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Fellow Strollers, Inside this Issue
| want to put a bug in your ear today. Ever since the first Stroll 8 12 Days of Poetry Venues and
years ago, | associate winter with poetry. | refer to spoken poetry, as Dates
in the 12 Days of Poetry and the Tuesday Night Poetry Reading
Series; and also printed poetry as in the Stroll Anthology, and the Anthology Christmas Party
various collections the Stroll members bring into the world. That
association makes the shoveling a lot lighter, the streets less slippery Announcements
and the hoarfrost | see outside the windows this moming so much
more magical against the sky. Kudos

The bug? Somebody has to organize those events. The
Board, you say? Yes, the group of volunteers who comprise the Reading Series or Not?
Board does most of the work, including procuring grants, finding
coordinators, producing this newsletter, keeping records, printing Writing Courses

brochures, running a Web page, liaising with the media and other
organizations, finding volunteers for all the little and not so little jobs
that crop up, stepping in when emergencies arise, etc, etc.

Some of the Board members have been doing this for years,
however, and more than half of the Board will retire this year. Wil
you step forward, to take their place? Before saying you're "too
busy", will you at least consider some of the benefits you might have
reaped in the past from the Stroll? The audience you have found to
cheer you on, the books you have sold, the inexpensive workshops
you have attended, the publicity that poetry has received in the wider
community?

So much for the bug. Now, a big thank you to anyone and
everyone who has contributed even 10 minutes to the Stroll. Special
thanks this month to two individuals who were generous enough to
take on the bigger jobs: Pierrette Requier, who coordinated the 7-
member jury this summer and fall, and Myma Garanis who put in
several hours at the Stroll information table - shared with the Writers'
Guild of Alberta - at the book fair in October.

— Anna Mioduchowska



The Twelve Days of Poetry 1998-1999:
A Work in Progress

THE STROLL OF POETS 8™ Annual 12t Day of Poetry moves back to a familiar
location: The Strathcona Legion, 10416 — 81t Avenue, on January 16, 1999,
8PM.

“This year’s 12% Day, like every other, will have its own distinctive
atmosphere,” promises 12 Days Coordinator David Huggett. Among the twists
this year look for displays of visual art by participants in Art From the
Unknown by local artists living in poverty.

“Art From the Unkown is a step out of the mainstream of the art world,”
Huggett says. “The intention is to liven up the venue and provide opportunities
for communication between some remarkably creative people.”

At the heart of the 12t Day, as always, are the 4 poets chosen by the audiences
at the preceding 11 readings. The series opens at the Breadstick Café
(December 28, 29, 30), moves to Grounds for Coffee (January 2, 4, 5), then to
La Boheme (January 6, 7), and the Upper Crust (January 11, 12, 13). All
readings start at 7PM.

“The 12 Day celebrates poetry but it is also a good time to catch up with
friends, brainstorm, and let our hair down on the dance floor,” Huggett says.
Featured musician, Dale La Douceur, will treat the audience to her unusual but
versatile instrument, the Chapman Stick. She and her friends will warm us up
with jazz and blues, and get us on our feet when we are ready to dance.

La Douceur toured Europe with Bruce Cockburn and performed on mainstage
at the Edmonton Folk Fest in 1991. She is known locally for her collaboration
with The Mavens and Painting Daisies.

Guest speaker and M.C. for the evening, Srdja Pavlovic, 1s a translator and
contributing editor to the international literary journal, Szone Soup. Published in
London, UK, Stome Soup has become a champion of Alberta writers. Pavlovic
will contrasts the popular perception of Alberta writing with the realities facing
most writers. He is presently completing an anthology of contemporary wnting
in Alberta to be published by The University of Alberta Press.

Since 1991 the Stroll has helped dozens of Edmonton poets to gain
recognition. For some of them, the 12 Day has been a significant step toward
publication and awards. This year promises its own discoveries.

Tickets: $8.50 Advance.

$10.00 at the door.

$5.00 Students/Seniors/Fixed Income

Advance purchase recommended.

Tickets available at the readings and at Orlando Books, 10123 — Whyte

Avenue.

Contact:
David Huggett: 414-1534.
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Anthology Christmas Party

THIS YEAR the Antholsgy will be launched at a Christmas get—together. The
venue is the same as it has been in years past — City Hall. Tracy Brown, harpist,
will be playing while you pick up your Anthelogy , and, if you want, you may buy
extras for your friends! Come on out to celebrate the publication of the
Abnthology . The date also begins the final stage of the Stroll year: the 12 Days of
Poetry.

