia Bale

YOUR BLINKS PHILHARMONIC
Ivan, Naomi, Vanda, Gary and Diane

CASH FOR GOLD
Anna Marie Sewell
Deborah Lawson
Tallulah Barrett
Anton Capri

Edin Viso

THE HOPELESS DIAMOND
Harold Cashman

Janet E. Smith

Aaron J. Marko

Dianne Dalley

Adriana Davies

THE LUCYS IN THE SKY
Ivan Sundal

Myrna Garanis
Jo-Ann Godfrey
Rayonne Doucet
Karen-Ann Selzler

CUBIC ZIRCONIAS
Rusti Lehay
Magdalen Balan
Virginia Balan
Jennifer Balan
Kasia Gawlak

FOOLS GOLD

Anne Gerard Marshall
David Brydges

Vanda Ulici Petrut
Hendrik Slegtenhorst

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

OUR 24 K GUEST

SILVER SPURS
Ernest Chiasson
Philip Jagger
Wendy Joy
Leslie Dawson
Efim Konovalov

PINK PANTHERS
Mary Campbell
Scarlett Eyben
Alison Clarke
Jim Lavers

Alice Major

RUBY TUESDAYS
Rachel Marchant
Karen Lumley

Gary Garrison

Audrey Seehagen
Naomi Mcllwraith

GOLDFINGERS
Chris Michaud
Jairus Bilo
Matt Dekker
Peter Midgley

Therezina Kennedy

GLITTER GULCH GANG

Janaan Dekker
Anna Mioduchowska
Allison Akgungor

Marcia O’Connor
Jenny Olsen
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THE EDMONTON POETRY FESTIVAL

2014

AND THE EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS PRESENTS

IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE

OUR HONORED BLINKER
Ben Henderson

OPTICAL ILLUSIONS
Audrey Brooks
Melle Huizinga
Marco Melfi

Diane Robitelle
Morgan Smith

YOUR BLINKS PHILHARMONIC

20/20s
Dani Zyp

Deborah Lawson
Hank Binnema
Doug Elves
Kadrush Radogoshi

TWO BLINKS FOR YES
Harold Cashman
Janet E. Smith
Emanuel Blosser
Alida Van Braeden
Adriana Davies

EYELASH EXTENDERS
Ivan Sundal

Myrna Garanis
Jo-Ann Godfrey
Rayanne Doucet
Jennifer Olsen

VISINE VIXENS
Rusti Lehay
Gereen Anderson
Phyllis Shuell
Elisia Snyder
Cheryl Luck

RAPID EYE MOVEMENTS
Anne Gerard Marshall
David Brydges

Christine Falk

John Leppard

Deano Dei

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

OPTICIANS
Sharon Ingraham
Philip Jagger
Wendy Joy

Mark Kozub

Ruth Anderson Donovan

CLARITIN CREW
Mary Campbell
Scarlett Eyben
Alison Clarke
Madura Katta
Alice Major

WINKIN’ BLINKINS
Rachel Marchant
Brian Breckon
Gary Garrison
Audrey Seehagen
Naomi Mcllwraith

CORRECTIVE LENSES
Yukari Meldrum
Corrine Jackson
Karen Lumley

Brian Chan

Hugh McAlary

CORNEA KIDS
Pushpa Acharya
Anna Mioduchowska
Allison Akgungor
Marcia O’Connor
Katrine Nielsen
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2015

THE EDMONTON POETRY FESTIVAL
AND THE EDMONTON STROLL OF POETS PRESENTS

GONE WITH THE BLINKS

OUR HONORED BLINKER
Joanna Lilley

THE MINT JULEPS
Audrey Brooks
Melle Huizinga
Marco Melfi
Diane Robitelle
Mikayla Bortscher

