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STROTL of. PO=TS

PresiDemt's mgffoge
Feilow Strollers,

November alread,v. Post-Stroll, in other words. And the

Anthology is coming together, but still a long riav off till
December 18, vtren ttre Anthologvwill be launched. Hflfim.
What to do? Ah, the Poetry for Windy Nights at ttre Idleurylde

on October 21s u,as a hoot. With a good-sized audience and
complimentar,v coffee and cookies, ue couldn't have asked

for more, The essence of the Stroll was brought home again

in the singulu and distinctive points of view by the five poets

lgho read together.

But now, what's a Stroller to do? November, and ttre cold
lvinds are coming. 0rlando Book, thank the muse,

continues to host some of the best readings in town. The U of
A Press issued an open inritation to join them in launching 5
titles at the Timms Centre for ttre Arts on 0ctober 28. Alice
Major launches her new book, Talnsfor an (lrban Sky, on
November 18 at Volume II. So, there haue been events to

keep us out of the cold.

As I sorted through the Anthology submissions on the chilly
evening of October 2, I was so eager to rnd each poem, each

bio, but knew I had to get the manuscript ready for
photocopying so the jurors could get to work. Choosing the

44 poems &om about 125 poems is no easy task. Each voice,

each idu., each word in the Anttrology comes at the reader

from different compass points, different interior geographies

and sensibilities. What makes one poem work for a juror.

and another poem ilot work? Personal connections to the

poem, in many cases. Simple dru*rers in other cases.

Remembering that the jurors are looking at these poems

without knowing who wrote them makes ttreir choices, in the

end, so much more exciting, and so much more the better,

Strall ScrolI
S*"ll of Poets Society
Box 35082, Oli"", PO
EJ*rnton, AB TSK 2R8
http : /iwww. ccinet. ab. calstroll

When I finally get a chance to read the poems and put
ttrem together wittr the bios into the Anthology, I can't
wait to find out who wrote each poem. Not being a
juror, I unabashedlyfiip *re poem over to read the
poet's name on the back. That's part of being with the

Stroll, I guess. Matching up personalities and phvsical

beings with ttreir poetry, and slorvlv, slowly developing a

sense of rto ttre poet is makes *re job of editing the
Anthology and ttre joy of being part of the Stroll such a
pleasure.

You know. there is a lot of interest in the Stroll outside
of our communilv too. Ask YannaTessier orJenine
Dumont, two of ttre tireless volunteers ruho sat at the

Stroll boottr at The Word Is Out Book Fair. A special
ttranks to you both for making the presence of the Stroll
felt in the literar.v communiqd It's important for the

info rmation/membership forms/Anth olo gies to be

avulable at events like the Book Fair. Jo-Ann Godfrev is
to be thanked as rvell for showing up at this event as

well as almost every single reading to sell the

An*rologies,

Thank,vou all for participating in the th Annual Stroll of
Poets Festival. A warm thanks to Dean McKenzie and
Spiritus for hosting a marathon Poetry Sweatshop, and
to Rusti Lehav for putting together a smooth-running,
vibrant Stroll, Thank to all the board members for
giving their time, and putting themselves forward
before, during, and after the Stroll.

Untit the 18ft of December, then. when you ue all,

invited to the Anthologv book launch and Stroll
Christmas P^rE! 

^tcity 
Hatl 24 PM. Be of good cheer

Nancy Mackenzie
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Boano MBunBns
President Nancv N{aclienzie

Past Presicient: Anna }tlioduchorvsiia
\,-ice President Beckie Garber-Conrad

Secretan, and Nilembership Secretarl,: Candr.ce Neili
Treasurer/WebI,Iaster: Gordon X.,lcRae

\iolunteer Coordinator: J enine Dumont
N,lembers atLarge: Pamela Young, Jacqueiine Bell

CoonorNAToRS
Stroll Coordinator: Rusti Lel.ray

12 DaysJury Coordinator: N[vrna Garanis
12 Davs Coordinator: David Huggett

Reading Series: A4ark Kozub fl he Alberta Beatnik)
Anthoiog, Pubijsher: N'ancy \iackenzie