As you know, everyone who pre-registered for the Stroll, and then
read in the Stroll, and finally submitted a poem for the Antholagy, also had the
choice to be considered in the 12 Days of Poetry Competition. While the
poems were being compiled for publication, they were also being carefully
considered by a 7-member jury who chose 44 of the best poems. These 44
poets will take part in the 11 days of poetry, with 4 poets reading per night. On
the 12 night, the favorite 4 will perform at the best poetry and party night of
the yeat! See page 2 for more information about the 12 Days of Poetry.

The Stroll of Poets 1998 Anthology Launch
2:30 - 4:30 PM
December 12, 1998
City Hall
Please bring a plate of good eats to share

Announcements

GERRI SHIELDS is pleased to announce the release of her first chapbook The
Pendulum Swings, published by Plowman Publishers Box 414, Whitby, Ontario,
L1N 584, Tel: 905 668 7830. Copies are also available through myself 430
8648.

MARIJAN MEGLA launched his book Violin on November 26, 1998 at Orlando
Books. Violin, published by Slipstream Books tells the stories characters from a
European village of the 1950s — stories which begin in this village and move
with their author to the new land.

Something New!

PLEASE LOOK OUT for upcoming information, regarding the "Poetry in
Motion" event to be held at the Edmonton Bahai' Centre. This event is
presently in the eatly planning stages, but will combine poetry, music, and art
displays in a respectful) coffee shop atmosphere. All proceeds will go to the
Women’s Shelter. Please phone Gerri Shields at 430 8648 if you would like to
be on the reading list and/or for more information.

Kudos

DouG ELVES’ poem "Recruits in Physical Training Outside the Prince of
Wales Armoury, 1940” has been published in the “Twice Told Tales” column
of Legacy, Alberta’s Heritage Magazine, vol.3 no. 4,1998.

Save the Tuesday Night
Reading Series?

THE IDEA OF A Tuesday Night
Reading Series for this winter has
generated 40 poets who want to
read, and ZERO poets who want
to organize it. Itis a lot of work
to organize a reading senes, but
not so much as you might think,
given all the people who have
volunteered to help - as hosts, with
PR, and so on. Truth is, somebody
needs to step forward to pull it all
together, to make some decisions
and coordinate the volunteers, or
there won't be a reading series this
year.

I'll speak personally. I
think providing a place to read is
the most important thing the Stroll
does. When I found the stroll, it
was a Godsend. There were poems
I wanted to get out of me, and
here was a place to speak them. I
got an audience, support and feed
back. I've become a better poet in
the 5 years I participated in the
series. I organized the series a
couple years ago. It was work and
there were issues to deal with, but
it was no worse than an average
day at the office. Anybody who
has ever been able to hold down a
job probably has all the skills
necessary to coordinate the
reading series (or do most any job
in the Stroll) - particulary with all
the help available and
expernenced people to draw on.

Those of us who have
some skills need to keep Stroll
events happening! (as a volunteer
for some little task, or as a
coordinator for a bigger one)
That's what I think. Call me -
William Nichols - 483-2032 - or
any other board member - if you
think you've got what it takes to
do this job. I hope to see you
some Tuesday night.



Winter Offerings from the Writing Centre
Grant MacEwan Community College

All courses are held at City Centre Campus. Please call
497-53406 for information or to register. Numerous
writing and editing courses are offered at the Writing
Centre -- please ask for our Winter 1999 brochure
when you phone.

WRITING ON ... WRITING LIFE (ON-LINE) -
Visit the world of prose, poetry, dialogue, letter wniting,
and any other form of writing imaginable.

Jan. 25 - Mar. 15.

Instructor: Reineke Gerding-Lengle.

WORD BY WORD - Leam how to draw creative
inspiration from your life and shape it for the page.
Jan. 26 - March 16; 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Instructor: Shirley Serviss

PERFORMANCE POETRY - In addition to writing
mstruction and exercises, classes will help prepare you
for a reading of your work.

Jan. 27 - Mar. 17; 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Instructor: Kathryn Maclean

A WEEKEND OF FREEFALL WRITING - Free Fall
helps you get to the point where the writing will flow
smoothly and effortlessly.

(10 hours) April 17 and 18; 10:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Instructor: Cora Taylor

Courses from Continuing Education

Courses are held at a2 number of locations around the
city. Please call 428-1111 for information or to register.
Through the Creative Wrting and the Business
departments, wrting, editing, and publishing courses are
available. The Winter Class Calendar is now available.

Interesting courses this winter include THE WORLD
OF LITTLE MAGAZINES — NOT A COURSE FOR
LILLIPUT INHABITANTS

BREAKING OUT OF YOUR WRITING SHELL -
PURSUING REALISTIC DREAMS

LIGHTEN UP — NOT A DIETING COURSE with
Marty Chan

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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