YOUR BLINKS PHILHARMONIC

THE CRINOLINS
Dani Zyp
Deborah Lawson
Hank Binnema
Doug Elves
Tamara Carlson

SCARLETT’S LETTERS
Matthew Dekker
Jud Dudley

Emanuel Blosser
Alida Van Braeden
Diana Harrington

THE TERRA THEMATICS
Ivan Sundal

Janaan Dekker

Jo-Ann Godfrey
Rayanne Doucet
Jennifer Eagle

THE CURTAIN ROD KIDS
Rusti Lehay

Joey Jalal

Ellen Kartz

Elisia Snyder

Cheryl McConnell

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

FRANKLY MY DARLINGS

Sharon Ingraham
Philip Jagger

Wendy Joy

Anne Gerard Marshall
John Leppard

ATLANTA FLAMES
Marijan Megla
Scarlett Eyben
Alison Clarke
Madura Katta
Alice Major

CONFEDERATES
Roylin Pico

Janet E. Smith
Gary Garrison
Audrey Seehagen
Naomi Mcllwraith

SOUTHERN BELLES
Edin Viso

Anna Mioduchowska
Karen Lumley
Allison Akgungor
Marcia O’Connor
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2016

EVERYTHING BUT THE KITCHEN BLINKS

Pack it in! Bring it all! Load ‘er up! We’re moving to the Mercury Room for this year’s rapid-fire
night of 30-second poetry! Poets of every flavor are invited to deliver their best and briefest
lines or rhymes of verse and spoken word — whatever they can squeeze into half a minute.
Hosted by Pierrette Requier, Edmonton’s Poet Laureate and the Blinks Philharmonic.

Bag it, box it, tie it with a string and bring your friends, all of them, everyone, whatever fits for
Everything but the Kitchen Blinks!

Sign up at sighup@edmontonpoetryfestival.com before Friday, April 8!

Co-presented by The Edmonton Poetry Festival and the Stroll of Poets Society.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 196



2017

The Edmonton Poetry Festival

&

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets

Present

QuickSilver Blinks

Our Most Esteemed Hosts:

David Crone
& Alice Major

Poets on a Silver Platter
Gary Gully

Markus Eymann
Deborah Lawson

Phyllis Shuell

Mercury Rising
Maxwell Foster

John Leppard
Alice Major
Diane Robitelle

Silver Belles

Ellen Kartz
Rayanne Doucet
Wendy Joy
Naomi Mcllwraith
Diana Herrington

Quicksand
Manny Blosser
Trudy Grienauer
Jo-Ann Godfrey
Michelle Blance

Silver Tooth Tigers
Janis Dow

Guy Chambers
Doug Elves
Audrey Brooks

= O = N N = S D M = I =

Knights of Silver
Karen Lumley
Gary Garrison
Alison Clark

S. E. Ingraham

All That Glitters
Randy Wolfert
Gerald St. Maur
Mary Campbell
Ivan Sundal

Silver Plated Poets
Marcia Johnson
Jennifer Eagle
Allison Agunkor
Andy Michaelson
Adriana Onita

Seaneen O'Rourke

Neil Meili
Marco Melfi
Roylin Picou

And Finally:

The inspired poems of

the intermission

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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MADE YA BLINK

Our most esteemed hosts this evening:
John Leppard & Janis Dow

Blinks Reading Groups:
Dust Motes

Trevor Hughes

Jo-Ann Godfrey

Doug Elves

lvan Sundal

Jennifer Eagle
Flash Bulbs

Ellen Kartz

David Brydges

Manny Blosser

Maxwell Foster

Audrey Brooks
Staring Contests

Alida VanBraeden

Matthew Dekker

Laurel Sproule

Mary Campbell

Jannie Edwards

Diane Robitelle
KABAMMM!

Stef Guillard

Kim Mannix

Edward Martin

Gary Garrison

Heather Lueck

Rayanne Haines
False Lashes

Adriana Onita

Alice Major

Trevor Hughes

Janelle Schmidt

Anne Gerard Marshall

Guy Chambers

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

2018

I e

The Stroll of Poets Society
&

The Edmonton Poetry Festival

Proudly Present

The Blinks
2018
MADE YA BLINK!