Newsletter Design & Editing Rusti Lehav

EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES GALORE

The Stroll of Poets is pleosed to onnounce the
lounch of their 9'h Annuol Anthology.
Where: City Holl Foyer
When: 2-4 P.M. December l8
Why: 1 .) The schedule for the 12 Doys of
Poetry ond Tickets for the I2th Night of Poetry
will be ovoiloble. 2.) Pick up your
complimentory copy of the Anthology if you
strolled ond hove o poem in the Anthology. 3.)
Meet with Strollers, enioy re{reshments ond
poetry reodings! (Pleose bring o smoll plote of
Christmos goodies like veggies. cheese ond
crockers. boked goods to shore.) 4.) You will
wonl to pick up odditionol copies for $-I0.00 to
give os o gift to someone speciol. Look inside
this onthology ond you'll find o ploce to sit down
ond resl for o spell. One hundred ond sixteen
poels hove reoched out under the poetic
firmoment to bring you this book of poems.
Open it up. Eoch poge is o smoll gift from o
poet who wonls to shore whot he or she hos
leorned of the world. Sit down, if you will, on
thot choir in lhe moonlight. Let the poems
golher you in ond breothe you ouf, entertoined
by the words ond their crofting. Noncy
Mockenzie

RECENT BOOK LAUNCH

Alice Moior lounches Toles for on Urbon Skv,
Thursdoy, November 

,I8, 
@ 7:30 P.M. @

Volume 2 Bookstore,12433 - i02 Ave. (This
collection won the inougurol Poets Corner
Awcrd, sponsored by Broken Jow Press of
Fredericton.) Contoct Alice if this
onnouncement come loo lote ond you missed
her lounch. She'd love to heor from you.

h
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$12 DAY OF POETRY NEWS

A 12'h Doy of Poetry with o Wicked Twist -Fridoy, Jonuory 21 , 2OAO Slrothcono Legion.
Every yeor only 44 members ore

chosen by iury to reod during the l2 Doys of
Poetry. Worse, only four finolists ore privileged
to perform on the 12th Doy, leoving mony fine
poets out in the cold.

To correct this grove iniustice, ond to
lend on edge of gripping dromo to the event,
we offer two unique door prizes to members
only (excluding finolisls).

Whqt constitutes on ideol door prize for
o poet? Why, o chonce lo reod, o{ course, in
front of the lorgest onnuol gothering of poetry-
Iovers in Edmonton.

To quolify, iust enter your nome in the
drow ot the door. Come prepored lo recile
your originol works for precisely five minutes.

One drow follows the first set of
reodings. Another drow precedes the second
set.

Weor loose comfortoble clothing ond
don't forget to bothe beforehond. The
suspense will keep you in sweot.

Look for the 12 Doys of Poetry
schedule ond odvonce tickets ot the Anthology
Lounch on December 

.l8. 
For more

informotion, contoct 12 Doys 1999-2OOO
Coordinolor Dovid Huggett ol 414-"l534.
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EDMONTON ARTISTS TRUST FUND
BENEFTT CONCERT

T.A.L.E.S. Edmonton, sponsored by the
Edmonion Public Librory, is giving o storytelling
concert colled Tellobrotion on Fridoy,
Ncvember l9 ot 7:30 p.m. ot the downlown
Stonley A. Milner Librory Theotre. 9 tellers ore
telling one story eoch; you will heor o wide
voriety of stories from severol culturol
bockgrounds. There will olso be refreshments
ond door prizes, oll for the omozing price of
$5. The tellers ore Jeon Burgess, Goil de Vos,
Colette Frohlich, Jennie Frost, Merle Horris,
Robedo Kennedy, Helen Lovender, Morie Anne
Mcleon, ond Williom Thompson. The concerl
is port of o world-wide celebroiion of story held
simultoneously in Conodo, the United Stotes,
Austrolic, New Zeolond, Scotlond, Jopon, ond
Fronce. Tickets ore ovoiloble ot TIX on the
Squore, or you con phone Jennie Frost of 433
2932.

CONSIGN YOUR BOOKS

WordWrights, o locol Edmonton fiction group,
wil! eccept on;, Stroll Member's self-published
books on consignment. They ore self-
publishing their own collection in the spring of
2000. For further informotion, pleose conlocf
Tino Dmytryshyn <dmytry@plonet.eon.net)
Phone: 475-4012. They hove o Christmos
reoding on Sundoy, December 12th. The
reoding will begin @ 1 P.M. @ Steeps the
Urbon Teo House, 12411 Stony Ploin Rood.
They ore shy o few reoders for Christmos ond i{
there ore ony poets from lhe Stroll who olso
write fiction, Tino would sure like to heor from
them.