Be &t

e
POETRY

5) (el

Blinks 2018

Blinks-themed Intermission Poem Challenge:
hosted by Alice Major

Blinks Reading Groups:
Sour Lemons

John Leppard

Anna Mioduchowska

Tim Barker

Destyni DeLuca

Hailey Siracky
Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

Nicole Fitzpatrick

Corine Demas

S.E. Ingram

Susana Chalut

Lisa Mulrooney
Tear Jerkers

Kim Blair

Matthew Stepanic

Rusti L Lehay

Virginia Balan

Janis Dow
A Flash of Genius

Markus Eymann

Gary Gully

Rose Maria Sackela

Marco Melfi

Allison Akgungor
Dilated Pupils

Kelsey Kliparchuk

Michael Gravel

Rebecca Taquair

Deborah Lawson

Seaneen O'Rourke

Blinks Intermission Challenge Champion announced
Draw prizes announced



2019

Many Thanks:

The Stroll of Poets Society,
The Aviary &
The Edmonton Poetry Festival

.. and all of the poets
who risked the wrath

[Winking, Blinking & Naughty]
of The Blinks’ Philharmonic!

April 22, 2019

The Aviary
2 &3
-
EDMONTON
g@% POETRY
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The Stroll of Poets Society
and the Edmonton Poetry Festival
proudly present

The Blinks

Hosts: Naomi MclIlwraith & Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet

Blinks’ Philharmonic:
Rev. Audrey Brooks, Gary Garrison, Ellen Kartz, Diane Robitelle

The Naughty List (Poets & Teams):

1. Naughty Nots 2. Wicked Blinks
Trudy Grienauer Hugh McAlary
Tamara Aschenbrenner Gary Garrison
Faryal Memon Lisa Mulrooney
Leslie Dawson Janelle Schmidt
Carolyn Cordell Devika Short

3. Knotty Normans 4. Wee Willy Winkles
Guy Chambers Stef Guilly
Naomi Mcllwraith Sarah-Jean Krahl
Manny Blosser Andrew Thompson
Sage Marco Melfi

5. Winkles in Time

Jennifer Eagle

Matthew James Weigel Intermission
Don Hamaliuk Poetry Challenge
Ellen Kartz hosted by Alice Major
Rachel Lindley-Maycock aQ

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

Poets & Teams (continued):

6. Blinking Sailors
Diane Robitelle
Leanne Myggland-Carter
Kerri Strobl
Alison Clarke

8. Witty Winks
Gary Gully
Joel Brooks
Lois Hammond
John Leppard
Carol Bear

10. Winky Blinks
Rev. Audrey Brooks
Charlotte Cranston
Alice Major
Deborah Lawson
Anne Gerard Marshall

7. Naughty Officers
Carolyn Woods
Alida Van Braeden
Tim Barker
Philip Lister

9. Where are your Pants?
Kim Blair
Hank Binnema
David Brydges
Vivian Zenari
Mary Campbell

11. Blink & You Miss Them

Awards & Prizes

Poetry Challenge Winners Announced
Blinks Special Prize Winners Announced
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Stroll of Poets Society Chapbooks 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

Magpie Poems

by members of

The Edmonton Stroll
of Poets Society

Thirty Years of Strolling

Poems by the Edmonton
Stroll of Poets Society

A 30th Anniversary Chapbook

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen

LLocal Planet

Poems about
Global Warming

By members
and friends of

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets
Society

Winter Water

poems by members of

The Edmonton Stroll
of Poets Society
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STROLL OF POETS SOCIAL MEDIA

Stroll of Poets Website
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Stroll of Poets Society

A welcoming community of poets since 1991
Haven Reading Seriesexpand child menu

About the Stroll

Stroll of Poets Anthology 2021expand child menu
Join the Strollexpand child menu

Contact Usexpand child menu

30 Poems in 30 Days

Find Us On Facebook

Sponsors

DONATE TO THE STROLL

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

Tweets by @strollofpoet

About the Stroll
As an art form, poetry is deeply rooted in oral performance and there’s nothing
like performing a poem to find out what works and what doesn’t. The Stroll
exists to provide poets with an opportunity to connect with an audience, both
through our Haven Reading Series and our annual printed anthology.

We are a warm and friendly grassroots organization, we create a supportive
community of artists that welcomes members of all ages and all levels of
experience.

To learn more about our past see The Stroll of Poets Then and ‘A Glance Back
at the Birth of the Stroll’

What We Do

The Stroll of Poets offers a weekly reading series called The Poets’ Haven
Reading Series, running from September to March on most Monday evenings
and some Sunday afternoons. Check out the Haven Reading Series for more
details.

The Stroll publishes an annual anthology that showcases the poems of members
who have read at a Haven event. All members receive a free copy as part of
their membership fee, with extra copies available for purchase. For more details
visit The Stroll Anthology.

We host a special event in April called The Blinks that regularly kicks off The
Edmonton Poetry Festival. This evening of rapid-fire, 30-second poetry is
always a popular attraction.

Additionally, The Stroll of Poets sponsors other special events or collaborations
like the The Blinks — an evening of rapid-fire, 30-second poetry to kick off
the Edmonton Poetry Festival — all designed to enhance the poetry
experience for our community. Subscribe to our newsletter by visiting

the Contact Us page or follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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How We Operate
The Stroll operates with an active volunteer board, elected at the AGM held in
March. Directors are elected for a one-year term to:

Welcome and support new and establish poets

Coordinate the weekly Haven Reading Series

Publish an annual anthology

Coordinate volunteers

Ensure fiscal management and securing grant applications

Promote the Stroll, poetry, and the writing and arts community

For more information on board positions and responsibilities see the Bylaws for
the Duties of Board Officers.

The Stroll of Poets also employs a part-time administrative staff member, Ellen Kartz, through
an agreement with the Writers’ Guild of Alberta. Ellen may be contacted at 780-422-8216 or via
her contact form.

The Stroll of Poets is a non-profit organization, duly registered under the Society’s Act and
governed by a regularly reviewed set of bylaws. View the Bylaws.

The Stroll of Poets is committed to creating a welcoming, respectful, and harassment-free
environment for its board, members, and guests. The Stroll’s Discrimination & Harassment
Policy is intended to prevent and deal with discrimination and harassment in a fair, effective, and
efficient manner to maintain a climate of respect and inclusion.

THE STROLL OF POETS THEN

During its first 15 years, The Stroll of Poets festival was held on the first Sunday of October.
Any Stroll member who signed up by the end of July could perform at the festival. There were
generally between one and two hundred poets taking part, in groups of four or five poets, in one
of a dozen or so venues in Old Strathcona over the Sunday afternoon — five-minute
performances.

Before the readings began, however, there was an annual brunch with a special guest reader to
inspire and prime the poets prior to Stroll. This would bring out about a hundred people.

Each scheduled performer at the October festival could submit a poem on the day of the festival
for publication in the Stroll of Poets Anthology, and could also enter that submission in a blind
contest. The submissions were then judged by a jury of high-profile community members from
different walks of life. The judges selected 44 of their favorite poems, and the authors of these
poems were then asked to take part in the 12 Days of Poetry, the second annual festival.

History of the Stroll — Max Vandersteen 204



Initially a holiday-season series, The 12 Days of Poetry evolved to take place in the middle
weeks of January. Four poets performed at each of the first eleven Days of Poetry — ten-minute
performances. The audience at each of these shows would then cast ballots on whom they would
like to see move on to the next step and perform at the 12th Day of the festival, the grand finale.
The eleven poets chosen by audience demand from the first eleven Days give five-minute
performances on the 12th Day. The 12th Day was a ticketed event, and it often included such

features as Robbie Burns Day celebrations and a wrap-up dance.

A Glance Back at the Birth of the Stroll

As we prepared for another annual Stroll of Poets, a several years ago, I thought back to the first
Stroll, to why and how it began; and wondered whether it was still meeting our needs. My needs
as | saw them back then likely were similar to those of all poets.

After several years away from poetry, I had begun composing poems again in the late eighties. I
looked, too, for outlets: especially public readings. There were a few readings here and there
around town. Mostly they were “juried” by what appeared to be very narrow cliques. Getting a
spot on the roster of readers seemed a matter of currying friendship and favour with a host. Many
other poets appeared to be in the same position as I was: outsiders.