ALBERTA AUT'HOR CONNECTION

Hello: My nome is Ellen Wells. I om o
member of the Stroll qnd olso qn English
teocher st Ross Sheppord High. I om
currently working with c leom of teochers who
work with the Telus Leorning Connection in
coniunclion with the Edmonton Public School
Boord on o speciol lnlernet proiect colled the
Alberto Author Connection. The AAC is o
speciol proiect oimed ot connecting Alberto
siudents with Alberio outhors. Our group is
interested in students in the province hoving
occess to Alberto poeis. We think thot we
could set up.c speciol intercctive page ot our
site www.epsb.edmonlon.ob.colpdltlc which
students could submit poetry to Stroll Poets
who might be interested in ossisting such
students with their work. We could provide o
plotform for such inleroction - we would iust
need to know whot interesied Stroll members
would think might work best. Pleose consider
this Tele-colloborotive proiect. Students oll
over the province benefit significontly from it.
Thonk you in odvonce for your considerotion.
Ellen Wells
< ewells I @epsb.edmonton.o b.co >

STROLL VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUMTY

The next volunteer brigode is needed for the
12*h Doy wind-up Porly on Jonuory 21 ,2AOO
People ore needed to sell tickets ot the door,
ond wi!l be bccked for- 3C minute slcts.
Pleose coll Jenine Dumont @434-4665.

SAILY ITO BOOK LAUNCH

Solly lto lounches Seoson of Mercy @
Orlondo Books, 10123-82 Avenue, 7:00 P.M.
Fridoy, November 19, 1999.

l
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What to do. So much Poetry and a

person can only be in one place at a time

CONTESTS

Sidney Booktown Foetry Contest. First Prize

$300. Second Prize: $-l00. Posimork deodline
December I5th, I 999 . For complete conlest
rules ond entry fees, visit:
hilp : //www.sid nevbooktown.com.

6rH Annuol People's Poem Foll Contesi $200
rn cosh ond poetry book prizes lo winners
Winning poems will be published in People's
Poetry Letter. All entronts receiye o yeor's
subscription (3 issues) to People's Poetry letter
Send entries with fee, or SASE for entry form,
lo: People's Poetry.- Box 3l , 2A60 Queen St

E., Toronto, ON M4E 3V7. For complete
contest rules ond entry fees, visit:
hltp : //webhome.d i recl.com/-tplo ntos

W.O. Mitchell-City of Colgory Book Prize
qnd Alberto Book Awords: l8'h Annuol
Book Competition For full detoils, pleose
contoct the Writer's Guild @ Writers Guild of
Alberto, Awords Progrom, Percy Poge Centre,
11759 Grool Rood, Edmonton, Alberto, T5M
3K6 or coll 780) 422-8174,toll free number
I -800-665-5354 or e-moil woo@oonet.com

(Due fo spoce resfrictions in the Sfroll Scro//,
lhe one poge plus defoi/s ore not ovoilob/e.

MORE EVENTS

Other Voices Foll Lounch

GMCC City Centre, Rm. 6-3,I9, November
25'h, 1ggg, 7 P.M.

Reodings by: Josee Johnston(non-fiction); Rusti

Lehoy(poetry); Julie Mckenzie (fiction); Amber
Hoyword (fiction); Koren Solie( fiction). Also
visuol ortists, Elizobeth Ginn ond Evolyn Berg,
will be presenting o disploy of photogrophs
ond pointings.

Ceiebrotion of Alberto Wriiing Post & Present

Edmonton Public Librory Stonley Milner Bronch
November 25'h,1999 73a-10:00 P.M.

Reoders: Annc Mioduchowsko, Rudy Wiebe,
Coierino Edwords, George Melnyk

Refreshments. R.S.V. P. 422 -81 7 4

STROLL WORKSHOP #e

A WORD FROM THE EDITORS

There is still time to register for the second
workshop of the foll series, entitled "A Word
from lhe Edilors." Presented by Shirley Serviss,
Jocko ond one of the Other Voices editoriol
collective. Soturdoy, November 20, 1999,9:30
A.M. to Noon, 6th Floor, Stonley Milner Librory

Come ond find out whot editors look for when
choosing poems for publicotion in periodicols
ond books. Leorn the chorocteristics of sn
effective cover letter. lf you would like to
regisler, pleose send o cheque for $.I0 mode
out lo The Stroll of Poets Society c/o 1A454 - 78
Ave., Edmonton, AB T6E 1P2. For further
informoiion, coll (780) 439-7118. See you
there!

A HOLIDAY PRESENT FOR YOU

As the Stroll Coordinotor this yeor, I hod some
very sod phone colls too lote ofter the deodline
from people who forgot to register ond
therefore couldn't reod in this yeor's Stroll.
Some people hove shored the following tip with
me: they give themselves o present of
membership ot the 12 doys. lt's the logicol time
to ioin b/c the stroll is iust post ond you olwoys
know thot you ore poid up for the coming yeor
ond get to see some of your fovourite poets on
ot leosl one of the 12 doys. There's olwoys
someone there with o regisirotion form ond con
toke the poltry $.l0.00 membership fee. lt's o
greot woy lo remember lo register in the stroll.
Hove o greot holidoy seoson! See you ot the
lounch.