The format of a short series of readings organized by a group of women was the most promising
and fairest I had seen: two invited guest poets, augmented by an open stage to a reasonable
maximum number. With a break, the entire program reached to two hours. I was grateful to Ruth
Donovan, Alice Major, Rhona McAdam and the others for that very pleasant and well-promoted
mini-series; so was disappointed to learn that they were not going to continue it. To keep it alive,
I contacted them and found myself reconvening an organizing committee. This time it comprised
Alice, myself, Diane Zinyk and Glen Kirkland. We held a season of a half- dozen monthly
readings in the above format. in general we felt quite good about the series, but the stagnant
attendance figures made us wonder whether there might not be something lacking in our format
or approach. In June of 1991, that series also came to a close.

Must poetry accept its status of pauper of the arts? What could be done to give it the weight of
public acceptance, and hence an ever-expanding importance? The Fringe brought new audiences
to live theatre, and the Gallery Walk drew new patrons into art galleries. But how to do the same
for poetry . . . ? I mulled over these questions when chatting with Lori White, proprietor of
Afterwords, a second-hand bookshop on Whyte Avenue (long since gone). But of course: there
are several venues on Whyte which could lend themselves well to poetry readings: bookshops
and bistros. Do it all on the same day: it becomes an ‘event” then. Lori was intrigued and
volunteered her shop. I went around the corner to speak to Margo Cross of Athabasca Books, and
she began her long enthusiasm for our event. Down the street to Bjarne’s Books. Bjarne Tokrud
liked the idea. At that point I knew it could fly. I called Ivan Sundal, and his enthusiasm told me
that poets would go for it. He and I convened a meeting on August 23, 1991.

Glen Kirkland, Alice Major, Bert Almon, Ruth Donovan, Olga Costopoulos, Anna Marie Sewell,
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Ken Wilson, Ivan and I and met and set a plan for the first Stroll of Poets exactly two months
later. We all worked the phones, contacting every poet we knew.

It was all organized on a shoestring. Most publicity was free; though we charged each venue ten
dollars, which gave us a promotional budget of $110.

Twenty-seven days before the event, we held a general meeting of all the poets, the agenda
including the question of whether to form a society. Near the end of the meeting someone asked
if an anthology could issue from the event. Logic dictated that there was no time to consider it,
but we were poets. Again, several people spread the word by phone to ask poets each to submit a
poem to the publication. Lori’s bookstore was the “post office” where poems were to be dropped
off and picked up. The $690 printing cost was, I think, fronted
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by Tom Trofimuk; and Toni Ford designed the now-familiar page layout of our anthology. With
165 copies printed by Stroll day and another fifty available later, he recouped his money. Most
copies were sold to Stroll members themselves, of course. While we have a few copies of
subsequent anthologies still available, there are none to be had of this inaugural issue; rare and,
within a tiny market, likely quite valuable. Stroll day, October 27, brought a gratifying turnout to
hear the sixty or seventy poets despite the early cold snap. The first “No Bards Barred Bar” took
place after the event, and all of us felt quite drunk on poetic euphoria even before entering the
bar.

In November we applied to register as a society, and spent one Sunday filing slowliy through

Athabasca Books where a cable TV cameraman recorded dozens of poets, each reciting for the
broadcast audiences. Members even reported seeing some clips in subsequent months.
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Then came the first “Twelve Days of Poetry,” many of them grouped around themes.
Fortunately, our list of poets extended no further than could be accommodated through the
twelve days; with the finale just like the other evenings, only bigger. Five or six poets performed;

culminating in Mary Howes reciting to the musical background of Guerrilla Welfare. We all got
drunk that night too.

Our first Annual General Meeting took place in March, 1992. Ivan Sundal was duly nominated
and elected President. Plans were set, structures formed, and we were away.
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But growth brings new problems. If we were to fulfill our democratic, inclusive goals, we were
going to have to accommodate many more poets than before. Formulas for reading schedules
were debated, and the issue resolved. One problem threatened to halt the anthology publication,
however; if we were to print an anthology with each poet again given a full page for poem and
bio, a new physical format was required. We couldn’t saddle staple the binding by volunteer
labour, as we had in the first year. The larger size called for “perfect” binding, which meant a
much higher cost of publication. How to raise the funds for it? With a mixture of excitement and
dread, Ivan and I and a few others launched ourselves into organizing a small fundraiser. “Poets
of the Four Quarters” took place on the summer solstice, during which four favourite poets
recited in the four corners of the 33rd floor observation level of the AGT Tower. The event was
catered with wine and a variety of munchies from our gracious restaurateur supporters, and our
poets recited their last lines as the sun set at 10:06 p.m. The profit came to about $350: not huge,
but enough to leverage the credit of our printer of several years, Ali of Scholastic Printing. We
had also received our first grant from the Alberta Foundation of the Arts, to be used for other
expenses of our season.
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The expanding roster of poets created challenges in organizing the Twelve Days of Poetry, as
well. The 1992 event was created around eleven poets chosen from the anthology by the
producers of CBC Radio literary programming in Edmonton. These eleven poets were then each
asked to invite three others to recite on the same evening. The CBD producers attended all
eleven events, selected their favourites, and recorded these at the 12th Day of Poetry.
Controversy erupted amongst the poets who had not been included, for they felt that you had to
be someone’s friend to be selected. The point was valid, so the executive came up with the plan
that we all know by now: blind judging by jurors drawn from the community, and so on. in
retrospect we have often marvelled at how the Stroll year had become a cohesive whole. The all-
inclusive Stroll fed poems to the Anthology, the Anthology fed the roster into the 12 Days of
Poetry, and the first eleven days created, by audience vote, the shortlist for the finale.

The weekly series arose at some point to fill a further need for poets to recite. Again, we
struggled with the issue of democratic selection, and filled the first weekly series roster through a
kind of hockey draft. Each weekly series is constructed in a different way, however, reflecting
the creativity of the year’s executive.

——
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And the writers’ circles continue as well. I wish more members took advantage of them. My own
experience with them was positive, for we all tried to extend the democratic and peer-support
ethic into the round- table discussion.

I wish all Stroll members and executive members much fertility in their imaginations as they
work on the Stroll. To new members: put your own stamp on it; just be prepared to adapt to the
demands of the membership; for events organized with the same individuals at centre- stage and
as arbiters tend to frustrate the poetry community. Better to have a rotating roster of hosts and
styles running each reading. - Doug Elves, 2005

Help celebrate the Stroll’s 30th Anniversary!
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It’s been 30 years since the first Stroll in September 2021—what a great opportunity for us to
celebrate our remarkable poetry community. During this coming year, we want to recognize the
contributions of members past and present, and imagine the future. It’s also an opportunity to let
more people know about the Stroll.

So we are looking for ideas. How would you like to celebrate the Stroll’s anniversary? You’re
invited to submit a proposal that could be implemented during our 30" year.

Perhaps you’d like to put together a chapbook of “30” poems or do a special project to profile
our poetic community. Maybe you can think of new ways we can use technology. Maybe there’s
a special event, workshop or mentoring idea you’d like to coordinate. (Imagine an actual Stroll
afternoon again!)

We hope for great ideas, and know we can’t do everything. But we’re hoping to pick at least
three that are feasible. Proposals will be evaluated based on the following:

how they meet the goals for the 30™ anniversary,

logistical considerations,

feasibility

interest to members and the poetry community

The Stroll’s Board will assist with promotion and advertising, liaising between activity/event
leaders and interested members. Unfortunately the Stroll can’t contribute funds, but will offer in-
kind support where possible.

Deadline to submit a proposal is September 27, 2021, so you have all summer to polish your
proposal and talk to others who might be interested in helping to make it happen.
If you have any questions, please contact Shirley Serviss at sserviss@telus.net
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Submit proposals through THIS FORM online.
Posted on September 9, 2021 Author Chaucer
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Stroll of Poets Facebook Group Page

As I look into my eyes
I see the truth and a thousand lies.

I place a finger on my mouth

To keep the words from falling out.

The broken nail I can’t disguise

Or kiss the tears from my eyes. WWW.Strollofpoets,com

The mirror breaks with shattered glass
Like broken bones on my path.
Mend my nail, dismiss the lies
Save my soul from its demise. Find us on Facebook

mather@writersquild.ab.

About

The Stroll of Poets is a welcoming community of poets. Launched in 1991, we have been a friendly and inviting group for poets
of all levels.