Rusti, your Stroll Scroll Editor 444-73O7. :>)
< rusti lee@f reenet.ed monton.o b.co >r Page 4



NEWS OF II.{TEREST

Check out THE LITERARY NETWORK'S Top Ten
Conodion Poetry Books for Foll, 1999.
Recommended reoding by on independent ponel of
poets ond editors from ocross Conoda.

l. The Scninq by Lindo Rogere
2. Sonqs {or Relinquishinq the Eorth by Jon Zwicky
3. The True Nome of Birds by Suson Goyetle
4. Thinos Thol Dc Noi Chcnse by Suson Musgrove
5. Whv We Siond Focinq Souih by E. Russell Smith
6. Sex. Deoth & Trovel by Mono Fertig
7. Blue Morrow by Louise Bernice Holfe
8. lnword to ihe Bones by Kote Broid
9. Meon by Ken Bobslock
'i0. The Blue Field by Borboro Klor

TOP 5 CANADIAN POETRY CHAPBOOKS
l. Breoihinq November by Tonis MocDonold
2. Arronqemeni in Grey ond Biock: Portrsif of the Artisi's Moiher by Louise

D'Androde
3. Guessino ci Madeline by Richord Scorsbrcok
4. In the Woiiinq Room of the SpeedyMuffler Kins by Wolt Peterson
5- Voices from the Oiher Side of ihe Moon by Joy Hewii Monn

For furiher detoils visit websile:
htlp:/ /webhome.idire ct .com/ -tplontos

BOOKFAIR REPORT

Speciol thonks for ottending the Stroll lnformotion
booth to: Julie Robinson, Myrno Goronis, Trocy
Murroy, ond Shirley Serviss. An extro thonk you
to Vonno Tessier for helping to orgonize the
booth. Thonk you to Mr. & Mrs. Vince Pollier
who offered to help ond mode themselves
ovoiloble. Thonks to Jennie Frost, Rusti Lehoy,
ond Froncis Willey who brovely reod ot the
Gozebo!!! Thonks to oll the Bus Reoders who
seemed to enioy the experience: Shirley Serviss,
Jockie Bell, Dione Bennett, Goil Sobot, Len
Gieroch, Kenneth Sutton, qnd Jocko. lf I hove
rnissed cnycne, I cpologize. Specicl thonks tc
Froncis Willey who helped distribute Stroll
Posters. Thonks to Gordon McRoe for doing his
end of the University Compus.

CONGRATULATIONS

to Jeon Cormichoel McKenzie for recently
winning three owords. Events Edmonlon ond the
North Centrol Alberto lnternotionol Yeor of the
Older Person Committee honoured Jeon October
2, 1999, for being on Oulslonding Edmonton
Senior in the colegories o{ Writing, Acodemics,

STROLL REPORT

So mony people ond ploces to thonk ond so
little spoce ond time. I think I covered the
thonk you bose on the doy o{ the Stroll
which wos mognificent, thonks to oll of you.
It moy look like o big iob, but reolly it isn't.
The boord is there to ossist ond supporl the
coordinotor qll the woy and oll the members
ot lorge were most helpful in filling in oll the
volunteer spoces. So one lost big THANK
YOU to oll of you. You know who you ore.
lf you wont to osk Morilyn Hooper or myself,
how grotifying it is to coordinote the Stroll,
pleose do. Think obout submitting o resume
to coordinote the Stroll next yeor. There ore
mqny quoli{ied people out there. I know it,
becouse lhe number one quolifying {ocJor is

to core obout the Stroll.

A NOTE FROM OUR
ANTHOLOGY EDITOR

It is greot to be published in the Anthology ond
I think most Strollers reolly look forword to
hoving their poems published in the onnuol
Anthology. Some of you will be o little
surprised when you open up the Anthology fo
find thol your poems ore slightly different from
the poems ond bios you hod submitted. Here's
why your work hos been chonged:

People who submitted poems in hondwritten
formot, or poems thol were too long or too
wide, moy find their work seriously edited.
Some people neglected to submit o bio. While
I tried to contoct eoch person whose work hod
to be edited, not everyone returned my colls or
wos willing to heilp out. Some poets, it seems,

iust con't write shorter lines or shorter poems.
So, if you find your poem hos hod new line
breoks inserted, or hos been shorlened, pleose
remember this: eoch poet is ollowed one poge
for bio ond poem. The specs of 58 spoces
wide ond 30 lines long for o poem, ond 75
words per bio hove lo be odhered to, or the
onthology won'l work. NM t,.t

ond Visuol Arts

Page 5
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YOU'RE HERE BECAU'E
YOU IOVE THE ART'.

E.

Al fllqfi{T'lf #!k'"ls
COMMITTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURE AND T'ITE ARTS
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