The Haven Reading Series is our main event where poetry is shared in front of a supportive audience. The series runs from
September to March on Monday evenings at the Upper Crust Café and some Sunday afternoons at Audreys Books. Each Haven
features scheduled readers as well as an open mic.

Each year we publish our annual Stroll Anthology that includes poems submitted by members that have read at a Haven.
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We also host Fresh Verse, an event dedicated to poets under 25, offer writing workshops and are involved in the Edmonton
Poetry Festival.

You can learn more at strollofpoets.com and follow us on Twitter @strollofpoets.

We hope to see and hear you soon!

Public

Anyone can see who's in the group and what they post.

Visible

Anyone can find this group.

General

Max Vandersteen
Admin

e

- September 6 at 6:44 PM -
Stroll Haven Launch - Wordy Thirty!
It’s the launch of the Stroll’s 30th year—three decades of sharing community and words. So
we’re kicking it off with Wordy Thirty, an all-open-mic Haven at Home on Monday, September
13 at 7 pm.
The 30th anniversary is celebrated with pearls. So open your inner oyster and bring us those
glossy lines, well-strung stanzas, pearls of wisdom. What does 30 suggest to you? A deep dive?
A treasure chest of memory? Pushing 30? September with its 30 days? Why not string 30 shining
syllables or 30 iridescent words into a poem?
We’re looking forward to a wordy, wonderful evening!
Wordy Thirty
Haven From Home — Monday, September 13, 2021
Featured Readers: Open mic sign up (on Zoom)
Mic Host: Naomi Mcllwraith
Time: 7:00PM Edmonton (Our virtual doors open at 6:30 pm)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/82291364741...
Meeting ID: 822 9136 4741
Passcode: 1234
(This is a recurring meeting link all season)
Dial by your location
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
Meeting ID: 822 9136 4741
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbgdzWP0iQ
Please note that this invitation is intended for Stroll members only. If you know anyone who
would like to join our online reading nights and is not a Stroll member please direct them to
strollquestions@gmail.com.
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View Insights
92 Post Reach

Like
Comment
Share

Stroll of Poets Twitter Account

Reason 34: Park poetry

There are a couple things all parks have in common: fresh air, green grass, tall trees and
chirping birds. There’s sunshine for the most part, too, unless the park is in Vancouver.
(Kidding, B.C. We tease because we love.)

Author of the article:

Jennifer Fong

Publishing date:

Feb 26,2010 « February 27,2010 ¢ 2 minute read

Here in Edmonton, we have over 460 parks, each with its own selling points. Some, like
Hawrelak and Rundle, have ponds. Others, like Coronation and Victoria, have baseball
diamonds. Then there’s Louise McKinney Riverfront Park, which has something on all the rest:

poetry.

Poems for a Small Park is a public art installation that features 40 poems by the City of
Edmonton’s former poet laureate, E.D. Blodgett. The verses, written in English, French, Cree,
Chinese, and Ukrainian, are etched onto stainless steel rings around the lamp posts that line
World Walk and River Promenade.
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Each of the poems is just a couple of lines long, but they’re linguistic snapshots of the very spots
in which they’re found.

Blodgett captures the simple beauty of the trees, the grass and the breaking ice on the North
Saskatchewan in the spring, putting into words the exact scenes you’re strolling past. They add a

subtle lyricism to your walk, and at every turn you’re offered something new to reflect on.

Louise McKinney’s got rhyme — and for all their tennis courts and soccer fields, few parks in
the world can boast the same.

www.twitter.com/jenfong
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The Stroll of Poets on YouTube

PoetsHaven - YouTube

In 2011 the Blinks event was published on YouTube in 3 parts

Stroll of Poets "Great Blinks of Fire", Part 3

In 2015 several Stroll poets were recorded while reading poetry and published on YouTube:
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Rusti Lehay, Edmonton poet
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Gary Garrison, Edmonton Poet
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National Museum of Canada Archives

Warning: Poetry Can Kill You

Poetry submitted by members of The Stroll of Poets was submitted and included in these
archives for six consecutive years, from October, 1995 until 2001. There are almost 200 pages of
poetry from numerous members of the Stroll of Poets. The link to this website of archives is:

https://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/202/300/e-poem/index.html
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